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STAR SYSTEM STING 





British Film Co. 
To Use Video As’ 


} 
| 


Tryout Medium 


London, Aug. 8. | 

A novel method of using TV as a | 
tryout medium for production is 
being considered by the Associated 
British Picture Corp. A _ special | 
video studio is planned from which | 


|translated and then answered by 


and if the corporation’s execs give | 
the greenlight, full-scale film pro-| 
duction will follow. 

It is estimated that the cost of} 
telecasting each individual idea 
will be over $3,000, apart from the | 
initial outlay for apparatus. But | 
this represents a. comparatively | 
small addition to the average film | 
budget, which ranges from $400,- | 
000 to $700,000. 

Limitations of a studio TV pro- | 
duction without exteriors or elabo- | 
rate sets are appreciated, but} 
ABPC production execs figure that | 





this will provide a quick guide as_| tures it sends overseas at this time,; a menace. 
though, that the star system has | 


to suitability, and will give a clear- | 


er indication of the potentialities | 
of a script than existing methods. | 

Decision of the corporation to | 
use TV as a production aid is in 
line with their earlier plan to use 
the medium to boost the activities 
of all branches of the organization. 
Original idea to have a central 
transmitting station from which | 
programs could be broadcast to 
their circuit of picture theatres 
has been stymied by the resistance 
of the government. Until there is 
a two-way cooperation between 
films and TV, the government :is 
determined to keep a tight hold on | 
its present monopoly, and licenses | 
are being refused for private trans- 
missions. 


Philharmonic Booking 
At Roxy an Experiment; 


$28,250 Tab First Week 


Booking of the N. Y. Philhar-| 
monic-Symphony into the Roxy, | 
N. Y., for two weeks, starting Sept. 
1, is regarded in the trade frankly 
as an experiment, with no. one 
quite clear as to extent of the draw. 
Theatre is gambling on the novelty | 











. . take over the ‘“‘Living—1950” pe- 
selected scripts will be produced, | riog for the month or another siot 


vv 


‘Malice in Wonderland’ 
NBC is wrapping up a “Malice 
in Wonderland” series of four | 
breadcasts to counteract Soviet 
propaganda. Wade Arnold, the | 
web’s special events chief, is get- | 
ting monitors here and abroad to | 
record samples of Russian short- | 
wave programs, which will be 


NBC’s Counter-Soviet | 





American experts. Feature will | 
kick off around Labor Day, with a | 
comparison of working conditions | 
in the U. S. and the USSR. | 


The ‘Malice’ broadcasts may | 


may be cleared for it. 





Urge Care on Pic 


Kickbacks 0 Seas: 





Washington, Aug. 15. 
The American film industry must | 
be careful about what kind of pic- | 


to prevent a false impression of | 
the U. S. from circulating abroad, | 
Eric Johnston said today (Tues.). 
The Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica prexy saw newsmen at the 
White House immediately after a 
huddle with President Truman, 
during which Johnston reported 
on the recent Anglo-American film 
negotiations, which were helped 
by the State Dept. 

“All media of communications,” 
said Johnston, ‘‘have a great re- 
sponsibility in the way in which 
they represent the U. S. overseas. | 
Our motion pictures must be more | 
careful in the selection of what is | 
sent abroad. We don’t want to! 
export films which give a false | 
impression of our country.” . 

Reference was to the fact that 
the Communists have falsely point- 
ed to some American pictures in 
Europe and Asia as describing typi- 
cal life in America, when, actually, 
the pictures did nothing of the sort. 


Crosby, Mrs. FDR As 
Pic Envoys For ECA 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. | 
Bing Crosby, Eleanor Roosevelt 











ticipate in three of four document- | 





SUMMER STOCK 
SURMOUNT ONAGs 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 
Business around the strawhat 


circuit this season has been like 
the weather, variable and unpre- 
dictable. It’s been much better 
than last year in some spots, and 
worse in others. Managers have 
been carrying on in the face of 
war clouds, rationing 
higher operating costs and assorted 
star, royalty and Equity problems. 
Package shows, and the new threat 
from tent or musical circuses, have 
been fresh headaches. But foldings 
this year are less than last, and 
very few operators are inclined 
to call it quits. 

What emerges chiefly trom a 
canvass of representative strawhat 
producers is the feeling that the 











| star system has become a Franken- 


stein and needs remedying. 
Some operators insist it’s a need, 
while joining others in calling it 
Feeling is growing, 


gotten completely out of hand and 
may have to be entirely eliminated. 
One or two barns have already 
started weeding out. 


Third annual VARI£TY _ sur- 
vey of the strawhat scene, based 
on a questionnaire sent to about 
20 representative barn operators 
in the east, reveals some interest- 
ing figures. Although it’s been a 
general understanding that straw- 
hat business, on the average, has 
been way off, survey indicates 
otherwise. Of the three summer 
spots operated by Richard Aldrich, 
for instance, grosses at the Cape 


(Continued on page 50) 


CHEESECAKE COMES 1ST 
EVEN IN SYMPH CIRCLES 


Washington, Aug. 15. 


Cheesecake is cheesecake and 
symphonic drama is symphonic 





drama and never the twain should, 


meet. At least, that is the way Paul 
Green felt about it, but he was 
convinced not to press the point 
too hard. Which is why the finals 


‘and the 4-H farm @lubs will par- | of the contest to select Miss Wash- 


ington for the Atlantic City beauty 
contest were held last night (14) 


threats, 


5 STRAWHATS 





Stoky to Beam Globally 
In 6 Languages Via UN 


Leopold Stokowski, currently do- 
|ing a series of four broadcasts as 
(a Bach jockey on WNBC, N. Y., 
| will become the first multi-lingual 
| platter-spinner doing shows in six 
| languages for the United Nations 
}and UNESCO. He’ll spiel in Eng- 
| lish, French, Spanish, Italian, Ger- 
|man and Russian, with the broad- 
| casts to be beamed by the Voice of 
|America and stations around the 
| world which carry UN programs. 

| Deal was set with Benjamin 
| Cohen, assistant UN secretary-gen- 
(eral, by WNBC general manager 
Ted Cott. Airer will be aimed at 
children and will avoid propagan- 
| da. The symphonic conductor 
|speaks some of the six tongues 
| fluently and will read the other 
| languages with UN linguists help- 
|ing him prepare the scripts. 


| 
| 


Betty Field as ‘Pan 
Vice Jean Arthur 


Betty Field will replace Jean 
|Arthur in the title role of “Peter 
| Pan,” at the Imperial, N.Y. She 
will take over the starring assign- 
ment in the Sir James Barrie fan- 


> 
| 





|a run-of-the-play contract and on 


against a $2,500 guarantee. Per- 
mission for the deal was given yes- 
terday (Tues.) by the Actors Equity 
council. 





|'show since Friday night (11), hav- 


|ing notified the management just a 


|few hours before that evening's 
|performance that she had laryn- 
gitis and would be unable to go 
(on. Barbara Baxley, her under- 
| Study, substituted that night, at 
|both performances Saturday (12) 
|and is continuing in the part this 


?/ week, with Miss Field rehearsing 


| to go in next week. Miss Arthur's 
$25,000 investment in the $100,000 

| production is not affected by her 

_ withdrawal. e 

| The question of engaging Miss 
Field as permanent replacement 

| involved interpretation of the 

| Equity rules. The actress could 


(Continued on page 46) 


tasy next Tuesday night (22), with | 


'the same terms of 10% of the gross | 


Miss Arthur has been out of the. 


Korea Crisis Nips 
- $53,000,000 RCA 


Show Biz Venture 


The Korean war crisis nipped 
in the bud an ambitious theatrical 
|enterprise, which the Radio Corp. 
of America was ready to under- 
write to the tune of $53,000,000, 
thus making it one of the most 
heavily-fgaanced adjuncts of show 
biz. It’s anticipated that, when 
and if the wartime pressure is off, 
RCA will reactivate the idea. 


Major facet of operational ac- 
tivity would be in TV production, 
|having as its nucleus, of course, 
the programming roster of the 
NBC subsidiary company. 

While it’s anticipated that all 
phases of show biz would be em- 
braced, the recent RCA financing 
of the new Irving Berlin musical, 
“Call Me Madam,’ was an entirely 
separate deal. 





Lotsa Yank ‘Tourists’ 
In Korea—But Not Much 
In the Way of Show Biz 


By LT. COL. BARNEY OLDFIELD 


Taegu, Korea, Aug. 8. 


This is an interesting town: no 
radio except between planes and 
| the control tower, no movie except 
the one at the airstrip, which is 
a portable screen on which is 
| thrown a sound film without sound. 
It is a town in which a dog scratch- 
ing himself for a flea can attract a 
good crowd. 


There is a cousiderable flood of 
American “tourists” on hand, so 
many that the newspapers and ra- 
dio nets back in the U. S. have 
turned out some unacclimated 
former war correspondents to 
cover the activities. 

Nearly everytime a _ planeload 
goes over, the Tokyo radio seems 
to be playing “Put Another Nickel 
In,” or “Sometimes I Get to Won- 


(Continued on page 53) 
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of a major symphony in a film) ary shorts now being made abroad 
palace —the Philharmonic, in its) py the March of Time for the Eco- 
109th season, is the country’s old-| nomic Cooperation Administration. 
est symph, as well as probably its| Fourth short is to be a comedy 
best known via its Sunday after-| about Yank tourists in Europe. 


noon CBS broadcasts. _ | Camera work on the Crosby sub- 
The orch management. was in-| ject was done during his recent 
terested in giving the men 4 ‘trip to Paris. Voice recording is to 
couple of extra weeks’ work in be-| be handled on the Coast. It will be 
tween the al fresco Lewisohn Sta-/ a recap of his European experi- 
dium, N. Y., and the regular Car-| ences. Mrs. Roosevelt’s short will 
negie Hall seasons, and also be-| follow a similar narrative pattern. 
lieved (despite some outside criti-| The 4-H film will depict a tour of 
cism) that it wouldn’t be beneath! American countries by members 
= orch’s dignity and “ag to of that youth organization. 
play a presentation house. pyros | : : 
Skouras and Dimitri Mitropoulos, | eint mest tear heneah agg ved 7 


it’s felt, were also sincere in their European recovery. Overall theme 


aim to bring good symph music at | o¢ the entire four subjects will im- | 


low prices to a new audience. | press upon audiences the scope 

Skouras, prez of 20th-Fox, which and impact the Marshall Plan has 

operates the Roxy, is also a mem-|had upon reviving western 
(Continued on page 46) Europe’s economy. 
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at the New Rock Creek Park Am- 
phitheatre. 


The 4,000-seat amphitheatre was 
completed a couple of weeks ago 
as the permanent home of “Faith 
of Our Fathers,” the Paul Green 
symphonic drama on the founding 
of this nation, which is a feature 
of the Sesquicentennial of Wash- 
ington. The play isn’t given on 
Monday nights and when the 
amphitheatre was booked for the 
| finals of the Miss Washington con- 
test, Green balked. However, they 
_ got him in a huddle with officials 
| of radio station WWDC and the 
| Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
| joint sponsors of the contest. Pres- 





| ent also were other Sesqui leaders. 
| Green finally agreed to give beau- 
| ty its fling. 

Once more, all’s quiet along the 
Potomac, . 





World Famous mae 
STARLIGHT ROOF 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
NOW PRESENTING === 


All Girl Orchestra and Choir 


Featuring EVELYN and Her Magie Violin | 
Under the Direction of | 


PHIL SPITALNY Hi 


The Hour of Charm 





o he 
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Walsh Asks JA to Stand Firm Vs. 
Pay Cuts; Will Seek TV Control 


Detroit, Aug. 15. 
Strong stand against any pay 
cuts in show biz fields, combined 
with a soft answer to Hollywood's 
penchant for producing films) 





+ 
+ 





Taxes on Way Up 


Washington, Aug. 15. 
Tax raises are on the way, instead 


abroad, featured a long report on of the cuts expected as late as the 
the state of affairs of the Inter- | end of June. 


national Alliance 
Stage Employees by prexy Richard | 
F. Walsh. The IATSE head today 
(Tues.) read a 67-page statement 
to 1,100 delegates convening here 
at the 40th bi-annual convention 
of the union. Sessions which 
started yesterday continue through 


the week. 

Walsh also served notice that 
the IA will fight to become the 
supreme international in televi- 
sion. His org, he said, is at peak 


strength with 960 affiliated unions, 
by far the largest in history, with 
total membership of 61,928. In the 
past two years, the IA has charter- 
ed 29 new locals. 

Main event slated for tomorrow 
(Wed.) will be a speech by Eric 


of Theatrical | 


Senate Finance Committee last 
week okayed boosts on both the 
corporate and personal income 
rates. These increases will affect 
show biz and the people in it vir- 
tually across the board. Present 
plan is to have the new rates ef- 


fective as of money earned be- 
ginning July 1 last. However, 
there is no certainty yet what 


shape the bill will finally have. 





Elsa Lanchester Set 


Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. of | 


America prez. Earl Hudson, United 
Detroit Theatres topper; Kenneth 
Thomson, TV administrator for 
Screen Actors Guild, and Robert 
Scott, secretary of Michigan State 
Federation of Labor, also will 
mount the podium. Thursday will 
feature reports of committees and 
nominations for officers, with Fri- 
day set aside for elections. 

In his treatment of pay cuts, 
Walsh declared: “It is significant 
that no other industry has made 
such a request of its employees in 
these times in this land of plenty. 

(Continued on page 55) 


Behind-Scenes Snags 
On Flynn’s French Pic; 


WB Talks Pact Breach 


Paris, Aug. 15. 

Flock of behind-the-scenes diffi- 
culties are hampering the Errol 
Flynn starrer, “The Bargain,” 
which William Marshall is pro- 
ducing. The picture rolled on the 
Riviera Aug. 8. 

Marshall reportedly violated sev- 
eral French government co-produc- 
tion regulations by starting the 
picture without a permit and ig- 
noring a requirement that every 
English-language film made in 
France must have a French ver- 
sion. In addition, reportedly with- 
out advising Flynn, the producer 
also closed a distribution deal with 
Republic. 

Meanwhile, Warners considers 
Flynn’s appearance in “Bargain” 

(Continued on page 55) 


JOE SCHOENFELD 10 








Joe Schoenfeld rejoins VARIETY 
early in September, after an hiatus 


of six years with the William Mor- | 
ris agency in Hollywood. He suc-| 
ceeds the late Arthur Ungar as | 


editor of Dairy Variety, published | 
in Hollywood, the wholly owned | 


subsidiary of the parent (weekly) 
Variety, whose head office is in 
New York. 

Schoenfeld was 11 years with 
Variety in New York, resigning to 
accept an agency post offered him 
by Abe Lastfogel, general manager 
of the William Morris office. 


For 15-Week Tour 


Of- Top Niteries 


US. Film Short 


nine years, will make her debut as | 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Elsa Lanchester, who has been 
making a “guest appearance” with 
the Turnabout Theatre here for 


a nitery performer this fall, open- 
ing a 15-week tour at the Copley 
Plaza hotel, Boston, Oct. 18 fer two 
weeks. Dates already have been 
set at the Persian Room in New 


| York and for Washington and Chi- 


| been 
| where she stars in the live revue 


'and had no more trouble. 
explained that he leased the con- 


HEAD COAST ‘VARIETY’ 


cago appearances. 

She’ll get between $2,500 and 
$4,000 for each stand and will 
carry her own accompanist, pianist 
Ray Henderson. 

Miss Lanchester 
Forman Brown 
using at 


will use the 
material she has 
the Turnabout 


section of the revue-puppet legiter. 
Tour is limited to 15 weeks to stay 
within the time of the Turnabout’s 
annual vacation. She's due to re- 
turn in time for rehearsals for the 
outfit’s new show which bows on 
New Year’s night. 


SCHINE TELLS SENATE 
OF FLA. ERICKSON DEAL 


Washington, Aug. 15. 

J. Myer Schine told the Senate 
Crime Investigating Committee last 
week that in the winter of 1947-48 
he leased the bookie concession at 
his Roney-Plaza_ hotel, Miami 
Beach, to gambler Frank Erickson 
for $45,000. However, it didn’t 
take, continued Schine; he said the 
cops closed the bookie cabana and 
the booth in the hotel, because he 
was doing business with outside 





gamblers instead of with the local | 


syndicate, 


Thereafter, said the hotelman 


and film exhibitor, he leased the. 


concession to the Miami syndicate 
Schine 


cession because the hotel had a 
great deal of trouble with ‘‘sneak”’ 
bookies who came in and did busi- 


ness and made a nuisance of them-. 


selves, 


Joan Crawford’s Op 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Joan Crawford underwent an 
emergency appendectomy at Holly- | 
wood ‘Presbyterian hospital last 
night (14). 
as satisfactory. 





Operation will necessarily post: | 


pone starting date of Warners’ 
“Goodby, My Fancy,” in which Miss | 
Crawford was to star. 





| cil 


Condition is described | 


. 











W ILL M AHONEY 


THE INIMITABLE 


Continent 
Currently 
Bellevue Casino, Montreal, 


Represented by 
ASSOCIATED. BOOKING CORP. 


Canada 











To Explain UN 


Stand on Korea: 


American film companies have 
agreed to help get across to 
countries abroad the United Na- 
tions’ version of the Korean crisis 
by the free distribution of a one- 
reel short produced by the U. S. 
State Dept. It is the first request 
by either State or the UN for spe- 
cific film company cooperation 
since the shooting broke out in 
the. Far East. As such, it sets a 
precedent for handling of future 
pix. 
In another first. COMPO (Coun- 

of Motion Picture Organiza- 
tions) participated in the agree- 
ment to take on the pic only two 
days after Ned E. Depinet, COMPO 
prez, wrote President Truman ad- 
vising him that all liaison work 
would be handled by 


board meet conferred that power 
on the organization. 
Similar to the treatment of Govy- 


ernment pix in World War Ii, the | 


majors will divide the world in 
handling the briefie on Korea. Each 


company will take a territory and | 
guarantee free distribution there | 


on the widest possible basis. 

State Dept. was handed the 
greenlight this week after reps of 
| COMPO, Motion Picture Assn. .of 
America and the company foreign 
managers were shown the film. 
Jack Connelly, now with State, 
produced it. Connelly previously 
served with a number of newsreel 
companies. 

Film stresses the UN point of 
view. It draws heavily on news- 
reels showing the world org in 
| sessions over the Korean question. 
It also gives an historical back- 
ground to the current fracas. 





| Tel Aviv Commie Row 
Tel Aviv, Aug. 14. 
| Two of three theatres in this 
| city packed in a U. S. Government 
documentary, “The UN Aids 
Korea,” after commie agitators 
| halted its screening in one house 
to distribute pamphlets and ad- 
| dress the audience. 


| (Continued on page 55) 
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New York 19, N. Y. 


Sonny Tufts? 


Editor, VARIETY: 
Pleasantdale, N. J. 


Watched “Captain Video,” 
on WABD-TV with my son, 5, 
tonight, Aug. 12. “Captain 
Video” (played by Richard 
Coogan) is announced as “the 
protector of our country.” 

In one scene the Captain is 
sitting on a park bench wait- 
ing for the “signal” to break 
up a radical meeting. While 
he waits, the Captain is seen 
reading the last issue of 
VARIETY! 

If what “Captain Video” 
learns from VARIETY will make 
him a better “protector of our 
country"’—good! Maybe we 
can find Peace through Films, 


Radio, Video, Music (and) 
Stage. 

Sincerely, 

i Chuck Barnett. 





Berle to Palladium? 


London, Aug. 15. 
Milton Berle, who planed back 
to New York last Friday (11) after 
a 10-day trip to London and Paris, 
has been discussing with Val Par- | 
nell the possibility of a Palladium | 
season next summer. 


Decision will not be made for 





Completing tour of North American | 


the all-in- | 
dustry group. Last week’s COMPO | 


some time but the Foster Agency | 
| will continue the negotiations for | 
wo 


“| Lash White Beds Ball 


Draws Riviera Cream; 





By MARGARET GARDNER 


Monte Carlo, Aug. 15. 


All the qualities of elegance 
| synonymous with the French Rivi- 
|era were embodied in the Bal des 


tle White Beds), 


out a record crowd of 900 to the 
terraces of the Summer Sporting 
Club in Monte Carlo. 

The gala was notable for having 
the most glittering gathering of im- 
| portant names since the war. The 
show on the floor, which featured 
luxurious gowns, jewels and furs, 
was far superior to that on the 
stage, and the diners, who had each 
paid 15,000 francs ($45) to partici- | 
pate, were content to view the pa- 
rade of titled notables, as they 
shuffled back and forth from the 
dance floor to their tables. 

Several big names, 
been announced as participating, 
did not show. Edith Piaf and/| 
Charles Trenet had been prevent- 
ed by conflicting contracts; Jean 

Sablon had been suddenly called | 
to South America. Lesser acts had 





been substituted at the last mo-| 


ment. 
The show began with the Monte 
Carlo Girls, eight Scandinavian 
(Continued on page 53) 


TRAGEDY STILL STALKS 
MRS. CLARK’S PATH 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Extraordinary tragedy has 
stalked Mrs. Buddy (Nedra) Clark, 
capped this week by the accidental 
death of her seven-year-old daugh- 
ter, Penny. Her crooner husband 
was killed Oct. 1 last when his 
‘chartered plane returning from a 





| Frisco football game crashed with | 


five others aboard. He was the 
lone casualty. Mrs. Clark's first 
husband, who went berserk in Chi- |; 
cago some years ago, killed her 
father, mother and child. Before 
she married the singer, Mrs. Clark 
was a fashion model at Saks-5th 
Ave., N. Y. 

The little Clark girl escaped 
from her nurse, Ruth Shackelford, 
and @arted across a Brentwood 
street to meet her playmate. Ed- 
ward Cheetham, 28, of 
Monica, 
which hit the child, said he had 
seen her too late to avoid the 
accident. 


Death Wins the Gamble 


Oakland, Cal., Aug. 15. 





Action by the) 


ing tandem here. For the second 
time in two nights, death was the 
prize at a theatre cash drawing. 


On Aug. 9, Mrs. Loretta M. Howe 


| ard, 18-year-old mother of a child, 


of two and wife of an unemployed 
_ex-GI, heard her name called for 
a “Lucky Star” deal at the Rivoli 
| theatre. 


instantly. 


On Aug. 10, Fox West Coast the- | 
/atres were having their monthly | 


giveaway. At the Campus theatre 
in Berkeley’ veteran 
Alfred Smith, 59, was at the tele- 


phone waiting to learn whether | 


someone in his audience had drawn 

/ the $1,000 prize. 
, message, announced the winner— 
seated in another theatre — stag- 
gered to his office and died at the 
| hospital a few hours later. 


AFL Exee Board May Be Forced 
To Act In AA's Jurisdictional Fight 


+ The growing jurisdictional fric. 


286 Profit to Charity 


Petits Lits Blancs (Ball of the Lit-| 
the most impor- | 
tant charity. affair of the year in| 
France, which last week (8) brought | 


which had! 


ishow components. 


Santa | 
driver of the fatal car} 


Death and Dingo seem to be rid- | 


She rushed from her post , 
'in the balcony toward the stage. | 
_En route she collapsed and died, 


manager | 


Smith got the! 





tion between various affiliates of 
the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America may force the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor executive 
board to take a stand in the situa- 
tion there to some talks that the 
| AFL may force the 4A’s, as a re- 
| sult, to change its format into a 

“one-card union.” 

First active step will be taken 
at the AFL convention in Houston 
next month, when Henry Dunn, 
national administrative secretary 
| of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, is expected to introduce a 
| resolution asking that AFL recom- 
mend to its executive board that 
it order the 4’As to become “a 
true international union instead of 
| a federation within a federation.” 
Chances -of its adoption are ex- 
eellent because of the embroil- 
ment of -several 4A’s unions in 
jurisdictional battles, namely the 
squabble between Television Au- 
thority and the Screen Actors 
Guild. 

In addition, the 4A’s in recent 
months has been rife with bicker- 
ings between AGVA and Actors 
Equity on the jurisdiction of *con- 
vention shows, for which both 
unions have staked a claim; status 
of tab legit musicals playing vaude 
| houses, and the jurisdiction of 

“Red, White and Blue,” the Amer- 
ican Leegion-sponsored show for 
which Equity has signed a security 
| agreement with producers Le Roy 
| Prinz and Owen Crump. As a re- 
sult, AGVA has sent out letters 
to its membership ordering its per- 
formers not to sign with that dis- 
| play unless they’re pacted on 
'!AGVA contract forms. The 4A’s 
‘recently met on this issue and in 


(Continued on page 55) 











Sinatra Has Two Foreign 
| Pic Stints in Fire While 
' Prepping His Tele Show 


Frank Sinatra has two foreign 
film propositions brewing, in be- ‘ 
tween readying his CBS-TV series 
which debuts in October. One is a 
Gabriel Pascal idea for George Ber- 
nard Shaw’s ‘“‘Androcles and the 
Lion,” to be filmed in England, and 
the other is a remake of a French 
film, “Mr. Alibi,” which attracted 
Sinatra when he saw it in his dress- 
,ing room, over the British Broad- 
,casting Corp. television system, 
while fulfilling his Palladium, Lon- 
,don engagement. 

Sinatra went to Paris to huddle 
with George Aschermann, rep for 
the French producer of “Alibi,” 
with an eye to buying the Holly- 
wood remake rights, or possibly to 
film it in London or France with 
foreign currency, and for Sinatra 
to retain the western hemisphere 
rights. 

Singer, who just flew in from 
Europe, leaves for Hollywood today 
(Wed.) to further his TV debut. 
Ben Blue will be one of the video 
Paul Dudley, 
who will produce, is en route east 
to lay the groundwork. 


METRO’S ‘END’ PREEMS 
"IN 25 NIP THEATRES 


Tokyo, Aug. 8. 
“Beginning or the End,” Metro’s 


. 2 a eet a 
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| semi-documentary feature on the 


; atomic bomb which culminates 
| with the Hiroshima explosion, will 
| have its Japanese preem Aug. 14 
|with a one shot, day-and-date 
charity screening in 25 theatres 
located in 18 Nipponese cities, in- 
| cluding both Hiroshima and Naga- 
| saki. Proceeds will go to the Hiro- 


shima Reconstruction Committee P 
to aid the rehabilitation program E 
still going on both there and in c 
bomb devastated Nagasaki. Pic is 4 
slated for general release in Japan R 
next month. J 
Decision to release the film in (1 
_ Nippon was reached by the Central H 
|'Motion Picture Exchange, local t] 
| U. S. distributing agency, after the n 
pic was previewed privately by & 
number of prominent Japanese in ir 
‘various fields, majority of whom Vv 
said they favored local release. a 
Film played the Army circuit in tl 
Japan three years ago for Occupa- M 
tion Forces. m 
Nipponese adaptation, with al 
superimposed Jap dialog, will also 1 
,have short prologue featuring Dl 
statements by the mayor of Hiro- st 


ishima and other Japanese leaders. 
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OPERATING PROFITS AHEAD OF ’49 


A Job Well Done 


It was a moot question last week, at the first emergency meet- 
ing of COMPO, whether this was to be a birth or a wake. In- 


dications favored the latter. 


Happily, the Council of Motion 


Picture Organizations was lustily intrenched. As Ned Depinet 


observed, “We have finally got 


it off the ground,” and with the 


smooth diplomacy which distinguished both all-day sessions, 
COMPO figures to fly high. The choice of Arthur L. Mayer as 
executive vicepresident was the capping coup. That he is the 
ideal man for the job appears to be the general intra-trade 


consensus. 


Leo Brecher’s kudo. for Francis S. Harmon’s skillful and ef- 
ficient work was a deserved salute to a tireless and efficient 


worker. 


COMPO prexy Depinet’s “only regret was that I did 


not say what Leo just voiced so well.” 


Compromise and willingness 


to yield, in order to further the 


job, was evidence in plenty that men of good will had come 
from all corners of the nation with an open mind and a sympa- 
thetic attitude in order to consummate, if at all possible, a film 
council that would achieve the most good for an industry that 
has been so good to so many for so long. 


Sparked by the unselfishness 
regarded leader, when Depinet 


of a respected and affectionately 
laid it on the line that the chips 


were down for COMPO, it was only a matter of hours before 
the technical hurdles, advanced by- the Theatre Owners of 
America, were resolved through compromise. 


A fine pattern has been written for COMPO under which, 


for once, an all-industry benevolence should result. 


Exhibitors 


and distributors are allied in financing, through a tithe of 10c- 
per-$100 film rentals—which the distribs match—by which the 


entire picture business must benefit. 


No matter the evolutions 


of the sundry projects, be they lofty-minded or mundanely 
based, the end result must be a plus for “Objective: Boxoffice.” 
It may be called seminars, public relations projects, mutual re- 
spect for theatre vs. producer problems; it may initiate im- 
proved ties with Government, state, local and public agencies; 
it may run the gamut from pluperfect pictures to popcorn— 


the end must spell out better 


business. If the b.o. objective 


ties in so much more with better public relations, so much the 


better. 


It took a solid year to get COMPO off the runway, but the 
bright blue yonder spells beaucoup b.o. black, and on that score 


the Council is indeed a job well done. 


Abel. 





B.0. Being Killed 
By Film Cycles, 


Avers Pix Buyer 


Film cycles are continuing to kill 
the b.o., Bernie Brooks, chief film 
buyer for the Fabian circuit, N. Y., 
declared this week. Over-produc- 
tion of westerns has been respon- 
sible for at least part of the biz 
downbeat during the past year and 
an superfluity of musicals threat- 
ens to repeat the process, the vet 
film man opined. 

Fabian chain’s 50 houses are ex- 
periencing a very sizable upturn in 
grosses currently, which has coin- 
cided, Brooks claims, with the end 
of the oater cycle and an influx of 
dramas, musicals and family-type 
pix. While the musicals have been 
doing well to date, he says, the 
large number of them on release 
schedules for the rest of the year 
may well put them in the same 
b.o.-poison category as westerns. 

“The distributors would do us a 
great favor and themselves even a 
greater favor,” Brooks asserted, “if 
they’d use more foresight and cau- 

(Continued on page 23) 


Rank’s Top Prod. Aide 
Seen Prepping U.S. Tie 
With Voyage This Week 


New impetus to joint production 
plans between J. Arthur Rank, 
British filmmaker, and American 
companies may result from a trans- 
Atlantic trek by Earl St. John, 
Rank’s top production exec. St. 
John embarks from England today 
(Wed.) aboard the Queen Elizabeth. 
He remains in the U. S. for two- 





three weeks on a combined busi- | 


ness-vacation visit. 

Rank official was instrumental 
in working out details for the co- 
venturing of his company and Par- 
amount in “Trio,” filmization of 
three short stories by Somerset 
Maugham, which preems next 
month in the Sutton, New York 
art theatre. Other joint deals with 
Major companies are agreed in 


C. P. Skouras to D.C. 


On Divorcement Talks 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Charles P. Skouras, accompanied 
by John Bertero and John Lavery, 
skies to Washington Sunday (20) 
for huddles with Assistant Attor- 
ney General Herbert Bergson. 

Talks will deal with divorcement- 
divestiture plans for National Thea- 
tres from 20th-Fox, 


New Decree Deal 
Replaces WB Plan 


. Warner Bros, is dropping its at- 
tempt to obtain Treasury Dept. ap- 
proval for the issuance of $54,000,- 
000 in debentures under a pro- 
| posed anti-trust decree. 
|many months of negotiations with 
the Government revenuers, War- 








'idea of issuing both debentures and 
common stock to shareholders in 
place of their interest in the the- 
atre chain. 

Three Warner brothers—Harry, 
Jack and Major Albert—are now 
understood to be preparing a dif- 
ferent plan which would permit the 
company to carry out a consent de- 
cree arrangement with the Dept. of 
Justice. New plan, however, is still 
under wraps. 

There has been some speculation 
that the three brothers may pull 

(Continued on page 47) 


COL REDUCES LOAN 





Production loan extended to Co- 


reduced to $5,400,000 through the 
payment by the major of $600,000. 
Indicating the fiscal strength of the 
company, maximum authorized 
‘until July 31, when it was decreased 
to $9,000,000. Company, however, 
has found no need to draw the ad- 
ditional allowable sum. 

Terms of the loan provide that 
its ceiling be decreased $1,000,000 
yearly. Loan agreement was origi- 
nally made Aug. 12, 1949, with the 
First National Bank of Boston, 





principle, but still require suitable | Bank of America and Manhattan 


Story properties. 


Co. 


After | 


|mers has decided to give up the | 


BY $600,000 PAYOFF 


lumbia by three banks has been | 


amount of the loan was $10,000,000 | 





PAR, AKO EXCEED 
LAST YEAR'S GOIN 


Pix Boxoffice Continues On Upgrade; 
Good Product, Weather Hypo Take 








Operating profits of the major | 
companies are still driving ahead 
of 1949 on a wide front. Gains for | 
some majors are tight but steady 
while those of other film outfits 
maintain a substantial lead of the 
previous year’s reports. Mid-year 
reports of Paramount and RKO, 
| both aired this week, top their rev- 
{enues of last year although neither 
company has scored sharp boosts. 

Par has turned up a net of $2,- 
826,000 for the first six months of major. 
the year. Additionally, company | 
has $829,000 in undistributed earn- | December with his wife and child | 
|ings from non-consolidated subsids, | to handle his first assignment from 
principally DuMont ‘felevision.| U, the starring role in “Samar-) 
Since Par is in its first year as a and,” which Howard Christie will | 
divorced company, there is no com- | Produce. 
parative figure for the same period 
of ’49. 


* 

Paramount’s_ .- pro-forma proxy | D H t D k 
statement on the eve of divorce- | IX Opes 0 uc 
ment gave an estimate of the pro- | 

duction-distribution company’s net 
for the first nine months of 1949. 
That total was $4,494,769. It in- 
cluded DuMont profits. Estimate 
of two-thirds that figure would be 
some $500,000 under earnings re-| 


U’s Farrar Deal 


Unusual multiple-film contract 
has been inked by Universal and 
David Farrar, British pic star. 





British producers Michael Powell 
and Emeric Pressburger, who 
hold first call on the actor for pix 
made in England. Under U's pact, 








Excess Proft Tax 


Washington, Aug. 15. | 
When Congress gets around to) 


passing an excess profits tax, the | 
film industry hopes that it will be | 
exempt from such a bite. Staff | 


(Continued on page 20) 
meeting of the Motion Picture | 
Assn. of America, which discussed | 


Selznick-Kord 
new taxes here today (Tuesday), | 
. > | authorized its tax committee to| 
t é ing a |draft a policy on fresh Govern- | 


|ment imposts as well as informing | 


‘ A ll ects of | 
David O. Selznick and Sir Alex- bo nde gage 2 


ander Korda are at it again. Recent | 7s) 
arbitration decision by Robert R.| ‘Staffers who attended today’s” 
Patterson, which was supposed to | S¢Ssion feel that in the event of | 
|have ended the lengthy trans-At-| 2" excess profits tax the industry | 
lantic dispute between the two should get special consideration in- | 
| producers, has proved to be only | asmuch as the film business went | 
‘the beginning. through the financial wringer dur- | 
| Selznick has refused to follow | 198 the postwar years. - a con- | 
‘the Patterson decision in releasing | tTast to their own plight, they point 
about £100,000 ($280,000) in| t® record-breaking income garn- | 
escrow in England to Korda, while | ered by industrial corporations. | 
the latter has retaliated by holding| At present there is no_ excess 
up delivery of a Technicolor print | profits tax on the books although 
of “Gone to Earth,” as ordered by | Congress may soon pass such a 
the special master following the re-| Measure on an emergency basis. 
cent hearings. Other phases of war legislation 

Battle took on some of the as-| were also studied during the meet. 
pects of a “B” western last Thurs-| Film industry, in common with 
day (10) when Morris Helprin, | other communication media, is cur- 
Korda’s rep, attempted to get the | rently exempt from price controls 
“Gone” print out of Selznick’s pos- | voted by the House. Picture top- 
sible legal clutches by air-express-| pers expressed the hope that the 
ing it to Canada. Print was already | exemption will be retained if and 
on the plane when a standard Cen- (Continued on page 22) 


tit Shes aiheuek ene hots WAR ON THE UPBEAT 
ON FILM TITLES, 700 


(in a Chevy, although a white hoss 
would obviously have been called 

Title registrations with the Mo- | 
tion Picture Assn. of America last | 


(Continued on page 23) 
week indicated that war was still | 
very much on Hollywood’s mind. | 


‘Ohio Critic, Assn. Exec 

Rap Film Industry On Variations on the theme had broad- | 
° ° ened considerably, however, from 
Deal to Sell P Ix to Soviet a Mage so the ree | 
Industry toppers were extremely | €ted labels were almost wholly | 

resentful of the bad beating they | Concerned with Korea. 
took in the Ohio territory last week| Only company still taken with | 
on the Motion Picture Export Assn.|the Korean idea was 20th-Fox, | 
project to sell a block of 20 pic-| which tacked its plaque on a trio 
tures to Russia’ MPEA’s move is/| Of tags. They are “Communism In 
entirely in line with State Dept.) Korea,” “The Battle of the Kore- 
desire and obviously the reverse | ans” and “War of the Koreans.” | 
of what the Soviet propaganda ex- | All were registered as original fea- 
perts want, since the deal has been tures. Understood a plan is afoot 
cooking for almost two years and} to make them from newsreel clips. 
shows no sign of consummation! First title with a comedy conno- 
yet. | tation to its war theme since the | 
Initial attack on sale of the 20 Korean imbroglio began was staked | 
pix was made by W. Ward Marsh, out by Warner Bros. It is “Deady, | 
film editor of the Cleveland Plain} Willing and 4F.” Columbia asked | 
Dealer, in his column. It was) for priority on “Life of General | 
| picked up by Pete Wood, secretary | Patton,” 20th-Fox on “Halls of 
| of the Independent Theatre Owners | Montezuma” (from the Marine | 
| of Ohio, who wired President Tru-| Corps hymn), and Warner Bros. | 
|/man urging a ban on shipment of | on “The Story Behind the Gun.” 
the pix. ey Walter Colmes registered a se-| 
MPEA and distrib execs in New ries of titles for shorts, including | 
(Continued on page 20) |“The Atom Bomb,” “You and the | 
Atom Bomb,” “You Can Beat the | 
Atom Bomb” and “Self-Defense 
Against the Atom Bomb.” | 


Interplanetary travel also con- | 
tinued to get a Hollywood play with | 
Republic registering “Flying 
Planet Men.” It has previously | 
claimed “Flying Disc Man from) 
Mars,” ... aienadi aa 
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Nat’] B.O. Survey 


VariEty’s National Bozxoffice 
Survey, which usually appears 
in this space, is being given 
fuller treatment this week be- 
cause of the unusually strong 
| nationwide b.o. upbeat. 











+ Improvement in 


vv 


| Farrar’s services in the U. S. be-| 
long exclusively to the American 
|and some new socko fare just be- 
Actor is due in the U. S. in| 


the nation’s 


| film theatre boxoffice, which has 


|become more pronounced in the 
|last few weeks, continues on the 
| upgrade this session. 
By | 
signing Farrar, U shares him with 


Combination 
of the Korean warfare, wartime 
psychology, mild and _ favorable 
business weather and_stronger- 
than - usual summer product is 
bringing the improved theatre 
trade, in the belief of many ex- 
hibitors. While the current week 
is marked by numerous holdovers 


ing launched, business at the wick- 
ets still is reflecting the vastly 
better film takings. 


Tipoff of how the boxoffice has 
picked up is indicated by the fact 
that the first eight strongest pic- 
tures in VARIETY’s Golden Dozen 
for the week will show nearly $1,- 
040,000 total gross. Many of the 
strongest spots are favored by cool 
weather, but, as in the case of San 
Francisco and St. Louis, such 
factor does not always mean big- 
ger trade. In Frisco, trade is up 
sharply despite the admitted draw 
of many summer attractions. St. 


(Continued on page 20) ° 


Initial Contract Draft 
On Hughes’ Sellout To 
Brandt Gets Coast 0.0. 


Initial draft of the completed 
contract for acquistion of the RKO 
circuit by Harry Brandt’s Trans- 
Lux chain went to the Coast over 
the weekend. Noah Dietrich, prin- 
cipal adviser to controlling stock- 
holder Howard Hughes, and Tom 
Slack, Hughes’ attorney, are gan- 
dering the pact in California. 

If it meets their okay they will 
present it to Hughes for his ap- 
proval. They are expected to ask, 
possibly, for changes in details— 
all parties have agreed to the trans- 
fer in principle—which would ne- 
cessitate further discussion. 


If minor, that might be carried 
out by phone. Otherwise, Dietrich 


(Continued on page 52) 
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Filites See Ist Promise of Unity 
Following 2-Day COMPO Powwow 





Film 


was purged-and-cured at _ilast 
week’s critical meet in New York} 
of COMPO ‘Council 
Picture Organizations). In the w ake | 
of that confab, which featured a, 
declaration by Ned E, Depinet, | 


RKO prez who heads the all-in-| 


' 
dustry proje oct, that the chips were 


down, filmites now see the first 
real promise of unity within the 
ind It took a war crisis bow 
the threat t at the industry would 
have no recognized spokesman in 
Seuskdente to pull the trick 
Two-day session covered plenty 
of ground, including reconciliation 
of the Theatre Owners of America 
before it ended. But the main ad- 
vantage in the eyes of many in- 


dustrvites is the greatly-enhanced | 


chances of improved public rela- 


tions. In this regard, results of a! 
number of surveys were aired at 
the meet, demonstrating again that 


industry rates near the 
in public regard. 

COMPO reborn and re- 
at the board gathering, 
see the next few 
onths as the -industry’s big 
nance to establish an entente 
liale with both the public and 
Government. The war crisis, | 


the fil m 
cellar 
With 
1€ dq 
circ 


7) 


ry 


? 


i€s 


© how 


- 


ie 


ipe a the industry along because 
undeniabie tremendous 
operation which has dwarfed 
hat of other fields. By cutting 
1rough the snarls which had 
rippled COMPO, the industry is 

in a position to throw its 

weight behind the Govern- 


mn 


its 


“ 


Hes otee ores 


Specifically the COMPO meet 
complished the following: 

1. Through straight-talking fol-, 
lowed by a willingness to com- 
prom it won over TOA to full 
cooperation with COMPOQ’s role as 
(Continued on page 46) 


UP, H.0. Chiefs 
Set Policy Talks 


United Paramount theatre cir- 
cuit chiefs and h.o. toppers will 
stage policy talks in a three-day 
meet scheduled to begin Sept. 26. 
Locale of the conclave will be 
somewhere in the Poconos, resort 
mountain range in Pennsylvania, 
with the actual site yet to be 
chosen. Theatre operations during 
the eight-month divorcement | 
stretch will come in for heavy dis-, 
cussions. 

Karl Hoblitzelle, Interstate cir- | 
cuit chief currently vacationing at) 
Cape Cod, Mass., 
associate, Robert J. 


ac 


ise, 





O’Dennell, 


have been invited and will attend. | 


Renewal of dickering on a breakup 
of Interstate’s partnership with UP 
may be carried on at the Poconos 
meet. One prelim talk has already 
been held, and there are still a 
number of points which must be 
cleared. 

Following the meeting, Hoblit- 
velie returns to Cape Cod. When 
he winds up his stay, Oct. 15, he 
will stop in N. Y. en route to his 
Dallas h.q. It is expected that fur-| 
ther breakup talks will then be/| 
held. 


‘PROJECT BOXOFFICE’ 
SET FOR COMPO PROBE 


COMPO’s upcoming probe into 
the possibilities of a full-scale na- 
tional survey of the film market 
has been tagged “project boxoffice” 
by the industry’s board. Recent 
two-day COMPO meet authorized 
the appropriation of $3,500 for a 
basic study of the project. If a 
final survey is okayed, the $3.500 
will only be a starter since it is 
estimated that a check into audi- 
ence tastes and what's right-and- 
wrong with the industry would 
cost upwards of $50,000. 

Because the COMPO board con- 
siders the project of prime impor- 





tance, a permanent committee of, 


six will pe named by Ned E. Depi- 
net, COMPO prez, to carry on the 
work. This committee will re- 
port directly to the board. Sev- 
eral college professors who are ex- 
perts in the field are being consid- 
ered to get the job started. 


of Motion | ; 


ike those of the past, have always | 


as well as his) 


industry’s chronic allergy ¢~ 
to union under a single banner 


Mayer’s Pledge 

Acknowledging his appoint- 
ment as COMPO executive di- 
rector, Arthur L. Maver wrote 
COMPO prez Ned Depinet ves- 
terday (Tuesday) that he was 
“profoundly moved” that his 
fellow workers chose him for 
the post. He pledged “every 
ounce of energy, enthusiasm 
and experience of which I am 
capable,” for COMPO’s 
cess. 

Maver pointed out that there 
are 238,000 men and women in 
the picture business. “Through 
you (Depinet),” he wrote, “I 
plead for their faith in me and 
their participation in our ac- 
tivities so that we can make 
our films and our theatres the 
beloved arsenal of American 
democracy.” 


suc- 








COMPO's New 


Exec VP. Will 
Address TOA 


Sndicniinn the Theatre Owners 
of America’s intentiom to cooperate 
with COMPO now that the snarls 
have been untangled, Gael Sulli- 
van, TOA exec director, said this 
week that Arthur L. Mayer, newly- 
named exec veepee of COMPO, 
will be invited to the theatre 
group’s national convention in 
Dallas in October. Mayer's talk to 
the conclave will probably be 
targeted at explaining COMPO’s 
aims and asking for full support of 


members. The Mayer talk will be 
| “highlighted” 
' Sullivan declared. 


at the convention, 


As a further sign of TOA co- 


| 


Kelly Preps ‘Caste’ 


Arthur W. Kelly returned to 
'New York yesterday (Tuesday) 
following a Coast visit te set pro- 
duction plans on “Half Caste,” 
which he is planning to make in- 
dependently. 

Former United Artists exec v.p. 


| also huddled with Charles Chap- | 


| 


lin, whom he has repped for many 
years and is now repping on “City | 
Lights” reissue. 


Little Hope For 
FC-EL Merger 


As the weeks roll by, the chances 
of any revised deal whereby the 
dormant merger of Film Classics 


and Eagle Lion becomes a reality 
become almost nil. Renewed talks 
between William C. MacMillen, 
Eagle Lion Classics’ prez, and 
Joseph Bernhard, head of the non- 
operative Film Classics, are slated 
to start today (Wed.) or tomorrow. | 
Little hope is offered by insiders | 





, of any change in the stalled setup. | 


; 


' FC creditors, 


| operation, Sullivan intends to turn |} 
over to COMPO the job of dealing | 


with W. Stuart Symington, chair- 
man of the National Resources 
Board. Sullivan opened initial 
talks with Symington several 
' weeks back in behalf of TOA. He 


had planned to present to the Gov-| 


ernment official a program of 
cooperation on the part of TOA 
members. 

| Understood that TOA will make 
no effort to deal directly with the 
Government except where the in- 


(Continued on page 22) 


‘TOA PUSHES DRIVE 
TO ACCEPT THEATRE TY 


Theatre Owners of America is 
upping its drive for a wide accept- 
ance of theatre television among 
exhibs, politicos, educators and the 
,public generally. 
/is being circulated, which explains 
the need for large-screen TV while 
discounting the impression that 
there is any desire “to monopolize 
any category of films for theatre 
television, any more than the films 
have ever monopolized programs 
for theatres.” Statement is made 





GOLDWYN HAS SIX 


' 
' 


_left Hollywood today (Tuesday) for 
, Berkeley, Cal., 


New brochure | 


in a foreword of Gael Sullivan, | 


| TOA’s exec ~irector. 


Bulk of the brochure is a reprint | 


‘of a speech made by Nathan L. Hal- 

| pern, TOA video consultant, before 
jthe Southern California Theatre 
,Owners Assn. 
declares that the new medium 
would supplement, not supplant, 
regular feature product in flick- 
eries. “If theatre television were 
to increase boxoffice only 25 times 
a year, it might well provide a 
profitable difference in profitable 
theatre operations and in stabiliz- 
ing all segments of the film indus- 
try.” 

Brochure is being mailed to all 
film producers, to radio and TV 
editors throughout the country as 
Well as to legislators, businessmen, 
educators and members of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, 


COOLEY’S SCHWARZ OATERS 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Spade Cooley, armed with a fid- 
dle and six-gun, will gallop four 
times this year on Jack Schwarz’s 
production for Eague Lion release. 

Starrer is “Border Raiders,” 
with Jack Seaman producing and 
| Richard Talmadge directing. 





Sullivan's foreword . 


MacMillen returned this week | 


ifrom a short vacation. During his | 


absence, nothing new transpired | 
to give Bernhard or Irving Kauf- 
man, assignee for the benefit of 
any real reason for 
believing that an amicable deal can 
be worked out. Unless Bernhard 
is now in a position to come for- 
ward with outside financing, the 
likelihood of his obtaining some 
stock. interest in ELC is exceed- 
ingly dim. 

Which probably means that 
Kaufman will go ahead with a suit 
against ELC and Pathe Industries, 
EL and ELC parent company, 
challenging collapse of the pro- 
posed merger. Kaufman has pre- 
viously declared that MacMillen 
must come across with something 
better than the 10° of ELC’s: 
distrib fees on pix which originally 
were handled by FC. Maintaining 
that Bernhard performed as much 
of his share on the merger as he 
could, Kaufman is arguing that 


(Continued on page 20) 

















| will be piped into the State Lake, | 


WRITERS AT WORK 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Samuel Goldwyn, who returned 
here this week after being away six | 
months, disclosed that his produc- 
tion plans are indeterminate as vet. 
He has six writers working on vari- 
ous stories. Development of them 
will determine which he does first. 


Goldwyn and his wife, Frances, 


to attend the mar- | 
riage tomorrow of their son,' 
Samuel, Jr., to Jennifer Howard, 
daughter of the late playwright, 
Sidney Howard. Ceremony will be | 
held at the home of the bride’: | 
uncle, Duncan McDuffie. 

Goldwyn flew back to the Coast 
Sunday (13) after spending the last 
few days of his absence from Hol- 
lywood at the home of banker 


Robert Lehman in Port Jefferson, 
N. W¥. 


NLRB Orders Elections 
In 30 Days on SPG, IA 


Washington, Aug. 15. 
National Labor Relations Board 
has ordered elections within 30) 
days to determine whether the) 
Screen Publicists Guild or IATSE) 
should bargain for the screen 


{ 











publicists of the member com-! 


panies of Society of Independent | 
Motion Picture Producers and the, 
Independent Motion Picture Pro-| 
ducers Assn. Action follows hear- | 
ings of last June. The order found | 


_that the IMPPA press agents con- | 


stituted one appropriate group for 
bargaining and that the flacks of 
the SIMPP members constituted a. 
separate one. 

The Publicists Guild petitioned | 
for the Labor Board to step in, with} 
IATSE intervening. However, said 
NLRB, “The compliance status of 
the petitioner has lapsed since the! 
hearing in this matter. In the, 


, event it fails to renew its compli- | 


\ 


ance with Section 9th) of the Act 
within two weeks from the date of 
this direction, the regional director ! 
is to advise the Board to that effect. 
No election shall be conducted un- 
til and unless compliance has been 
renewed.” 


| 


Uptown ang Tivoli, three Balaban } 
& Katz. Chicago houses, and the: 
Michigan, Detroit flagship of 
United Detroit -theatres, regular 
scales of the flickeries will be in 
effect. For other games, varying 
upped prices will be set to see 
(Continued on page 22) 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Don Ameche 
Art Arthur 
Jack Benny 





Warner B 05. roriny Intensi 
An intensive search for original 
|Story material, which Warners 
|_ The growth ‘of 16m theatres in’ weeks, will be an important part 
| France is amazing even the most of the studio’s future operations, 
thusiast, according to Richard de gecjared toda 
y (Tuesday). - In un- 
|Rochemont, March of Time-chief, veiling details of the quest, he said 
| small communities at low admis- ve 
additions to company property 
'Sions, the 16m _ operations are jit; ¢rom the field of originals. 
on the old features used are small, ha : 
it represents “found” money for Pointed out, “is the lifeblood of 
\the film industry. Our examina- 
Complete shows are sold to a _§ 
16m ‘exhibitor for a full week so the original is the foundation of 
the medium. At least half of the 
towns in that period. 90) uct 
| been originals. Originals written 
9 _ jespecially for the screen and hav- 
UP’s Big Ten y by other mediums are, in my 
a the basis of our business.” 
a. for the camera require no 
;doctoring. “This is an advantage,” 
I 
e.e ‘usually causes a loss in transmis- 
As Critical Test sion, just as most engravings do 
original.” He also noted that crea- 
United Paramount's coup of tion of originals especially for the 
rights to the Big Ten football Pemdence upon plays, published 
games this fall may be the big Works, magazine articles and other 
are waiting for before a mass rush | | “In other words,” Warner said, 
is staged to tool up flickeries with “Originals are insurance that there 
what Leonard H. Goldenson, UP terial. We will not have to take 
prez, is hoping for and half ex- our chances on whether the com- 
Goldenson, Big Ten biggies and kinds of material available. If 
football officials throughout the the Broadway stage has a bad ‘sea- 
schedule of gridiron matches bring out the kind of books and 
which four UP houses will play (Continued on page 6) 
b.o. pulling power of large-screen’! 
TV in sports. Because the ex- 
is of top importance, Goldenson 
Said this week that various price | 
out during the season. "h() () D by 
For some of the games wis $Car eT 
Hollywood, Aug. 
chairman of a committee au- 
thorized to name the date, place 
Derby, to be held here some time 
next March. Other members of the 
Fred Metzler and G. Carlton Hunt. 
Meanwhile, the studios are get- 
ing for position although the dead- 
line for entries is far away—Dec. 
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Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
| France’s 16m Growth | 
(quietly inaugurated in recent 
| optimistic narrow-gauge film eNn- production chief Jack L. Warner 
| just back from Europe. Playing ‘that he was encouraged by recent 
drawing well. While actual rentals “Kan eligiaas “wacy.” Wesker 
ne tion of screen history proves that 
he can travel the show to several 
great boxoffice successes have 
ing no prior limitations imposed 
T ° Th 7 Moreover, Warner added, stories 
al 
ry in C res ne emphasized, “because doctoring 
not carry the full values of the 
snatching large-screen television Screen relieves the industry of de- 
click boxoffice-wise that exhibs Sources. 
TV equipment. ‘At least, that is Will be a supply of filmable ma- 
pecting. ing months and years make other 
country are viewing the nine-game son, or if the publishers don't 
exclusively as a critical test of the | 
perimental nature of the program ! Ready Track For 
scales and policies would be ied) 

Johnny Green was pone 
and format of the next Oscar 
committee are Charles Brackett, 
ting an early start in their jockey- 
24. Already warming up is a strong 


Lloyd Bridges field of contenders, including 
Alice Faye “Sunset Boulevard,” “Story of a 
Freddie Fields Divorcee,” “The Glass Menagerie,” 
Al Fisher “Rio Bravo.” “King Solomon's 
Al Fowler 


Mines,” “Harvey,” “Born Yester- 
day” and “All About Eve.” 


* A. to N. Y. 
Bert Allenberg 
Louise (Mrs. Martin) Beck 
Barbara Bel Geddes 
Amanda Blake 
Joan Blondell 
George Callahan 
Sally Cobb 
Howard Dietz 
Paul Dudley 
Lynn Farnol 
Lisa Ferreday 
Paul Foley 


Ava Gardner 
Phil Harris 
Florence Husted 
Louis S. Lifton 
Mary Livingstone 
Luigi Luraschi 
Mack Millar 
Edith Miller 
Zero Mostel 

Sir Laurence Olivier 
Mary Pickford 
Peter Potter 
Joel Preston 
Thelma Ritter 
Alfred S. Rogell 
Manie Sacks 





Joseph Schildkraut Lou Goldberg 
Ann Sheridan Cary Grant 
Frank Sinatra. Kathryn Grayson 
Ezra Stern Sig Herzig 


Warren Stevens 
Blanche Thebom 
Giuseppe Valdengo 
Robert Whitehead 


N. Y. to Europe 


Leo Coleman 
Errol Flynn 
Yehudi Menuhin 
Ray Milland 
Marie Powers 
Harvey Stone 
Bruno Walter 
John Wildberg 


Europe to N. Y. 
Michael Arlen 
Milton Berle 
Milton Biow 
Helen Hayes 
Conrad Hilton, Jr. 
J. P. McEvoy 
Joseph Newman 
Richard Pleasant 
Robert Sarnoff 
Elizabeth Taylor 
Earl Wilson 
Julie Wilson 


Richard Hodgson 
Russell Holman 
John Houseman 
Mary Beth Hughes 
Betty Hutton 
Walter Kane 
Arthur W. Kelly 
Howard E. Kohn 
John Larkin 
Harry Maizlish 
Mike Mazurki 
Leo Mishkin 
Robert Nathan 
Edmond O'Brien 
Lindsley Parsons 
William H. Pine 
Ron Randell 
Gene Raymond 
Trescott Ripley 
Helene Stanley 
Gloria Swanson 
Lyle Thayer 
Helen Traubel 
Wally Wallingford 
Arleen Whelan 
Richard Whorf 
Patrice Wymore 
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‘20th-Fox, is taking over the post 
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RUSH PIX TO B 





4-Point ‘Plan of Action’ Outlined 
In Wald-Krasna RKO 5-Year Deal 





Hollywood, Aug. 15. + 


“We may outrage audiences or 
we may delight them, but you can | 
be sure we won't bore them,” | 
Jerry 


Wald and Norman Krasna} 
promised at 


a press conference | 
here today (Tuesday) in which they | 
laid out plans for carrying through 
their new 60-film commitment to | 
RKO. Wald disclosed a four-point | 
“plan of action” under which the} 
new unit will operate during the} 
five-year deal. 

One point will be a royalty sys-| 
tem whereby writers, directors, | 
actors and other creative talent 
will have a continuing interest in| 
their productions. This will op-| 
erate like the royalty systems of 
book and music publishers, with 
a percentage of profits going to 
creators. It’s new to Hollywood, 
closest previous setup being par- 
ticipation in indie productions for 
capital gains tax purposes. 

“There is little that is more} 
harmful to the kind of explosive 
talent with which we want to be | 
surrounded,” Wald explained, | 
“than the’ guaranteed weekly | 
stipend which may mean security 
but which has more often meant | 
indolence and indifference.” 


Other of the “four points” in-| 
elude: | 


1. Plan to get newspaper feature | 


writers to “research plots and/ tried that experiment on 25 of its tion boom to dwarf them all. War- 
ideas | theatres for two months and wound | ners, for example, will reach a 13- 


ideas preparatory to such 
being committed to paper as) 
originals or screenplays. This is to | 
provide topical themes on a “city 
desk” basis. Five ed-reporters will | 
be hired to tour the country for | 
material. 

2. Films will be fully planned | 
before shooting as a method of 
controlling costs. ‘‘We shall obviate 
need for five different setups for | 
the same scene and neither under- 


(Continued on page 20) 


SAG Seeks to Quiet 
Indignant Exhibitors | 
On Bob Hope Spoof 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Screen Actors Guild is seeking 
to quiet those indignant exhib 
gripes over a recent Bob Hope tel- 
evision show by letting the world 
know that Hope is neutral. Thea- 
tremen squawks arose because of 
a ribbing which the comic handed 
film production in an unfavorable 
comparison with TV presentation. 

In answer to a letter by True- 
man T. Rembusch, National Allied 
prexy, pointing out the incident, 
SAG's secretary, John Dales, cites 
the fact that Hope ridicules a num- | 
ber o1 TV practices in “The Lemon | 
Drop Kid,” comic’s latest pic being | 
shot by Paramount. 


Howard Minsky Set 
As Par Mid-East Mgr. 


Howard Minsky, sales exec who 
joined Paramount several months 
back, has been named as the com- 
pany’s mid-eastern division man- 
ager. Minsky, formerly with 














vacated by the death of Harry H. 
Goldstein. During the interim, 
Hugh Owen, eastern and southern 
divisional chief, has been super- 
Vising the area. 
Minsky will make his h.q. in) 


Wald-Krasna to N. Y. 





Jerry Wald and Norman 
Krasna will be in New York 
next week to meet their new 
boss, RKO prexy Ned E. De- 
pinet, and the company’s sales 
and distribution execs. Pair | 


inked a new pact this week to | 


deliver 12 a year to RKO for | 
the next five years. 

While east, it is expected | 
that the,pew indie unit chiefs | 
will also go into the possible’ | 
employment of a publicity and | 
business rep in New York. | 
They will also dicker for story 
properties and acting talent. 


| 
j 
| 





| 
| 


Price Cuts Fail 


To Revive Biz, | 


} 


FWC Discovers: 


| 

Los Angeles, Aug. 15. | 

Lowering admission prices is not | 
the answer to the slump in the film 
house boxoffice. Fox West Coast | 





' 


up with decreased attendance, in 
addition to a heavier drop in re- 
ceipts. Now the circuit is restor- 
ing the old prices to all but three 
of its houses. 

The experiment was a success in 
only one theatre, the Mesa, where 
the reduction from 65 to 44c re- 
sulted in a 15% increase in cus- 
tomers. Two others, the Rivoli 
and the Apollo, barely broke even 
and will go back to the old scales 
unless they show early improve- 
ment. Meanwhile, some of the 
theatres have increased their at- 
tendance since they went back to 
the higher scales. 





N. Y. Indies Haven’t Cut Recently 

Survey of independent circuits 
in the New York metropolitan area 
last week shows that most theatres 
in secondary situations have not 
experimented with price reduc- 
tions in recent months, nor do 
they plan such steps in the near 
future. Majority of exhibitors 
pointed out that high operating 
costs rule out any slices in the 
first place. 

It was also stressed that the chief 
reason behind reluctance of thea- 
tremen to slice tariffs is that they 
fear incurring ill-will among pa- 
trons in case it’s necessary to hike 
the tap again. One exhib noted 
that you can always come down, 
but customers are invariably bitter 
when scales are revised upward. 

Korean War indirectly is respon- 
sible for continuance of existing 
admission rates. For when the 
Council of Motion Picture Organiza- 
tions was campaigning before Con- 


| iest backlog of completed films in 








EAT SHORTAGES 





AlG UPBEAT ON 
HWO0D PROD. 


By NEAL GRAHAM 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. | 
Although fortified with the heav- | 


years, Hollywood isn’t considering 
a production slackoff. With cer- 
tain materials already on the scarce 
lists because of the current Korean 
crisis, the next scarce “material” 
on the lots might be leading men. 
as a result, it’s “let’s shoot ’em 
while we can, boys—just’ in case!” 

Expanded push during the first 
seven months of this year has meant 


McNutt Said Ready to Hunt Coin 
For UA With Completion of Audit 





Wageless UA Jobs 


Three key men in United 
Artists’ new management 
group have been receiying no 
salary since they took over 
July 11. They are board -chair- 
man Paul V. McNutt, prexy 
Frank L. McNamee and sec- 
retary Max Kravetz. 

It is expected that McNa- 
mee and perhaps Kravetz will 
go on the payroll sometime 
after next Monday (21). That’s 
when the auditors will finish 





a total of 222 feature-length films 
going before the cameras in this 
period as compared with 191 for | 
the same period last year. And of | 
this year’s product. more were top- | 
budgeted affairs than ever before. | 
Drive for better product has led to 
Republic’s cutback from 28 to 22 
films for the first seven-month pe- 
riod, with only other cut being the 
one suffered by United Artists. 
Slice here, however, was taused by 
unstable conditions of company, 
esvecially during past six weeks. 
With all remaining studios it’s a 
case of upved production. 
Despite the tremendous backlog 
of 207 nix and the high number of 
films which have already gone be- | 
fore the cameras this year, the 
next few weeks will see a produc- 


} 
} 
| 
| 


year peak within the next couple 
(Continued on page 23) 


SELZNICK LAYS CLAIM 
TO 10 PICTURE TITLES 


David O. Selznick, who has been | 








| hiatus in releases 
looking to J. Arthur Rank possib- | 


inspection of UA’s books for 
the new management, which 
will tee off steps by McNutt 
to bring new coin in. 


UA Seeking To 
Handle Rank’s 
Product in U S. 


United 








which faces a 
next March, is 


Artists, 


ly to fill the gap. It is understood 


that the new management of UA | 


is making representations to. the 
British producer on handling some 
of his product in the U.S. 


Move is in line with indications | 
that Rank and Eagle Lion will be | 


parting company soon. Their pact 
has until the end of next year to 
run, but there is a possibility that 
it will be mutually abrogated be- 


inactive in Hollywood for the past | fore that time or that at least EL 


Motion Picture Assn. of America | on Rank product in the U. S., will | 


last week. It is understood that the | forego some of it, giving UA a 








gress to have the 20% federal tax 
eliminated in whole or part, the 
group pledged to cut scales in pro- 
portion to the tax reduction. Na- 

tion’s rearmament program kayoed | 

— chance of the b.o. bite’s heave- 
0. 


N.Y. Nabes Give Free 


Bus Tix to Patrons 


In a smart move to build trade 
and cultivate customer goodwill 











Philly, Washington, Pittsburgh, |.in Queens, N. Y., are offering free | 
that “when using the Queens Nas- 

National Screen Service branch, a theatre transfer. Present the 
Monday (14) with company top-; hand you a return bus ticket at no | 
Conclave is the second of three | the policy has snared good audi- | 
was held during the week of July | However, he added, it’s “too early | 


producer, now on the Coast, is at- | 
tempting to set one or more units | 
to work in Hollywood, but that | 
they won’t start until after his re- | 
turn from a projected European | 
trip. 

Labels to which he staked claims 
are “The Marble Faun” (on which 
Irving Allen and Laurel Films have 
priority), “The Chimes”, “Songs 
My Mother Taught Me,” “Hans 
Brinker of the Silver Skates” (Ed- 
ward Small has priority), ‘““The Un- 





loved” and “The Loved” (on both | journ on the Coast. Gamble shoved | (14), 


chance to cut in. 

Without a windfall of films from 
Rank or some other source, UA 
faces a problem that has become 
habitual in its 31-year-history—a 


(Continued on page 18) 


Gamble East 


Circuit operator Ted Gamble 
pulled into New York this week for 
a short stay after a prolonged so- 





+ Clarification of the confusion 


| which has surrounded the change 
of management in United Artists 
will start with completion next 
Monday (21) of an auditor’s report, 
|it was said this week by the com- 
pany’s new execs. Accountants, 
| who have been working on the 
| UA books since the new group 
| took control July 11, were ordered 
| last week to put on overtime help 
to complete the job before the 
Aug. 28 deadline originally set. 
Board chairman Paul V. McNutt 
has informed his colleagues in the 
/new UA deal that with the audit 
| in hand he will be ready to go out 
‘and Start lining up the financing 
that is required. Attempt will be 
made to. get $1,000,000 for an 
operating fund and anywhere up 
| to $10,000,000 for a _ production 
| fund, 
| Where McNutt will seek the 
| coin, or what his chances of get- 
| ting it are, are as much mysteries 
| as the details of the deal by which 
the management was_ switched. 
| Only extent to which that’s been 
cleared up is that it was not a 
change of ownership, Mary Pick- 
| ford still having in large measure 
/control of the company. 
| McNutt and prexy Frank L. 
| McNamee put the auditors to work 
the day they took, over and claim 
to have been waiting for the re- 
| port ever since, before going for- 
| ward with new plans, They say 
that with the findings in hand next 
week, they hope by October to 
have the company back in full 
' swing. 


Sales Topper 
Only thing they’ll probably be 
| lacking is a general salesmanager. 
| They’ve pretty much given up the 
| idea of getting one, since they are 
unable to pay the price or give the 
(Continued on page 23) 


Brandt's Trans-Lux 
Chain Snares D.C. 


| House From Group 


Years-long series of battles 
between Harry Brandi, who con- 
trols the Trans-Lux circuit, and a 
syndicate which owns a half in- 
| terest with it in the Washingt ~, 
| D.C., Trans-Lux, resulted in trar 6- 
| fer of control of the house Monday 
Trans-Lux parent company 





of which United Artists holds off for Washington for confabs/! took over the lease from the syn- 
priority), “The Loved and The Un-| with Republican party politicos | dicate, giving the Brandt setup 


loved,” “Rio” (20th-Fox has pri-| 
ority) and “Freedom of the Press.” 

Selznick is slated to go to Lon- | 
don later this month, but there’s. 
a strong possibility his plans may | 
be changed. 


but is due back in Gotham today 
(Wed.). He serves as_ vice-chair- 
man of the Republicans’ financial 
committee. 

Gamble will head for the Coast 
again at the end of the week. 





Indie Distrib Confusion Slowing 


- Plan for $20,000,000 Prod. Fund 


Current confusion in the indie | 
distribution’ picture is slowing plan 
advanced by Alex Ardrey, exec 
v.p. of Bankers Trust Co., N.Y., 


several months ago for establish- 
ment of a $20,000,000 independent 
production financing fund. 

While a slowdown on completion 
of a report on financial history of 
indie production is_ technically 
holding up progress toward estab- 
lishment of the fund, the situation 
at United Artists currently is the 
real slower-downer. Report has 
been held up awaiting return of 
Samuel Goldwyn to Hollywood for 
the presentation of his figures. 

Until the UA situation is clarifi- 





ed, it is expected that there will be | 


no real action regarding the 
Ardrey proposal. Basic to it is a 
strong distributing company to 
handle product made under the 
plan. UA now is in throes of re- 
organization brought about by a 
management change, and the in- 
dustry and banks are in the dark 
as to its future. 

As things stand now, the situa- 


| which is the old-line standard com- 


/ mount, RKO and other major dis- 


pix for other distribs than for UA, 


pany for release of indie product. 
Pix made for Warner Bros., Para- 


tribs offer no financing problem, 
since the releasing company gen- 
erally puts up at least second 
money and guarantees. 

Ardrey plan was presented in 
an effort to stimulate indie produc- 
tion. Bank was. willing to make 


compiete control of the operation. 
Deal also resulted in the ash- 
‘canning of long negotiations by 
| Lopert Films, N.Y., for acquisition 
of the lease. Lopert offered $50,- 
| 000 a year rent against the $45,000 
which T-L will pay, but the syn- 
dicate elected to accept the latter 
deal “because it had fewer gim- 
| micks.” 
| In the financial group which 
shares a half interest with the T-L 
| parent group in ownership of the 
property is Ned E. Depinet, RKO 
prexy; Sam Dembow, Jr., vet film 
exec; Lewis Blumberg, son of Uni- 
versal prez Nate Blumberg; Phil 
Reisman, RKO foreign chief; Ar- 
thur L. Mayer, new exec v.p. of the 
Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
zations; indie producer Jules Levey, 


* (Continued on page 18) 


20th ‘Panic’ Forces Col. 











$10,000,000 available in a revolving 


To Delay ‘City’ Till Dec. 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


fund and had obtained interest of | P 
Wall street firms for advancement, Columbia has decided to with- 
‘of a similar sum in speculative | hold smallpox drama, “Frightened 
| second money. Prior to setting up City,” until December. Decision is 


the organization, however, Ardrey understood to be result of current 
asked for an historical study of , release of 20th’s similarly-themed 
representative indie production | “Panic in Streets.” “City,” press- 
"over the past 10 years. He promis-| previewed in May, was slated for 
ed to go ahead if this proved its first engagements this month. 
majority of pix were moneymakers.| When released, it will carry 
George Bagnall has been repping yoriginal tag, “Killer That Stalked 
the Society of Independent Motion _N. Y.” 
Picture Prodtcers, co-sponsors of | Studio is also holding up on 
the plan, in getting the report William Dozier’s leprosy drama, 
together. He has been awaiting | “You Walk Alone.” There are no 
the return of Goldwyn from New | immediate plans for film, company 
York, considering the figures that | deciding to wait returns on “Kill- 


Philadelphia. His territory takes in | two houses of the Intefboro circuit 
Cleveland, Cincinnati and Detroit.| bus tickets to patrons. Chain’s ad 
in the L. I. Star-Journal points out 
’ sau bus lines to the Parsons and 
NSS H.0. Huddles College theatres, ask the driver for 
Managers started a full week of | transfer at the boxoffice when you 
homeoffice haddles in New York | buy your ticket and the cashier will 
pers. Agenda is said to be confined | extra charge.” 
to general business discussions. In effect only a couple of weeks, | 
scheduled meets of groups of man-| ence reaction, according to Inter- | 
agers with h.o. execs. First session | boro veepee Morris Strausberg. 
10 while the third is slated for ead 
week of Aug. 21. 


to predict” whether the scheme is tion is rapidly changing to the 
definitely stimulating attendance.' point that more indies are making 





the producer could offer are vital | er” before starting another dis- 


to the study. 
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-SIMEP Fights Voluntary Foreign Curb) 
On Exports; Conflict With MPAA 


Voluntary limitation by 
can companies of the number of 


pix they export into any foreign! 


country will be fought as a prin- 


cipal by the Society of Independ- | 
Producers. | 


ent Motion Picture 
Such voluntary restriction current- 
iv faces the industry in Italy, is 
in effect in Germany and is a 
problem in Spain, Japan, France 
and other countries. 

SIMPP policy, discussed at a 
meeting of its eastern distribution 
committee in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday). is bound to run it into 
conflict with the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America-Motion Picture 
Export Assn. MPEA, as the foreign 
arm of MPAA.. has entered into 
some such voluntary agreements 
and is negotiating others. 

In line with its drive overseas, 
committee voted for active pool 
in upcoming negotiations with the 
German government in Frankfort 
over new licenses. SIMPP will send 
a rep to that confab which is 
slated to start soon. Group is 
cabling Germany to learn the date 
of when talks begin. 

SIMPP’s stand is that such 
voluntary restrictions are illegal, 
since while made by one group, 
they in effect operate to curtail 
the entire industry. Society pre- 
fers, if there must be any ceiling 
on imports, that they be arbitrarily 
set by the government involved. 

It feels that this will put the 
industry in a strong position to 
protest to the U. S. Dept. of State 
and get government aid in obtain- 
ing complete removal of restric- 
tions or, at least a reasonable limit. 
By voluntarily agreeing to a ceil- 
ing, industry is in no position to 
protest to the U. S. government, 
SIMPP figures. 

Society aiso believes that arbi- 
trary rather than voluntary re- 
strictions will give indies a better 
break on proportion of permits is- 
sued. It objects that MPEA when 

(Continued on page 18) 


JUNE-JULY PERIOD 
SLIM ON STOCK SALES 


Washington, Aug. 15. 

In a slim month of insider stock 
transactions—the period from June 
11.to July 10—Noah Dietrich, of 
the RKO board purchased his first 
1,000 shares of the company’s $1 
par common, according to the Se- 
curities & Exchange report. A. Dee 
Simpson, a Texan like Dietrich and 
RKO boss Howard Hughes, bought 
his first 200 shares of the common. 
J. Miller Walker, of New York, 
also on the board, purchased 500, 
to give himself 600 shares. 

Edwin Van Pelt increased his 
holdings of Republic Pictures’ 50c. 
par common from 3,000 to 4,000 
shares during the month. Loew’s, 
Inc., continued to buy all available 
shares of the $25 par common of 
Loew’s Boston Theatres. It pur- 
chased 319 shares during the 
month, to bring the parent com- 
pz2ny's total to 126,264 shares. 

Robert Lehman sold 1,500 shares 
of 20th-Fox no par common, retain- 
ing 500. Walter P. Marshall bought 
50 shares of United Paramount 
Theatres common; now he has 100 
shares. 

Herbert E. Herrman, of the 
Translux board, reported the sale 
of 1,000 shares of the company’s 
$1 common, leaving himself only 
1,000; the previous month, he said, 
he had sold 2,100 shares in eight 
separate transactions. 

Adolph Schimel, of Universal 
Pix, sold 50 shares of the com- 
pany's 4'2°r cumulative perferred. 
He still has 50. Marion B. Folsom, 
head of Eastman Kodak, bought 938 
shares of his company’s $10 per 
common, making his holdings an 
even 1,200. 

The Robert E. Dowling Realty 
Corp. sold 3,300 shares of $5 com- 





mon of City Investing Corp., which | 


has large holdings in theatre prop- 
erty; the Dowling outfit still has 
8.566 shares. Robert Goelet, City 
Investing officer and director, sold 
19.000 shares of common, but held 
on to 39,500. He also owns 50 
shares of preferred and $10,000 
worth of 4° debentures. 

Robert E. Kintner, American 
Broadcasting Co. v.p., continued to 
liquidate his stock in the web. Last 
month he sold 3,600 shares of the 
network's $1 par common; this left 
him 7.000. Earl E. Anderson sold 
500 shares, retaining 8,500. 


Ameri- + 





SIMPP Okays Pact 


Eastern distribution com- 
mittee voted recommendation 
vesterday (Tues.) that the So- 
ciety of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers approve the’ 
new Anglo-U. S. film accord. 
Resolution will be -forwarded 
to SIMPP’s board- and exec 
committee, on the Coast. 

Unanimous approval plus a 


vote of thanks to American 
negotiators was BZiven after 
James A. Mulvey, chairman of 


the distrib committee and one 
of the negotiators, reported. 

Both Mulvey and SIMPP 
prez Ellis Arnall answered 
questions on facets of the ac- 
cord. Some 20 producer reps 
attended. 


British Pix B.0. 


Soars to Record 
In Ist Quarter 


London, Aug. 15. 

An upward trend in boxoffice 
receipts for the first quarter of 
1950 is shown in a Board of Trade 
film theatre survey. figures for 
which were disclosed last week. 
Returns from a questionnaire sent 
to virtually every exhibitor’ in 
Britain reveals that the early part 
of the vear set a record for picture 
theatre biz with a gross take of 
$78,500,000. 

Admissions totalled over 371.- 
000.000, with the average ad- 
mittance being 2le. Total receipts 
during 1949, as shown by a Treas- 
ury statement on the entertain- 
ment tax, amounted to $302.400,- 
000. Entertainment tax for the 
first 1950 quarter was just short 
of $28,000,000, and almost $1,400,- 
000 ahead of the corresponding 
quarter last year. Film rentals 
absorbed $18,200,000, equivalent 
to 35.9% of the net receipts. 

Authorized by recent legislation. 
the survey was part of a probe 
into the industry's financial make- 
up. It was the first such check 
ever made by the BOT, and some 
4.583 theatres replied to question- 
naires. 
submit answers, making the check 
almost 100% complete. 

Although painting the exhibi- 








tion side of the industry in bullish | 
the production branch was. 
Studio employment has | 


tones, 
less rosy, 
dropped sharply, half of country’s 
sound stages being idle in the first 


quarter this year. 











WB Originals 


———==g Continued from page 4 


stories we can buy for adaptation 
to the screen, we'll still have a 
bank of good stories fo go on... .” 

Studio’s drive for fresh yarns, 
Warner averred, will be particu- 
larly aimed at newspapemen. The 
exec urged newsmen to “tell us 
about their pet original story 
ideas.” He feels that the scribes’ 
“closeup view of life can con- 
tribute not only greater originality 
but even greater vitality to the 
screen.” 

Warner cited a number of War- 


ner films whose basic originality | 
gave them “tremendous punch 
and boxoffice appeal.” Among 


them are “Yankee Doodle Dandy,” 
“Christmas in Connecticut,” “Des- 
tination Tokyo,” “Air Force’ and 
“Casablanca.” Originals on the 
company’s 1950-51 release 
are “Three Secrets,” “Storm 
Warning,” “Force of Arms,” 
“Lullably on Broadway.” “Career 
Girl,” “Pretty Baby,” “The West 
Point Story,” “The Travelers,” 
“Dallas.” “Rocky Mountain” 
“The Big Trees.” 


” 


Execs specifically charged with | 


recruiting original yarns for War- 
ners are Ellingwood Kay and 
Finley McDermid of the Coast 
studio as well as eastern story edi- 
tor Jake Wilk. Studio board which 
will pay particular attention 
_the campaign to bring originals to 


the screen will consist of Warner’ 
jhimself, Steve Trilling, his asso-' 


jciate, and Walter McEwen. 


Yanks Up Quota 


Only 109 houses failed to! 





slate | 


and | 


to} 


j handed him no compensation. 


Sie Disney Divvy. « 
. Hollywood;*Aug. we 


“Walt Disnee Productions de- 
clared a quarterly dividend of 





3712c per share on all outstanding 


6°> cumulative convertible pre-| 
ferred stock. , 
| Dividend is payable Oct. i to 
| stockholders of record Sept. 16. 





In German Deal 


American distribs have succeed- 
ed in upping their quota of pix in 
Germany by one-third via an agree- 
ment shortening the initial volun- 


tarv limitation period to eight 
months. Instead of i5 pix being re- 


leased by each company during the 
entire 12 months of 1950, ‘they will 
release that number up to the end 
of August. 

What the effect will be on future 
quotas is now being negotiated 
with German government film offi- 


cials. While the 15-pix-per-com- | 
pany is ostensibly a voluntarily- 
imposed ceiling in a cooperative | 


move with the Germans to prevent | 
flooding the market, actually gov-| 
ernment approval is virtually a} 
necessity. Should the Yanks at- 
tempt to toss over the ceiling, 
German industry pressure for a 
mandatory clampdown would prob- 
ably be~too great even for the 
Allied High Commission to over- 
look. 

Cut of initial quota period by 
four months in effect raises the 
15-a-vear figure to 23. Yanks claim 
that is justified by what the Ger- 
man market can absorb. They are 
arguing on that basis for an upped 
ceiling for the 1950-51 film season 
beginning Sept. 1. They seek 180 
permits. Indies meantime have 
asked .for 124 and are considering 
upping that request further. 

Increase in releases -does not 
necessarily mean more income for 
the U. S. distribs out of Germany, 
although it could lead to that. Its 
immediate effect will merely be 
enlargement of the stockpile of 
frozen marks there, since convert- 
ibility into dollars is limited by 
funds made available by the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Administration 
to information media. It is hoped, 
however, that by adding to the 
quantity of coin in the freezer, 
there will be incentive to the ECA 
to up the convertibility allowance 
for films. Some companies are also 
understood to have thawed part of 
their marks via trade deals. 


MARCH OF TIME QUITS 
ANGLO-GALLIC ‘BEAUTY’ 


“Beauty on Earth,” which had 
been planned as an English-French ! 
production in France by March of 
Time, has been abandoned, accord- 
ing to Richard de Rochemont, MOT 
managing director, who has return- 
ed to N.Y. after about two months 
in France and England. The two- 
language picture was given up be- 
cause it was found to be too costly 
to finance the French portion of 
the film. 


Instead of “Beauty,” the March 
of Time may @ a strictly Ameri- 
can feature, with Jean Benoit-Levy, 
who was to have done theother pic- 
ture, in charge of production-direc- | 
tion. De Rochement now is look- 
ing at story properties, with a typi- | 
eal U.S. city story in = mind. 
Whether the locale will be New 
York City or some other metropolis 
will depend on how 
costs figure. 


De Rochemont revealed that 
“Modern Arms and Free Men,” 
modern-warfare feature which 
MOT has -in production, is nearly 
completed. It is based on the best- 
seller, non-fietional work of Dr. 
Vannevar Bush, head of the Car- 
negie Institute. 





production | 





Actor Sues Par For 30G; 

Charges Privacy Invasion 

Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Billy West, former actor who! 
wants to forget his film career, 
filed suit for $30,000 against Par- 
amount, charging invasion of his 
right of privacy in a picture, “Rid- 
ing High.” 

West declares the studio used 
footage showing him as an actor 
in an o!d- Columbia production. 
“Broadway Bill,” made in 1934, but 


, very valuable for the Yank indus- 


any of the German delegates and 


' American interests. 


, wihout notice. 


j four. 





Due In.N.Y. Next Week. 


With Draft of Anglo-US, Pact 





Goldwyn’s Pic Stand 


Samuel Goldwyn squawked, 
prior to his departure from the 
Coast last week, that in prac- 


tically every one of thé_dozens | 


of radio, television and news- 
paper interviews he has done 
on behalf of his films in the 
past six weeks, he was asked 
questions trying to lead him 
into a knock against films in 
favor of TV. 

Producer’ steadfastly kept 
from such comment. His prac- 
tice generally was to reverse 
the queries to turn them into a 
plug for pix. 


$US. Pic Cos. 
Burned at M-G 


On German Nix 


Frankfurt, Aug. 15. 

The eight other Yank film firms 
operating in Germany are burned 
becalise of Metro’s refusal to go 
along with them in joining the 
German motion picture coordinat- 
ing committde (SPIO). The others 
have taken membership in the Ger- 

nan organization anyhow, leaving 
Metro as the lone holdout. 

Metro’s bar on unanimity has 
weakened their position, however, 
they feel, and has forced them to 
take a detour in naming a rep to 
SPIO. Natural hoice would have 
been Marc Spiegel, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America _representative 
here, who is the industry’s liaison 
with all German government and 
industry groups. 

He was unable to accept the 
SPIO job, however, without the as- 
sent of all companies, so the other 
eight were forced to meet minus 
Metro and name Robert Kreier, 
20th-Fox manager, to the coordi- 
nating committee. Metro's stand 
is that it is poor strategy to join 
any mixed foreign and American 
organization anywhere in the world 
and that the U. S. companies 
should stick to their own councils. 

Attitude has the other companies 
hot beeause they feel that mem- | 
bership in SPIO—especially under | 
the terms it was offered—can be 








try. Committee’s job is to make 
recommendations to the German | 
government on all things affecting 
films. The Americans, as members, 
have a full vote equal to that of | 


thus have a right to cast a veto, as 
all decisions must be unamimous. | 

That means that the Yanks at all 
times know what the German in- 
dustryites are thinking and plan- 
ning and can head off any recom- 
mendation to the Reich govern- 
ment that appears dangerous to 
It amounts to 
a veto before the fact, and the com- 
panies are very pleased that they 
have been able to get into SPIO 
at all. 


They feel they have a second 
safeguard that makes Metro's at- 


_titude still further shortsighted in 
that they have the right to resign 


from the committee at any time 
There's no such in- 
tention now, however, and industry 
circles are convinced that their | 
joining SPIO will result in im- 
proved German-American film re- | 
lations—especially since the Ger- 
mans have always been leaders in 
imposing quotas and otherwise pro- 
tecting their own industry at the 
expense of Hollywood. 

Companies which have banded 


together to join SPIO are RKO, 


Warner Bros., Paramount, Colum- | 


‘bia, 20th-Fox, United Artists, Uni- 


versal and Monogram. 


Mono, AA Up Sked 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Monogram and Allied Artists will 
make 45 pictures for its 1950-51 
program, starting Sept. 1, an in-| 
crease of three over the current 
season. : 

Six of the films will be in Cine- 
color, compared with this season's 





v Favette W. 
‘of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
| America, is expected:in New York 


' was 
' Classics until 


| Shoved off for 
‘several weeks in France. a 


\ before any deals are made. 


Allport, British rep 


/next Monday (21) with the draft of 
, the Anglo- -U. S. film pact worked 
‘out “in principle” in London re- 
cently. Version Allport is bringing 
will have percentages filled out in 


| the blanks left when the deal was 
;megotiated by 
| of: 


MPAA and Society 
Independent Motion Picture 
Producers Assn. reps. 

Allport, MPAA member com- 
pany British chiefs, U. S. bank 
reps and others have constituted 
a technical committee which has 
worked with the British Board of 
Trade and Bank of England on 
the percentage figures governing 
bonuses to give Americans in ex- 
cess of the $17,000,000 of converti- 
bility guaranteed under the pact. 

It is expected that the MPAA 
will hold a session of its board 
next week to consider the terms 
brought by Allport. Association 
has already approved the agree- 
ment in principle. Percentages 
are expected to create consider- 
able argument among the Yank 
companies, since the various fig- 
ures affect each company differ- 
ently, but are not expected to 
jeopardize MPAA approval of the 
pact. 

SIMPP prez Ellis G. Arnall has 
called a meeting of members on 
the Coast next month to discuss 
the Society's end of the agree- 
ment. Arnall looks forward to no 
difficulty in getting approval if 
the final agreement follows prin- 
ciples laid down in London. 


There may, however, be some 
disagreement between SIMPP and 
MPAA on the percentage figures. 
Again, figures in each of the three 
bonus categories will in applica- 
tion affect indies differently from 
majors. Step forward getting 
agreement in that direction will 
be taken at an anticipated meet- 
ing next week among Eric John- 
ston, MPAA prexy; Arnall and 
James A. Mulvey, who also repped 


SIMPP in the London negotia- 
tions. 

Pact, which actually is in the 
form of an amendment to the 


1948-50 agreement on the same 
subject, is slated to become effec- 
tive Oct. 1. Provided there are no 
objections that can’t be smoothed 
out via trans-Atlantic communi- 
cations, pact will be formally rati- 
fied by mail. 


ROSENBERG-MARGOLIES 
ACQUIRE 22 KORDA PIX 


Max J. Rosenberg and Albert 





'Margolies have acquired 22 Sir 


Alexander Korda pix for reissue 
by Classic Productions, Inc., the 


‘new distrib outfit in which they 


are partnered. The Korda product 
being reissued by Film 
its recent merger 
efforts with Eagie Lion. 

Eagle Lion Classics, the outcome 
of the abortive FC-EL meld, has 
been handling the Korda films for 
the past month or so. Hecuba 
Corp., a financial syndicate which 
owns the reissue rights, has with- 
drawn them from ELC, however, 
to turn over to Rosenberg and 
Margolies. 

Latter pair are also distributing 
“The Blue Angel,” Marlene Diet- 
rich German-starrer. They expect 
to add further product to their 
Classic Troductions lineup. They 
plan no Statesrighting, but to use 


‘their own salesmen in the field. 


Films to “which CP got three- 


‘year rights from Hecuba include 


” 


“Drums,” “Four Feathers.” “Pri- 
vate Life of Henry VIII,” “Jungle 
Book,” “Elephant Boy.” “Thief of 


Bagdad,” “Rembrandt,” “Ghost 
Goes West,” “That Hamilton 
Woman” and “Divorce of Lady X. 





Sam Seidelman Eyes 


European Pix for ELC 
Paris, Aug. 15. 

Samuel Seidelman, Eagle Lion 

| Classics’ foreign manager, has 

Scandinavia after 


man expects to return to the U. 

next week following a roti 
tour of England and the Continent. 

ELC overseas topper has been 

glimming foreign-language pix 
with the idea of pacting for U. S. 
releases. Most likely films will be 
screened for home office biggies 


" 
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votes “we JERRY WALD * ‘Cirected ty MICHAEL CURTI 


SLOGANS! 7 rh 


“We have only one policy 
at Warner Bros. Studios. That is, 
to meet the highest entertainment 
demands of the public with profit 
to the exhibitor and to us. ERO LYAN ROCKY. MOUNTAN” ae x 


a WYMORE FORBES 
ston Miller and Alen LeMay © From a Story by Ales Loliiey 
2 “Gaunt ra Williaa JACOBS + Directed by WILLIAM KEIGHLEY 
‘4, A“anntw 


LANCASTER - MAYD-THE FLAME 32 ARROW” M nse 


Precued by MABRD SECT and FRAN BESS -Drnciné by MOUCES TOURAEUR BREAKTHROUGH” DAVID BRIAN - JOHN AGAR - thanx weer 


Crates by Maus Sed - Ware by Yes Sees Serwen Play Ry BERNARD GIRARO ond THD SHEROEIAN From 2 Step BP Renee & Bren & 
A NORMAL K Provuchon- Dest dated by HAERER PRES. and Bornere Grave Produced by BRYAN POY « * Owected by LOW SRE 
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AOR TOO AY -OMON WE. 2" se 


Screen Play by HARRY CLORK Su yf ey “No, Ne, Menette”’ un nea, pnd pony Vincent Youmnans 
and Emil Nyitray + Musical 6 Directed by LeRoy Prinz - Direction by Ray Heindort 
Produced = WILLIAM | IACOBS * Di rected by DAVID ‘BUTLER 
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Screen Play by Everett Freeman and Hasry Kurnitz fFrem a Story by Jules Furthman and Joha Kiorer 
Produced by HARRY KURNITZ > Directed by BRETAIGNE WINDUST 















“THREE SECRETS” HEA PARNER PATRCA EAL + BU ROMAN Zen 


by Martin Rackin and Gina 
Produced by MILTON SPERLING - Directed by ROBERT WISE - A UNITED STATES PICTURES Production 
Distributed by WARNER BROS. 














MENAGERIE 


JANE WYMAN KIRK DOUGLAS - GERTRUDE LAWRENCE - ARTHUR KENNEDY 
“THE GLASS MENAGERIE” ‘its Sie Sieh ul Se a 


Produced by JERRY WALD and CHARLES K. FELDMAN + Directed by IRVING RAPPER 
A Charles K. Feldman Group Production » Distributed by WARNER BROS. 
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» ity T-TEST FONT SR 


JOHN mm, B. Ay ER § Ap Ae py ee een tr tain 
can iusicat Direction by ¢ Numbers © isentee Oy Letey Prin 


Produced by LOUIS F. EDELMAN * . Directed by ROY Del RUTH 
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CARY COUPER - RUTH ROMAN + nn 1 TALS" 


with RAYMOND MASSEY + BARBARA PAYTON © Music by Max Steiner » Written by JOHN TWIST 
Produced by ANTHONY VEILLER » Directed by STUART HEISLER 














Warner Quality 
For Your Supporting Program 


WARNER BROS. CARTOONS 
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Directed by RAQUL WALSH 
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JOHN AGAR a ERROL FLYNN PATRICIA NEAL 


EVE ARDEN JOHN GARFIELD : GENE NELSON 
HUMPHREY BOG.\RT VIRGINIA GIBSON | ELEANOR PARKER 
MARLON BRANDO _ EDMUND GWENN "BARBARA PAYTON 
DAVID BRIAN / JUNE HAVER GREGORY PECK 
JAMES CAGNEY JUANO HERNANDEZ RONALD REAGAN 
WILLIAM CAMPBELL CHARLTON HESTON GINGER ROGERS 
HELENA CARTER & ARTHUR KENNEDY _ RUTH ROMAN 


x 


STEVE COCHRAN BURT LANCASTER S. Z. SAKALL 
GARY COOPER GERTRUDE LAWRENCE RANDOLPH SCOTT 
JOAN CRAWFORD VIVIEN LEIGH ZACHARY SCOTT 
DORIS DAY FRANK LOVEJOY PHYLLIS THAXTER 
BILLY DEWOLFE - GORDON MacRAE ~. RICHARD TODD 
KIRK DOUGLAS n RAYMOND MASSEY JOHN WAYNE 
BETSY DRAKE VIRGINIA MAYO JANE WYMAN 
SCOTT FORBES DENNIS MORGAN PATRICE WYMORE 


Warner: Bros. Direclors 


RICHARD BARE DAVID BUTLER MICHAEL CURTIZ ROY DEL RUTH GORDON DOUGLAS 
FELIX FEIST.JR. STUART HEISLER ALFRED HITCHCOCK ELIA KAZAN WILLIAM KEIGHLEY 
JOSEPH H.LEWIS EDWIN L. MARIN LEROY PRINZ LEW SEILER VINCENT SHERMAN JACQUES TOURNEUR 
KING VIDOR GEORGE WAGGNER RAOUL WALSH BRETAIGNE WINDUST ROBERT WISE 


Warner: Bros. Producers * 


STEPHEN B.TRILLING, ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
ROBERT ARTHUR HENRY BLANKE LOUIS F. EDELMAN SAUL ELKINS BRYAN FOY 
EVERETT FREEMAN GORDON HOLLINGSHEAD WILLIAM JACOBS 
HARRY KURNITZ MILTON SPERLING ANTHONY VEILLER 


“iyo 


he Producing fer Warner Bros. 
; CAGNEY PRODUCTIONS CHARLES K. FELDMAN GROUP PRODUCTIONS 
NORMA-F. R. PRODUCTIONS TRANSATLANTIC PICTURES UNITED STATES PICTURES 
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A Life of Her Own 
Hollwood, Aug. 11. 

Metro release of Voldemar Vetluguin 
roduction. Stars Lana Turner, Ray Mil- 
and; features Tom Ewell, Louis Calhern, 
Ann Dvorak, Barry Sullivan, Margaret 
Phillips, Jean Hagen. Directed by George 
Cukor. Written by Isobel Lennart; cam- 
era, George Folsey; editor, George White; 


ic, ‘Bronislau Kaper. Tradeshown 
musics, 50. Running time, 108 MINS. 
ily Brannel James.........- Lana rner 
teve Harleigh setee eeeese Ray Milland 
Tom CaTaway..cecesccecee-+--rom Ewell 
Jim Leversee..ccscsceses:: Louis Calhern 
Mary AGSHION .. cecvevcceess- Ann Dvorak 
Lee Gorrance...ecesee+s-- Barry Sullivan 
Nora Hagiaisn. ecccceve -Mareeret Fepupe 
MBS. cccce veneeeeel 
ae a ™ are 639600000004 Phyllis Kirk 
Smitty. veecs--+-ccvccecvcces: Sara Haden 
Specialty Dancer.....++++++: Hermes Pan 





“A Life of Her Own,” starring 
Lana Turner and Ray Milland, 
doesn’t have especially bright pros- 
pects, even among the distaff 
trade, where it will have most of 


“A Life of Her Own” (M-G). 
Only moderately entertaining 
“woman's picture” ‘with Lana 
Turner, Ray Milland. 

“The Fireball” (20th). Lesser 

rogrammer about roller skat- 


ng. 

vrs For Two” (Musical- 
Color) (WB). Gay, entertain- 
ing musical comedy; excellent 
b.o. outlook. 

“Right Cross” (M-G). Good 
prizefight feature, sparked by 
the cast and a light treatment. 
Okay b.o. 

“Bunco Squad” (RKO). 
Melodrama about seance rack- 
et. For lowercase bookings. 

“High Lonesome” (Song- 
Color) (EL). Good western 
melodrama. For action and 
general situations. 





its appeal. 

The soap opera plotting has been 
polished to considerable extent, | 
the playing by the femme cast 
members is top-notch and the di- 
rection aids them, but it is still a| 
true confession type of yarn con-| 
cerned with a big city romance be- | 
tween a married man and a beauti- | 
ful model that hasn’t much general | 
interest for the average audience. | 


Isobel Lennart’s script is 
spotted with feeling and charac-| 
ter, and also a lot of conversation 
that doesn’t mean much. The) 
worthwhile portions of the screen- | 


“Streets of Ghost Town” 
(Songs) (Col). Only fair 
Charles Starrett oater with 


Smiley Burnette. 











beat, with Nelson performing atop 
a giant drum. A top laugh is 
rated by De Wolfe, complete with 
baggy plus-fours and beret, and 
his partner, Virginia Gibson, in 
the’ “Charleston.” 

Miss Gibson does a solo ballet 
while MacRae sings effectively 


“Only Have Eyes For You.” Strong |" 


selling is given the title tune by 
MacRae and Miss Day, and latter 
draws a reprise on the Irving 
Caesar - Vincent Youmans piece. 
Tunesmiths’ ‘“‘Want to Be Happy” 
also clicks as handled by MacRae 
and Miss Day. Nelson scores with 
a stair dance to “Oh Me! Oh My!” 
with Miss Day doing the lyrics. 





William Jacobs’ production su- 
pervision supplies the picture with 
a top-drawer look in costumes, 
settings and cast. Meshing the 
musical and story portions with a 
sure hand, David Butler’s direc- 
tion reliably shapes this one for | 
popular consumption. Flashback 
technique to get 1929 period on 
the screen has the capable help 


iof S. Z. Sakall, playing Miss Day’s | 


| 


generously sprinkled with rink ac-| 


tion and moves along in these por- 
tions, but falters in its story and 
generally proves unsatisfactory. 


Mickey Rooney portrays the 
pint-sized orphan who is begin- 
ning to develop complexes because 
of his stature. He runs away from 
the religous orphanage. run~ by 
Pat O’Brien and finds size doesn’t 


, 


| 
' 


play contrast sharply with the dul-;| matter when he is wearing skates. | 


ler sections to be found in the) 
overlong. 108 minutes of footage. | 
The contrasts make for a patchy | 
production. 

A decided asset is Miss Turner’s | 
performance, In appearance, she, 
is believable as the model. Since | 
the entire story is pointed to the | 
distaff side, Milland’s role suffers 


Character carries no audience 
sympathy as Rooney fights his way 
up with a cocky disregard for 
principles. 


with Horace McCoy go completely 


maudlin in dealing with the 
Horatio Algeresque plot. 
The Reoney' portrayal too 


Both Tay Garnett’s di- | “0? 
rection’ and the script he wrote | 4Ssists. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


|edy portions. 


uncle, who is telling the story to | 
the now teen-aged children of the | 
two singers. 

Eve Arden tosses off the smart 


zip, helping to point up the com- 
Bill Goodwin, tight- 
wad lawyer; Crauford Kent 
others* contribute neatly, 
Responsible for the neat color | 
lensing is Wilfrid M. Cline. Le-| 
Roy Prinz directed the musical | 
numbers. Ray Heindorf’s musical | 
direction and editirg by Irene| 
Morra are among the other top 
Brog. 


Right Cross 
Hollywood, Aug. 12, | 


Metro release of Armand Deutsch pro- | 


as the man, married to a crippled closely approximates the type he! duction. Stars June Allyson, Dick Powell, 


wife, who goes off the deep end 
for the model. 


is usually given, thus offering no 
needed freshness. O’Brien’s priest 


f 


Faring better among the males is | role also is stock, as are the char- | 


Tom Ewell, operator of a bigtime 
model agency. Louis Calhern does 
nicely as Milland’s lawyer and | 
friend. Ann Dvorak puts over a) 
strong piece of work as an older | 
model, whipped by life into sui- 
cide. Margaret Phillips scores as 
the crippled wife, selling a par- 
ticularly moving scene in which 
Miss Turner decides to renounce 
her affait® wtih Milland. Barry Sul- 
livan has small, thankless footage 
as a man - about - town, and the 
others appear only briefly. 

The Voldemar Vetluguin produc- | 
tion is spatty but does benefit from 
some °firstrate technical assists, 
such ‘as George Folsey's lensing, 
the art direction and set decora- 
tions.; There is a reprising piano 
theme in the Bronislau Kaper 
score that is its chief merit. 

Brog. 





_ The Fireball 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
20th-Fox release of Bert Friedlob (Thor) 


roduction. Stars Mickey Rooney, Pat 
O'Brien: features Beverly Tyler, Glenn 
orbett. 


cted 4 Tay Garnett. Screen- 
play, Ga t and Horace McCoy; camera, 
Lester : te; editor, Frank Sullivan; 
music, Vietor Young. Previewed ‘Aug. 11, 


‘50. Running time, 83 MINS. 


Johnny Casar....... ++e++-Mickey Rooney 
Father. O"Hara.....c.cesee- Pat O’Brien 
Mary Reeves........ AS -995- Beverly Tyler 
Allen. ii Hopi. cose eosesee.. James Brown 
Polly. .jideveyevecs eeeeees.Marilyn Monroe 
Bruno 7) seaaeccccs 006s b4Rs4 Ralph Dumke 
Shilling. ..., eeete eeeeeeere Bert Begiey 
Jeff Davis..... seeessceees- Milburn Stone 
Dr. Baftom......... eecoce- +>. Sam Flint 
CRRA Tee os 00000 000d oeees: Jehn Hedloe 
Mack FEBGP.cccccccceseces Glenn Corbett 





An okay actioner idea runs wild 
in “The Fireball” and results in 
the (programmer classification. 

It’s the story of an orphan who 


runs away, becomes a rollerskate | 


champion, has polio and _ then 
fights his way back. Footage is 


_—_——— 
The Paris Waltz 


“The Paris Waltz,” French- 
made, which opens at the 
Paris. theatre, N. Y., Monday 
(21),-was reviewed in VARIETY 
from: Paris, May 24, 1950, 
under its French title, “La 
Valse De Paris.” According to 
reviewer Mosk pic “is a light- 
hearted looksee into the loves 
and: life of Offenbach in gay 
19th century Paris.” Review 
went on to say, it’s “done with 
taste and finesse, it could 
please in the U. S. where the 
stars and light operetta back- 
ground should help in many 
spots.” However, it was also 
noted, “the sparkling dialog 
the highspot of the pic, will 
probably be lost in subtitling, 
and thus hamper the pic’s 
appeal.” 

Film,* which is being re- 
leased in the U. S. by Lux 
Film, stars Pierre Fresnay 
and Yvonne Printemps, and 
was written and directed by 
Marcel Achard, whose “I Know 
My. Love” was offered on 
Broadway, this past season with 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 


acters delivered by Beverly Tyler, 


| Glenn Corbett and the others. 


The Bert Friedlob production 
has been expertly lensed by Lester 
White.. Footage could stand fur- 
ther trimming. Brog. 


Tea For Two 
(MUSICAL-COLOR) 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Warners release of William Jacobs pro- 
duction. Stars Doris Day, Gordon Mac- 
Rae, Gene: Nelson; features, Patrice Wy- 
more, Eve Arden, Billy De Wolfe, S. 
Sakall. Directed by David Butler, musi- 
cal numbers staged by Le Roy Prinz). 
Screenplay, Harry Clork; suggested by 
the legit musical, ““No, No, Nanette,” by 
Frank Mandel, Otto Harbach, Vincent 
Youmans, Em# Nyitray; camera (Tech- 
nicolor), Wilfrid M. Cline; editor, Irene 
Morra; songs, Cecil Mack, Jimmy John- 
son, Anne Caldwell, Vincent Youmans, 
Irving Caesar, Joseph Meyer, Roger Wolfe 
Kahn, Al Dubin, Harry Warren, Ira. and 
George Gershwin, Otto Harbach. Trade- 
hewn July 25, ’50. Running time, 97 


eee Peewee reeeesssees Doris Day 
| eee eeeees+- Gordon MacRae 
Tommy..... 60606008 b600¢. «0 eeeee Teneo 
Beatrice..... eoceceeess- Patrice Wymore 
Pauline....... SO00bh0bb06n045- me Gee 
rrr veevess. Billy De Wolfe 
ON eT Peer Se 
Early..... ereeee @eeteeetene Bill Goodwin 
Mabel.........+.s0.eeee+-Virginia Gibson 


Stevens.. ++e--Crauford Kent 





A generous sprinkling of songs, 
dances and comedy makes “Tea 
for Two” the type of beguiling 
musical nonsense that practically 


always finds a ready reception. It 
wears its Technicolor dress well, 


‘the nostalgic numbers from the 


1929, “No, No, Nanette” and other 
cleffing of the period listen well, 
the pacing is smooth and the cast 
able. It should have no trouble 
at the boxoffice. 


The voices’ of Doris Day and 
Gordon MacRae, the dancing of 
Gene Nelson, and the: clowning of 
Billy De Wolfe are major assets in 
the Harry Clork screenplay. Ditto 
the tunes, which range from the 
title number through such lilters 
as “I Want to Be Happy,” “I Only 
Have Eyes for You” and “I Know 
That You Know.” 


Suggested by the “Nanette” 
book by Frank Mandel, Otto Har- 
bath, Vincent Youmans and Emil 
Nyitray, the Clork script is spiced 
with dialog and situations that 
permit easy introduction of the 
variety of dance numbers. Singer 
MacRae,. dancer Nelson and pro- 
ducer De Wolfe, principally the 
latter, are shown sharpshooting 
for Miss Day, musically - minded 
rich girl, to obtain show financing. 
They eventually get it, but not be- 
fore a series of comedy episodes 
and romantic ‘misunderstandings 
that keep the footage moving hap- 
pily along to the finale production 
number that uses a three-set pre- 
sentation of “Nanette” to wrap up 
the tunes and dances. 


“I Know” kicks off the song- 
dance numbers. Miss Day and 
MacRae sing it and then she and 
Nelson run through a _ rehearsal 


{dance in expert bay? « Style. “Crazy 


Rhythm” is on the spectacular 
side. Patrice Wymore's able, 
rhythmic hoofing gets it going and 





tanne in the leading roles. 


, number then segues into a jungle 





; 


| 
| 


| 
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Ricardo Montalban; features Lionel Barry- 
more, Teresa Celli, Barry Kelley, Tom | 
Powers: Directed by Johfi Sturges. Writ- | 
ten by Charles Schnee; camera, Norbert | 
Brodine; editor, James E. Newcom; music, 
David Raksin. Tradeshown Aug. 10, "50. | 
Running time, 89 MINS. { 
sey CC ee Te June Allyson 


ee, GUOOET.. « v-2.0.0.000 0 ts00 .. Dick Powell | 
Johnny Monterez......Ricardo Montalban | 
Sean .O’Malley......... Lionel Barrymore | 
Marina Monterez............ Teresa Celli | 
PEREE: “GOUE « «0-6 6.0000660 00400 Barry Kelley 
Tom Balford : 

Mom Monterez.......-- ... Mimi Aguglia | 
pS SEPP et ee etree er Marianne Stewart | 
Phil Tripp. ....ccccccceces John Gallaudet | 
First Reporter............- Wally Maher | 
Second Reporter.......... Larry Keating 


Third Reporter... .ccccceces Ken 





drama in “Right Cross” and makes 
it good entertainment,..A_ prize-| 


lightened by the handling, 


| Leeds. 
| suggested by story by Reginald Taviner; | 


Eureka Stockade 


_ “Eureka Stockade,” Austral- 
ian-made, being tradeshown 
in New York tomorrow 
(Thurs.), was reviewed in 
Varrety from London, Feb. 2, 
1949. Reviewer Myro noted 
.“action fans, who. are not par- 
ticularly discerning in their 
choice of entertainment, will 
find this adequate enough but 
it cannot be reckoned big for 
the U. S. market.” Yarn, with 
a mid-19th century back- 
ground, deals with the first 
gold strike in Australia, which 
led to economic chaos in the 
colony. Pic's “lowastandard of 
acting” was cited in the review 
as being its main weakness. 
Film, which stars Chips Raf- 
ferty and Jane Barrett, is be- 
ing released in the U. S. by 
Pentagon Pictures. 








Buneo Squad 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
~-RKO release of Lewis J. Rachmil pro- 
duction. Features Rebert Ste@ling, 
Dixon, Ricardo Cortez, Douglas 
Elisabeth Risdon. Directed by Herbert I. 
Screenplay, George Callahan; 


. > , © | camera, Henry Freulich; editor, Desmond | 
jlines given her with considerable | Marquette. Tradeshown Aug. 7, 50. 
| ning time, 67 MINS. 

DL eR ek pe eT Robert 


Run- 


Sterling 





| 


oan | 
‘owley, | 


| 


| 


| 


| 


GINS . édcb ata ve bbbaecknds Joan Bixon | 
Anthony Wells........+-: Ricardo Cortez 
i aT Douglas Fowley 
Jessica Royce.......--; Elisabeth Risdon 
BarDara: os csccccows Marguerite Churchill 
, SRT John Kellogg 
RAO 600 sees eeneonseshi Bernadene Hayes 
BEGG... vs ved dbeeeeecde $s Robert Bice 
Annie Cobb....ccecccies: Vivien Oakland | 
FRAMES 3 04.6 oss ees ce eddipweetecsece Dante 





As a programmer for lowercase 
bookings, “‘Bunco Squad” will get 
by. There’s nothing out of the 
ordinary in its makeup, being a 
melodrama based on how phoney 


fortune-tellers and mediums op-|]: 


erate. It has enov&%&h general in- 
terest to see it through playdates. 


Plot could have been less com- 
plicated and Herbert I. Leeds’ | 
overall. directorial pace faster. 
However, it is still adequate to re- 
lease demands. After some pre- 
liminary footage showing the types 
of bunco rackets worked on the 
gullible, plot gets into its essential | 


hewn oOeihg Oa Us Tom Powers | angle of saving a rich old lady | 


from being taken for her fortune 





by a gang of ghost-callers. 


his innocence or guilt can be es- 
tablished. Mixed in the plot is a 
revenge motivation that supplies 
the feeling of impending doom 
surrounding the ranch family,: a 
disaster which Barrymore is trying 
to prevent. 


LeMay scripted and directed, 
His plot is sound and so is most of 
his directorial development, al- 
though story-telling is inclined to 
wander a bit too much while bring- 
ing together plot threaas. Menace 
comes from two members of fam- 
ilies supposedly wiped out in. a 
fence war some years back who 
have returned to kill all-of their 
old enemies. They use Barrymore 
as the patsy and it is not until he 
is wounded saving the family that 
they are finally convinced of dan- 
ger and rid the range of the trou- 
blesome pair. 


Chill Wills sharpens his role as 


| ranch foreman and Basil Ruysdael 


is excellent as the elderly ranch 
owner. John Archer, neighbor 
rancher; Lois Butler and Kristine 
Miller, daughters of Ruysdael; 
Jack Elam and Dave Kashner, the 
heavies, and the others in the cast 
supply good touches to the char- 
acters not usually found in oater 
plots. 

Templéton’s production values 
benefit from the color framing 
furnished by W. Howard Greene’s 
photography. Music score is good 
and there’s a prairie tune, “Twen-y 
Miles From Carson,” written and 
sung by Wills, plus square dances 
to round out the cleffing. Editing 
holds footage to a tight 80 min- 
utes, Brog. » 





Streets of Ghost Town 
(SONGS) 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 


Columbia release of Colbert-Clarki pr 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett; feaheres’ 
Smiley Burnette, George Chesebro, Mary 
Elfen Kay, Stanley Andrews. Directed by 
Ray Nazarro. Written by Barry Shipman; 
camera, Fayte Browne; editor, ‘Pau 
Borofsky. Previewed .Aug. 8, ’50. Rune 
ning time, 54 MINS. : 
Steve Woods l 
The Durango Kid{........ Charles Starret 
Smiley Burnette........ Himse 


Bill Donner......i.ccse- George Chesebr 
Doris Donner........... Mary Ellen Kay 
SEES Stanley Andrews 
RRR: Frank Fent 
Tommy Donner............ Don Reynolda 
SE WNT 6 nde cahasamtass John Cason 
MEN cack ve bidiosnann Danek ss Jack Ingram 


‘ d 
Robert Sterling capably plays; Ozie Waters & His Colorado Rangers 


its leader. 


Tobey | the bunco squad detective assigned | 
| FourtA Reporter........... Bert Davidson | to break up the gang and uncover | 





Saturday matinee trade will find 


/ Worked in are a num- | “Streets of Ghost Town” a mighty 
A breezy style brightens up the| ber of thriller tricks, chases and | confusing sagebrusher. . 


Only rec¢ 


some detail of how mediums do | ommendation is plenty of action; a 


their stunts. 


| 


Elizabeth Risdon is | factor that will see it through. the 
fight story with problems that are’ the old lady being taken in by | western market. 
bol- | Ricardo Cortez’ elaborately set up | 


Stock footage from past oaters 


stered by good cast names and an | seance parlor. To undo the gang’s | comes back to haunt this one, story 


excellent production dress, 


June’ Allyson, Dick Powell and | 
Ricardo Montalban spark th 
story-telling under John Sturges 
direction, shaping the yarn for gen- 
eral acceptance. Montalban por- | 
trays-a champion Pyare id wno | 
carries a chip on his shoulder be- | 
cause he is a Mexican. There’s a 
neat shift of the social problem 
in Charles Schnee’s script, the 
persecution being Montalban’s own 
and not the result of any prejudice | 
from what he terms the “gringos.” | 
However, screenplay doesn’t lean | 
heavily on the problem, posing it 
and resolving it in matter-of-fact | 
style. 

Miss Allyson is Montalban’s | 
manager, carrying on for her crip- 
pled dad, Lionel Barrymore. 
There’s quite a spitfire romance 
between the femme and her champ 
that.nearly founders on his belief 
he has-to continue as:champ and 
get rich or lose her. Powell, sports- 
writer friend to Montalban and 
torching for Miss Allyson, com- 
pletes the starring trio with a 
slickly delivered performance that 
matches the very likeable work of 
his co-stars. 


j 
9 | 


Story-is told with dialog that 2 


punches as hard as Montalban’s 
fists. Talk is glib, light at the prop- 
er moment and tough elsewhere. 
Action builds up to a solid ring 
fight in which Montalban, contrary 
to usual film license, goes down in 
defeat. Montalban looks impres- 
sive in the ring and wears his 
bare-chest well. Miss Allyson 
charms her way through the man- 
ager role with ingratiating appeal. 


Backing the stars in helping to 
put this one over are a number of 
good featured and supporting per- 
formances. Lionel Barrymore de- 
livers with expected excellence as | 
the wheelchair-ridden fight man- 
ager out to protect his sole re- 
maining stable asset from the be- 
guiling offers of other promoters. 
Barry Kelley, as the rival manager; 
Tom Powers, Montalban’s lawyer; 
Mimi Aguglia, Marianne Stewart 


and several uncredited players 
are good. 
Sturges directs the Armand 


Deutsch production with a pace 
that sells it expertly, and Norbert 
Brodine’s lensing is keyed to the 
action. Editing has kept the foot- 1 
tight. The music score by) 





fiery crackup that saves the de- 
tective the trouble of an arrest, 


Cast is acceptable. Joan Dixon 
plays Sterling's actress girl-friend 
who poses as a medium. Douglas 
Fowley is okay as a detective, and 
Cortez’ master crook is smooth. 
Others helping to sustain it in- 
clude Marguerite Churchill, John 
Kellogg, Bernadene Hayes and 
Robert Bice. Dante, the magician, 
makes an appearance as himself to 
help the police work. 


Lewis J. Rachmil has handled 
the toy production capably to 
get the best physical values for 
money spent. In keeping are the 
lensing and editing. Brog. 





High Lonesome 
(SONG-COLOR) 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 
Eagie Lion release of George Temple. 


ton (LeMay-Templeton Pictures) produc- 
tion. Stars John Barrymore, Jr., with 
Chill Wills, Lois Butler, 


_—? Archer, 
Kristine Miller; features Basil Ruysdael, 
Jack Elam, Dave Kashner. Written and 
directed by Alan LeMay; camera (Techni- 
color), . Howard Greene; editor, Jack 
Ogilvie; song, Chill Wills. Previewed Aug. 
,.’50. Running time, 80 MINS. 


Cooncat..... .»..John Barrymore, Jr 


Boatwhistle...... penesereeun Chill Wills 
Pat Farrell.....cccccccssece: John Archer 
Meagan Davi8.....ceessee-- Lois Butler 


Abbey Davis...........++-Kristine Miller 


Horse Davis....,..-.++++.-Basil Ruysdael 





Smiling Mamn.....sesseses- Jack Elam 
BOE? . cc ccccsvecee eeeeeee- Dave Kashner 
Prank...ccccccce ccccccccece bane Carden 
Dirie .+3 .. care cccccesedsees<-Chem Fuller 
Art SimmS.....cccccees .--. Hugh Aiken 
Jim Shell... .ccccsccccccece Howard Joslin 

As good western action fare, 


“High Lonesome” holds its own. 
In other than top key situations it 
should give an okay account of it- 
self. 

Film is the second from the Alan 
LeMay- George Templeton team 
and, like the first, was filmed in 
Technicolor in the cattle country 
of Texas’ Big Bend. Title derive 
from the high, lonesome plateaus 
of the area. Locale serves to em- 
phasize the air of expectant danger 
and suspense with which the story 
is played. 

John Barrymore, Jr., who also 
appeared in the producing team’s 
first effort, carries the story load 
in this,one and does a firstrate 
‘job. He is a homeless youth in- 
volved in several murders and is 


d Raksin intrudes too often. being held by a ranch family until | 





it | influence on her, Sterling estab-|line featuring constant switeheg 
| should,play weil in most situations. | lishes his own medium trap. Finale | back and forth between old 
has a mountain auto chase and a|new scenes. 


This frequent flash= 
back manner of staging doesn’t 
help clarity or interest. ro 


Charles Starrett, his comic side- 
kick Smiley Burnette and sheriff 
Stanley Andrews come to a ghost 
town on the hunt for $1,000,000 in 
robbers’ gold. In between chasin 
spooks, the principals sit around 
telling, via flashback, of the history 
of the money and the gang who 
thefted it. Windup sees Starrett 
recovering the coin and doing in 
the remnants of the robber gang 
after the yemercey footage of range 
fires, land rushes, stampedes, ete; 
is out of the way. 


Burnette .finds time to sing. a 
variation on “Streets of Laredo,” 
while Ozie Waters and his Colorado 
Rangers add “Oh, Susannah” to the 
tune footage. Cast lineup is typical 
of a program western, and Ray Na- 
zarro’s direction is adequate to the 
Barry Shipman script. Lensing and 
other.factors are in keeping. 

Brog, 
a ee | 

The Original Sin 


“The Original Sin,” Gere — 
man-made musical comedy, 
which opens at the 55th St, 
Playhouse, N. Y., Saturday~* 
(19), was reviewed in VARIETY 
from Darmstadt, Germany, 
Jan. 26, 1949, under its orig- 
inal title, “Der Apfel Ist Ab,” 
Pic, tabbed as an allegorical . 
fantasy about Adam and Eve, 
deals with a man in love with 
both his wife and secretary. 
Reviewer Sand noted “some of 
its satire is topical and 
wouldn't register heavily with 
Stateside audiences.” It was 
also cited that the Production 
Code Administration “un- 
doubtedly would take a dim 
view of the cellophane ‘heave 
enly’ costumes of the ye 
especially the above-the-wa 
transparency worn by Bettina 
Moissi.” Special considera- 
tion was given in the review 
to director Helmut Kaeutner, 
who was credited with having 
“a Lubitsch touch that runs 
all over this picture.” 

Film has had 15 minutés 
sliced from its original run- 
ning time of 105 minutes. 
Lopert Films is releasing the 
picture in the U. S. 
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VARIETY 
‘WORDS’ HEP $17,500, 


PICTURE GROSSES 


L.A. Spurts; ‘Moon’ High at $51,000, 


Wednesday, August 16, 1950 ‘ 
( 


‘Words’ Standout in Mild Hub, Fancy 








‘Treasure Nice 356, ‘Stock’ Ditto, 


MPLS.; ‘R.1. TRAIL’ 536 
Minneapolis, Aug. 15. _ 
The important entry here this 


week is “Three Littie Words,” 
being extra well liked and clicking 
























































$38,000; ‘Furies’ F air 146, Stella’ 136 


Boston, Aug. 15. 





e Rs 1s ° ‘ 9 nicely. “Crisis” and “Rogues of +? ; 
ures alr a Sherwood Forest,’ Other new- ° Activity around town this stanza 
3 comers, are not finding the going Key City Grosses can be summed up in “Three Little 
\ too easy. “Rock Island Trail” , Words,” which is smash at State 
Los Angeles, Aug. 15. + looms good. “Treasure Island” and Orpheum. Other newcomers 
Three heavyweight grossers are shapes especially big on RKO-Pan Estimated Total Gross are not so good. “Stella” at Met V 
perking first-run trade here this Broadwa Grosses moveover. This Week....... $2,355,000 jis dull. “The Furies” at Paramount t 
week after the dolcrums of last y Estimates for This Week (Based on 22 cities, 176 the- | and Fenway looms fair. “Treas- z 
stanza. A fast $51,000 is expected Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘‘Rock| tres, chiefly first runs, includ- jure Island” in_ third frame at : 
for “Destination Moon,” playing| Estimated Totel Gross lIsland Trail” (Rep). Good $5,500.| ing N. Y.) Memorial is skidding a bit. Pair of h 
in five theatres and giving it the This Week....... $542,000 |Last week, “Night and City” (20th) Total Gross Same Week oldies, San Quentin and “‘Alca- d 
— more of _ Fi NE pen (Based on 18 theatres.) | (2d wk), fine $5,000. Last ear. 90,005,000 ae Island” at Boston shapes fair- ; 
treasure Isian@d = an su Dam. Yearis.... . .$582,000 Radio City (Par) (4,000: 50-70)—- (Based on cities an . ; 
Stock” are running neck-to-neck, (Based on 18 theatres.) “Three Little Words” (M-G). Smash|_ theatres.) Estimates for This Week t. 
each with $35,000, and both play. | $17,500. Last week, “Flame and moms | ,, Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 56-95)— R 
i in oe re an sg He | Arrow” (WB), $13,800. \“The Men” (UA) (3d wk). Skidded I 
s c od, Ww 1 . : | | 
Parsmeunt houses while. “Pretty } ‘Winchester’ Loud | 9670) heme Bhccne ds Parent” | ‘Treasure Ri ch |to about $8,500, after oke $12,000 c 
¢ "ad is j ? vs j | j - Uy S > j 4. a 
ts 2 a yang of | (Col). Mild $9,000 . Last week, Gen Gu er can a N 
‘ a a Sie ok “Treasure Island "(RKO), big $13,- “San Quentin” | and “Alcatraz 
light $14,000 'n two. locations. $16,000 in P 500. ISCO) tin Las weeks Seines nea - 
“Eye Witness” is only thin $19,- rov | RKO-Pan (RKO) (2,800; 35-70)— (20th) — ri y. Girl” FC) . 
000 playing in five spots. 3 ® “Treasure Island” (RKO) (m.o.). 3 3 th) and “Good Time Girl” (FC), i? 
foodies for athe Week p 4 a . Here. after hefty first Orpheum Sen F , A 15 eo — ee h 
. j ; rovidence, Aug. 15. /|canto. Still in chips at $7,500. Last an Francisco, Aug. lo. | enway ( , ° “0)— ; 
2 — heer oS a yd _Majestic’s “A.&C. in Foreign Le- | week. “Johnny One-Eye” (UA) and| New, strong product is brighten- | “The Furies” (Par) and “Perfect : 
2 048: ’ 719: 1 248: 2.296 60-$1)— gion” is topping them all this | “Rookie Fireman” (RKO), $4,800. | ing up biz prospects here this ses-; Woman” (ELC). Mild $4,000. Last $ 
045; 1,419; 1,246; a, week though biz is fairly hefty all | . * Cm pe ‘ week, “So Young, So Bad” (UA) 
“ , : - “seg: State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) i ith 1 weath : a. , 
“Destination Moon” (EL) and /around. Nearly as strong is RKO| “Crisis” (M-G). Fair $8,000. Last; 00, Wit Coot weather proving | and “Trigger, Jr.” (Rep), $3,800. 
Snow Dog” (Mono). Sharp $51,-| Albee with “Winchester ’73.’ | y, “Jol “Holiday” (UA). bad|2dded hypo, “Treasure Island” | » £2 
000 Last week. “Stella” (20th) | I Pe te hake : nan + week, “Johnny Holiday” (UA), ba 3 Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 4“ 
d “J wngie Stempede” (R (2d “Thr s 1s holding over nicely with | $6 800. |shapes smash at Golden Gate,| “Treasure Island” (RKO) (3d wk). h 
an ungle Stempede ep) hree Little Words. | World (Mann) (400: 50-85) —| @@ualling the trade done in first! O¢ to about $11,500. Last week nd 
wk-5 days), $15,500. Estimates for This Week | esaned . Baa? ie aes a. | week by “Cinderella,” another| ,; 17 000 , ' ° I 
ations ewntet Wilt Albee (RKO) (2.200: 44-65)—| Winslow Boy” (EL) (2d wk). Okay) ,~ : ’ "| nice $17, ‘ $ 
ollywood, owntown, iltern, 48 () $2.000. Last week. $3.000 Disney picture although summer | ’ ' 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1)— 7 a aia > (U) and “Tabu” |?“ - Last week, $3, : | eeane has taken many out of town. | PP yg OY ed Pid — P 
“— 4 k id W Fé SI ] 21.- ( ). 40 ty 16,000. Last week, | _ F “ aT s ” ‘ —— o ella an l-J aCK=- 
Pretty - ry Bhd ee ow $ wpreasure Island” (RKO) and “Bea. | Stout bally for “Destination Moon ed” (Lip). Light at $13,000. Last 7 
yy ca Wwoee, pms ane ver Valley” (RKO) (2d wk) t 6 ’ j will bring it a» big stanza at’ the week, “Flame and Arrow” (WB) 
A ”? (W (3 k-5 days),| Ver ¥ *y a WK), neat | Fox. “The Furies” is okay at Para-| © , ie : ; : ir 
$19,000 a gpa nY*"* | $12,000. | Ver Own Wham mount sale “Kenenisa” logane and “Music in Moonlight” (Indie) B 
Scat State, Egyptian (UA) Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)—‘In | | oond at oe ng ‘ | (2d wk), satisfactory $14,000. e) 
weer 4 ase: , 6$-$1)—"Summer Foreign Legion (U) and “Lonely | | Estimates for This Week Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— $: 
at ye , . |Heart Bandits” (Rep). Strong $16.- | e | «“ i. 2a ; » OMG) 
Stock”’.(M-G). Fine $35,000. Last ne ’ | Gol ~ 2 - 60-85) Three Little Words” (M-G). Way 
~ pears. Sy eng ey | 000. Last week, ‘50 Years Before | x0lden Gate (RKO) (2,650; 60-8: ; i : 6 
week, “Three Little Words” (M-G) | Eves” (WB) and “Great Jewel Rob- . ; —‘Treasure Island” (RKO) and Out he with rr vende = 
oe nts ane, SEF ep) | Rae (WE), very dull $8,000. | _peaver Valley” (RKO). Smash (Col) and “Shadows on Wall’ (M-G) 7 
(Loew's only) (3d wk), $19,200. Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- | Pittsburgh, Aug. 15, | $30,000. Last week, “So Young, So ¢25. 616 go9 aaah: ° os 
Hillstreet, Pantages) ‘RK O ) | 65)—“Peggy” (U) and “Spy Hunt” | Big noise of week is being made Bad" (UA), $11,500. oes ${ 
(2-890; 2,812; 50-$1)—‘Treasure |(U). Opened Sunday (13). Last by « Vv : ie a “| Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Des- | Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) , 
Island” (RKO) and “Beaver Val-| week, “Panic in Streets” (20th) and | >Y “Our Very Own,” which gave | tination Moon” (EL). Big $25,000; —'The Furies” (Par) and “Perfect “il 
ley” (RKO). Nice $35,000. Last | “Music in Moonlight” (Rep), good Fulton its biggest opening since | or near. Last week, “Stelia” (20th) | Woman” (ELC). Fairish $10,000 or | 
Pp a ; | 
week, Hs ve nedigar aoe es yn seat oe . : in . Mite of Iwo same ll — = for and “The Avengers” (Rep), slim Bad” arate nd “Tener ir tReph - 
and “Atrocities of Manila’ (Indie), State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) ealthy run. “Furies” at Stanley is | $13,500. JA) and “Tr , Jr. ° 
$26,300. “Three Little Words” (M-G) (2d, getting into the winner’s circle, too,| Warfield (Loew's) (2.656: 60-85) | 2/1000. L 
Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- wk). Fairly nice $11,500. First | despite some sharply mixed no-|_ «Three Little Words” (M-G) (3d! State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 40-$1) | week was fancy $19,000. tices. “Cariboo Trail” also isn’t do-| y.) = Nice $14,000. Last week, “Three Little Words” (M-G). Solid a“ 
—‘“The Furies” (Par) and “Trig-| Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) | ing badly either at the Harris. As | $20,000. $14,000. Last week, “Rogues Sher- S! 
ger, 3t.” (Sep). Fale eres PF ane fr: aa gest Ms «=e a ag in of one eon at ona h so Paramount (Par) (2.646: 60-85) | 00d Forest” (Col) and “Shadow OC 
week, “Admira Jas Lady” (UA) onday ‘ ast week, ‘“Con-|cally is general righ own the | .. ‘estan’? (Baw) ana Tf? . on Wall” (M-G), $9,000. ‘ 
and “Laughing Lady” (Indie), victed” (Col), slow $7,000. line, with ho. of “Three Little | {be Cures (Rar) and sisaeb $ “t 
$14,000 in three sites. | |Words’ at Penn doing very well Last week, “Flame and Arrow” |, : .! 
Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) bs . at and third week of “ “lame and Ar- | wr) os : ; * $ 
(2.210; 1,106; j30-$1)——"uchess | P hilly Still Improving; oe ee e ant ne vee (Rep) vo 9g vy 17 alee Baby Chunky 8,000 In R 
aho” (M and “Jiggs, Maggi ‘we? istimates for This Wee | s ) (1.400: 60-85) — i. ff ? : 
Gut West” (Mono) ‘Orpheum only)! ‘Kiss’ Sockeroo $35,000, |, ruiton isrea), 11.700; 45-80— the wen WA) sdwi down | LVille; “Treasure’ Trim 
K). UU. LAS WER, “Our Very Own” (RKO). Got off : air @ aa 
‘ ’ ‘ ; A t © | to $7,000. Last week, fair $9,000. | ~< ? 0 
$25,000. artists, Ritz, Vogue, siv-| ‘Ocean’ 236, ‘Stella’ 17G to, tremendous start, best here in|"° Os oheum iNo, Coast) (2.472; 58-| 136; Words’ Hot 126, 2d rs 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; Philadelphia, Aug. 15. | 000 or near. Last week, in 10 days, | 8°)—;"Convicted” (Col) and “Snow Louisville, Aug. 15. c 
1,370; 885; 1,145; 60-$1)—“Eye Wit-| Fijm business is being helped |“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th), i a pee ge ga i Fairly good product on tap this B, 
ness” (EL) and “I Killed Geroni-| py cool weather but strong fare | very good $11,000. | Sh : Billy The Kid? (Li ). $14 500 , week at all downtown houses, with rif 
mo” (EL). Thin $19,000. Last week, |is also a vital factor. Film row| Harris (Harris) (2,200: 45-80)— | 1, ny SOs ee vrs VN: | the weather a help. Cool tempera- , 
in Foreign Legion (U) and Hi- here sees promise of continued | “Cariboo Trail” (20th). Not so bad | United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; | tures are favorable and patrons are “ 
Jacked” (Lippert) (2d wk-5 days), upbeat. American Legion conven- | $9,000. Some of Fulton overflow | ete Happy Bin ged eee getting back in the habit of coming T. 
$10,800. mic seca) aad 60-$1)— | #0" failed to hurt trade over | brushing off in here, which helps. aia Beli! ara) ao zon , “Jr0-/ into the business area for their 
Ps nts” TA) (relaawe) (ith _weekend. “Kiss Tomorrow Good-| Last week, “A. & C. in Foreign | q + wees ;film shopping. “Treasure Island’ (I 
City Lights” | reissue bye” will land the top figure at | Legion” (U), $7,000. | Stagedoor (Ackerman-Rosener) at the Rialto looks excellent. né 


wk). Oke $2,000. Last week, $2,300. | 

Fine Arts, Guild (FWC) (679; | 
968; 60-$1)—“‘Royal Affair” (Indie). | 
Slow $3,500. Last week, “Rocking 


Horse Winner” (U) (2d wk-9 days), 








the Mastbaum where big while 
“711 Ocean Drive” shapes sock at 
the Stanley. “Convicted” also is | wk). 
great at the Stanton. Strongest | $13,000, which is enough to send 
holdovers appear to be “Annie | musical to the Ritz for a third 


(3,300; 45-80)— 
(M-G) (2d 


Penn (Loew’s) 
\“Three Little Words” 








Holding up well at around | 


, (370; 85-$1)-—“Mary of Scotland” | 
| (RKO) (reissue). Good $3,800. Last | 
| week, “Kind Hearts, Coronets” | 

(EL) (7th wk), $2,900. | 
| Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85)—| 











“Pretty Baby” at Mary Anderson 
looms brisk. Holdover of “Three 
Little Words” at the State is perky. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 





$2,400. Get Gun,” “Our Very Own” and! week. Last week ki 21.000 “Bicycle Thief” (Indie) (2d wk). | 45-65) — “Pretty Baby” (WB) 
“Duchess of Idaho.” es 1 ey (WB) “3800: Eu Nice $2,800. Last week, $3,300. | Chunky $8,000. Last week, “Flame 
Cine Stout: Ve Own’ Bo ag Ae Ph Seed a. Raves for Rae or (WB) (2d wk), modest 
y A , ; -99)— Our | Huston’s final performance helping | ¢ ’ UU. i 
y : ’ ry , asst bag Ae“ co" oo Wos'eeo ten Payeng or goa fact one deed Treasure’ Hot $15,000, | gstialto ee yo re (3,000; : 
to J after soc ’ or for pic itself were mixed. Shou 6 IN -65)—‘Treasure Island” (RKO) 
Torrid $16,000, Furies | breakaway. hit $15,500, okay here these days,| © Ort.; ‘Ocean’ Nifty 8G. ang““Beaver Valley” (RKO). EX- . 
‘ + ¢ Id Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) —‘In}| Last week, “Flame and Arrow” _ Portland, Ore., Aug. 15. | cellent $13,000. Last week, “Going in 
Oke 8G, Arrow g ) ag) Sige A (Col) fo! =. So (2d wk-6 days), good aoe 2 > a ps nd — 1S ed Way” (Par) (reissue), under “y 
og to $9, after nice . open- | arner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)—)} really perking at first-run_houses hopes at light $7,000. 
Cincinnati, Aug. 15. ing round. “Flame and Arrow” (WB) (m.o.).|/this week. “Treasure Island,” State (Loew’s) (45-65)—‘“Three a 
All major stands are above par,|__ Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) —|Smart $7,000. Last week, “Cargo a ly oe publicity — Little Words” (M-G) (2d wk). Hold- is 
cool weather helping to brisk | sag OF oe on os a \Capt lood” (Col) $6, $00 in‘ dari. ental, eT Gun Bete” ak Or- | wears Re ey si8-c00. pane 
summer trade this round. “Our i joni | pheum looms nifty. “Duchess of| Stran MFR) (1,200: 45-65)— 
Very Own” holds the town lead — |Idaho” in holdover at Broadway) “Leave to Heaven” (20th) and ry. 
by a wide margin, swell at Albee. | ¢ 9 continues great. | “Home in Indiana” (20th) (reis- a 
Other new bills, “Convicted” and Duchess Ro | 28 ( P e Estimates for This Week sues). Nice $4,000. Last week, “Gun 
“Furies” are in medium groove. ya ’ aces e "? Broadway (Parker) (1,850; 50-85) | ~may" (UA) and “Without Honor” = 
Holdovers of “Broken Arrow” and —“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) and | ‘UA), good $5,000. (re 
“Father of Bride” continue sturdi- $ *l’ ¢ 4 Boenrertgl Se reer oe WO 4 Pd 7 
wy. Lil ‘ reasure : 4 — $11,000. Last week, $15,-| Panic’ Smash $9,000 In “p 
Estimates for This Week ‘ -§ ? 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75) — Detroit, Aug. 15. Furies” (Par) (2d wk). Slim $10,- | ug @Xjaie (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)—) Wash.; ‘Ocean Okay 126, si 
“Our Very Own” (RKO), Swell| “Duchess of Idaho” is digging |000. Last week, $18,000. ernie eG Gena theee Treasure’ T: 
heme ant waa - a _— —— at the Michigan | United Artists (UD) (2,000: 70-| Last ae “Return Fert ite reasure Tall 126, 2d 7 
slz ), bri 5,000. thi , : rill t: oe 1 (Re nay a Lg es as oa ‘ z 
7 ,Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55-|the edge’ off the recent “Geoeaue (one “The Avemonre” Ges), “hak nea | cst Ee ee on 
5) — “Broken Arrow” (20th) (2d /in biz. - | ae Agent ral weve: or biz contunues of 
wk). Strong $9,000 followup of sock |comets, “Rock Island Trail” looks (2k@¥ at $11,000, Last week, “Go-| Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- steady here, with higher tempera- fai 
$15,000 preem lik ’ sreeg BS My Way (Par) (reissue), | g5)“Treasure Island” (RKO). tures not hurting mid-town houses. ( 
Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) _| Artists “The Toren” ts Seherinn Leow | day-date with Paramount. Sock Top hongrs go to pair of Lopert “SI 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) (4th wk). very “tine at the Downtown. |...!adison (UD) (1,800; 70-95) — | $5,000 or over. Last week, “In| starters. “Panic in the Streets,” at foe 
Chesty $6,000 trailing hotsy $8,500 Among the second termers, “Treas- //@me and Arrow” (WB) and “50 | Lonely Place” (Col) and “Fortunes | the Playhouse, looks big while re- isf. 
third sesh. ure Island” looks best at the Fox. | ¥@ars Before Eyes” (WB) (m.o.).| Capt. Blood” (Rep), okay $3,700. issue of “All Quiet _on Western nie 
Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55-|""The Furies” is slow in second Nice $9,000 for third downtown| Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- Front” is sock at the Dupont. “711 ing 
75) — “Furies” (Par). Satisfactory Palms week iweek. Last week, “Young Widow” | g5)—“711 Ocean Drive” (Col) and QCe@" Drive” shapes firm at the 
oo se week, “Great Jewel | Estimates for This Week $7,000" “Strange Woman” (UA), | “Armored Car Robbery” (RKO), | douse big a¢ Rae island” cone wp 
obber”’ | ) and “50 Years Be-| Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) |?4°UY"" Nifty $8,000. Last week, “In Lonely | 1g a eith’s. Bri 
~_ gg ALL co 6 | ee Island” (RKO) (2d — gar (1,700; 70-95) ae (Col) and “Fortunes Capt Pa rds ‘haere ann las 
yric ( ) (1,500; 55-75) —!|wk). Oka 20,000. Last week,|—‘“Annie Get un” (M-G) (7th ood” (Rep), $7,000. | as ” 7 govt Phin FRE ‘ 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) (m.o.). | $27,000. i ace wk). Slipping to $5,000. Last} Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400: | Peggy” (20th) plus vaude. Nice ae 
All right $8,000. Last week, “711| Michigan (United Detroit) Week, $6,000. 50-85)—“Treasure Island” (RKO), | pos200, bast week, “Lady Without wk 
demeciatan 98,000. (m.0.), eet MG) "Deositent ganaee eg oll Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- | also Oriental. Smash $10,000. Last |500. ner gee eer eee $1g 
_ ,000. (M-G). xcellent ,000. ast 95) — “The Torch” (EL) and | week, “Stella” (20th) and “Mystery| p . . 
w-palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75) —| week, “Flame and Arrow” (WB) |“Young Lovers” (EL). ‘Dim $4.500 | at Burlesque” (UA), good $6,800. : “Quiet 4 Wenern Front” (indie) on 
Convicted” (Col). So-so $9,500.|and “50 Years Before Eyes”’*(WB) \or under. Last week, “Quiet on United Artists ; 50- i i "thi s7, 
Last k.“ ely Place” (Col as t sts (Parker) (890; 50-/| (reissue). Amazing $6,500 for this ) 
feet rote chonely Blece (Col), | (2d wk), $16,000. cm. | Western Front” (Indie) and “Night- | 85)\—“Annie Get Gun* (M-G) (3d | small-seater, and well above house 
,000. Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—“The ‘mare” (Indie) (reissues), $4,000. | wk) Big $7,000. Last week, $8,800. (Continued on page 22) 
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Louisa -Eckstine Huge $70,000, Chi; 
Furies Big 206, ‘Underworld’ $14,000, 
Treasure Crisp 136, ‘Stella’ 116, 2d 


Chicago, Aug. 15. + 
Cool weather this week, together 
with world preem of “Louisa” at 
the Chicago, is stepping up takes 
in the Loop. “Louisa,” boosted by 
Billy Eckstine, Martha Stewart and 
the Blackburn Twins onstage, looks 
huge $70,000 or near... First day 
drew heavy trade, with “Louisa” 

stars on the stage all day. 

“Underworld Story” and “Mys- 
tery Street” is neat opener at 
Roosevelt, at bright $14,000. State- 
Lake entry of “The Furies” should 
catch fat $20,000. Reissue entry 
at Grand of “Sudan” and “Arabian 
Nights” is also good. 

Woods third-weeker ‘711 Ocean 


4 9 e 
Drive” leads holdovers at lush $20, | 
000. “Stella” and “If This Be Sin” Sunset Rousing ; 


at United Artists is good $11,000. 
b : 


“Three Little Words” with Chico 
Buffalo, Aug. 15. 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the’ vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take. when 
playin;, percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
ee the U S. amusement 
ax. 











Marx topping stageshow at Orien- 
tal, looms brisk $43,000. “Treasure 
Island” at Palace continues crisp 
$13,000 in second frame. 
Estimates for This Week 





Chicago (B&K) (3,000; 50-98)—;| Boxoffice takings are really 
“Louisa” (U) and Billy Eckstine,! perking this week, with several 
Martha Stewart and _ Blackburn 


$70,000. Last week, ‘Friend Irma’’| set Boulevard’ ’at the Center 
plus stageshow (2d wk), $47.099. | shapes standout with great total. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98). “Our Very Own” also is big at re- 
(House indefinitely closed commenc-| opened Century. “Pretty Baby” 
ing last Friday). Last week, “Back | and “Three Little Words,” latter in 
Bataan” (RKO), and ‘Marine Raid- | second round, also are doing well. 


Twins topping stage bill. Terrific | new, strong entries helping. “Sun- 


ers’ (RKO) (reissues) (2d wk), | Estimates for This Week 
$5,000. | Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— 
Grand (RKO) (1,200; 50-98)— | “Three Little Words” (M-G) (2d | 


“Sudan” (U) and “Arabian Nights” | wk). Down to $10,000. Last week 
(U) (reissues). Trim $10,000. Last dandy arty Poti ' : 


week, “Woman On Pier 13” (RKO) | Paramount (Par) (3,000: 40-70)— 


ae Penitentiary’ (Col), | upretty Baby” (WB) and “Lucky 
he ers” | ), , 13,000. 
Oriental (Indie) (3.400; 50-98.— | £25°"% ogg Reina Pb samme 
“Three Little Words” (M-G) plus | ? ; 
Chico Marx, Paul Gray, and Yvette | vee PR kdl a we ca 
ynstage (2d wk). Brisk $43,000, |-unset Boulevar ar). Socko 
ie t ‘en k. smash $58,000 $14,00 or over. Last week, “Flame 
2 ba Pa o re * 80 98) ; and Arrow” (WB) (2d wk), $9,000. 
alac 500; -98)— 


“Treasure Island’? (RKO) (2d wk). | Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 





Slick $13,000. Last week, big $19,-| 
000. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 50-98)— | Week, “In Foreign Legion” (U) and | 


‘“Underworld Story” (UA) and 
“Mystery Street” (M-G). Neat, 
$14,000: Last week, “Great Jewel | 


Robber” (WB) and “Once a Thief” 
(UA) (2d wk), $7,000. | 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) | 
—‘The Furies” (Par). Bright $20,- 
000. Last week, “Where Sidewalk 
Ends” (20th) (2d wk), $10,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,770; 50- 
98)—“‘Stella” (20th) and “If This 
Be Sin” (UA) (2d wk). Good $11,- 
000. Last week, $14,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“711 Ocean Drive” (Col) (3d wk). 
Tall $20,000. Last week, $32,000. ; 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘“‘Marius” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Tidy $3,500 or 
near. Last week, $4,000. 


‘BABY’ LUSTY $15,000, — 
CLEVE. ‘ADMIRAL’ 7G. 


Cleveland, Aug. 15. 

Three showcase houses are get- | 
ting along surprising well with 
holdovers, “Three Little Words’ | 
at State and “Treasure Island” at | 
Palace being the leaders. Both are 
in their second frames. Hipp’s 
“Pretty Baby” looms fine. ‘“Ad-| 
miral was a Lady” at Stillman is 
slow, while the Allen’s “Convicted” 
is doing satisfactorily. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-75)— 
“Convicted” (Col). Trim $13,000. 
Last week, “Stella” (20th), oke $12,- 
000. 

Esquire (Community) (704; 55-75) | 
—‘‘Quiet on Western Front” (Indie) | 
(reissue) (3d wk). Fair $3,600 fol- | 
lowing $4,000 last week. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-75)— | 
“Pretty Baby” (WB). Fine $15,000. | 
Last week, “Cariboo Trail” (20th), 
$14,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (505; 
55-75)—"‘Falen Idol” (SRO) and 
“Third Man” (SRO). Thin $1,500 | 
on return dates. Last week, “Facts | 
of Love” (Indie) and “Her First Af- 
fair” (Indie) (reissue), $2,000. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,205; 55-75)— 
“Shadow on Wall” (M-G) and “‘Blos- | 
soms in Dust” (M-G) (reissue). Sat- 
isfactory $6,000. Last week, “An-| 
nie Get Gun” (M-G) (m.o.), pleas- | 
ing $6,200. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-75)—)| 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Bright $13,000, after swell $18,500 
last week. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-75)— 
“Three Little Words” (M-G) (2d 
Wk). Brisk $12,000. Last week, | 
$18,000. 


' 














“Admiral Was Lady” (UA). 
$7,000. Last week, “Irma West” 
‘Par) (m,o.),, $6,500, 5 1h 


y epot' no) 


Static | 


| phrey 


'*Flame and Arrow” 
Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-75)— | “Fifty Years” (WB), also Denver, | 


| “Cariboo Trail” (20th) and 


“In Lonely Place” (Col) and “Cap- | 


tive Girl” (U). Mild $9,000. Last 
“One Way Street” (U). Nice 
$14,000. 


Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)\—“‘Our Very Own” (RKO) and 
“Armored Car Robbery” (RKO). 
Rousing $15,000. Last week, shut- 
tered. 


‘Flame’ Big 256, Denver; 
Treasure’ Wow $16,00 


Denver, Aug. 15. 
“Flame and Arrow” is copping 
the top money here showing in 





three theatres but equally socko | “Cariboo Trail” (20th). Good $11,-. 


is “Treasure Island,” playing at 
the Orpheum. Latter is sure hold- 


over. “Annie Get Your Gun” 
finally wound up its run at the 
Broadway, still good in sixth 
round. Of newcomers, only “Re- 
turn of Frontiersman” is dragging. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
74\—“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (6th 
wk). Good $6,000. Last week, fine 
$8,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) — 
“Flame and Arrow’ (WB) and 
“Fifty Years Before Eyes’ (WB), 
day-date with Esquire, Webber. 
Big $18,000. Last week, “Cariboo 


Trail” (20th) and “Lost Volcano” 
(Mono), $16,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74) — 


“Flame and Arrow’ (WB) and 
“Fifty Years” (WB). also Denver, 
Webber. Sock $3,500. Last week, 
“Stage Fright” (WB) and “Hum- 
Takes Chance” (Mono), 
$1,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— | 


(RKO) and 
(RKO). Smash 


“Treasure  Island’’ - 
“Beaver Valley” 
$16,000 or near. Holds. Last 
week, “Our Very Own” (RKO) 
(2d wk), good $11,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Return Frentiersman” (WB) and 


| “Vicious Years” (FC). Thin $6,000. 


Last week, “Stage Fright’ (WB) 
and “Humphrey Takes Chance” 
(Mono), drab $4,500. 

Tab (Fox) (1,967; 35-74) — 
“Skipger Surprised His Wife” 


| (M-G) and “Crooked River” (Lip). 


Fair $3,000. 
issues. 


Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-74)—“Kind 


Last week, on re- 


‘CAPTURED’ -ELLINGTON 
MODEST 156, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 15. 

Action is still slow at deluxers 
here. Circle’s attempt to hypo biz 
with the first stageshow in three 
‘months failed to excite locals. 
| ‘““Captured,” with Duke Ellington 
_ band, is leading town but at a mild 
figure. “Three Little Words” 
again is stoutest straight filmer 
in its second week at Loew’s. 
“Abbott and Costello in Foreign 
Legion,” at Indiana, is only so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 








90)—“Captured” (RKO) with Duke 





B way Solid; Sunset’ Wham 1666, Top 
Non-Holiday Biz; ‘Treasure’ Starts 
Big, Abbott-Costello Opens to $15,000 


Although loaded with holdovers, |tinued nicely at $7,500 after second 


continued favorable weather and Week's sock $9,000. 

: : Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
the all-round improvement in busi- | fellers) (5.945; 80-$2.40)— “Sunset 
ness tone will give Broadway first-| Boulevard” (Par) with stageshow. 


run houses a generally solid week | Biggest thing here since New 
currently. Mild temperatures with | Year’s week, when house made all- 


1 )- 4 sae |time high. Soaring to terrific $166,- 
Ellington orch onstage. Modest | some rain kept all theatres from ‘ 
$15,000. Last week, “Night and | suffering any summer downbeat. be new non-holiday record here. 
Day” (20th) and “Triple Trouble’ | The fact that “Sunset Boulevard” Showing all the more remarkable 
(Mono), dull $7,500. at 44-65c | is soaring to an all-time, non-holi- |iN view of no extra performances 
scale. | day week high at the Music Hall | and a cee ae ord for sang 
, e : a __|appears benefitting some other) D'i Is 10urs and 40 minutes. 

Pa yo Rat al dose = (y) | Spots with the overflow. | Nearly 100% rave reviews ap- 
- in Foreign Legion — The Gloria Swanson - William | Parently helping, too. House is 

jand “Savage Horde Ree, 2 S0-SO | tolden starrer is heading for a getting usual scale. “The Men” 
Island” (RKO). $10,500 Peasure | colossal $166,000 in the first week |(UA) and stageshow (3d wk) held 
—_— , — |at the Hall, biggest non-holiday |to fine $124,000, a bit over hopes. 
Loew's (Loew's) (2,427; 44-65)— | ctanza in the history of the house.| _ Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)—“The 
“Three Little Words” (M-G) (2d/| “Sunset” climbed to $100,000 in|Ape” (Indie) and “Return of Zom- 


| wk). Sturdy $10,000 on top of big | 
|$16,000 opener. 

| Lyric (G-D) (14,600; 
'“Great Jewel Robber” 


44-65)— | 
(WB) and 





the first four days, taking in Satur- | bie” (Indie) (reissues). Getting nice 
day-Sunday, then held to the open- | $6.500 or close, but not holding. 
ing day space on Monday, which “Murders in Rue Morgue” (FC) 
had not been anticipated. Lines|and “The Raven” (FC) (reissues) 


“Bandit King Texas” (Indie). Oke | three blocks long marked huge |9pen tomorrow (Thurs.). 
$5,000. Last week, “Lawless” | business over the weekend. | Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
\(Par) and “Rangers Cherokee| “Treasure Island’ started out|/$1.80)—“No Way Out” (20th), 


Strip” (Rep), $4,000. 


| 


‘Treasure Solid 











$12,000, St. Loo 


. Louis, Aug. 15. | 
Four-day wildeat strike of bus | 
and streetcar operators that caused | 
a cessation of public transport un- | 
til yesterday (Mon.) plus heavy, 
| rainfall over the weekend is prov-| 
|ing a handicap to really big totals. | 
| “Louisa,” preceded by a solid bally | 
and stage appearances of Spring 
| Byington, teed off big at the Fox. | 
“Treasure Island,” playing day-| 
date in two smaller houses, is 
|sock standout. “Three = _ Little | 
| Words” is still lusty 
| Loew’s week. 


Estimates for This Week 


| Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60)—‘‘Louisa” 
(U) and ‘‘Beware of Blondie” (Col). 


very well yesterday (Tues.) at the | Opens today (Wed.). In ahead, “Un- 
Mayfair. ‘“Abbott-Costello in For-}derworld Story’ (UA) (3d wk), 
eign Legion” looks fairly good $15.,- |dipped to around $6,000 after dim 
000 at. the Criterion. '$8,000 last week. 

Making the strongest showing of | Roxy (20th) (5.886: 80-$1.75)— 
the holdovers is “My Friend Irma “panie jn Streets” | (20th) plus 
Goes West” with Louis Prima | Frances Langford, Peg Leg Bates 
band, Gary Morton and Modern-| joe Jackson, Jr., and ice carnival 
aires heading stageshow at the) onstage (2d-final wk). Holding well 


Paramount. The $78,000 being rat sturdy $70,000 after nice $83,000 
garnered in the second week is| a bit below expectancy. 


. — ~ | opener, 
Per gg o't bold beef peella” (20th), with Milton Berle 
thir ‘ oma be “tensa 0 €-| topping new stageshow. that in- 
a Bo — Steester™ with ice | cludes Sid Gary and Leonard Sues, 
carnival and Frances Langford | °Pens Friday (38). r oe 
topping the stage layout, also is| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50) 
displaying real strength on initial | — Three Little Words” (M-G) (2d 
holdover round at the Roxy. This| WK). First week soared to smash 
combo looks likely to.do $70,000 | $41,000 or near, only exceeded here 
this week as against $83,000 open- | by “Annie Get Gun” (M-G) and 
ing frame. Won't hold because | Jolson Story” (Col). Looks in for 
Milton Berle on stage, with | extended-run. In ahead, Annie 
“Stella,” is set to open Friday (18). |Get Gun” (M-G) (12th wk), fine 

“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye,” with $14,000, rounding out record long- 
run. 


in second | Billy Vine topping stage bill, is 


doing okay at around $37,000 in| 
‘second Strand week albeit con- | 
siderably off from opening session. 
Only laggard of stage film houses 


Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2)— 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
with Billy Vine, Toni Harper, Lind 
Bros. heading stage bill (2d wk). 


| Opened big today (Tues.). Last | is. the Capitol, sluggish at $24,000 | Still doing fairly well with $37,000 
oar “pretty Baby” (WB) andl with “Lady Without Passport” and |after big $63,000 opener. Con- 
r " stageshow topped by Pearl. Bailey. | tinues. 


000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“Three Little Words” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Held to $16,000 after sock 
$24,500 initial stanza. 
| Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60)—“711 
Ocean Drive” (Col) and “Fortunes 
| Capt. Blood” (Col). Big $15,000. 
| Last week, “Stella” (20th) and 
| “Flame and Arrow” (WB), $10,500. 
| St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60) — 
| “Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th) and 


/ 000. Last week, “The Torch” (EL) 
,and stageshow, $9,000. 

| Shubert (Indie) (1,500; 60-75) — 
| “Treasure Island” (RKO). Smash 
| $12,000. Last week, house shut- 
‘tee 





Omaha; ‘Robinson’ 106 


Omaha, Aug. 15. 
Soggy weather with showers is 
‘doing no good to weekend open- 
ings but week’s offerings seem to 
‘lack real biz appeal. “Broken 
_Arrow” at the Paramount is best 
with nice total. ‘Robinson Story” 
at the Orpheum is only fair. 
“Treasure Island” is its second 
week at Brandeis still is big after 
smash opener. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 

| 65)—“Broken Arrow” (20th). Nice 
| $11,000. Last week, “Crisis” (M-G), 
| $10,500. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
| 65)—“Jackie Robinson Story” (EL) 
,and “Boy From Indiana” (EL). Fair 
$10,000. Last week, “Rocketship 
|X-M” (Lip) and “Motor Patrol’ 
(Lip), same. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
'—“Night and City” (20th) 
| “Radar Secret Service” (Lip). Ordi- 
inary $9,500. Last week, “Return 
Frontiersman” (WB) and “This 
Side of Law” (WB), $8,500. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (4th wk) 
and “Fall In” (UA). Good $3,800. 
Last week, $4,200. 
| Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
'“Treasure Island” (RKO) (2d wk). 
|Nice $7,000. Last week, terrific 











Hearts, Coronets” (EL) (2d wk). | $10,000. 


Fine $2,500. Last week, big $3,000. 
Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74) — 
(WB) and 
Esquire. Big $3,500. Last week, 
“Lost 

Volcano” (Mono), $2,500. ...,.° 


Daa ee 


7). > a? 





New Hampshire Drive-In 
Manchester, N. H. 
Comeau’s Beach drive-in opened 
-at Beaver Lake in East Derry. 
pene ozoner will operate five times 
au week. is a) be 
( DER Cropegact (2 


| “Return Frontiersman” (WB), $12,- 


‘Arrow’ Sharp $11,000 In 


and | 


“Our Very Own” continues solid- | 
'ly with $20,000 or better in third 
week at the Victoria. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
| “Edge of Doom” (RKO) (2d wk). | 
|Initial. holdover round dipping 
| sharply to $16,000, okay, after fine | 
$25,000 opener, Continues. 
| Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20-) 
| $2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (95th'! 
| wk). Still in the chips at about | 
| $5,000 after $5,506 last week. 
Stays on, 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-| 
$1.50)—“Lady Without Passport” | 
(M-G) plus stageshow headed by | 
Pearl Bailey, Jay Marshall, Jack | 
Fina orch orch (2d-final wk). Looks | 
to slip to around $24,000, after 
lightweight $38,000, below hopes, | 
on opener. “Pretty Girl’ (Col), 
with Gene Krupa orch, Jack E. 
Leonard, Connie Haines onstage, 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


| Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) | 
—A. & C. in Foreign Legion” (U). 
Shapes fairly good $15,000. In 
ahead, “So Young, So Bad” (UA) | 
'(3d wk), fine $10,500. | 
Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20)— | 
Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) and 
| “Day At Races” (M-G) (reissues) 
(6th final wk). Dipping somewhat 
i. final round to about $9,000 after | 
‘excellent $12,000 last week. “The | 
'Torch” (EL) opens Saturday (19). 


| Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 
$1.20)—“Treasure Island’ (RKO), 
|Opened yesterday (Tues.) with very 
'good business. Last week, “Destina- 
jtion Moon” (EL) (8th wk), wound 
|up with okay $8,000 after solid 
$11,000 for seventh round. . 

| Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— | 
| “Story of G. I. Joe” (UA) (reissue) 
| with vaude. Looks to wind up with 
good $20,000 or near. Last week, 
“Great Jewel Robber’ (WB) and 
vaude, $21,500 , 

| Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
'—‘The Furies” (Par) with Mills | 
Bros., Al Bernie, Bobby Byrne 

'orch. Opens today (Wed.). Last | 
| week, “Irma Goes West” (Par) with 

'Louis Prima orch, Gary Morton, 

|Modernaires heading stage bill (2d 

| wk), held to big $78,000 after smash | 
|$98,000 opener. Second week jus- | 
tified additional time but locked- 
booking on stageshows prevented 
|holdover a third or longer. | 
Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 

i—‘‘All Quiet on Western Front” 

|(Indie) (reissue) (4th wk). Third | 
istanza ended last night (Tues.) con- 
£3 fred bots ; r 


| 
} 








| «6 


‘and “Beaver Valley” (RKO). 


Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (lith wk), 
Holding to $5,400, very profitable, 
after $6,200 last week. Continues 
on, with “Trio” (Par) set to open 
Oct. 10. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
74-$1.50)—*‘Kind Hearts, Coronets” 
(EL) (10th wk). Continues very 
strongly with $7,500 after $8,200 
last round. Still holding. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—“‘Our Very Own” (RKO) 
(4th wk). Third session ended last 
night (Tues.) held in strong fashion 
with big $20,000 after rousing $26,- 
000 in second week, over hopes, 
Stays indef. 


‘Flame’ Bright $15,000, 
Seattle; ‘Treasure’ 106 


Seattle, Aug. 15. 

The heat is on here, but some 
new bills are doing much better 
than in recent weeks. Palomar has 
Nellie Lutcher heading a_ good 
stageshow with “Peggy” and doing 
great biz. “Treasure Island” at 
Fifth Avenue, “Flame and Arrow” 
at Orpheum and “Broken Arrow” 
at Paramount, all are doing brisk 
trade. “Stars in My Crown” at Lib- 
erty also shapes fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 59- 
84)—“Admiral Was Lady” (UA) 
and ‘Prelude to Korea” (EL). Fair 
$7,000 or less. Last week, “Woman 
Pier 13” (RKO) and “Hostile Coun- 
try” (Lip) $5,800. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (1,877; 
59-84)—“‘Treasure Island” (RKO) 
Great 
$10,000 or better. Last week, ‘‘Side- 
walk Ends” (20th) and ‘Samoa” 
(Col), $7,800. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
—‘‘Stars in Crown” (M-G) and 
“Trigger, Jr.” (Rep). Okay $7,000. 
Last week, “Duchess of Idaho” (M- 
G) and ‘House by River” (Rep) (3d 
wk), swell $7,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 59-84) 
—‘Gi Gi” (Indie) (2d wk). Head- 
ing for good $3,000 after dandy $5,- 
000 opener. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- 
84)—“‘Annie Get Gun” (M-G) and 
“Mystery Star” (M-G) (5th wk), 





Great $6,000. Last week, $9,800. 


Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 59- 
84)—‘‘Flame and Arrow” (WB) and 
“Armored Car Robbery” (RKO). 
Smash $15,000. Last week, “Kid 

(Continued on page 22): 
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Wednesday, August 16, 1950 __ 








~ THE MOST POPULAR PIC] 


“AS AMERICAN AS ICE CREAM AND 
CAKE,” says the New York Herald-Tribune 


Samuel Goldwyn has reached into the 
heart of the American home to make 
you laugh—to make you cry a little— 
to make you live again your happiest 
moments! This is a picture filled not 
only with romantic magic and nostal- 
sia, but with all the tender things, the 
daily excitements, the joyous wonder 
of life in America today! 


AS HEDDA HOPPER SAYS: “IT’S 
THE KIND OF PICTURE AMERICA 
HAS BEEN SCREAMING FOR.” 


No wonder it’s also the picture that’s 
bringing joy and happiness to exhibi- 
tors every where! 


Distributed by RKO RADIO PICTURES, INC. 
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staring ANN BLYTH 
FARLEY GRANGER 


JOAN EVANS 
wih JANE WYATT 


Directed by DAVID MILLER 
written by F. HUGH HERBERT 
Director of Photography: LEE GARMES, A. S. C. 
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Heat Wilts London's Bank Upbeat: 
Hope’s ‘Fancy Pants’ Socko $10,000, 
Trio’ Big 116, Rocketship’ Wow 86 


+ 





London, Aug. 8. 

Impetus to the boxoffice from 
the extended Bank Holiday week- | 
end was to some extent tempered | 
by the sudden heatwave, which 
gave London its hottest spell since 
early June. 

There were only three pew West- 
End bills. Bob Hope’s “Fancy 
Pants” at the Plaza, with a hefty 
$5,500 in first four days, shapes 
biggest U. S. pic to play this house. 
British-made “Trio” looks a first 
week at powerful $11,800 in the 
Leicester Square. “Rocketship 
X-M” is big $8,000 in first London 
Pavilion week. 

Most holdovers continue steady. 
“Annie” is holding firmly at the 
Empire with nice $18,800 in its 
fifth week. “Odette” took a fine 
$5,300 in its third Carlton week 
while “Treasure Island” shapes 
solid in second New Gallery stanza. 
“Wooden Horse,’ which opened 
day-date at Ritz and Rialto, start- 
ed off to standout business at these 
small-seaters. 

All estimates are net, and don’t 
include admission tax. Admission 
prices listed are inclusive of tax. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)— 


“Odette” (BL) (3d wk). Finished 
at good $5,300, following seven 
weeks at the Plaza. “Sunset 


Boulevard” (Par) opens Aug. 17. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 50-$1.60)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) and stage- 
show. Fifth week was big $18,800. 
Continuing for at least two weeks 
more with “Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) 
following. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
—‘‘Waterfront” (GFD) (2d wk). 
Poor $5,000. Stays a third round, 


with “Rogues Sherwood Forest” 
(Col), opening Aug. 17. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 45-$1.60) — “Trio” (GFD). 


Excellent first week expected at 
$11,000 or over. Stays on indef. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 45- 
$1.60)—“‘Rocketship X-M” (Exclu- 
sive) and “Baron of Arizona” (Ex- 
clusive). Surprisingly sock $8,000 
looms. Holds. 

New Gallery (CMA) (1,376; 45- 
$1.60)—“‘Treasure Island” (RKO) 
(2d wk). British-made Disney still 
nice at $5,000 in second week here, 
after five weeks at Leicester 
Square. Continues indef. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 


(2,200; 45-$1.60) — ‘Panic in 
Streets” (20th). Second stanza is | 
very good $9,200. Stays third 


week, with “White Tower” (RKO) 
due Aug. 17. 
Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) {2,- 


200; 45-$1.60)—‘“In Foreign Le- 
gion” (GFD) and “Shakedown” 
{UI) (3d wk). Dropped to mod- 


erate $5,500. ‘The Gunfighter” 
(20th) starts Aug. 10. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 45-$1.60)— 
“Fancy Pants” (Par). New Bob 
Hope starrer did powerful $5,500 
in first four days, and opening 


week may top great $10,000. Holds. | 


Rialto (LFP) 
“Wooden Horse” (BL). Sturdy 
$5.600, and continuing standout. 

Ritz ‘M-G) (432; 45-$1.60)— 
“Wooden Horse” (BL). First week’s 
$5,000 is near house record. Con- 
tinuing at capacity. —~ 

Warners (WB) (1,735; 45-$1.60) 
—‘Damned Don’t Cry” (WB) (2d 
wk). Down to poor $5,600. “Colt 
.45” (WB) and “Night Unto Night” 
(WB) open Aug. 11. * 


FERNANDEL TO STAR © 
IN NEW GUITRY PLA 


Paris, Aug. 15. 





+ 


(660; 45-$1.60)— | 


Par to Release ‘Trio’ In 
North & South America 


“Trio,” the J. Arthur Rank-Syd- 


! 
' 


20th Sets Ugast 


Edward Ugast, 20th-Fox’s man- 
ager in Cuba, has been tapped by 
the company to take over the post 
of Far Eastern supervisor. Ugast, 
currently in New York for the past 
few weeks, returns to Havana to 
wind up his chores before shoving 
off for Singapore, his new h.q. 

In his new spot, film exec will 
supervise 20th’s. operations in 
India, Pakistan, Burma, Ceylon, 
Siam, Singapore, Indonesia, Philp- 
pines, Hong Kong, French Indo- 
China, China and Japan. 

Ugast has been with 20th for 
the past four years. Prior to that 





ney Box-Gainsborough production 
'of three short stories in one film, 
which preemed about two weeks 
ago at the Odeon in London, will 
be released in the U. S. and Can- 
ada as well as Central and South 
America by Paramount. London 
crix rated it on a par with “Quar- 
tet,” also a series of Somerset 
Maugham short stories, for class 
| theatres. 


| “Trio” was a co-production ven- 


'ture for Rank and Par in England. | dents scarcer than capitalists 
| Czechoslovakia, news of the recent 





he served with Paramount and 
United Artists. 


Karlsbad Film Festival 
Only a Platform For 
Lauding Soviet Genius 


Vienna, Aug. 8. 
With Western press correspon- 
in 





Karlsbad Film Festival filters out, 
mostly via dispatches to local com- 
mie newspapers. Naturally these 





Dip In Mex Dates | 
For Yank Films 


Mexico City, Aug. 8. | 
U. S. film distributors In Mexico | 
are fearful of a big drop in play-/| 
dates for American product here. | 
|An upbeat in Mexican film produc- | 
\tion this year over the record 110) 
|pix in 1949, and a surplus of the- 
atres in relation to attendance ure 
|prime factors responsible for this 
| feeling. 
| Mexican film production this 
'year is expected to hit a new high | 
(of 130 new pictures. This figure | 
| is 60 more than the maximum out- 
| put intended by the industry in the 
;current year. Industry people orig- 
‘inally felt that by keeping produc- 
tion down to 70 emphasis could be | 
put on quality rather than quan- 
‘tity. This outlook stemmed from 
the not-to-healthy business done by 
the industry with last year’s record 
.turnout. Up to July 31 of this year, 
/70 pix were released, with 60 more | 
expected before the end of 1950. 
| The 117 theatres operating here | 
are proving too much for a poten- | 
| tial public of only 300,000 in a near 
'3,000,000 population. Exhibs are 
| beefing about all the gravy of their 
best day, Sunday, being copped by 
| only two of the 20 first-run houses, 
|of which 12 are frontline. These) 
i two theatres are the new 4,500-seat 








j 
j 


‘Cine Roble and the 14-year-vld | 


1{3,500-seat Cine Alameda. Trend 


|currently is for patrons to attend | 


|only a few houses. About six the- 
'atres are profiting from this setup 
'while the others are suffering. 


It is not expected that there will 
be a dip in the playing of American 
films in Mexico City because of the 
sophisticated and cosmopolitan 
itastes of local theatregoers. 
| the general feeling is that in the 
|provinces U. S. product practically 
will be reduced to filler status, 
| with domestic fare landing at least 
two-thirds of the playing time. 





‘Olivier’s ‘Carvallo’ In 
| Strong London Preem 


London, Aug. 15. 

Laurence Olivier presented 
“Captain Carvallo,” a comedy by 
Denis Cannan, as the second pro- 
| duction of his management policy 
at St. James’ on Aug. 9. Show 
opened to an enthusiastic recep- 
tion after some weeks on a provin- 
cial tour, with individual hits reg- 
istered by Diana Wynyard, Peter 
| Finch, Richard Goolden, James 
| Donald as partisan and opposing 
factors in a country under dis- 
| puted occupation. 

Amusing dialog and general all 


| 
! 
{ 


Sacha Guitry is putting finishing | Tound excellence of acting and di- 
touches on his new play “Mad- rection give promise of a success- 


ness.” Contrary to his usual cus- 
tom, he will not act himself, let- 
ting Fernandel do terpsing honors. 

Before ‘‘Madness” he first will 
produce at the Gymnase a new 
version of his 35-year-old play, 
“Deburea't.” 





Levy to Col International 
William M. Levy, formerly an 


administrative exec with the Mo- | 
tion Picture Export Assn., moved | 
to Columbia Pictures International | 


Monday (14) as member of con- 
tinental sales staff. 

With the MPEA for the last vear, 
Levy was assistant to Irving Maas. 


In this he will ap-' 
pear with his wife, Lana Marconi. | 


| ful season. 
| 


| 
| 





Special Israel Newsreel 


Tel Aviv, Aug. 8. 

| Alexander Sarment, chief editor 
of the Gaumont newsreel of Paris, 
who arrived here about a month 
| ago, advised that a new venture of 
/combining world news with local 





‘news items in one reel with the | 


Hebrew lanzuaze would start with- 
in a few weeks. 

It is understood that Gaumont 
would send its weekly edition to 
Israel, where it would be combined 
with local clips. A Hebrew sound 
track would be added and then re- 
' leased in Israel cinemas, 


| and 


But | 


any and all celluloid originating 
east of the Iron Curtain. Eye- 
opener in a recent article from 
Karlsbad was a rave piece about a 


Red Chinese pic called, “China's | 
Daughter,” which as far as known | 


has not been shown in the western 
countries. Writer did handsprings 
over this one, exhausting the adjec- 
tive box to describe the sheer 
wonder of Soviet China’s film art. 


| First it compared ‘unfavorably, of 
| course) Metro’s “Dragon Seed,” re- 
| cently shown in Vienna. 
| view 
| Chin Yu quotes him saying he owes 


An inter- 
with the pic’s director Lo 
it all to having followed Soviet 
films. Until the Red revolution in 
China, he said the “American 
monopoly” made it impossible for 
the. Chinese themselves to shoot 
anything more than documentaries 
shorts, Now that is all 
changed. 

Story also mentions formation of 
a World League of Film Workers. 


| Officers are all Russkis except “the 


American journalist David Platt.” 

Delayed reports indicated that 
the whole festival was turned into 
a mass anti-American demonstra- 
tion. While “The Heiress” was not 
even mentioned, Edward Dmytryk’s 
“Give Us This Day” was loudly 
cheered and declared as “real 


representation of the progressive | 


American motion picture indus- 


try. 


Ealing to Do Interiors 
On 20th-Fox Aussie Pic 


Sydney, Aug. 8. 
Incoming 20th-Fox production 
unit to do “The Australian Story” 
(first called “The Bushranger” and 





let the U. S. unit in prior to set- 
ting new pic, “Robbery Under 
Arms.” Studio is the most modern 
in Aussie. 

Incoming unit includes Robert 
Snody, associate producer; Mark 
Kirk, art director; Saul Wurtzell, 
assistant director; Charles Clark, 
;cameraman; Paul Wurzell,_ in 
charge of sets. 











Current London Shows | 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 15. 
“Ace of Clubs,” Cambvidge ‘6). 
“Beau Stratagem,” Lyric (68). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty’s (68). 
“Capt. Carvallo,” St. Jas. (1). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (10). 
“Castle in Air,” Savoy (36). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (15). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Whitehall (‘/). 
“Don’t Lose Y’r He’d,” Sav'le (2). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (42). 
“Folies Bergere,”’ Hipp. (45). 
“Golden City,” Adelphi (9), 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (81). 
“His Excellency,” Princess (12). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (14). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndh’'m (23). 
“Ice-Capades,” Empress (12). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (47). 
“Knights Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (22). 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (22). 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (4). 
“Oklahoma,” Stoll (167). 
“Ring Around Moon,” Gl'be (29). 
“Seagulls Serrento,’ Apollo (9). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (45). 
“Touch & Go,” Wales (13). 
“Traveller’s Joy,” Crit’rion (114). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (173). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
“Fallen Angels,” Ambass. (35). 


— 





See Declining Aussie Pound as Hypo 
-To U.S. Pix Production Down Under 


Sydney, Aug. 8. 

| One of the major reasons for 
_the sudden interest on the part of 
U. §S. -distribs to break into the 
Aussie production field is the con- 
tinued devaluation of the Aussie 





Hope’s ‘Pants* In Fancy 


Outlook On London Bow 
London, Aug. 15. 


“Fancy Pants,” new Bob Hope 
comedy, teed off here last week 
| at the Plaza with the biggest busi- 





pound, it is reported in the trade 
here. First to enter the local field 
is 20th-Fox with “The Australian 


stories have featured panegyrics for | 


Story.” Early September is the date 
set fer cameras to start grinding 
}on this pie. It is fairly much a 
matter of dollars and pounds. 


|mess ever done by an American 
| film at this house. Initial week | 
| looks to hit an all-time high. Show- 
|ing was made despite unfavorable 
| weather. Crix appraisal was high.| Curent position is that for every 

Paramount is bringing in “Sun-/| 1,000 pounds’ worth of dollars 














jample, if 20th-Fox spends 200,000 
Arg. Producers 

a nice. setup from an American fi- 
hiatus since March, 1949, when| Will watch the 20th-Fox experi- 
good pictures, the general average | One-third added valuation as the 


then “Kangaroo”) will do all in-| ; \ 
terior stuff at Ealing’s studio at| local filmite, is being kept busy) American military humor to make 
Pagewood. Ealing has just taken | Since he got back from working | cuc 
“Prelude” off the floor and will for Bolivar Films in Venezuela. He | 
is currently on two pictures simul- | 


|set Boulevard” this week, with | brought into the territory by U. S. 
| opening scheduled for Aug. 18 at; production units, the local value 
the Carlton. |is upped by one-third. For ex- 
|pounds on “Story,” the dollar 
valuation: would add. on another 
66,000 pounds. In other words, 
20th-Fox would —_ get 200,000 
pounds of film production for 
e e | around 134,000 pounds in Aussie 
SS kX at | coinage. Of course, this makes it 
‘| nancial viewpoint, since giving the 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 8. | U. S. company a $450,000 produc- 
With the renewal of U. S. film! tion for actual coin outlay of only 
imports to Argentina in the offing, ; about $300,000. 
local pix producers are beginning| While it can be readily under- 
| to realize they have wasted a great | Stood why other U. S. majors 
opportunity afforded by the long! Operating in the Down Under zone 
Yank films stopped coming in. In-| ment closely, no statements as yet 
stead of trying hard to improve the | have come from any of them on 
quality of product so as to com-/ Aussie production. Indications are 
pete better with American fare,| that overtures will be made to 
local studios went all out on| New York chiefs -by their local 
quantity production. Hence, with| reps for the greenlight on pro- 
the exception of less than 12 fairly | duction for early in °51, with that 
of this year’s product has been 
disappointing. The good biz done 
by native fare has been due mostly 
to lack of imports and the great 
hike in city populations. 
Despite this, the government 
seems determined to keep up the 


rate of local production, raw stock | 


being included among. essential 
goods authorized for import with- 
out use of exchange. 


The industry is excited over the 
coming of Mexican director “El 
Indio” Fernandez, inked by Luis 
Cesar Amadori for Argentina Sono 
Film. Fernandez is expected to di- 
rect Zully Moreno. “Dios se 
Pague” is the screen story which 
Amadori used for the first Argen- 


tine film teaming Moreno and 
Arturo de Cordova. 
Pepe Iglesias, whose picture 


“Avivato” has so far proved the 
top grosser of the year ($152,810 
for 25 weeks), just arrived from 
ja trip to Mexico and the U 
/when he was rushed to Sono 
_Film’s studios to start rolling “An 
| Assassin Wanted.” He is also under 
‘contract .to make “El Heroico 
| Senor Bonifacio” for AAA. 


Thorry Working on 2 Pix 
Juan Carlos Thorry, another 





taneously for Mapol, making “Con- 
| cierto de Baston” with Elisa Galve 
| as co-star, and another musical. 

fs Alberto Closas has been picked 
to 

| picture she is due to make in 
| Argentina for  Interamericana. 
| Pedro Lopez Lagar had been in- 
tended for this originally. Imperio 


| with Mexican director Antonio 
Momplet doing the megging. It is 
called “Cafe Concert.” 


OK U.S. Negro Actors 
For So. African ‘Country’ 


Johannesburg, Aug. 6. 

Immigration difficulties over en- 
try into South Africa of American 
Negro actors Canada Lee, Charles 
Mcrae and Sidnev Poitier, to take 
leading roles in Alm 
loved Country,” have been over- 
come after application to the Min- 
ister of the Interior. 

Certain conditions have been 
laid down, chiefly that the men are 
| brought to South Africa for the 








sole purpose of appearing in the: 


| film, and that they will take no 
part in politics during their stay. 
| The actors are due in here soon. 

Shooting on the film 
| Aug., immediately after the arrival 
| of producer Zoltan Korda and 
| Cameraman Robert Krasker, at the 
Village of Ixopo, where technicians 
| have spent some time building a 
| Zulu village. 


lo | 


co-star with Maria Felix in the! 


Argentina has inked a deal to make | 
a musical picture for Cosmos Film, | 


“Cry the Be-| 


started | 


major comeon. 
Nearness to L. A. a Factor 


Another argument favoring 

| Aussie production today is that 
| stars and production crews can be 
_flown to the territory from Los 
| Angeles in three days. 
Where Yank majors favor out- 
‘door yarns, like “Story,” it is 
| figured that Australia is ideal. Any 
‘major studio work could be done 
back in Hollywood, it’s pointed out 
here, fast transport now making 
| this possible and thereby clipping 
off time wastage and local studio 
| costs. 

General opinion is that if the 
20th-Fox production experiment 
succeeds (it is figured here that 
it will), other majors will be set- 
ting plans for a general Aussie 
production upbeat pronto. 


FRANCIS,’ DISNEY BIG 
HITS IN COPENHAGEN 


Copenhagen, Aug. 8. 
| Biggest film surprise here is 
“Francis” (U), doing terrific biz at 
| the big Palladium where now in 
, its ninth week. Few here’ expected 
a film dominated by _ typically 





h a hit—but the talking mule 
is the talk of the town curtently. 

That “Pinocchio” is a hit at 
| Paladsteatret is no surprise. Since 
the war years this film has laid 
here in Danish version and waited 
for the valuta situation to clear 
up. The tunes from the film were 
published here eight years ago and 
a radio version of the film has 
been broadcast three times over 
the state radio. But despite this 
Danish youngsters are taking their 
parents to see it. It is now in the 
lith week. 
| Other current clicks are the 
Swedish “Thirst”, (FCP), written 
and played by Birgit Tengroth, 
who reeently was married to the 
Danish trade minister Jens Otto 
Krag. Paramount’s “Connecticut 
Yankee” at Scala-Bio ran for a 
month. Danny Kaye’s “Song Is 
| Born” at Alexandra is in its 6th 
week. 





! 


Williams Eyes Magnani 
| For New Broadway Show 


} 


| Rome, Aug. 8, 
Playwright Tennessee Williams, 
spending the summer in Rome this 
year, has been conferring with 
Anna Magnani for a role in his 
next play intended for Broadway. 
Miss Magnani speaks some English, 
but feels that her knowledge of the 
language is not adequate at this 
time for the American stage. Last 
year, the actress made “Vulcano” 
with an English version, but that 
was different because she could 
dub in her lines at the studio. 
| %In the meantime, Williams is 
;eyeing Lea Padovani. 


} 
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MICKEY ROONEY (4, Lie tee 
PAT O’BRIEN in 
THE FIREBALL with Sue 
BEVERLY TYLER \ ee 
Glenn Corbett 5 
Produced by 

BERT FRIEDLOB 
Directed by 

TAY GARNETT 
Screenplay by 

Tay Garnett 

and Horace McCoy 
A Thor Production 
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Chis Oriental 
Landlord Sues 
Majors As Trust 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Anti-trust action against the ma- 
jors was filed last week in Chi 
federal district court, asking dam- 
ages totalling $3,000,000. Cop- 
plaint, an outgrowth of the year- 
old Essaness case, on which dam- 
ages in excess of $32,000,000 await 
judgment, was filed by the estate 
of the late Henry Thompson, Chi- 
cago restaurateur and property- 
ho!der. 

Action is believed to be the first 


cuffo distribution of a 942-minute 
short labelled “On Stage, Every- 
body,” in behalf of the Disabled 
American Veterans. Publicity com- 
mittee, headed by Stirling Silli- 
phant, 20th-Fox promotion man- 
| ager, is aiming for maximum book- 
_ings for the briefie. 

Pic draws heavily on Bob Hope, 
who acts as both emcee and nar- 
rator in the short. 


Lopert Seeks To 
Revive Rank Deal 


Paris, Aug. 15. 








Ilya Lopert, American distrib of | still couldn’t have much in the way | 


Big Push For Vets’ Short 


Film industry has taken on the, 
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UA Seeks Rank | 


Continued from page 5 jee 








product shortage. This one will be 
much more severe, however, than 
anything in the past, since there 
will be virtually nothing available 
for release when the present crop 
runs out. 


Company execs figure 11 pix are 
awaiting release, editing or in pro- 
duction. These will carry it to 
about next March. After that 
there’s nothing in immediate pros- 
pect, since no new pix have gone 
before the cameras recently and 
none is likely to until the current 
mystery surrounding UA’s° owner- 
ship and future is clarified. 

+ But even if all the company’s 
|problems were solved today and 
| it had all the coin it could use, it 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Producer Samuel Goldwyn, who in past months has been in the 
‘vanguard of the movement to answer criticism of Hollywood morals 
and culture, is using his disk jockey show over WNBC, N. Y., to demon- 
strate the contribution of motion pictures to the field of music. 

Goldwyn, who broadcast the first of his four programs of film musie 
/and commentary last week, declared on the program that “the Ameri- 
| can motion picture has contributed much to popularizing good music.” 
| He pointed out that original film scores have taken their individual 
| places in the field of music, aside from their roles as background music 
'to the films. 

Producer plays music from his own and other pix, giving the back- 
ground of the score and the making of the film. Programs are full of 
| talk about Hollywood and films, and Goldwyn uses each score as a 
| reminder that it was made in Hollywood for motion pictures. 











No change in the present ending of Paramount's “Sunset Boule- 
vard” is contempfated. Reports that a switch to a happier conclusion 
|was under consideration were based on experiments Par made some 
| months before the Gloria Swanson-starrer@was released, At that time, 
' producers Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder tried three different fi- 
nales before agreeing on the present one. 

Finis as it now stands has William Holden dead and Miss Swanson 





of its kind wherein a landlord is foreign-made pix, heads for London 
suing for anti-trust damages, asks 
recovery of rental during period 
dating from 1939 to 1947. Rental 
is alleged to have been lost due to 
conspiracy by Balaban & Katz cir- 
cuit and major distributors, who 


of product available in six months. | being carted off.to a booby hatch. That was not the original ending 
: ; .. .| By the time deals were closed with | and it necessitated a new opening from which the picture flashes 
ney SER Se Oe Seeley Se: PENeNS | producers and pix sent before the’ back. Introduction has caused some confusion and ¢riticism since it 
deal with J. Arthur Rank whereby | cameras, it would be well into next | shows Holden’s dead body, though his voice is used for a running com- 
| his company, Lopert Films, would year before they were ready. | mentary through the rest of the picture. Biz at the Radio City Music 
|take over U.S. reissue rights for| That’s a problem the new man-/ Hall, N. ¥., has been so good and the overall criticism of the pic so 
: /agement is cognizant of and one) excellent, Brackett and Wilder have no intention of tampering with 


presumably put the squeeze on 
the Oriental theatre by withhold- 
ing top pix. Landlord had rentals 


fixed to garner 50% of the net in- | 
take of the Loop Essaness house; | 


however, as a result of monopolis- 
tic practices of majors, the com- 
p'aint cities, quality pix were side- 
stepped from the Oriental and 
booked instead into B&K houses, 
resulting in a forced reduction of 
rental and an estimated loss over 
the disputed period amounting to 
$1,000,000. 


Plaintiffs’ attorney, William Si- | 


mon, asserts in the complaint that 
the Oriental was foreed to exhibit 
inferior films and only after qual- 
ity pics were exhibited by B & K 
Loop houses did they become ac- 
cessible to the indie house. By that 
time, complaint points out, it was 
neither profitable nor worthwhile 
to book them. Added violations 
number other divers acts in vio- 
lation of the anti-trust laws. Plain- 
tiffs allege the income of the Ori- 


| seven years on 20 of the Britisher’s 
| biggest grossers, Extensive nego- 
|tiations in the U.S. fell through 
{recently because of complications 
arising in clearing producer rights 
on one or two of the biggest films 
'in the lot. Pact may be made on 
| a revised basis. 


While in Paris for some time, 
| Lopert has not bought any French 


films. Few Gallic pix of solid b.o. 
quality are available, Lopert in- 
dicates. He attributes the scarcity 


to the fact that the French produc- | 


|tion field is “poorly “organized.” 
There are no ‘companies large 


enough to be cushioned against 


|uct is a scattering of Output from 
| indies. ; 

| Lopert will bring back with him 
| “‘Women Without Names,” an Ital- 
ian-lingo pic which he produced 


| and Geza Ratvanyi directed. 
|has been redubbing ‘the pic 
Paris for the past month. 
During his stay in England, 
Yank distrib will glim recent Brit- 


in 


| deliver, although there 
|much grumbling among others. All, 
as a matter of fact, can be pretty | 
'certain to have had lawyers going 
over the fine print in their con- | 
| tracts to see if there was an emer- 
There is none, most | 


He | 


| gency exit. 


|of the reasons that board chair- 


|man Paul V. McNutt is on the | 


|prowl for a $1,000,000 operating 
fund: With no new pix, company’s 
|income will fall way off and there 
| wil have to be plenty of coin in 
ithe bank until the pump is primed 
with product again. 


Adding to the troubles of the 
sure of getting all the 11 pix it’s 
counting on without a court battle. 
Harry Popkin and Joseph Justman, 
controlling two of the films, are 
lrefusing to deliver negatives until 
ithey get a clearer picture of the 


losses on b.o. weakies, hence prod-|¢ompany’s plans for its selling or- 
| ganization and its general future. 


| They are the only producers who 
have made an outright refusal to 
has been 


| McNutt group is that it is not even | 


their success. 





Satevepost this week begins a six-part profile on the Barrymore 
| family by Lionel Barrymore, as related to Cameron Shipp. Series will 
deal mainly with John, Ethel and Lionel. First piece tells how the 
| three appeared together for the first time in the 1932 Irving Thalberg 
| film production, “Rasputin and the Empress.” 
| In an introductory paragraph mentioning the theatrical background 
‘of the family, Barrymore says: “In the approximately 200 years past, 
the Barrymore-Drew clan has been accused of more nepotism than any 
other sibling performers, with the possible exception of tightwire acts 
and bareback riders.” | Series, incidentally, was written last summer 
in Barrymore’s car, which he parked in Shipp’s patio and in the front 
seat of which Shipp interviewed him. : 





Despite almost murderous reviews in every opening, United Artists’ 
“So Young, So Bad” is turning into something of a minor “sleeper.” 
Made by the Danziger Bros. in New York on a budget of about $500,000, 
pic is getting holdovers and racking up some surprising grosses in 
early dates. Paul Henreid-Catherine McLeod starrer was scorned by 
circuits originally, but this aveek was booked through. New England 
by Warner Bros. on basis of runs in Worcester, Springfield and New 
Haven, where UA was forced to play indie houses. It’s also now starte 
ing to get RKO and Loew’s dates. 

David E. (Skip) Weshner is insisting that theatres use special series 
of ads which have been devised after early playdates. Pic, about gals 
in prison, is of the exploitation type. 





; ish product with the possibility of | attorneys agree. 
ental at that time was the sole in- | P P y : 8 





come derived from the ownership. 


Thompson estate, which owns 
50° of the property, is suing un- 
der its portion, with a favorable 
decision entitling them to only 
half the $3,000,000 alleged dam- 
ages. Owners of the balance of the 
property have not as yet filed but 
are expected to do so. 

Majors and_ the affiliates 
named in the suit are RKO, Loew’s, 
Vitagraph, 20th-Fox, Paramount, 
Warner Bros. Pictures, WB The- 
atres and WB Circuit Management 
Corp. 





Ferrer Covering Lotsa 
Ground for ‘Cyrano’ 


Faced with only a_ limited 
amount of time in which to route 
Jose Ferrer around the country to 
puff Stanley Kramer’s “Cyrano de 
Bergerac,” Kramer ad-pub head 
George Glass worked out a plan 
whereby the actor will cover 
around 47 urban areas during a 
five-week swing through only 11 
major cities. Thesper, who stars 
in the recently completed film, 
starts a lecture tour in behalf of 
the pic in San Francisco Aug. 24. 

Ferrer’s junket was ge¢ographi- 
cally arranged so that ¢cinmunity 
leaders and press reps from some 
36 additional urban sectors could 
be invited for the talks. Necessity 
for such a scheme arose due to the 


fact that the actor must be in New , 


York by Sept. 30 to start rehears- 
als on “The Shrike,” a new play of 
which he will be star and producer. 
In visiting the 11 keys, he'll speak 
about “Cyrano de Bergerac and the 
World Today.” 


Par’s Flack Changes 


Paramount this week shoved 
through a series of changes in the 
company’s h.o. flackery. Milt Hoff- 
man, Par tub-thumper for the past 
eight years, has resigned. Hoffman 
returns to Minneapolis, his home- 
town, to set up an ad-pub agency. 
Robert Montgomery takes over 
editorship of Paramount News, 
house organ which Hoffman ran, in 
addition to his exhib relations 
duties. 


Fred Goldberg has been upped 
to supervision of promotional tie- 
ups under exploitation chief Sid 
Mesibov. John Tassos becomes 


syndicate contact in place of Gold- 
berg. 





pacting for the U.S. rights if any- | In any event, however, before 


| thing likely crops up. Among the 


|“*Black Narcissus,” 
|“Brief Encounter” 
| and Cleopatra.” 


“Henry V,” 


and 





N.Y. Judge Orders 
Acctg. in Yuille Suit 


Long pending suit between 
Charles L. Yuille and Film High- 
lights, Inc., drew to a close last 
week in N. Y. supreme court 
when Justice Henry Clay Green- 
berg ordered FH to submit to an 
accounting. Action involves a deal 
over 16m educational film. 

Yuille, who pressed the suit, 
claims that in 1946 he advanced 
FH $28,250 to enable the latter 
firm to buy some narrow-gauge 
| product from Universal ‘Pictures. 


| 


| He admits that FH later paid him 


| $36,755, but contends. his profit 
| should have been much more. 


Kodak’s $1.90 Share 


Eastman Kodak’s earnings for 








$26,162,882, or $1.90 per common 
share, a hike over the same period 





| 085, or $1.65 per share. 

| In the first quarter of 50 sales 
| were behind the comparable period 
of ’49, but second-quarter results 
_this year bettered the same period 
of last year. Six-month sales in 
50 were $181,665,329, against 
$179,876,082 for the first half of 
*49, 





NAMED AIDE TO STREGER 


Phyllis Blum has been named 
assistant to Paul Streger, Colum- 
bia’s eastern story editor. She 
started the new chore this week, 
following about a year during 





which Streger ran the department | 
It had been aban- | 


single-handed. 
doned by Columbia prior to Stre- 
ger’s coming. 

Miss Blum had previously been 


story ed for Enterprise and an 
assistant to Samuel Goldwyn and 


20th-Fox eastern story eds. 





U-I Names Bowes 
Dallas, Aug. 15. 
Julian Bowes has 


tive for Universal-International. A 


former film publicist, he more re- 
cently has been promotional direc- 


tor for the Starli 
| here, 


“Caesar | 


the first half of the year were j 


| last year when it earned $21,646,-| 


ervey : ithe producer revolt takes on seri- 
| pix involved in the Rank deal were | 


ous proportions, McNutt & Co. 
| hope to have some of their prob- 
lems solved. They say that within 
a few weeks they'll be able to 
make a franker statement’ on own- 
ership and the financial situation 
to reassure the producers. So far 
the filmmakers have received noth- 
|ing but requests for patience. 


Prime consideration on _ the 
agenda of the new group is to set 
up some sort of financing fund 
that would enable them to keep 
Stanley Kramer with the company. 
Kramer has been importuned by 
owner Mary Pickford to make no 
move until UA is able to unveil its 
best offer. He’s indicated nothing 
beyond the fact he’s willing to lis- 
ten—as he is to the numerous of- 
fers that have come his way. al 

The new management has some 
idea, if it succeeds in setting up 
the fund it seeks, of asking Kramer 
to supervise production of perhaps 
10 or 12 pix a year, which would 
be the backbone of the UA slate. 
It won’t be looking for much prod- 
uct beyond that. 














Trans-Lux Change 


Continued from page 5 


Mrs. Herman Robbins, wife of the 
National Screen topper, and others. 

They and the T-L parent each 
advenced half of the cost of the 
erection of the theatre, and they 
each maintained a 50% interest 
in the operation via the Washing- 
ton Trans-Lux Corp. Acquisition 
of control of the T-L parent by 
Brandt some years ago led to 
constant bickering between the 
two groups on policy and opera- 
tional details. 

Rather than continue battling. 
the syndicate elected to get out of 
the operation by having the Wash- 
ington Trans-Lux Corp. lease it 








Latest Shavian bon mot was recently elicited by United Artists’ 
London office, which attempted to get the playwright to author a piece 
on Charlie Chaplin for use in connection with the forthcoming British 
release of “City Lights.” On a personally handwritten postcard, Shaw 
replied: “I will not write an article on Chaplin. Good wine needs no 
bush.” UA researchers discovered that the latter phrase is a quotae 
tion from Shakespeare's “As You Like It,” which means “needs no ad- 
vertising.”” Ancient custem called for vintners to display a bush over 
their doors. 





Noel Meadow has completed the English titles for his 50th film, the 
French ‘‘Manon,” believed to be a record in the foreign motion pic- 
| tures field. Pic, which won First Grand Prize at the 1949 Venice Film 
| Festival, stars Cecile Aubry, whose first screen role was awarded with 
,a term contract by 20th-Fox. It has been adapted from the Abbe 
_Prevost novel, “Manon Lescaut,” but is presented in such modern 
| terms as World War II, the Paris black markets, and the British block- 
_ade of Palesfine. American preem is scheduled for the fall. 





Major company story editors whistled in some surprise this week 
at the price ag ae tor the new nine-part serial by A. J. Cronin 
'that started Collier’s last issue. Figure on the yarn, “To Love 
| Again,” was $200,000. That’s the highest tag on a story for several 
| years, except for Ernest Hemingway’s “Across the River and Into 
_the Trees,” which has found no takers at $250,000. Studios showed 
| Similar disinterest when they heard the fee on the Cronin property. 
Jacques Chambrun is the agent. 








Bob Hope is talking a new deal with Paramount calling for a slice 
of the profits on all his future starrers on that lot. Currently Hope 
| makes two pictures annually for Paramount and one for himself. This 
| year’s program consists of “Fancy Pants” and “The Lemon Drop Kid” 
| for the studio and “The Great Lover” for Bob Hope Enterprises. 





_Metro is talking a deal for a film biography of Billy Rose, covering 
his entire career as champion typist, tunesmith, playwright, nitery 
| proprietor, stage producer and aquacade impresario. Deal is still in 
/a nebulous state but Rose is reported going over material on his songs 


| and life story with studio representatives. 
| Continued from page 6 


| 
it enters into an agreement for its; ceiling has been set. MPEA al- 
10 member companies in effect ready is facing such a battle im the 
| pre-empts the market. | event it wins a current fight to get 

On the Legal Side the French government to let it 

On the legal side, MPEA may | divvy up permits. 

| Voluntarily agree to restrictions SIMPP’s stand is that the gov- 
abroad since it operates under the ernment involved should pass out 
| Webb-Pomerene act, which permits the permits on the merits of indi- 
export companies to band together | vidual pix. It does not feel they 








| SIMPP Fights Foreign Cuts 








; been ap- 
pointed southwestern representa- 


ght Operettas | 


out. The parent T-L corporation for action abroad that would be il- 
immediately offered $40,000 yearly /e8al in the U. S. under the anti- 
rent. That was topped by Lopert’s | !rust laws. 


figure was arrived at. | agreements among its 
Lopert outfit, in which City In-| Prexy. Ellis G. Arnall feels that 
vesting Co., N.Y.; New York real | even if it did, it couldn’t with or 
estate operator Robert Goelet.and| Without MPEA agreement make 
several members of the show biz|/COommitments effecting non-mem- 
law firm of Phillips, Nizer, Benja-| bers of both organizations. 
min & Krim have an interest, | Limitation of imports, whether 
already has three art houses in voluntary or imposed, also presents 
| Washington. Fiop of its own to both trade groups an internal 
| negotiations and the new deal organization problem on which Ar- 
| Monday came as something of a nall frowns. That’s the divvy of 
surprise to Lopert, ipermits among membess once a 





SIMPP, having no ex- | 
$50,000 offer, and the compromise Port company, can make no such | 
members, | 


should be granted in blocks to or- 
ganizations or companies, 


Some members of the indie or- 
ganization opine that MPEA is able 
to get foreign deals that in effect 
vind non-MPEA companies because 
it has men on the spot in many 
‘countries. As a result, SIMPP is 
_bruiting about the idea of hiring a 
| traveling rep to make similar deals 
for the indies and to keep before 
foreign governments the idea that 
although MPEA has 10 member 
;companies, it does not by any 
means represent the éntire U. S. 
industry. 
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LIGHTS UP! _..ON THE BEAM! 


i « e n ee 
for its special attractio —for “the-best-show- 


in-town”’ trademark 
to just about every 
screen in the land... 
in an all-out book- 
ing record of great 
Paramount features, 
news and shorts! 
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Waid-Krasna Four-Point Plan 


Continued from page § 
Hughes 








shoot nor overshoot.” 
3. Publicity will 
within the 


be handled | 


W-K will assign a_ special pub- 


framework of Perry! Warner Bros. to let Wald out of his 
Lieber’s RKO studio flackery, but} pact. 


| 





option by repaying the 
RKO chief the $100,000 he gave 





While W-K. began operations 


VARIETY | 
RKO Guaranteed | 
30 Pix Per Year 





Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
With a guarantee of 12 features | 
annually 


State theatre, 


LRB Refuses to Pass 
On Theatre-IA Row 


Washington, Aug. 15. 
National Labor Relations Board 
yesterday (14) declined to take 
jurisdiction in a row between the 
Terre Haute, and 


IATSE. Request for NLRB:to step 


3Point Campaign 
For 20th-Fox 


Twentieth-Fox is adopting a 
‘three-point campaign for its forth- 
|coming Branch Managers Testi. 





licity coordinator to each project } this week, first contractual year of 


to handle the film exclusively from | the agreement doesn’t expire until | 
inception through national release. | pec. 31, 1951. 


Wald also 
wouldn't make a picture unless it 
could come up with Satisfactory 
and convincing answers on the 
following 10 questions: 

“1. Do we avoid the 
an average film? 

“2. Can we build 
anticipation? 

Would there be audience re- 


making of 


up audience 
ra 

sistance? 
“4 What type of audience does 

the picture appeal to? 

“5. What basic emotions does it 

contain? 


Unit will make aj) 


declared the unit; maximum of 12 a year for the five | 
years and will share profits equally | 


with RKO. 

Aside from the 60° financing 
provided by the banks, RKO will 
put up 40° in studio facilities, 
talent and cash. RKO will also} 
provide completion bonds. 

















Ohio Critic’s Rap 


Continued from page 3 








York familiar with the inside on} 


from the Wald-Krasna jn ¢ame from the “Wilpert Amus. 
outfit, RKO now has a minimum | co, operator of the theatre. Wil- 
of 30 films a year accruing to it pert and three other theatres, one | 
from outside producers. Hefty in- jin st. Mathews, Ky., ace owned by 
dependent celluloid supply also|the William Rosenthal family of 
indicates the» policy of Howard | Indianapolis. 


monial from Sept. 3-Dec. 30 to re. 
flect the needs of the industry, ac. 
cording to sales chief Andy w, 
Smith, Jr. These needs, it was point. 
ed out in New York last week, are 
based upon<a poll of thousands of 
exhibitors who attended the com- 





| production 


Hughes to insute ia sufficient and| NLRB found: “The union has 
moved to dismiss the petition here- 
in on the ground that it would not | 
effectuate the policies of the act 
to assert jurisdiction in this case. | 
the employer’s opera- 
tions affect commerce within the 
meaning of the act, we find that 
the operations are essentially local 
in character and, further, that the 
employer is not an integral part of 
an interstate chain of the type 


steady flow of pictures into the 
company’s exchanges, 

Many of the indie pix will be 
made on the company’s own lot to 
assist in carrying the plant’s over- 
head and organization. Firm’s own 
;program, which di- 
minished somewhat under. the 


Hughes regime during the past} 
year, will reportedly remain at its 


| Although 


| v . 
t+over which we have asserted ju- 











pany’s showmanship conclaves last 
spring. 

Tri-point program includes: 1, 
More “A” pictures and more films 
of superior quality and broad ap- 
peal to the filmgoing public; 2. A 
more extensive public and trade 
merchandising program; 3. An ex- 
pansion of autonomy operations in 
branch offices in order that the 
company’s accelerated production 
program will be facilitated in 
reaching the nation’s theatres. 

With a view to the requirements 
of theatremen, prexy Spyros Skou- 
ras and production chief Darryl F, 
Zanuck planned a production boost 


a 





“6. How can we best sell the the Kremlin deal declared that | present pace, with Sam Bischoff | }icdiction.” The reference here | 
picture? |Marsh’s attack was made in or) supervising the output. was to the Balaban & Katz Princess 
“7. What personalities are in it? rance of the facts and that Wood’s It’s alse anticipated that the| theatre, Akron. 
“g Are these insurmountable! followup was a Capitalization on W-K slate will replace most of the | 
rodu ction sroblems? + P ma high-budgeters formerly made by | 
ee « it for personal publicity. Marsh} the. studio itself. Besides’ W-K, T d 
t} be og Ree 8 a asserted that in light of “what is| RKO currently has releasing com- B. 0. pgra e 
at no other as hé > f ; . r : yet 
lat nO oO 'going on all over the world —| ™itments with at least eight indie Contained trims Snue 3 


“10. Does the picture tell an in- 
teresting story touching on the 
lives of those who see it?” 

First story under the deal will 
probably be “Stars and Stripes,” 
yarn about United Service Organi- 
zations’ to be made with Govern- | 
ment cooperation. USO would’ 
dickered for the lead. Story is one 
of eight Wald-Krasna _ originals 
which they threw into the deal for, 
$1 each. 

Seven other of the first nine fea- 
tures involved are originals by 
W-K combo. These are “Size 12,” | 
referring to a model in the dress | 
designing industry; “Behave Your- 
self,” which angles the teenagers; 
“Easy Going,” with Danny Kaye 
considering the starring role; | 
“Country Club,” a commentary on! 
the social scene; “The Strong} 
Arm” a crime yarn; “Call Out the 
Marines” and “Mother Knows | 
Best” which combines the talents 
of Mae West and Jane Russell. 

Only pic not drawn from an! 
original script in the first group 
will be “The Harder They Fall” 
from Budd Schulberg’s book about 
prize-fighters. First film should go 
before the cameras in eight weeks. 
Duo expect to exercise options dur- 
ing the month on_six novels, four 
plays and five screen originals. 

While profit participation of writ- 
ers, directors and thespers will 
come out of the Wald-Krasna 50% 
share in a film’s net earnings, RKO 
topper Howard Hughes has assured 
them that RKO will occasionally 
chip in from its share. RKO studio 
chief is said to be in full accord 
with the plan. 

Sticky point that held up con- 
summation of the deal during eight 
weeks of negotiation was the de- 

gree of autonomy the unit would 
have, since RKO would be putting 
up coin and releasing the pix. Com- 


_enjoyed by. the common man, 


particularly in Korea and the| Producers. Samuel Goldwyn and | 
United Nations Security Council, | Walt Disney will contribute pres- 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. | tig boxoffice films at the rate of 
should revise ts plan for sending | about two annually. 
20 Hollywood pictures to Russia.” | _ Oe ae - seer pe engerehy 

; : " l'include Howar awks, who holds 
Film men were burned at the | a contract to make “The Big Sky” | 


implication in Marsh’s column and d a* el thedee dalivesa | 
Wood's wire that the proposed deal | an op moeee © ped a * Svirhalle | 
with. Moscow was being made by | + ee hake «* re hae i ceed 
the MPEA solely as a profit-mak- | of aimee while ae - ne to | 
ing venture and to the detriment lthe Id: L ” Collier Yo wie Film- | 
of the U. S. Actually, they pointed ricoes mh PAmund earner | 


out, if the Kremlin pushed hard |“ : . ; 
enough and promised to show the — three rey herd 
pix, it could get them for nothing ry Manger, recently complete 


or practically nothing. The idea, by Olympic Productions, will also 


they said, was not to make money, | 8° through RKO. 
but to get U. S. product shown 
behind the Iron Curtain. Every | 
pic on the list being made available | 
to the Russians is said to carry a) 
propaganda message for democracy | 
if, for no other reason, it only | 
showed the Soviets the American | POF 
standard of living and the freedom | 











ted for the first six months of 


Slight operating gain is shown by 
Deal about which Marsh squawk- | RKO for its seeond quarter of ‘50. 
ed was made by Erie Johnston,| Net is fixed at $311,119, including 
MPEA and Motion Picture Assn. | $100,113 on sale of capital assets. 
of America prexy, in Moscow in| Second semester of 49 came to $1,- 
October, 1948. It called for mini- | 169,557 but it included capital gains 
mum sale of 20 pix at $50,000 per | of $1,499,397, so that the company 
pic. Since then the Russians have | actually lost around $330,000 in its 
claimed a misinterpretation, say- | operations. 
ing they didn’t guarantee to take} Comparatively bad first quarter 
20, nor was the price $50,000. It-| 6. RKO has pulled down its over- 
ving Maas, MPEA v. p. and gen- ll net for the half year as against 
eral manager, has been to Moscow rs a  stvetch f ‘- I 
once, and Louis Kanturek, associ-| te § angers ss Bere ad $417. 
ation’s eastern European rep, 1950, the take is measured at : 
twice, and have offered to rene- 076 (including capital sales of 
: $300,770), compared with $2,207,- 


: ; - ti if it ( 
i just a un ae ae po 037 in ‘49 ‘including $1,500,485 in 
capital sales). 


order a group of pix. 
Soviet film and propaganda men Wait on B. O. 


have looked at some 60 pix which 
have been taken to Moscow by 
Kanturek and have scanned two 
lists of more than 200 titles. In 





addition they’ve had embassy reps 
'in various parts of the world report 


by the majors until they manage 
to revive gross revenues on both 
distribution and exhibition. Al- 
though fairly solid net gains have 


No big advance can be registered | 














Louis is good to smash even in the 
face of.a tram strike. 


Kansas City reports the boxof- | 


cent upturn. Providence is on the 
upgrade while Omaha is . mostly 
nice. Chicago also is doing excel- 
lent trade. No films in Louisville 
are doing less than okay. Minne- 
apolis reveals a much improved 


tone while Pittsburgh is perking 
strongly. Both Cincinnati and 


returns are being 
registered currently by Washing- 
ton and Philadelphia. L.A. has 
snapped out of the doldrums of re- 
cent stanzas while Buffalo, too, is 
|chipping in with sturdy to sock 
totals. Seattle, which has been 
| very slow in recent months, re- 
‘ports three big biz-getters this 
iframe. Indianapolis continues lag- 
gard while Boston also remains 
| spotty. 
‘Treasure Isle’ Tops 

Pacing the field this session is 
“Treasure Island” (RKO), which is 
edging out “Three Little Words” 
(M-G) for top honors on VARIETY’s 
| weekly list. “Words,” which was 
champ last week, is a strong sec- 
(ond. Third place goes to “Our 
| Very Own” (RKO), although just 
getting started in the keys. 

Fourth money is being taken by 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G), fifth 
last round and up among the win- 
ners for several weeks. “711 
Ocean Drive” (Col) is finishing 
fifth while “Panic in Streets” (20th) 
is sixth, “The Furies” (Par) 
will cop seventh spot, with “Des- 
tination Moon” (EL) a close eighth. 


“Flame and Arrow” (WB), “Kiss | 


Some fancy 











| Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB), “Annie. 


‘ : j 
fice continuing strong after a re-| 


shown up among the companies, |Get Gun” (M-G) and “Broken Ar- | 


earlier this year, out of which came 
a release slate of three major pic- 
tures monthly, start’1g in Septem- 
ber. At Skouras’ ‘suggestion, the 
firm appropriated a “huge sum”’ to 
help merchandise 11 top films 
which are to be released over a 
17-week period. 

That a biz upswing is already 
looming, Smith declared, is evi- 
denced by the fact that Labor Day 
week bookings for “The Black 
Rose” already include a total of 
|519 theatres in the U. S. and Can- 

Figure represents a new com- 


| 
} 


| ada. 
| pany record for day-and-date book- 
ings on a single 20th-Fox picture. 
Set for September distribution, 
aside from “Rose,” are “My Blue 


_ Denver reveal okay to smash tak-| Heaven” and “Panic in the Streets.” 
| Ings. 


Pix Profits Up | 


} 





Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Seymour Nebenzal bought “The 
'Marines’ First Spy,” authored by 
John L. Zimmerman, for indie pro- 
duction as United Artists release 
|... James A. FitzPatrick, the Trav- 
'eltalk producer, is starting a new 
|series dealing with the people, 
irather than the geography of the 
/countrigs he visits ... Paramount 
‘loaned John Lund to 20th-Fox -for 
one of the top spots in “Fire 
Devils.” . . . David Wayne shifts 
|from 20th-Fox to UI on loanout for 
| the Joe role in Bill Mauldin’s “Up 
| Front.” ... Warners handed a term 
‘pact to Lucille Norman, radio 
thrush, starting Nov. l. ... Zero 
Mostel joined “The Enforcer” cast 
at Warner's ... Arthur Lubin sold 
the screen rights to “Rhubarb”’ to 
Paramount and will move into that 
studio in October as director. 

Dewey Robinson is playing his 
500th film role in “At War With 
the Army,” co-starring Dean Mar- 
tin and Jerry Lewis. ..Howard E. 
Barnick, recently with Walt Disney, 
is the new assistant studio manager 














romise was finally reached with | |, every U. S. pic made. But they 
Hughes. Under the plan, W-K will | still insist they can’t find 20 suit- 
submit stories to be bought or de-| hie ones. They've tentatively 
veloped to Hughes and he will be | cettied on 11, including “Madame 
required to notify them within one! Curie” “The Yearling,” “The 
week of any objection. | Wizard Of Oz,” “Captain Kidd” 
If after discussion they do not! nq “Tarzan’s New York Adven- 
agree, they may ask for independ-| ture,” but say they don’t want 
ent arbitration of the point. Same | them shipped in until they’ve seen : |to be- 
formula will be applied to hiring | more. \curities & Exchanges Commission | Which is breaking the non-holiday 
of players to be billed above the MPEA execs are inclined to| illustrate the point. Par’s gross for | week record at the vast N. Y. Mu- 
title of any pic. think the whole deal is merely a the quarter ended June 30, accord- | sic Hall. It also shapes socko in 
In line with an agreement with 9. through which the Russ execs. ing to an SEC report just filed, is | Buffalo. “Louisa” (U) looms as 
the Bankers Trust Co., N. Y., which | B48 "inven a by seeing Amer-, $18,740,000. Estimate of the nine- another potentially great pic, with 
is administering the bank loan to) iean films ‘months last year comes to some close to $70,000 likely on first Chi- 
finance the pix, there is a ceiling | P | $64,000,000 pointing up the decline.| cago week. Such figure would 
of about $900,000 on each film. In On a ratio basis it is some $2,500,-| mean the greatest at the Chicago, 
the event the budget goes higher, /000 behind. where playing, of any film this 
summer and near the all-time mark 


notably in the instances of Colum- |row” (20th) round out the Golden 
bia and Universal, an overall im- | Dozen. 
provement must wait out a recov-| gion” (U) and “Stella” 
(ery ofethe b.o. pace. Upped nets | runner-up films. 
|have stemmed from economies in| Four great new entries were un- 
|the studios and in the sale of pix | veiled in the current session. 
rather than a business ig imap | far the most outstanding appears 
Latest reports filed with the Ses to be “Sunset Boulevard” (Par), 





(20th) are 








FC-EL 




















bank won't go _ beyond $550,000 | RKO’s statement with the SEC h 

(60° _of approximately $900,000), 7 | discloses a gross of $21,480,000 (in- there. 
50 RKO will have to increase its Samm Comtaued from page 4 ‘cluding its theatre chain) for the| “Summer Stock” (M-G) also/} 
second-money contribution. Thus) the FC cut is completely unsatis-' quarter which ended July 1, | looks a winner on the basis of two 
RKO will have specific budget ap- factory. ‘Against this figure, its SEC state-| dates in L.A. this week. ‘“Con- 


proval of any pie running beyond 
that sum. 

Mellon National Bank of Pitts- 
burgh, with which Hughes’ various 
manufacturing and other enter- 
prises regularly do business, is par- 
ticipating with Bankers in the loan. 
It is believed to be the first indie 
financing in which Mellon has en- 
tered. 

Terms of the deal were embodied 
in a 15-page memo of agreement 
signed after a continuous 24-hour 
negotiating session just as _ the 
eight-week negotiating period came 
to an end. If the parties hadn’t 
agreed then, Wald could have ob- 
tained his freedom from. the 


‘ment for the same semester of °49 | Victed” (Col), good in Frisco, is 
That in turn | $8™ash in Philly and trim in Cleve- 
land. “Pretty Baby” (WB), slow in 


| Bernhard has asked MacMillen 
for a new meeting, with the latter Showed $21,900,000. E 
‘consenting. MacMillen, however, W@S some $3,500,000 behind the 
has indicated that he will neither | Year before. 'B 
| change the FC cut on fees nor | Equivalent per-share earnings for | uff and fine in Cleve. 
, consider any granting of stock in- Par (based on $2,826,000 for the “In Lonely Place” (Col), fair in 
terest in ELC to Bernhard unless half year) amounts to $1.07 per Buffalo, is okay in Philly. “Kind 
the latter can bring in new financ- | share on 2,641,544 shares outstand-| Hearts and Coronets” (EL) is solid 
ing. ing on July 1, Since that date Par in Philly and strong in N. Y. 
To protect his company from a has acquired additional stock for | “Winchester '73” shapes sock in 
threatened suit by Kaufman, Mac- | retirement, thereby slicing the total | Providence. 
Millen has already ordered his °Utstanding to 2,615,648. It leaves! “Peggy” (U) looks nice in Wash- 
sales force to stop selling FC films. 4 "arrow margin if the company ington and great in Seattle. 
In all, there are only 10 of these Continues paying its regular $2 “Friend Irma Goes West” (Par) 
left since most producers removed Yearly dividend. still is big in second week at N. Y. 
‘their product from the Bernhard | RRO’s earnings are equivalent to Paramount. 
company and turned them directly lle per share compared to 57c per (Complete Poxoffice Reports 
over to ELC, jshare for the six months of ‘49, on Pages 12-13) 


“A. & C. in Foreign Le- | 


By 


A., is big in Louisville, hot in | 


|) at Eagle Lion... Andy Devine 
| Signed for one of the top roles 
in Metro’s “The Red Badge of 
| Courage.”...Bob Hope’s nephew 
| Hank, plays a hoodlum in “The 
| Lemon Drop Kid” at Paramount 
|...Dore Schary returned to his 
| desk at Metro after a siesta at 
| Coronado...“Apache Drums” is 
| the new title for “War Dance” 
j at UI...Jack Sher’s writer con- 
| tract renewed for a year by Para 

mount.. Sidney Picker will pro- 
| duce “Cuban Fireball,” starring 
| Estelita Rodriguez, at Republic. 


Ruth Roman is the first star as- 
signed to “I Posed As a Communist 
For the F, B. I.” at Warners . 
Carol Varga signed a term player 
contract at UI .. Frank Seltzr 
signed Edmond O’Brien to star in 
“ihe Gentleman and the Red- 
head,” which the actor co-authored 
with his brother Liam... Ron 
Ormond bought ‘‘Longhorn,” writ- 
ten by Marty Green, for indie pro- 
duction . . . Jesse Lasky, Jr., drew 
a writer contract at Columbia call- 
ing for $500 a week . . . Columbia 
assigned Fred M. Packard to pro- 
| duce two swashbucklers, “Lochin- 
'var” and “Bardelys the Magnifi- 
(cent... Piper Laurie played the 
femme lead in “The Prince Was 4 

Thiet” at UL. 

Robert Arthur will produce “The 
Story of Will Rogers” as the first 
picture under his new contract at 
Warners ... Slapsie Maxie Rosen- 
bloom signed to star in “The Ad 
ventures of Skip-a-long Rosen 
; bloom,” a travesty on oaters to be 
| produced by Wally Kline at Gel 


' eral Service Studios 
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Wednesday, August 16, 1950 








IF YOU WANT 
GOOD NEWS— 
PHONE YOUR 
M-G-M EXCHANGE! 


“THREE LITTLE WORDS” 
smash opening at Loew’s State, 
N. Y. and in its first 45 cities 
tops sensational “FATHER 
OF THE BRIDE,” “ADAM’S 
RIB,” “DUCHESS OF 
IDAHO” and is very close 
to that boxoffice darling 
“ANNIE GET YOUR GUN.” 





More Good News! 


“SUMMER STOCK”. 
(Technicolor) 
Judy Garland +» Gene Kelly 


“A LIFE OF HER OWN” 
Lana Turner * Ray Milland 


“TO PLEASE A LADY” 
Clark Gable» Barbara Stanwyck 


“KING SOLOMON’S MINES” 
(Technicolor) 
Deborah Kerr + Stewart Granger 





—And lots more! 





SOMETHING TO BE CHESTY ABOUT! 
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Clips from 


LOS ANGELES 


Monugram appointea W. A. 
Johnson acting manager. of its Des 
Moines exchange, taking over for 
George Taif who is on leave of 
absence because of illness. 


Mixup in a three-way first-run | 


deal caused the Manchester thea- 
tre, 1,600-seater, 
week closing notice on its em- 
ployees. House is operated by 
Southside theatres, headed by Roy 
Wolff. Wolff explained that the 
theatre has been operating as a 
first-run outlet playing day-and- 
date with the Paramount Holly- 
wood and Paramount Downtown 
theatres for three months without 
Paramount product. He said the 
house will resume operations when- 
ever first-run product with the two 
other Paramount theatres is avail- 
able. 


CHICAGO 


Alliance Theatres wound up their 
18-week drive, in which house man- 
agers compete for prizes totalling 
$5,000. 

Balaban and Katz circuit con- 
cluded its 13-week showmanship 
drive, with awards presented in a 
luncheon. at the Bismarck Hotel. 
Winners of a two-week, all-expense 
trip to the Coast were Milton Of- 
ficer, manager of the Central Park 
here: William Heasman, manager | 
of Plumb theatre, Streator, IIl., | 
and Milton Brown, manager Or-| 
pheum, Galesburg, Ill. 

S. J. Gregory, Alliance Theatre 
topper, returned from Richland, 
Wash., after supervising construc- 
tion of circuit’s new house there. | 

Economy drive by Paramount’s 
local exchange resulted in release 
of 16 clerks and minor employees. 


|consent decree. 


to serve a tWO-\tyrn to the sort of attire that us- 


Film Row | 


| 
FOO O 9666-64 5646446464444 446 


for his 900-seat Gopher, former 
Paramount circuit first-run “B” 
house, which the big chain re- 
linquished in compliance with the 
He now owns and 
operates. RKO already has ap- 
proved the demand. 

Harold Field, owner of a 30- 





‘theatre circuit, believes that a re-/| Té , : 
| diately swung into action to get 


ually made showmen conspicuous 


jin yesteryears is in order. He feels 
ithat showmen should stand out in 


their communities in every 
including appearance. Field 
sented each house manager 
a new conspicuous plaid coat. 
Along with the coats have gone 
directives from Field to use them 
as a pattern for their attire hence- 
forth. 


way, 
pre- 
with 


PITTSBURGH 


John Zomnir, Eagle Lion Clas- 
sics sales chief and manager of the | 
E-L exchange here before the} 
merger with Film Classics, is leav- 
ing for San Francisco to work un- | 
der James Hendel, who is super- 
vising head of six ELC branches on 
the West Coast. Hendel was Zom- 
nir’s immediate predecesser at old 
E-L Pittsburgh exchange. With 


| transfer of Stuart Jacobson to Cin- 


cinnati office, new ELC salesman 
here is Joel Golden from Cleve- 
land, who was a local booker for | 
Paramount 10 years ago. 

Kalmen Erdeky, manager of 
Strand in Greensburg, transferred 
by Warners to the Ritz in Clarks- | 
burg, W.Va., where he succeeds | 
the late O. Alton Rea, who died a 
few weeks agé. 

Bill Brooker, Par exploitation 
man in the Pittsburgh-Philadelphia | 
area, resigned and is being re- 


|placed by Mike Weiss, formerly 


| with 20th-Fox. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Current North Central Allied 
bulletin upbraids Universal for 
demanding top percentage for “Ma 
and Pa Kettle Go to Town” and 
“Francis.” It also accuses the 
company of forcing pictures in 
violation of the consent decree. 

President Bennie Berger 


distributor heads are to blame “for 

‘the present poor business that the- 
atres are suffering because they 
don’t give exhibitors an incertive 
for exploiting pictures.” 

In economy move, Paramount 
branch discharged 11 office staff 
members. With 33 employees still 
left, however, it still will have one 
- largest staffs of any exchange 

ere, 

El Lago, independent neighbor- 
hood house, joining ranks of those 
demanding earlier availability. It 
wants 42 days instead of 48. 

Charlie Rubenstein, circuit own- 
er. won Northwest Variety Club 
golf tournament for third sucees- 
sive year and retains permanent 
possession of club trophy. 

Bennie Berger demanded the 
right to bid on first-run product. 


= 








4 ENGINE DOUGLAS DC-4S 


Direct from LaGuardia and Newark 


Round 
Trip Special 


1 STOP 
each 


CALIFORNIA $80 <<, 


Fly Now—Pay Later 1 WAY $88 
Miami $35 non-stop Chicago $24 


a4 2m 


RAH AMERICAN 


AIRLINES 
503 BRyant 9-649 2 00 


UL 5-3888 Hotel St. Georee 


Free Ticket Delivery irreguiar Flights 


4TRAVEL AGENTS RECOGNIZED 


| 


‘and Guthrie theatres in Grove City, | 


of | 
North Central Allied charges that | 


J. G. Carruthers, owner of Lee 


named James G. Bell to manage 


| them. Until recently, Bell piloted 


the Penn and Victor in New 


Castle, Pa. 


| Red Cross. 


BALTIMORE 


First subsequent-run nabes here 
have started upping their scales 
this week, the Durkee chain lead- 
ing the way with a lift of a nickel 
for all 30c and 35c houses. Rome 
|and Schwaber houses following suit 
'in selected locations and move is 
expected to become general all over 
'town. No excessive beefing indi- 
cated. Downtown deluxers’§ are 
| standing pat on 60e and 65c tops. | 
| Latest addition to growing list! 
|of nabe deluxers, the Northwood, | 
}opened in elaborately built shop-| 
ping center in fast-growing North- 


behind downtown openings. 


estate holdings hére, is operating. 


ST. LOUIS | 


Bill Slater, Universal exploiteer, | 


of Spring Byington here for local 
preem of “Louisa.” 
Sheriff Lowal Ragan of Heega, 
Ill., purchased the Heega, 300- 
seater in Heega from Barney Dia- 
mond. 
Frank X. Reller owner of the! 
American, Wentzville, Mo., and 
Harry Miller, owner of two houses 
| in Festus, Mo., are among 90 Miss- | 
| ourians who sailed for Holy Year 
pilgrimage to Rome. 
The Sun, 1,500-seater 
town St. Louis, recently opened to 
cater to Negro trade 
indefinite period. 





PHILADELPHIA 


Crew of 70 technicians headed 
by Director Mark Robson is in 
town to begin shooting Universal- 
International’s “Lights Out,” much 
of which will be filmed in nearby 
Phoenixville, 
'Pa. Closing sequences 





will be 
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Paim Beach County—East Coast of 
Florida. Rentais—season or yearly. 
On the ocean and take front, city, 
town and country. Hotel, homes and 


it 
COAST LINE REALTY 
Aan Barrett, Realtor 
Boynton Beach, Fioride 
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|shot in Philadelphia. 
inedy and Peggy Dow head the 
least contirgent here. 

Lou Davidoff, for many years a 
Stanley Warner exec, took over as 
| Seneral manager of the A. M. Ellis 
;chain, Aug. 14. 


DALLAS 


The Hartex at Harper purchased | 
, by Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Gamel. | 
| House would be open four nights 
| weekly. 


Arthur Ken- 


and Valley Forge, | 


| members, since he combines 


| menace” 


rather 
wood suburban area. House seats | genera i 
over 1,000 and is playing 21 days| of manpower and labor relations 
Joe may be taken up by TOA alone or. 
Grant, identified with film and real | in conjunction with COMPO. Org 
|also feels that it should keep up 
| its Washington contacts for possi- 
| be theatre problems. 


cooking up cuffo publicity for visit | circularization 
should also send out speakers to) 
Those func-| 


| Robert J. O’Donnell, 


in mid-' 


, Shuttered for 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


} 
| 
' 


Arthur Mayer 
Eyes Applicants 
For COMPO Aid 


Arthur L. Mayer, vet filmite 


‘named by COMPO’s board of di- 


rectors as its exec veepee, imme- 


the all-industry org operating. 
Maver estimates that he needs a 
“substantial staff’ if al] the rec- 
ommendations made by the board 
are to be carried out. He is hud- 
dling with various applicants for 
the No. 2 exec spot in the group as 
well as with candidates for other 
jobs. 

Mayer considers his new post ‘‘as 
the biggest and most important job 
I have ever held.” He has had a 


| long line of industry and Govern- 


ment posts and is currently film 
consultant to the Emonomic Coop- 
eration ‘Administration. 
believes he will have to resign that 
job. He is taking the question up 


| with ECA officials. 
His appointment is regarded as 


a strong move by COMPO board 
per- 
sonal popularity with a thorough 
grounding in both industry and 
Governmental chores. His salary 
will be $25,000 plus expenses. 


For many years, Mayer operated 


the Rialto theatre, Broadway action 
house. During that period he wrote 
extensively in a humorous vein on 
the patronage and problems of that 
sort of operation. He 
quently dubbed the ‘merchant of 
because of the Rialto’s 
penchant for horror and mystery 


| pix. 


During World War II, Mayer 
served in a number of posts. He 
was assistant coordinator of the 
War Activities Committee. He 


also acted as film consultant to the | 
Additionally, he | 
held down the job of assistant to'! 
| Basil O’Connor, prez then of the 
In 1948-49 he trekked | 
| to Germany to act as chief of the) 
| motion 


Secretary of War. 


picture branch of the 


American Military Government. 


For many years Mayer was part- | 
| ner with Joseph Burstyn in a com- 


pany distributing foreign-lingo pix. 
That partnership broke up after 
his return from Germany. 


Mayer’s TOA Talk 


Continued from page ¢4 








terests of its members are affected | 


than those of the industry 
lly. In this regard, questions 


TOA-ers now feel that COMPO 
must get moving immediately by 
of literature. It 


grassroot meetings. 
tions should be carried out by 
COMPO rather than TOA, it is 
said. 

Sullivan planed to Dallas Mon- 
day (14) to line up final details on 
the TOA convention along with 
convention 
chairman. He is due back in New 


|, York tomorrow (Thurs.), 











Pix Tax 


Continued from page 3 


when the control bill is passed by 
the Senate. 

Attending the conclave 
MPAA prexy Eric Johnston, his 
administrative assistants Joyce 
O’Hara and Edward Cheyfitz; gen- 
eral counsel Sidney 
treasurer Fred Du Val, legislative 
rep Jack Bryson and veepee Fran- 
cis Harmon. They represented the 
organization's New York and Wash- 
ington offices. Delegates also 


| heard Johnston review the recently 


negotiated Anglo-American mone- 


; tary agreement. 





U.S. Calls Joe Goetz 


Cincinnatti, Aug. 15. 
Col. Joseph F. Goetz, manager 
of Mid-States Capitol and Shubert 
theatres, has been ordered to re- 


W. L. Anderson and R. W. Hen-| Port to Air Force headquarters in 
drick bought the interest held by | Washington Aug. 19 for tentporary 
R. G. Gunter in Star Dust Drive- | duty on a mobilization assignment. 


In which they operate at San/| 


He was chief of motion picture 


Angelo. Anderson and Hendrick in and entertainment section before 


turn have sold an interest to Lee 








| Williams in the ozoner, 


> 


returning to inactive status last 


| March, 


Mayer | 


was fre-! 


F 
| 


were | 


Schreiber, | 





| | Picture Grosses 





PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 12) 
Last week, “Broken Arrow’ (20th), 
fine $18,000 for third stanza. 
Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—"Furies” (Par) (2d wk). Still 
‘neat at $13,000. Last week, sturdy 


Karlion (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
'99)—“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d 
Fancy $7,000. Last week, 


| 
' 


wk). 
| $8,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-99)— 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB). 
Big $35,000 or near. Last week, 
“Admiral Was Lady” (UA), dim 
$13,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)\—“‘Duchess of Idaho” ‘(M-G) 
(3d wk). Nice $15,000. Last week, 
solid $20,000. 

Staniey (WB) 
{711 Ocean “Drive” (Col). Sock 
$23,000 or over. Last week, 
“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col), 
'$8,500 for second week. 

Stanton (WB) ~© (1,475; 
“Convicted” (Col). Smash 
000. Last week, 
riage” (Mono), $7,500. 
| ‘Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — | 
“Kind Hearts, Coronets” 
wk). Big $4,500. Last 
$5,500. 


K.C. Cool But Biz Hot; 
‘Duchess’ Stout $20,000, | 
‘Furies’ 13G, ‘Trail’ 106 


Kansas City, Aug. 15. 

Midland leads the town this 
week with “Duchess of Idaho,” | 
sock $20,000 and sure of holdover. | 
“Cariboo Trail” is slow at the three | 
Fox Midwest first-runs. “The | 
Furies” is giving the Paramount a) 
nice week, and may hold. “Treas- | 
ure Island” continues strong in its | 
second week at Missouri theatre. 
Cool summer weather still is a big | 
aid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (800; 45- 
65) — “Passionelle” (Indie) and) 
“Torment” (Indie). Average $3,500. 
Last week, “Port of New York’ | 
(EL) and “Kill or Be Killed” (EL) 
slim $2,000. 

Midland ‘(Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— | 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) and | 
| “State Penitentiary” (Col). Getting 

royal $20,000, and will go a sece-.| 
, ond. Last week, “Three Little | 
Words” (M-G) and “Beware of | 
Blondie” (Col) (2d wk), pleasing 
$12,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) = and' 
“Bunco Squad” (RKO) (2d_ wk). } 
' Fast $9,000. Last week, $14,000. | 
Paramount (United Par) (1.900; 
45-65)—"The Furies” (Par). Fine | 
$13,000 and will hold. Last week, | 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) (2d wk), | 
$6,500. 

Tower + Uptown - Fairway (Fox | 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) | 
— “Cariboo Trail” (20th) and) 
“Love That Brute” (20th). Slow! 
$10,000, and moves out after 6) 
days. Last week, “Cactus Creek” | 
(U) and “One Way Street” (U), 
same, 


(2,950; 50-99) 


week, 








WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 12) 
average. Last week, “Lawless” | 
(Par), fair $4,000. | 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,139: 44-80)— 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) ‘(2d wk). 
Socko $12,000 after torrid $20,000 
last week. Holds. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163: 44- 
,74)—“Congolaise” (EL) and ‘Ten- | 
sion” (M-G). Okay $6.000. Last | 
week, “G. I. Joe” (EL) (reissue), big | 
$7,500. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370: 44-74)-— | 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th). | 
|Sluggish $13,000. Last week, | 
\“Three Little Words’ (M-G) (2d 
| wk), fine $14,000. 

Playhouse (‘Lopert) (485; 50-85) 
—“Panic in Streets” (20th). Sock 
$9,000. Last week, “Henry V” (UA) 
' (reissue) (2d wk), good $5,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)—“‘711 
Ocean Drive” (Col). Firm $12,000. 
| Last week, “Flame and Arrow” 
(WB) (2d wk), steady $10,000. 
| Trans-Lux ‘(T-L) (656; 44-80)~— 
\“Kind Hearts” (EL) (5th-final wk). | 
, Okay $5,000 after $6,000 last week. | 


SEATTLE 


(Cantinued from page 13) 
‘from Texas” (U) and “Adam and 
| Evalyn” (U), $8,800. | 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 40-52-| 
| 97)—"“Peggy” (U) (2d run) plus Nel- 
lie Lutcher heading  stageshow. 
| Great $11,000. Last week, “Cariboo 
| Trail” (20th) (2d run) plus Flo 
| Ash and revue onstage, nice $8,500. 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
59-84)—"‘Broken Arrow” (20th) and + 
“Triple Trouble” (Par). Trim $12« 
000. Last week, “Stella” (20th) and 
“Destination Murder” (RKO), $7,- 


‘ 
j 





| 
| 





50-99)— | 
$16,- | 
“Modern Mar- | 


(EL) (4th | 


; tremendous UP chain 


} 


l —« 
| 


Local 230 Victor In 
N.Y. Publicists Election 


| In an election held in New York 
yesterday (Tuesday), to determine 
what union should represent RKO 
| publicists and artists, Local 230—~— 
, Sign & Pictorial Display Workers 
) AFL triumphed. Balloting gave Lo- 
| oat 230 26 votes while three em- 
ployees voted for no union at all, 

Election took place after the Na- 

_ tional Labor Relations Board per- 
_mitted the RKO group to bargain 
individually rather than partici- 

pate in industry-wide — sessions. 

Some time ago the RKO employees 

resigned from the old Screen Pub- 

licists Guild. Latter unit is now 

part of the Screen Employees 


Guild and was not listed on the 
ballot. 











UP TV Try 


Continued from page 4 


| the effect of the scale on atten- 
dance. These tests are being im- 
posed at the suggestion of the Big 
Ten, which is vitally interested in 
the potential of theatre TV. 

If the Big Ten test goes over, 
judged by its boxoffice attraction, 
will be in 
the field for other football tieups, 
with baseball looming as another 
lucrative possibility, Goldenson in- 
dicated. UP prexy who has always 
been upbeat on the tremendous 
potential of theatre TV, sees the 
likelihood of 1,000 theatres 
throughout the country latching on 
to the movement once its earning 
powers are. demonstrated. High 
cost of equipment presently is 
recognized by ‘Goldenson as a 
deterrent but he predicts that 
logjam will be broken by mass as- 
sembly methods. 


Other theatre TV proponents are 
hailing the UP deal as the final 
break needed to demonstrate the 


| new medium’s drawing power. Pre- 
| vious 


sports tests such as_ last 
year’s World Series never met the 
requirements because they were 
non-exclusive, it is pointed out. 
Big Ten has banned home tele- 
casting of the games. 

On this score, fact is cited that 
sponsorship of a Big Ten game 
brought in only $7,500 or there- 
abouts while theatre TV. presents 
the. football leaghe and others 
around the country with far 
greater revenue possibilities. Paid 
viewing in theatres, moreover, 
would not hit attendance with the 
same force as cuffo hearth-and- 
Slipper telecasts. 

Although it is creating a small 
Chi circuit for the gridiron show- 
ings, UP will go ahead with its 
plans for other installations, Gold-- 
enson said. Once Chi and Detroit 
houses are equipped, circuit in- 
tends supplying theatre TV to its 
Milwaukee showease. Circuit has 
not projected its plans further be- 
cause the supply of equipment is 
sti necessarily slow, 
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SUMMER ICE 
CARNIVAL 





RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 


“SUNSET BOULEVARD” 


William HOLDEN @ Gloria SWANSON 
Erich VON STROHEIM 
A Paramount Picture 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 


; 








AW HAL WALLIS Production 
ae BARBARA 

° STANWYCK 
WENDELL WALTER 
COREY HUSTON 


A Paramount Picture 
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Comparison of Product Output — | 


Studie 
E) ceenrre ke ee 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer ...... 
“RE FRAP Pee 
Universal-International ..... 
REO S$: Sc. “y Ve eee we eee 
pO Se See aS are 
DCS OA 5 5 Gad Bd S50 00d 0 ee 
SrennneE: |. seats bb boo 0 0.0% 
WENO 8 oS hb OFS 6 bb RS os 
TROON GENE 6051 oS Vie ise ae 
SP eT aay eee ts ee 
a ee ere 
RiMIGOG -:AARCIBUR bic cede wesics 
Total 


Jan. 1-July 31 Jan. 1-July 31 


1950 1949 
coe cceeee 34 26 
tee r eed 25 22 
‘+O ¢e ate 22 28 
oe biskea's oi 22 17 
erry s ro 21 13 
ibe oh FTON 20 20 
DoW e eee ad 19 14 
eee ey 13 13 
Pewee ar di 13 12 
: darken alan 10 1 
vroerc 9 8 
ehiea eres 8 5 
Wee ere 6 12 
222 191 


























| Production Rush 
| os 


Centinued from page 5 





ef weeks, with 13 pictures lensing 
simultaneously. Twentieth-Fox is 
making plans for the start of nine 


films during the month of Septem- | 
ber, and other studios are follow- | 


ing suit. 


Number of pictures before the 
cameras at present time totals 36. 
As in backlog, top-grade product 
continues to dominate. Leading 
the field is Metro, with eight films, 
all top-flighters, now in lensing 
stage. Studio’s most ambitious 
effort, “Quo Vadis,” continues in 
Rome, with the Lana Turner-Ezio 
Pinza comedy, “Mr. Imperium”; a 
Clark Gable starrer, “Across the 
Wide Missouri,” and Technicolor 
musicals with casts headed by Fred 
Astaire and Gene Kelly following 
close behind. Also going strong 
is the Culver lot’s “It’s a Great 
Country,” with all-star cast. 


Other top-graders around town | 


shape up to be Paramount’s “The 
Lemon Drop Kid” (Bob Hope) and 


Age in the Bole (Kick Douglas): j three-color process developed by 


Cinecolor. Col is shooting secretly | 
on “‘When Redskins Rode,’ Sam | 
Katzman production starring Jon) 
Hall. Mary Castle, with Lew Land-| 


Peck); and Edward Small’s “Valen- | &TS_ directing. 


20th-Fox’s “Bird of Paradise’ 
(Jeff Chandler); Columbia’s “The 
Hero” (John Derek); Warner’s “The 


West Point Story” (James Cagney) | 


and “Only the Valiant” (Gregory 


tino” (Tony Dexter-Eleanor Par- 
ker). 


| Selznick-Korda 7 




















| Cleve. Disk Jock Try By 


. 
ek, cccamaee tc: 


Loew's Set Permanently 


Cleveland, Aug. 15. 
Disk jockeys have come to stay 
in the Loew’s State lobby Tuesday 
night dance party. 
The experiment, started a month 
ago by Frank Murphy, Loew’s di- 
visional manager, has “been very 


, successful and has caught on with 


a decided boost in boxoffice re- 
ceipts on Tuesday night.” Murphy 


declared that the theatre now rec- | 


ognizes “200 to 300 repeat faces 
every Tuesday night.” 

-The disk jockey venture has 
brought shellac-twirlers from five 
different stations into the lobby 
for the two-hour dance stanza. At 
times the diskers bring on live 
talent. 





Col Uses Cinecolor 


Variation on ‘Redskins’ | 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Columbia becomes the first stu- 
dio to use Supercinecolor, new 


Film is first on five-piece pact 


| inked between Columbia and Cine- 
| color for use of the process. 


Second film to use process will 
be Columbia’s “Texas Ranger 


| Story,” Edward Small production 
| Which Bernard Small will produce. 


Cycles Kill B. 0. 


tion in seheduling releases to avoid | 
this over-supply of similar product. | 
| It becomes very difficult for a buy- | 
| er and booker to do justice to his 
| houses or to the pictures when he’s 
forced into the position of dating 
the same type product week after 
week. Everyone does a lot better | 
| when we can hit a change of pace.” 


While a number of exhib execs 

| queried by Variety last week dated 
| the upturn in biz this summer to 
| coincide with the outbreak of war 
|in Korea, Brooks feels that better 
pix has been the real answer. He 
feels that the plethora of hoss 
oprys was killing off trade and that 
the b.o. surge coincided with the 
| end of that cycle and the apvear- 
ance of a number of good pix of 
other types. 

Brooks cited as proof of his the- 
ory the fact that Fabian drive-in 
biz lagged the regular houses in 
showing improvement by just 
about the time it took for top pix 
| to get from standard first-runs into 
the ozoner cireuit. The regular 
houses picked up first, Brooks ex- 
plained, and the outdoorers came 
trailing after. 

Fabian exec’s plaint is.an echo 
of similar exhib squawks that have 
been heard almost since the start 
of the industry. They’ve never had‘ 
any effect, since it has been ha- 
bitual for studios to hop on a band- 
wagon as soon as one type of pic 
or another shows up with extraord- 
inary grosses. 

An attempt to break the cycle 
phenomenon was initiated several 
years ago by Joseph Breen, admin- | 
| istrator of the Motion Picture Assn. | 
'of America’s production § code. 
Since all stories and scripts must 
be cleared by his office, he always | 
| has a very good picture of what’s 
| ahead. It was thus figured that he | 
could warn the studios when they 
were getting into a cycle and per- | 
haps head it off. 

Plan obviously hasn’t worked to | 
any degree. That’s not Breen’s'| 
| fault, but the lack of enthusiasm | 
for it by the studios, despite their | 
agreement to the scheme. None | 
of them has shown willingness to | 

shelve an idea that looks like it | 
could be profitable by putting the | 
| lot right on the crest of a popular- | 
ity wave for a particular kind of | 
| picture. 








Mary Pickford Urges UA Producers 


To Be Patient During Co.'s Reorg 











McNutt Coin Hunt 











Continued from page 5 


assurances that any first-class man 
would want for the job. As a re- 
sult they intend to run on in- 
definitely with Nat Nathanson, 
eastern division manager, and Fred 
Jack, western division manager, 
running their respective terri- 
tories. Any problems beyond them 
will go to McNamee. 

Completion of the audit will also 
open the way to negotiations for 
winding up the contract of former 
prexy Grad Sears. His attorney, 
Abe Bienstock, is said to have 
agreed to await the accountants’ 
findings before pressing for a solu- 


tion. Sears. has received no pay-| 


checks since the new managers 
took over. 

They count definitely on abro- 
gating completely the 18 months 
remaining of Sears’ contract dur- 


ing which he is obligated to ac-| 


tively perform. They claim that 


| his current illness makes that im- 


possible, so the pact is immediately 
voided by non-performance. 

Separate pact 
$35,000 yearly for 10 years after) 
the initial contract is completed | 
is bound to cause a battle, how- 
ever. McNutt group aims to settle | 
that at a bargain price, while Sears 
is certain to hold out for a full 


+ Mary Pickford flew from New 
York to the Coast Monday (14) to 
implore United Artists’ producers 
to go along with the company until 
it is able to get its currently up- 
set affairs in order. Her depart- 
ure followed a “policy meeting’ at 
the homeoffice by the company’s 
ruling foursome — Miss Pickford, 
board chairman Paul V. McNutt, 
prexy Frank L. McNamee and sec- 
retary Max Kravetz. 

Faced with revolt by a group of 
its indie producers headed by Carl 
Leserman, UA toppers maintain 
they need time -to get themselves 
set. Indies are burned because they 
fear the announced change in 
ownership of the company was not 
actually a sale, but merely a change 
|in management, and they have 
been unable to get any info cone 
cerning present and future plans. 

Harry M. Popkin and Joseph 
Justman are reportedly holding up 
delivery of two pix which they con- 
trol and which are now ready for 
release. Miss Pickford’s efforts 
will be to head off other producers 
from following suit. 

Popkin is said to be holding 
back “Ellen,” Robert Young-Betsy 





providing for | Drake starrer, which he produced. 


Justman is holding ‘The Scarf,” 
which was produced by Isidore 
Goldsmith with financing by Just- 
man, who runs the Motion Picture 
Centre studios. Popkin and Just- 
man were negotiating a deal to 


payoff or favorable terms it the| purchase control of UA when the 


| management wants to hand him | 


a lump sum. 


“ae 
Meantime, a compromise ar- 


|rangement has been reached on | 


the $250 weekly salary which Paul 
N. Lazarus, Sr., was receiving. 
Lazarus, after 30 years with the} 
company, became ill beyond | 
further working about a year ago, | 
but had continued to receive his 


MeNutt group took over. 


Holt’s ‘Warpath’ Roams 
Between EL and Par 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Nat Holt closed a complicated 
deal with Eagle Lion for filming of 
“Warpath.” Picture will be filmed 





: tion in Montana with equip- 
checks regularly under the old) ® loca . . 
management. New group cut them| ™ent borrowed from EL, after 


off, but has now agreed to assume | Which Holt will use the EL cutting 


part of the obligation. 

Lazarus is the father of Paul N. 
Lazarus, Jr., who resigned as of 
last Friday (11). He -had been exec 


| rooms, although the film is sched- 


'uled for Paramount release. 
Cast will be topped by Edmond 
O’Brien, Dean Jagger, Forrest 


aide to the president and func-| Tucker and Harry Carey, Jr., with 


tioning as general salesmanager. 


| Byron Haskin directing. 





ae COntinued from page 3 
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for by the plot) and grabbed the 


Jennifer Jones-starring celluloid. 


The marshal returned the print 
to the padlocked custody of Bar- 
nett International Forwarders, the 
shipping agents, from whom Hel- 


prin was able to get it back after | 


guaranteeing indemnification if 
they later found themselves in the 
middle of the scrap. Which left 
the whole deal back at dead center. 


It’s a case of which side do you | 


listen to in determining the cause 
of the current set-to. Selznick of- 
fice claims that Judge Patterson's 
decision caHed fo? a number of si- 


multaneous actions which Korda. 
failed to carry through. These in-| 
eluded delivery of bill of sale on, 
rights to’ 
“Gone,” an assignment of copy- | 


western hemisphere 
right, and a waiver of claim by 
Michael Powell and Emeric Press- 
burger, who produced “Gone” for 
Korda, on the picture. 

Not Acceptable 


DOS maintains these were not 
delivered—or at least were not in 
acceptable form to his attorneys. 
Korda, on the other hand, claims 
that these are all technicalities 
which can be easily taken care of 
in due course and that Selznick’s 


attorney are “looking for commas_ 


out of place.” 


*‘“Gone” was made under Korda’s 


banner, with Selznick providing 
Miss Jones’ services. For this, 
plus giving. Korda English rights 
to “The Paradine Case,” Selznick 
was to get western hemisphere 
rights to “Gone.” 

Proceeds of distribution of 
“Paradine” were held in escrow 
in London and it is this approxi- 
mately £100,000 that Selznick re- 
fuses to release to Korda. Korda 
is now threatening to sue for this 
in England and is also asking U. S. 
Judge Samuel Kaufman in New 


York for an order releasing the 


funds. 

Meantime, Selznick wants the 
“Gone” print for previewing so he 
can plan reshooting with Miss 
Jones in London in the fall. It 
is reported also that he may want 
to make a deal with a U. S. major 
for distribution here, rather than 
handling it via his Selznick Re- 


leasing Organization, which has | 


been partially disbanded. 














ances. 


Beginning 
in the 


August 19th 


“We Barrymores!” 


A Post Exclusive—America’s first family of the theatre 


by LIONEL BARRYMORE 


as told to Cameron Shipp 


Here for the first time is the whole Barrymore story .. . told 
by a Barrymore himself! You'll follow this fabulous family 
on stage and off—their feuds, their escapades, their 
witticisms, their incomparable stage and screen perform- 
And you'll enjoy the trunkful of memories and 
anecdotes about such theatrical greats as Mary Pickford, 
D. W. Griffith, the Gish sisters, Helen Hayes, the Shuberts and 
best of all—the Barrymores themselves! 
your copy of the Post and start it today! 





Get 


Don't miss it. 
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AFRA ‘BREAD AND BUTTER’ CONVENTION 
SETS WEB-AGENCY BARGAINING STRATEGY 





By FARRELL DAVISSON 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Economics and ideology shared 
billing at the generally calm, well- 
controlled annual convention of the 
Amerfean Federation of Radio 
Artists which ended here Sunday 
(13). Some 150 delegates repre- 
senting 40 locals encompassing 30,- | 
000 members spent the four days | 5 
of the confab wrestling with the| arrested him will ask for a 
“bread and butter” issues involved| state warrent charging mali- 
in the upcoming national contracts| cious destruction of property. 
and putting the union squarely on _ Griggs told cops that slash- 
record against communism. | ing the seat covers was the only 

Because the union is reluctant way he could get revenge. Bus 
to expose its hand prior to enter- | operators said more than 20 
ing into negotiations with the net-| Seats had been slashed in re- 
works, transcription firms and cent weeks by vandals, and 
AFRA stations in New York, Chi-| Griggs had been under sur- 
cago, Los Angeles and San Fran- | veillance for some time. 
cisco, the delegates hammered out | 


One Way to Do It 


St. Louis, Aug. 15. 

Irked by Trans Radio com- 
mercials on buses of the St. 
Louis Public Service Co. and 
broadcast by KYOK-FM, John 
H. Griggs, an engineer for a 
local public utility, last week 
got revenge by slashing plastic 
seat covers in a bus. Cops who 











Luckman Switches From 
Suds to Structures In 
Pereira L.A. Partnership 


Same element of surprise that 
attended Charles Luckman’s exit 
as Lever Bros. prexy some months 
back, also characterized this week’s 
announcement that the ex-soap 
man is going back to his first love 
—architecture. While it represents 
a complete switch for Luckman, 





|few within the trade were aware 
that the $300,000-a-year Lever 
merchandiser earned his degree 


from the U. of Illinois in architec- 
ture and that he had been a reg- 


| istered architect since 1931. 


Luckman joins up on the Coast 
which William L. Pereira, architect 
and engineer, with the firm of W. 





It was apparent that AFRA ex-| 

pects strong resistance from broad- | § d V R d 
ytand Vs. Neds 

fees paid to announcers, singers 

and actors for web work. Speakers Chicago, Aug. 15. 

cautioned the negotiators to be on| 





9 
demands under rigidly eatoreed) ARR A's Stro 
secrecy regulations. 
to the national codes governing 
argu: | 


their wage and working condition 
casters and ad agencies who adhere | 

; rv ” issid mutteri were 
guard against ‘economy Some dissident mutterings we 


L. Pereira to be henceforth known 
as Pereira & Luckman. Head- 


quarters are in L. A. Both were | 


| classmates at Illinois. 

| Pereira is prominent for’ his 
| Hollywood show biz architectural 
' projects. He’s a member of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 


Intermediate Sanctions 
Washington, Aug. 15. 

In addition to “cease and 
desist’ powers and imposition 
of fines provided der the 
MeFarland bill to médify FCC 
procedures, Chairman Wayne - 
Coy last week proposed inter- 
mediate sanctions, short of rev- 
ocation, to keep TV and radio 
licensees in line with Commis- 
sion regulations. 

Testifying on one measure 
before the House Interstate 
Commerce Committee, Coy 
proposed that the Commission 
be authorized to suspend li- 
censes for a period not to ex- 
ceed 90 days. This sanction 
would be imposed at the op- 
| tion of the Commission, after 
| hearing, in any case subject to 
| revocation. 

Even where there have been 
sérious violations of regula- 
| tions, Coy told the committee, 
| the Commission is reluctant to 
apply the extreme penalty of 
revocation, which not only in- 
volves possibly heavy financial 
loss to the licensee, but elimi- 
nates him from the broadcast- 
ing field. 





| 











Cary Grant, Lloyd 
Cut Web Shows 


| Cary Grant and Harold Lloyd 


ments from the industry springing | heard at the annual AFRA Conven-| and Sciences; won the 1941 Hu-| have agreed to cut auditions on the 


from the changing AM picture be-| tion here as delegates entered the 


cause of television encroachments. | political field with the touchy Com- 
This possibility was pointed out | ie hie 

by A. Frank Reel, AFRA national | ™UNnISt Issue. 

executive secretary, in his report | 


manitarian Medal for the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund Hospital and 





Television Studios, ete. 





Coast for two new radio stan- 
| Zas. Lloyd will appear as Alex- 


Nurses Home; designed the Los| ander Botts, the tractor salesman, lose it after the original show. 


a | Angeles Music Center, the KTTV | in a “Dear Botts” series based on | 
There was no opposition to reso- | 


the Saturday Evening Post stories. 


Re-Broadcast OK 
Needed to Save 
‘Small Stations? 


Washington, Aug. 15. 

If Congress will rewrite the 
Communications Act to permit re- 
broadcasts of web entertainment 
shows—without permission of the 
loriginating network—it will per- 
{mit a lot of small radio stations 
|to come out of the red, the House 
Commerce Comimttee was told 
yesterday (14). 
{ Pitch for a change in the law 
came from Gordon P. Brown, 
owner of station WSAY in Roches- 
jter, N. Y. Brown contended that 
'many sponsors would be delighted 
to pay for re-broadcasting these 
i|big name shows over independent 
|stations, but lack the right to da 
iso. (Section 325-A of the Federal 
Communications Act states. that 
no program may be re-broadcast 
'without permission of the origi- 
|nating station.) 
Brown said the law should be 





changed to give the sponsors, 
rather than the networks, control 
over the shows after the original 
broadcasts. “I've had sponsors 
willing to re-broadcast on my sta- 
tion, but the nets refused me per- 
mission,” he said. ‘‘The law should 
|be changed so the sponsor can 
|have his program re-broadcast if 
|he wants to. He should retain the 
|property right to the show, not 


| “Very few network sustaining 
programs are better than what in- 


to the opening session Thursday | jutions putting AFRA on record as | 
(10), in which he said: “We must) strongly against Communism. But 
expect that they (the broadcasters) | the suggestions to ban or expel EDDIE NEWMAN INTO 
will talk about competition of tele-| Commies caused heated debate. 
vision, cutting rates and the mis-| Arguments against the expulsions 


Grant and his wife will do aj dividual stations can put on. The 
series based on the “Blandings|big MHooper-rated programs are 
| Dream House” story. Grant and|the sponsored programs. They 


| Don Sharp hold the rights to the |are bought and paid for by the 
| property. Both are slated for half- | sponsors.” 


eries of business.” centered chiefly on methods. Also, 

Newly elected AFRA prexy Knox} jt was argued that such proposals 
Manning, CBS Coast newscaster, | could be construed as tacit ad- 
echoed the same note. 
that because of the critical world | the organization. 
and domestic situation, negotia- | ‘ : : 
tions will not be easy. But we feel PR + amen song serie 
our wage and working condition S Opposition tO COMMUNISTS 


i sly adopted. One, 
codes as adopted at the convention ve eae : 
are fair and just.” | presented by the national board, 


:. | also proposed a regular series of 
‘ ers in | : 
ane ir aaa a PS so | broadcasts telling the facts of the 


in the) 
four major cities is expected to| 


| Communist problem. 
meet especially heavy resistance. | formers would waive their fees for 


As worked out by the convention, these shows. The other, from the 
the new code would boost base | {00r, outlined the union’s opposi- 
pay for staff gabbers to approxi- tion to all forms of totalitarianism. 


(Continued on page 35) The resolution demanding that 


MG Lion Roars 


ferred to the board which will 
Thru 26 More 


work out suitable proceedures for 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


expulsion by a_ constitutional 

Metro Radio Attractions has re- 
newed its entire series of seven 
transcribed pgograms for a third 





membership. 


anti-Communist measures was the 
Pittsburgh local. At its conven- 
tion session, the board approved 
an amendment to the Pittsburgh 
local’s constitution which requires 


(Continued on page 35) - 


hd } . : : . } 
We realize | mission that there are Commies in 


AFRA per- | 


EX-BARRY GRAY SPO 


Miami, Aug. 15. 
Newest midnight disk-jock gab- 
_ber to hit this area will be Eddie 
|Newman, former WOR (N. Y.), 
| Philadelphia and New Jersey spin- 
| ner. He'll take over the former 
| Barry Gray and Art Green stint on 

|top indie here, WMIE. \ 
Gray left at the end of last win- 
|ter season, for his New York setup 
'from Chandler’s via WMCA. He’s 
'due back, incidentally, around 
| Christmas time for a six-week re- 
turn stint from Copa City (station 
|has not been set and won’t be un- 
| til definite commitment is made for 
| Ris return). Art Green will concen- 
'trate on his daytime shows on 
| WMIE (one in the ayem and one in 


amendment to be approved by the |\late afternoon) plus a new teevee| Web denies the charges. 


|contract with WTVJ for an after- 


working any late shows. 

Newman, due to. start next 
/month, will work from the studio 
j}until the sales department can ar- 
range a hotel or cafe spot for him 
to broadcast frem. 





cycle of 26 weeks. Shows with 
MG stars and running from 15 to 
60 minutes are now airing on more 
than 200 stations. MCA is the sell- 
ing agent. 

Program, which will have passed 
through seven recordings at close 
of next cycle, comprises ‘Hardy 
Family,” “Doctor Kildare,” ‘Crime 








Threat to FCC From McFarland 


Coy In Boff Stand 


|\the agency’s regulatory functions. 
The FCC Chairman struck hard at 
| “parties of interest” who blame the 
'Commission’s staff because of dis- 
| Satisfaction with the agency’s de- 
| cisions. 

Asked by Rep. Lindley Beck- 
worth (D., Tex.)y a ranking mem- 
ber of the Committee, what he 
considered “the most disastrous” 
| provision of the bill, Coy replied 
that the major concern is that pro- 
vision which would isolate the 
Commission from its staff in decid- 
‘ing contested proceedings. Such 
/a change in the Commission pro- 





)cedure, he said, goes beyond the | 


| requirements of the Administrative 
| Procedures Act. 
Other provisions Coy thought 
; most objectionable include one that 
/would throw the burden of proof 
;on the Commission in deciding re- 
‘newal cases, another that bears on 
the Commission’s authority with re- 
\spect to licensing anti-trust viola- 
}tors, and a provision limiting the 
, Commission’s 





responsibility in| 








+ e 
Bill F ading: 
? 
Does Not Pay,’ Lionel Barrymore, 
from N. Y. to affect renewals and | Congress, it isn’t likely to be the 
Coye last week before the House 
Cues Citrus Acct. Switc ,;amended bil. carrying suggested 
ton & Bowles to J. Walter Thomp- | Which he read into the record an 
good chunk of the billings annually| Should the House Committee re- 
recent gubernatorial. election is ©4" set through the House. Even 
to JWT. out differences in the two meas-| passing on station transfer cases. 
mittee last week, Coy appeared to/a license is a lease-hold for three 
Brown on MBS, Saturdays at 7:55 


Washington, Aug. 15. 
“Good News,” “Hollywood USA.” 
make some changes in writing and McFarland bill (S-1973) in its pres- 
Interstate Commerce Committee, 
Switchover of the Florida Citrus changes by the Commission. 
son, as reported last week, ends a 'exhaustive analysis of the bill and 
goes into spot radio. port out an amended bill, it is still 
said to have paved the way for then, however, it’s questionable 
ures and get a compromise bill| Coy was asked whether radio li- 
Chamberlain’s MBS Buy 
have the Committee with him in| years and not a property right. He 
p.m., starting Sept. 16, | and his denunciation of influences | in a property right in the license by 





moe ites een tg If there’s to be any legislation 
ay Katz, production director for | a reot; : 
MGM radio attractions is here | * ecting the FCC this sesson of 
production. ent form. After strong opposition 
to the measure by Chairman Wayne 
Florida Political Setup /it appeared that the committee will 
|be inclined to accept a much 
Assn. billings, reported to approx-|. Coy appeared at two hearings 
imate $2,000,000 a year, from Ben- | before the Committee, during 
nearly 10-year association between | 2NSwered questions from the mem- 
B & B and the orange growers. A | bers. 
Change in. the Florida political | doubtful, im view of the lateness 
complexion on the heels of the | 0f the session, whether the measure 
yanking the account -out of the Whether there would be time for 
B & B house and turning it over House and Senate conferees to iron 
enone Congress. ae cense is considered a property right 
n his testimony ore the Com: | “b the trade.” No, C i 
Chamberlain’s lotion has bought , “ 0 Bn aig verte 
a five-minute news spot with Cecil 
his dissection of the McFarland bill | asserted “they have tried to write 
Agency is BBD&O. behind provisions aimed at limiting this bill,” 
ih? of: Gott W3{rs Pebuhes : | aa | 


| hour weekly instailments. 

Lloyd is cutting the show for 
| NBC and Grant and Sharp may go 
| on the same web. 


‘Claims CBS ‘Jackpot’ 
An Infringement; Asks 
1506 Damages in Chi Suit 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Suit, asking $150,000 in damages, 
has been brought against CBS, De- 
Soto Dealers and Lever Bros., in 
Chi Federal District court by Rus- 
sell Nihlean, who accuses the net- 
work of filching idea for “Hit the 
Jackpot” from a script he showed 
ito Chi CBS officials back in 1946. 
n After 
| Judge Walter LaBuy heard pre- 








Spearheading the fight for the | noon hour show. Medicos nixed his | liminary motions last week, case 


was postponed pending resumption 
!of court's fall schedule. 

Plaintiff claims format of his 
| show—"Watch Your Step’’—which 
he pitched to CBS in 1946 popped 
up in 1948 as “Catch Me If You 
Can,” CBS’ first entry in the give- 
away field. “Catch Me” was aired 
as a sustainer for a couple of 
months and then was sold to De- 
Soto as “Hit the Jackpot.”” DeSoto 
bankrolled the program for next 
season, dropping it for the Groucho 
Marx show. Lever picked up “‘Jack- 
pot” as current summer filler in 
Amos ’n’ Andy Sunday night slot. 


Barnes Quits RCA For 
FC&B Houston Sales Post 


Wade Barnes has resigned as 
manager of RCA’s Thesaurus and 
syndicated program services to join 
the Houston office of Foote, Cone 
& Belding as account executive. 
James P, Davis, manager of RCA 
Victor’s custom records division, 
hasn’t yet announced a successor. 

Barnes had been with RCA since 
44. He has announced and pro- 





| 
| 
| 








| duced on several stations, includ- | 


ing WCAU, Philly; WTAM, Cleve- 
land, and WADC, Akron. 


ABC’s ‘Peace. of Mind’ 


ABC is launching a cross-the- 
board daytime drama based on the 
best-seller, “Peace of Mind,” by 
the late Rabbi Joshua Loth Lieb- 
man. Idea of program topper 
Leonard Reeg is to have the series 
dramatize problems growing out of 
contemporary tensions, with the 
solutions using Rev. Liebman’s 
Philosophical approach. 

Scripting will be by Margaret 








Brown said his station has lost 
|$50,000 a year for the past two 
lyears. He estimated that it would 
earn him from $200,000 to $300,- 
000 a year if he could re-broadcast 
big net shows. 

He pointed to the case of station 
WOPT and WOPT-FM, of Oswego, 
N. Y., which have just announced 
that they will suspend operations 
| because of lack of ‘ncome. Brown 
said re-broadcast rights would 


(Continued on page 34) 


Lots of Entries 
For B-M Daytimer 


Four shows appear to be in the 
running for the’ Bristol-Myers 
planned excursion into daytime 
programming on NBC. Half-hour 
cross-the-board bankrolling would 
be installed if the client’s “Break 
the Bank” is forced to vacate the 
Wednesday night 9 o’clock time 
to make room for the Groucho 
Marx program. (Bristol-Myers’ 
other show, “Mr. District At- 
torney,” is expected to stay put 
at Wednesday 9:30). 

While a half-hour version of 
“Bank” appears to have the edge 
| in B-M’s choice for daytime, three 
| other stanzas, headed respectively 
by Claudette Colbert, Charles 
Boyer and Don Ameche, are re- 
ported under serious consideration. 

Ameche flew into N. Y. last 
Thursday (10) to cut an audition 
_platter. B-M became interested 
| after Ameche’s pinch-hit job for 
Don MeNeill on “Breakfast Club.” 


BG PITCHING LONGHAIR 
TO JAZZ FANS ON WNEW 


Benny Goodman will launch a 
“Pied Piper” stanza on WNEW, 
N. Y., on which he'll use his in- 
fluence with jazz-minded juves to 
| get them interested in longhair 
music. BG's disk jockey stint will 
bridge the gap between classical 
and pop tunes by illustrating 
phases of the serious music with 
examples from Tin Pan Alley wax- 
ings. The half-hour weekly broad- 
/casts will be taped three or four 
, at a time to permit Goodman to fit 
|in his other commitments. 

Dick Pack, program director of 
the pop-slanted indie, is lining up 
another venture into longhair pre- 
cincts with Teddy Wilson set to 
,do a 15-minute airer of classical 
keyboard pieces aimed at kids. 
Wilson, who’s in WNEW’s house 














| Sangster. Strip will be spotted in| orch, is a member of the Juilliard 
| ABC’s revamped afternoon lineup.) School of Music faculty. . 
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TOP ECHELON SCHISM AT CBS — 


(BS On A Veepee Binge || FY BROS AFTER Upped Magazine Ad Rates Seen As 


. Some executive realignments are on tap at CBS, with two new Bulwark Vs. Proposed Radio Cuts 








veepees to be designated, probably at the next board meeting. 
This is in addition to the designation of Lou Hausman, promotion 


director, as a v.p. at the August 


meeting of the board. 


Both new veepees will be chosen from outside the ranks of the 


CBS organization. 


One will probably be Daniel T. O’Shea, for- 
merly David O. Selznick’s No. 1 aide. 
sume for Columbia, however, isn’t known. 


Just what duties he will as- 
Nor is the identity of 


the other outside man slated for the veepee chevrons, CBS pre- 


ferring to keep it under wraps. 








Agencies See Gloomy Int'l Situation 
Sparking New Wave of Ad Prosperity 


Advertising circles in Manhattan + 


* are cautiously pleased by certain 
favorable-to-business © by-products 
of the currently glooniy interna- 
tional picture. Their optimism is 
restrained but real even though 
premised on the idea that the 
White House is justified in hoping 


war can be “localized’”’ to Korea. } 


Here are some of. the things 
admen see favoring advertising; 
which in turn means continued 
prosperity for radio and television: 

First, defense orders | already 
placed. or in’ formulation § stage 
guarantee comparative ‘prosperity 
for United States for three years 
to*come—again. assuming there’s: 
no all-out war with attendant. mo- 
bilization of manpower and in- 
dustry. 

Second, the immediate authori- 
zation of $10,000,000,000- is enough 
by itself to stimilate our national 
economy which was showing signs 
of slowing down in .1949. About 
six billions of this go directly for 
payroll and materials, a big shot 
in the arm, and already localities 
with war factories are perking. 

Third, advertising men are in 
no sense upset by the possibility 
of a renewed excess. profits tax on 
corporations,. This may not be 
popular with their clients but 
admen found out in the last war 
that excess profits is good for ad- 
vertising, since it liberalizes ap- 


propriations and creates new ad-| 


vertising campaigns where none 
existed before. Right now New 
York agencies are analyzing. their 
own experiences of . 1942-43-44 in 
this connection and feeling not too 
bad. 

It all comes back to that big “if” 
about keeping the present situation 
localized. Naturally nobody can 
dope the Soviets and the situation 
could deteriorate .overnight. Nor 
do the admen think that the 
present and future “prosperity” is 
the healthiest kind of business. 
Still.a profit is a profit, even if 
somewhat nervously earned behind 
a stockpile of atomic bombs. 


Everybody Wants 
~ Piece of GF Biz 


NBC has joined in the bidding 
for some General Foods radio biz 
next season, with the web report- 
ing its overtures having thus far 
met with some favorable reaction. 
GF recently swelled the CBS Sat- 
urday night coffers with a three- 
show, back-to-back parlay, includ- 
ing- switchover of “Hopalong Cas- 
sidy” from Mutual. 

Status of General Foods’ spon- 
sorship of “Juvenile Jury” on Mu- 
tual beyond December is up in 
the air. it’s in anticipation that 
GF will relinquish the show and 
time, that NBC is courting the food 
company. 


Gillin Left 2006 Estate 


Omaha, Aug. 15. 

Estate left by John Gillin, late 
president of WOW and WOW-TV 
Was announced as $200,000. Will 
leaves bulk of estate in trust for 
his widow, Marjorie, and their chil- 
dren, John Joseph 2nd, and Joan 
Marjorie. 

Twelve shares of stock in WOW 
are left to Mr. Gillin’s secretary, 
Cecelia Broderick, who is also his 
cousin. Estate includes not only 
WOW and WOW-TV stock, but 
Stock in KODY, North Platte. 











All For the Cause 


As far as Robert D. Swezey, 
general manager of WDSU and 
WDSU-TV in New Orleans is 
concerned, the National Assn. 
of Broadcasters (NAB), might 
just as well mean “Never a 
Beach.” 

Here’s how Swezey’s been ™ 
obliged to spend his vacation: 

Last week in Washington for 
the two-day NAB board meet- 
ing. Then in New York a few | 
days for huddiles on Broadcast * 
Advertising ‘Bureau; then out 
to Seattle and L. A. for a 
series of talks at district meet- 
ings as chairman of the NAB’s 
TV Committee. 











| 


Key NBCers Face 
Call By Reserves 


In Korean Crisis 


Last. week's emergency call for 
unorganized reserves in the pres- 
ent Korean crisis found the NBC 
echelon practically breaking out 
with a temperature as it scanned 
the web’s personnel roster and pe- 
tential military material. ; 

What engendered the fever was 
the revelation that many in key 
AM and TV positions at the net- 
work are on “alert” with possibil- 
ity of being called up. 

The list includes Sylvester L. 
(Pat) Weaver, TV boss; his chief 
aide, Fred Wile; Robert Sarnoff, in 
video production; Jo Dine, public- 
ity director; Bill Sprague, news 
room exec; Hugh Belville, web's 
research director; George Wallace, 
advertising-promotion topper for 
AM; Ted Thompson, personnel 
manager; George MacGovern, of 
the sales department; John Tied- 
man, controller; Tom Irvin, of the 
legal department, and Tom McFad- 
den, manager of the network’s Hol- 
lywood video operation. 


General Mills Likely To 
Stick With Some of NBC 
Summer Fillers in Fall 


NBC may not only salvage some 
of the summertime filler shows for 
a permanent berth on the fall 
schedule, but indications are that 
| General Mills may continue to 


ride along with at least a brace 
of the shows. 

GM negotiated a “summer 
package” deal with the web where- 
by it’s been picking up sponsor- 
ship of Joel McCrea’s “Texas 
Rangers,” “Nightbeat,” “Dimension 
X,” the “Penny Singleton Show,” 
“Sara’s Private Capers” and Brian 
'Donlevy’s “Dangerous  Assign- 
| ment.” 


The summer bankrolling termi- 
|nates Sept. 15. Of the six shows, 
those considered most likely to re- 
| tain the GM sponsorship are “Di- 
}mension X” and the Singleton 
' stanza. “Sara’s Private Capers” will 
| probably be shelved, with the 
‘others likely to remain on the 
| sustaining roster. 














preci neal 


veloped at CBS on a top echelon 
level and is fast drawing to a show- 
down. It’s an internal situation 
that the 20th floor execs have man- 
aged to keep under wraps, but 
within the board directorate the 
atmosphere is surcharged with a 
tenseness that hasn’t exisited in 
years. 

That it could easily lead to CBS 
prexy Frank Stanton resigning, 
with board chairman Bill Paley 
buying up his $1,000,000 10-year 
contract, is considered by those 
close to the picture as within the 
realm of possibility. , 

The principals involved are Stan- 
ton and the Levy brothers—Isaac 
and Leon, the former owners of 
WCAU in Philadelphia who, ‘as ma- 
jor stockholders, have millions tied 
up in the network. They also have | 
a family relationship with Paley. 

It’s a situation that goes back | 
some time, but has been fanned by | 





two recent moves: (1) The Levys | 
now think CBS made a mistake in 
permitting Manie Sacks to move 
into the RCA-NBC fold, and feel 
Stanton as the CBS prexy, could 
and should have prevented it. As 
far as the LeVys are concerned, 
Sachs has been too valuable a man; 
his contribution, while. still ‘flying 
the Paley banner, played a big part 
in Columbia’s new-found stature 
and talent inheritance over the past 
three years, and under no circum- 
stance should CBS have let him fly 
the coop. 

(2) Stanton’s vigorous opposi- 
tion to CBS’ recent purchase for 
TV of the 2,000-odd Official. Films 
musical pix (in which the Levys 
have a shareholder stake) has in- 
tensified the’schism. Stanton has 





openly expressed his opposition to (Although it will be sold in sepa- | 


the $100,000 acquisition of the pix | 
on thé ‘grounds that he doesn’t 
think they make good videc fare. 
In addition to the Levys, Ed Mur- 
row and Ted Wallerstein, Columbia 
Records’ prexy,’ are other CBS 
board members who are stockhold- 
ers in Offical. 

Stanton is reported willing to 
stand on his record of accomplish- 
ment during his tenure as prexy 
during which the network achieved | 
unprecedented influence and af-| 
fluence. If he isn’t particularly 
distressed over the situation at the 
moment, it’s because his chief con- | 
cern is over a ‘serious back con-} 
ition. 


NBC APPEASES RALEIGH | 
WITH RATE ON REPEAT: 


Chicago, Aug. 15. | 
If the J. B. Williamson outfit | 
(Raleigh cigarets) has seen fit to| 
stifle its unhappiness over the 
Tuesday night at 10:30 NBC time 
on its “People Are Funny” show 
(and that’s how the situation now 
shapes up), it’s been accomplished 
at a price — to NBC. 
The network is turning over the 
7:30 Saturday evening. period for | 
an eastern seaboard repeat of the | 
show, with the web reportedly | 
capitulating on a “better than day | 
rate” basis for the early evening | 
time. 


Armour Buys Garroway 
NBC Show For Radio 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Dave Garroway returns from his, 
Paris jaunt next week to find him-_| 
self with a new radio sponsor. | 
Armour picked up the “Next, Dave | 
Garroway” show to put in the 15-| 
minute cross-the-board strip re-| 
cently ordered on NBC. Show to) 
be emceed by Garroway will bow 
Sept. 4. It will be aired lived from | 
Chicago at 11:15 to 11:30 (CDT) | 
for central, mountain and Pacific | 
stations, with a recorded eastern | 
release at 1:15 p.m. 

Featured on the strip will be) 
singers Connie Russell, Jack) 
Haskell and the Art Van Damme! 
quintet with format similar to sus- 
taining version aired on net last) 
season. 




















That Old Tired Feeling 


Washington, Aug: 15. 

A number of big, old-time 
stations are~for sale—at a 
price—by oldtimers who would 
like to sell for tax gain, plus 
the fact that they do not have 
offspring to carry on for them. 
They are not running for cover, 
since some of them are inter- 
ested in TV. Just getting old 
and tired. 

Many radio stations, too, are 
feeling the pinch on man- 
power... Many technical men 
are going into special applica- 
tion work where pay is better, 
ete. . 


NBC Doesn't Mind 








Losing 1006 On 


Sun. Dream Show 


NBC has. broken down the eco- 
nomics of its projected Sunday 
night 90-minute “dream show” 
which will go into the 6:30 to 8 
period to buck the strong CBS line- 
up.’ Here’s the statistical blue- 
print: , 

The web will be completely sat- 
isfied if it survives the 26-week 
programming fiesta with a $100,000 
loss, since the aim is not to make 
coin on the deal, but rather to re- 
gain lost prestige. Half-hour seg- 


|ments will be peddled at $10,000 


each, bringing in $30,000 a week. 


rate 30-minute strips, there will be 
a continuing pattern to the entire 
90 minutes of programming.) 

NBC is resigned to the fact that 
the marathon show will run well 
over the $30,000 it hopes to recap- 
ture in revenue, since there will 
be a $10,000 production tab (writ- 
ers, producers, etc.) even before 
the acts are signed. 

The network is currently nego- 
tiating for either Tallulah Bank- 
head or Henry Fonda to take over 
the permanent emcee role. As an 
idea of the kind of ammunition the 
web intends to throw against the 
CBS competition, here’s what NBC 
has in mind for the teeoff program 
in October: Jimmy Durante, Fred 
Allen, Laurence Olivier-and Vivien 
Leigh, -Andrews_ Sisters,- Mario 
Lanza, Red Foley and Sons of the 
Pioneers, Mindy Carson and Tony 
Martin. Plus, of course, the em- 
cee, 


Rexall Latching On To 
‘Diamond’ As Regular; 
Adding Western Show 


Although Rexall, following its 
cancellation of the Phil Harris- 
Alice Faye show on NBC, picked 
up the web's  house-packaged 
“Richard Diamond” whodunit, with 
Dick Powell, to fill in for the re- 
maining summer weeks in winding 
up its contract commitment, the 
client has now decided to keep 
“Diamond” permanently berthed. 

Major factor is the show’s big 
audience pull (9.7 on the last 
Nielsens), which gives it a Top 15 
status among summertime entries. 

In addition to its lone network 
entry, Rexall is making a big splash 
on local stations around the coun- 
try, to tie in with local dealers, 





| having just signed for 260 tran- 


scribed 15-minute, open-end west- 
ern shows featuring Garry Good- 
win as emcee. Titled “Rexall 
Rhythm Roundup,” shows will fea- 
ture Goodwin simulating on-stage 
appearances of western folk and 
hillbilly recording stars, through 
use of voice tracks. 

Plans call for using the program 
in 400 to 650 local markets on a 
three-a-week to five-a-week basis. 
Will Scott heads the production 
staff. : 

BBD&O is the agency. 


+ 


Radio during the past week got 
| its freshest and-most effective sup- 
ply of ammuniation to hurl against 
the Assn. of National Advertisers, 
which is pressuring for lower rates, 
with the revelation that a flock of 
national magazines are upping 
their ad rates. 

Among these are the Curtis pub- 
lications (including Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, Ladies Home Journal 
and Holiday), Crowell-Collier, Mc- 
Call’s, Time and Life. In most in- 
stances the reason given is in- 
crease in cost of operation, the first 
known instance where the mags 
have indulged in «hat type of eco- 
nomic strategy rather than basing 
it on circulation rise. That in itself 
should prove advantageous to ra- 
dio’s cause to perpetuate the pres- 
ent rate structures, since broad- 
casters have for long been smitten 
by the same increases in opera- 
tional cost, though never using it 
as a come-on for rate hikes. 

Revelation by the Nielsen pulse- 
takers that July radio listening 
showed an increase over the pre- 
| vious July, a condition inspired 
| chiefly by the Korean situation, is ~ 
still another factor in bulwarking 
radio’s stand against the low rate 
pressure boys. 





Bayer Threatens 
NBC Headache . 


There’s some doubt as_ to 
whether Bayer Aspirin will retutn 
|in the fall with its longtime NBC 
|.Sunday night showcase, “Album 
|of Familiar Music.” Program oc- 
| cupies the 9:30 to 10 p.m. slot. 
| Should Bayer decide to vacate 
| the time and show, it would create 
|an unprecedented situation where 
ithe network would have but two 
|Sunday night commercials—the 
8:30 to 9:30 U. S. Steel “Theatre 
Guild of the Air’ and the RCA- 
sponsored “Take It Or Leave It”, 
at 10 o'clock. «' 


Blatz Beer: Billings In 
Switch to Weintraub; No 
Show Commitments Yet 


Following on the heels of Blatz 
Brewing: Co. cancelling out on 
_“Duffy’s Tavern,” the beer com- 
pany’s lucrative radio and tele- 
vision billings were removed from ° 
the ‘Kastor, Farrell, Cheslay & 
Clifford agency and turned over 
te the William H. Weintraub 
agency. Thus far, Blatz has no net- 
work show commitment for next 
season but in view of the current 
suds sweepstakes that finds the 
brewery rivalry in AM-TV at a 
peak level, it's considered a cinch 
that Weintraub will come up with 
an early recommendation. 

Blatz unhappiness over the 
“Duffy” show is reported responsi- 
ble for the decision to switch 
agencies, although those close to 
the program say that it was the 
client itself that made the recom- 
mendation for sponsorship of the 
Ed Gardner comedy and not the 
agency. 

Blatz is a subsid of Schenley, 
ithe fact that Weintraub already 
| has the Schenley biz put it in an 
| advantageous spot for inheritance 
| of the added billings. For a while 
| Biow was in the running, but the 
latter agency already has a beer 
account (Ruppert), though it’s 
localized. 


Higgins Heads BAB 


Washington, Aug. 15. 

Hugh M. P. Higgins has been 
| appointed the new director of the 
| Broadcast Advertising Bureau, a 
‘unit of the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters. He succeeds Maurice 
B. Mitchell who recently joined 
' NBC’s sales department. 

Higgins was operator of station 
WMOA, Marietta, O. and prior to 
that assisted in the broadcast ad- 
vertising department of the NAB. 
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PORTERS’ ROUNDUP 

th Everett Holles, moderator; 
' Henry A. Wallace, Cecil Brown, 

Warren Moscow, Murray Snyder, , 

guests; Fred Fiske, announcer 
Producer: Hollis Seavey 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 
Co-op 
MBS, from N. Y. 

Mutual’s new news-personality- 
interview program, replacing the | 
departed five-year-old “Meet The | 
Press” airer, had a sock preem | 
Thursday (10) that may be difficult 
to duplicate. Web had a news 10-| 
strike in its opener’s guest, Henry 
A. Wallace, who had just quit the | 
Progressive Party, which he found- 
ed, over its pro-Russ policy in 
Korea. The panel of newspaper- 


men interviewing the former U. S. 
Vice-President consisted of hep 
veterans in the N. Y. Times’ War- 
ren Moscow, N.Y. Herald Tribune's 
Murray Snyder and Mutual’s Cecil 
Brown. Interview was front-page 
stuff with the blunt, sometimes 
brutal questions the scribes hurled 
at Wallace; the latter’s prompt, 
frank and clear answers, and the 
touchy topics discussed. Probably | 
this was one of the week’s most) 
important radio airers. Future 
guests and newspaper panels will 
naturally set the calibre of sub- 
sequent airers in this series, but if 
they’re anything like this one was, 
they’ll be surefire. 


Program’s format has the news- | 
papermen (who'll vary weekly) 
firing questions away, with Everett 
Holles, MBS commentator (the lone 
regular), as moderator. Added 
switch is a set of three questions 
sent in by listeners (for which they 
receive savings bonds), thus adding | 
the man-on-the-street’s reactions. | 
Holles did an efficient, effacing job, 
identifying briefly the various 
newspapermen as they fired their 
questions rapidly, adding a couple | 
queries of his own, and keeping 
the program moving briskly. 


The scribes were calm and con- 
siderate, but spared no punches in 





| ings. 
may come from the fact that the| 
which | 


INFORMATION, PLEASE 

With Franklin P. Adams, John 
Kieran; Clifton Fadiman, emcee; 
Fred Allen, Howard Lindsay, 
guests : 

Producer: Dan Golenpaul 

30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR, New York 
“Information, Please,” last heard 

as a co-op show on Mutual is now 


a transcribed series being aired on 


THE BREAKFAST CLUB 

With Don McNeill, Fran Allison, 
Sam Cowling, Patsy Lee, Johnny 
Desmond; Eddie Ballantine Orch 

Producer: Cliff Peterson 

60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 
(CDT) 

CO-OP 

ABC, from Chicago ; 
With Don McNeill back from his 

six-week European tour and Re 

s 





‘ing his 18th year as emcee, 
| “Breakfast Club” teed off 
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From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY 


Peirce L. Romaine, for 16 years with Paul H. Raymer station rep 


(8) the Outfit, has resigned. He was a veepee. 


. . - Signs of the times: NBC 


WOR, N. Y., and other outlets. The | new season with the same sprightly yesterday (Tues.) flew a troupe, including Betty Harris, Eilleen Wil- 
Son, Snooky Lanson and Dorothy Collins, to entertain aboard the U. S. 
| Much of the perennial appeal of carrier Coral Sea at Norfolk, Va. ... NBC's Tom McFadden in town 


airer provides topflight intellectual 


entertainment, albeit more enter- 
taining than intellectual, and makes 
adult listening. 

Stanza retains the old format, of 
questions pitched to the panel with 
the author of queries the experts 
miss getting encyclopedia prizes. 
By and large the posers are good, 
provoking some brainwork among 
the dialers and providing the 
springboard for some barbed re- 
partee among the members of the 
board. Panelites on the preem 
show Wednesday (9) were hep and 
guest Fred Allen’s sharp wit par- 
ticularly enlivened the proceed- 
An additional bit of sparkle 


program is now _ taped, 
should allow for editing out fluffs, 
dull spot, etc. t 

Typical of the questions was 
identifying cities whose socially 
prominent area is associated with 
a bay (Boston), a lake (Chi) and so 
on. Allen, who hails from Boston, 
muffed the Boston answer, but re- 
deemed himself with a quip on how 
he left the Hub when he found out 
about the Back Bay folk. 

Moderator Clifton Fadiman was 
at times a bit too smug, but kept 
the show moying smoothly with his 
dry manner. Bril. 


OOS SH4+ OCH CS PHYO" FO 


Radio Followup 


4DOO OO HEG4 04644444 4644460- 


Westbrook Pegler, in one of his 
rare radio appearances, waxed nos- 


|format that has made it an early 
‘morning household favorite. 


|the hour-long stanza can be at- on biz and to arrange wedding details. 


‘tributed to the sincerely friendly 
| hosting of McNeill. It’s his genial 
emceeing, as much as any single 
|factor, that gives the show its 
| clean-cut touch. 

| Session’s other plus values are 


The date’s Oct. 7... . Rose- 


|mary Clooney of CBS flies today (Wed.) to Chi for Columbia Records 


‘convention. ... 


Charles Pecor, formerly with CBS and NBC press 
depts., now business promotion manager of the Hotel Shelton. . 
Bruno Zirato, Jr., CBS producer-director, on vacation, . 


.. Abe Lyman, 


who conducted a Yiddish program on WBNX for 18 years, switches 
Monday (21) to WLIB to do a cross-the-board disk and chatter show in 
English. 
Dorothy Adams, ex-Montgomery Ward, has joined Maxon’s copy 
dept.....Hank Sylvern to accomp Lanny Ross on World Transcription 
session this week....Mary Lou Foster to play lead in ABC’s “Modern 
| Romances” tomorrow (Thurs.)....Elaine Carrington due back “next 
| week after two-month European vacation. Her three daytime soapers 
'were taped in advance....Douglass Parkhirst, radio thesper, having 
| his three-act comedy, “Up To Your Ears,” tried out at the Pompton 
Lakes (N. J.) Summer Theatre this week....Alan MacAteer added to 
; |\“Helen Trent”....Harold Huber new to “Nona From Nowhere”.... 
| Staples. on Pg gg er tee Billy Redfield, Jeanette Dowling, Louis Neistadt, Elaine Rost, James 
| ones ee ee with nae aa | Van Dyke-and Geoffrey Bryant are new “Front Page Farrell” players. 
'Fanny characterization. Trio of | Couple of air vets, WCBS’ Phil Cook and Mutual’s Bill Henry, mark 
sponsors gets adept commercial their 28th annies in radio Monday (28). ... Recent stork flights over 
| handling from gabbers Don Dowd, |WQXR brought a son to Chic Dodson and a daughter to Hugo Fiorato. 
Bob Murphy and Franklyn Fer-|... Bud Greenspan, WMGM sports director, off to Fort Totten for two 
guson. Dave. | weeks’ briefing in special military intelligence. ... John J. Bubbers, 
WOV studio supervisor, has joined WLIB as chief engineer. ... WINS 
disk jock Charlie Stark and Diane Carol, of “Four Chicks and a 
Chuck,” were blended yesterday (Tues.) and will honeymoon at Spring 
Lake, N. J. ... Ned Hollinger and Ell Henry, respectively Coast and 


found in the music department, 
ably handled by singers Johnny 
Desmond and Patsy Lee. Des- 
mond’s warm baritone is especially | 
| well suited to the homey formula | 
‘and Miss Lee’s thrushing adds 
| brightness. They are neatly sup- 
|ported by Eddie Ballantine and 
orch. 

Included in the opener were the 
| daily features such as the prayer 
|time, poetry reading, interviews 
| with studio guests and the “March 
‘Around the Breakfast Table” 
'which have become — standard 


SONGS BY EDDIE FISHER 
Producer-director: Ken MacGregor 
|15 Mins.; Wed. and Fri., 7:30 p.m, 
| Sustaining 


NBC, from N. Y. 

NBC is showcasing new talent 
via a 15-minute slot heard three 
'times weekly over the network 
and twice weekly locally. Current- 





talgic Friday (11) via WPTR, Al-|ly working in that segment is vo- 
bany, about “the happy days” as/|calist Eddie Fisher, who has been 


Chi publicity chiefs for ABC, are in Gotham for a week of conferences. 


b 


... G. W. “Johnny” Johnstone, NAM’s AM and TV director, spending 
rief vacation on Cape Cod and Kennebunk Beach, Me. 


... John Van 


|Horson has joined Biow agency as vice presndent and account super- 


| Visor working with the Procter & Gamble brand group. 


He was for- 


|merly v.p. and treasurer of Kaster-Chesley-Farrell & Clifford. 


the questions thrown at Wallace. | . sportswriter, when “there was| moving at a nice pace since his in- 
Wallace answered as frankly and | no atom bomb being manufactured | augural push by Eddie Cantor. 

openly in a way that would amaze | and no talk about the dispersal of | Youthful singer is apparently being 

the average D. C. politician, and | populations from great cities.” The | groomed for a radio slot. Present 

that must have won him the sym-| columnist, in the capital for the| stint, which began Aug. 3, is only 

pathy of many listeners. He would | opening of the new Hearst-owned | a two-week deal. 

do the same today as he has done | Times-Union plant, talked mellow-| Program is a relaxing 15-minute 


the last five years, if conditions| ly about Gertrude Ederle swim- 
hadn't changed. He had been con-| ming the English channel in a 
sidering leaving the Progressive | storm that “swept her up to the 
Party for some time because they | North Sea” (Pegler’s wife covered 
wouldn't go along with his pro-|the event, Pegler having sailed 
United Nations program. | back to the U. S. a few days be- 

Wallace felt we could still arrive | fore); his days at Tom Luther's 
at an understanding with Russia,| hotel on Saratoga Lake where 
although the Soviet would now | Jack Dempsey trained; traveling 
have to take the initiative; that a| with ball clubs; Gene Tunney, Joe 
personal meeting between Stalin | Louis, the train wreck at Castle 


| song-session with Fisher doing an 
| okay job on the vocals. Alvy West's 

orch provides capable backing. 
| Numbers rendered on show heard 


Friday (11) were “I Think You're | 


|Wonderful,” “Sonny Boy,” “Our 
| Very Own” and “Whoopee.” Judg- 
| ing by tunes offered, Fisher seems 
‘to come over better with songs 
| that have some bounce, rather than 
straight ballads. West’s aggrega- 


IN CHICAGO... 


Ross Merritt joins WBBM as sales service manager replacing Sam 
| Maxwell now an account exec in the local sales dept. ... Henry Weber, 
| director of music for WGN and central division of Mutual, to be feted 
|at the 21Ist annuai Chicagoland Music festival Saturday (19). ... Mu- 
|tual prexy Frank White and sports director Paul Jonas in town for 
|the All Star football game. Ditto Ed Kobak. . . . Jack Link, pro- 
|gram director of WCID, Caldwell, Idaho, grabbed off $100-award as 
|outstanding student at NBC-Northwestern U summer radio institute. 
| WTMJ-TV program director James Robertson was principal speaker at 
the closing banquet. . . . ABC-WENR newscaster Paul Harvey is re- 
/covering from slight injuries incurred in an automobile accident last 
| week and expects to return to the air Sunday (20). Jack Lester has 
| been filling in during his absence. ... Tom Henry moves into Mutual's 
j centres division promotion dept., on fulltime basis after working for 
| net parttime for past several years while attending De Paul. ... Here 


and Truman could aid the cause of | 
peace; that we shouldn’t use the 
atom bomb in Korea, but must 
hold it in reserve due to Soviet- 
massed forces éverywhere. 

It was a surcharged half-hour 
that made fascinating radio. 

Bron, 


WAX MUSEUM 
With Terry Cowling 
15 Min., Sun., 1:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCOP, Boston 

Something in the way of a 
switch from present day disk 
jockey shows is this nostalgic 
quarter-hour segment of ancient 


Rock, Ore., while Pegler was fol- 
lowing Governor Dewey’s bid for 
the presidency, and cognate mat- 
ters. 

Asked to compare old-time news- 
men with the 1950 crop, Pegler 


“traits which do not but should 
exist today. However, modern 
newspaper coverage is more com- 
prehensive and rapid; the present 
practicing journalists are of in- 
finitely better education and wis- 
dom through experience.” 


Joey Adams looms as radio ma- 
terial worthy of continuation when 
summer replacements hibernate. 





latters currently beamed from 
WCOP. Dreamed up and m.c.’d | 
by announcer Terry Cowling, re- 
cordings used on the show must) 
be at least 25 years old, although | 
the major portion are the older 
Edison cylinder type and conse- 
quently some are difficult to dis- 
tinguish. However, as much as | 


they leave to be desired from | 


present day music and recording 
standards, many of the oldies are 
interesting from both the histori- 
cal and engineering standpoint. 
A typical show included such 
relics as the “American Standard 
March” played by the Edison Band 
and the “Bay State Quickstep” 


Your Mate” on CBS Sunday (13), 
indicates that he’l] be able to more 
than hold his own during the com- 


petition of the fall-winter semes- | 


ter. 

Adams, with a background in 
theatres and cafes, has a quick 
and brash sense of ad-lib, and his 
interviews with married couples 
showed some Groucho Marxian 
flashes. He handles the contestants 
well, and extracts the last measure 
of humor in each interview. 

Format which has one of the 
coupled contestants in a sound- 
‘proof room, while the other indi- 
'eates if the spouse knows the an- 
swer to the question at hand, can 





plunked out on a banjo b Ceci 
Osborn, both on Sie iialee 
type records. Another heard was 
an ancient (circa 1908) monolog 
recording of “Ruben Haskin’s 
Ride on a Cyclone Auto” 
Cowling adding background ma- 
terial. Show wound with a corny 
vocal duet by two obscure artists, 
Campbell and Harrison, of “My 
Old New Hampshire Home.” While 
this type of show could easily be- 
come corny, Cowling handles it 
Casuallye stressing the oldtime 
flavor and historical aspects rather 
than ridiculing the early record- 
ing efforts, resulting in an easy 
to take session. 

Cowling’s collection of oldies 
has been built up by listeners who 
clean out attics and send disks to 
him hoping he will fit them into 
his short alloted air time. With 
a backlog of over 1,000 platters, 
guy has plenty of material to work 
on, for show is usually limited to 
four records. Elie, 


be beaten by collusion. The 
‘couples only have to agree to say 
ino to every question to get the 
($100 maximum. However, the 
jscreening process prior to the 


with any such ideas, and so the 
show’s contestants must be on the 
legit. 


WNYC Sets Psycho Series 


WNYC, New York’s municipal 
station, is incepting a series of 10 
broadcasts which will probe “Psy- 
choanalysis in Everyday Living.” 
Produced in cooperation with the 
Assn. for the Advancement of Psy- 
choanalysis, the 45-minute talks 
will feature such mind-medicos as 
Dr. Karen.Horney, Dr. Frederick 
A. Weiss, Dr. Bella S. Van Bark 
and Dr. Alexander Reid Martin. 

Show will be heard Sundays at 9 
p. m., starting Aug. 27, 








tion took a solo with “Blue Rhum-| conferring with Chi NBC toppers last week were George Wallace, 
ba” and showed itself to good ad-| NBC manager of radio advertising and promotion, and Pat Steele, NBC 


replied that the former had certain | 


His rapid improvement on ‘Rate | 


vantage. , . ; 
Program is carried live over the 


and Saturdays at 11:15 p.m. ! 
playback of the previous night’s 
|show is heard locally Wednesdays 
and Fridays at 7:30 p.m. Gros. 


THE HUMAN ADVENTURE 
(‘Machiavelli—A Study in Practical 
Evil’) 
' With Bert Cowlan, Stan Gevirtz, 
Philip Wolf, Jack Curtis, Ben 
Kapen; Paul Herlinger, narrator; 
_music, Arthur Leigh 
Producer-director: Jerry Sandler 
30 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
WNYC, N. Y. ; 
University of Chicago in associa- 
tion with station WGN and the 
Mutual net around five years ago 
turned out a series of weekly 
dramas tagged “The Human Ad- 
venture.” They were based upon 
incidents in the lives of various his- 
torical and literary figures. Same 
series is now being revived by 
Waxrc, H. Tt. 
‘These dramas drew critical 
plaudits when first presented and 
they still stack up as intelligent 


““Machiavelli—A Study in Evil” 
which began the group on WNYC 
| Wednesday night (9). This sketch 
| dealt with chicanery and double- 
| dealing as practiced by the 16th 
‘century Borgias and their under- 
| lings. 

| While most revivals have a ten- 





with |taped program, weeds out those| denc yto be dated, “The Human 


| Adventure” still has a crisp fresh- 
| ness due, of course, to the fact that 
| its classical backgrounds stands 
the test of time. Acting on Wednes- 
| day’s initialer was competent and 
the musical score as well as sound 
effects served to heighten the 
grisly wickedness of medieval plot- 
ting. Gilb. 





scare buying and hoarding is basis 
| of a listener contest conducted by 
| Nancy Goode, director of the 
KMBC-KFRM “ate kitchen, dur- 
ing week of Aug. 7. Savings bonds 
and cash prizes were awarded to 
listeners for slogans which int 
out to housewives necessity of buy- 
ing only commodities needed, 





radio—at least on the basis of | 


Kansas City—Campaign against | 


| audience promotion chief. ...Chi ABC sales chief Jim Stirton off for 


/a couple weeks vacation. . . 


} 


. Carl Nelson, WBBM d.j., one of the 
NBC network Tuesdays, Thursdays, judges at Street and Station Calling contest at Chi Fair last week. ... 
A Pat St. Clair, Chi ABC’s press department Gal Friday, trips to the 
|altar with Jack McLaughlin Saturday (19)... . Betty Ross, assistant 
director of public service and education at Chi NBC, named to board 


| of directors of Women’s Division of National Conference of Christians 


/and Jews. 
|State Fair with his tape recorder. 


. .. WBBM farm director Harry Campbell covering Illinois 
. .. Bob Elson’s “On the Century,” 


,quarter-hour package for Kranks Shave Cream now- aired cross-the- 
' board on WENR. ... WMAQ sales manager Ed Cunningham vacation- 


‘ing this week. . . 


. Twenty-fifth anniversary of KMA, Shenandoah, 


| aeeres on ABC’s “American Farmer” Saturday (12), 





| 


|RAMBLING AT RILEY’S 
| With Elaine Drooz, guests 
'30 Mins.; Sun.-thru-Sat., 7:45 p.m. 
|RILEY’S LAKE HOUSE 
| WROW, Albany 

Material for a good quarter- 
hour from Saratoga is stretched 
‘into a _ half-hour, with resultant 
‘over-talkiness and stretches of fill- 
in. At 7:45 on Saturday (Sunday 
|air show begins at 7:30), there are 
| insufficient guests in the Spa night 
|spot for Elaine Drooz to keep in- 
|terviews running 30 minutes. Dur- 
ing first 10 days of current racing 
season, she drew chiefly on 
“names” playing Spa Summer 
Theatre and on performers at 
Riley’s. These included Victor 
Jory, Fran Warren, Burl Ives, 
Nancy Walker, Nita Naldi and 
Ruth Webb, from _ strawhatter; 
| ventriloquist Kay Walker, come- 
‘dians Benson & Mann, dancers 
Harald & Lola, and line girl Irish 
Bright from club. 
| Miss Drooz, one of the most ar- 
ticulate of femme mikers here- 
-abouts, works without a_ script. 
| Despite a strong tendency to chat- 
iter, she handles a difficult assign- 
ment well. She needs direction 
and production; apparently, no 
/one from station is present to give 
|time signals. On two shots caught, 
Miss Drooz talked with great feel- 
ing and high intelligence about 
afternoon United Nations sessions. 
Diners, grasping significance of ad 
lib commentary, applauded. Gal 
should watch feedback from p.a. 
system. Plugging for Riley’s is 
too long and insistent; over-en- 
thusiasm about guests should be 
curtailed. Jaco, 











WCFM IN DISK SIDELINE 
TO SUPPORT OUTLET 


Washington, Aug. 15. 

Washington’s co-op FM station, 
WCFM, which has been developing 
several side incomes to keep afloat 
until the FM audience is_ large 
enough to support the outlet, is 
venturing into another field to in- 
crease its revenues. Station will 
produce, beginning next month, 
a series of 33 LP records of classi- 
cal music never before recorded. 
The disks, which will bear the sta- 
tion label, will be sold through 
WCFM and through retail music 
stores at $5.95. 

First of the releases will be 
Charles Ives’ Pulitizer prize-win- 
ning “Symphony Number Three,” 
a special performance of which was 
played for the station in Washing- 
ton by the National Gallery Or- 
chestra with Richard Bales eon- 
ducting. Dr. William Ober, trus- 
tee of the Haydn Society, will write 
the program notes. The record is 
being produced through coopera- 
tion of the American Music Center, 
New York, National Gallery of Art 
in Washington, and the American 
Federation of Musicians (AFL). 
Station is encouraging music lovers 
to write in suggestions on works 
they would like to see recorded. 
It is planned to release one record 
a month. 

WCFM has developed profitable 
side lines in selling its programs 
to other stations and in making 
commercial recordings. 


















































|| TALENT DEALS 


CBS Sets Up Own Lines to Madrid 
In Expanding Its European Alert 


Ed Chester, director of AM-TV + 
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news department at CBS, who re- | 
turned last week from a swing of | 
European capitals and huddles | 
with network correspondents | 
abroad, disclosed during an inter- | 
view in Spain that CBS was estab- 
lishing a direct radio-telephonic 
communication between Madrid 
and New York. 
Chester intimated that the web! 
was not entirely happy with the 
present system whereby it only has | 
access to AP, UP, etc., news agen- | 
cies’ copy and that “it is not al-| 
Ways as clear as we would like.” 
“Actually,” Chester said, “very | 
little is known about Spain in the | 
U.S. We want to clarify the news, | 
to do with Madrid what we have 


done with London, Berlin, Rome 
and Paris.” It is proposed to use 
facilities of International Tel. & 
Tel. | 


Chester disclosed upon his re- 
turn to N. Y. that a Madrid corre- | 
spondent will be set up. He’s not 
been selected yet. CBS becomes 
the first web to set up a full- 
fledged Madrid bureau with direct | 
radio-telephonic communication. | 
The Madrid pickups will be inte- 
grated into the web’s multiple- | 
aired “Around the World” news|} 
segments. : | 

Chester’s trip was more of an) 
exploratory nature to alert the web | 
“in case.” He brought in all his | 
European correspondents to Lon-' 
don for a week of briefing; set Dan | 
Schorr as CBS correspondent for 
Belgium and Holland coverage, and | 
conferred with government officials 
in England and with the House of 
Commons. : 

Bill Brooks, NBC’s news chief, 
and Abe“*Schechter, Mutual's news- | 
special events topper, are now in 
Europe alerting their respective 
Staffs in the event of an emergency. 


Standard Symph On 
Coast Seguing Into 
24th Year on NBC 


| 
San Francisco, Aug. 15. | 
Claimants of long run records for | 
radio shows had best consider the | 
longevity of “The Standard Hour” 
before making any brash state- 
ments. If they can top nearly 24 | 
years they can pick up the marbles. | 
By its title ye shall know it is’ 
sponsored by Standard Oil but not | 
once during the broadcast is the | 
petrol product mentioned. Only, 
credit is: “Presented by Standard | 
of California.” | 
Hour musical program, with top) 
longhairs tapping the beat, started | 
on three key stations on NBC's, 
coast web in October of 1926. One 
year later the coverage was expand- 
ed to 24 stations and that’s how the 
lineup reads 23 years later. Pro-| 
gram has been kudosed by nearly 
every musical organization in the} 
west and twice by Peabody. Among | 
those who have waved a stick at | 
the best symphony men in the west | 
are Arthur Rodzinski, Sir Thomas | 
Beecham, Jose Iturbi, Leopold 
Stokowski, Paul Whiteman, Mere- | 
dith Willson and Carmen Dragon. | 
Its soloists and vocalists have been | 
the best in the land, from the | 
campus of UCLA to the golden. 
horseshoe of the Met. 


Spalding’s Davis Cup Buy 
For WQXR, Indie Web 


A. G. Spalding will again back 
play-by-play. broadcasts of the 
Davis Cup tennis matches and the 
National Championship over 
WQXR, N. Y., and a network of 
indie stations across the country. 

The international matches will 
be aired on Aug. 25-27, from 3-4) 
p.m. National championships will 
be heard on Sept. 3 and 4 from 3-5 | 
p.m. H. Levan Richards will de- 
scribe the play, assisted by Bob) 
Thomas of the West Side Tennis | 
Club in Forest Hills, N. Y. 








It’s the | 


UNSOLD NAMES 
SADDLE WEB! 


T ¥ Some of the network deals fce ac- 
erry $ Crosley Bowout quisition of name talent are coming 
ae home to roost. Those who have 

Cincinatt, Aug. 15. questioned the economics of the 

Marshall N. Terry, vice-president | networks committing themselves to 
in charge of merchandising for the | longterm contracts are respond- 
Crosley Brgadcasting Corp., re-|ing to the present situation with 


signed this week for the announced nly Paes gh ante pa Oe emer 








outside business interest. takers and frankly concede there's 
A former sales executive of the | nothing they can do about it. 

Trailmobile Co., Terry joined the | be aerig some time back, NBC per- 
Crosley organization in 1944 as di-|SUaded Phil Harris to sign on the 
rector of promotional activities, |4°tted line for a cool $1,000,000, 
He became a veepee in 1947 in| Which would give the web a five- 
charge of television activities, han- | Ya" exclusivity on his and Alice 
dling affairs of the Crosley TV | Faye's (Mrs. Harsis) services on a 
stations in Cincy, Dayton and Co- ‘work or no work basis, there wee 
lumbus, O., before the inauguration little indication at the time that 
of their coaxial cable service. In the Harris-Faye ‘ comedy show 
1949 he returned to the merchan- | WOuld go a-beggin’ for sponsors. 

dising field for the TV web and 


WLW. 
| sustain Harris is too costly a ven- 


Richards Can't seen’ 
Duck Hearing’ Gardner Snarl 


Also cited is the case of Ed 
| Gardner, whose “Duffy’s Tavern” 
has been cancelled by Blatz Beer. 

Hollywood, Aug. 15. | He’s currently in New York hud- 

FCC examiner James Cunning- dling with NBC execs in trying to 


ham declared he’s thoroughly con- | resolve his situation. It would cost 
vinced that appearance of G. A. | NBC $250,000 to let him out of his 


: |eontract. This, in turn, would in- 
Richards at the FCC hearing here | vite CBS overtures, and rather 


into license renewals for KMPC, | than see it happen, NBC would be 


| today. 
'have been alerted to the No. 1 
|item on the agenda: “Sell Phil 
Harris.”” But at $18,500 a week, 





|WJR and WGAR, would not en- | willing to sustain him. But Gard-| 


danger the station owners life or |"er is asking an additional $100,- | 


000 to clinch his exclusive services. | 

’ . | | 

health and that he was prepared | Tat 350G would be minus pro-| 
to enforce service of a subpoena.| gram expenses. At the moment, | 
However, he agreed to a delaying | it looks like NBC has no alterna- 


" ae : : There’s also the case of Jimmy 
testimony from Dr, i. B. Stein- | nurante, who gets a minimum 
bach, of Detroit, who’s been treat- | $300,000 guarantee for a four-year | 
ing Richards for a heart ailment | exclusive, but for the first two/| 
for a dozen years. years will only commit himself to | 


st shots (10 a year on radio 
Defense attorney Hugh Fulton | &Ues ; Aa one 7 e 
has instructed the physician to Dine on TV sa Similarly, Dean Mar- 
produce a complete medical his- | tin and Jerry Lewis collected $50,- 


tory. Steinbach and another medico | rr Lgihemey pny B= see _e 
have previously stated grilling | they're set for the sphenine ten- 
Richards might prove fatal. FCC | da 3 night Colgate TV show, which 
Chief Counsel Benedict Cottone | °#Y _— » Whic 
was told testimony could be taken | (Continued on page 35) 

at time and place convenient to | 


Richards and was also advised that 


ochie Ure 
cumoryof tomer Yegunareee: Wildroot Acts Coy 
Joseph Ream could be taken in 
On Duff, Hammett 


their home cities, indicating hear- 
With Wildroot, via BBD&O 


ing is a consolidated affair ob- 

viating necessity of separate De- 
agency, now committed to the 5:30 
Sunday afternoon time on NBC, 


troit and Cleveland sessions. 
having given up the Sunday night 


Catholic Council Won't 
at 8 period, where it showcased 


Sell Radio Short, Calls “Sam Spade” last’ season, the 


| action, setting Aug. 22 as date for tive but to accept Gardner's terms. | 








- agency and client are still debat- | 
It Most Potent Medium ing whether to renew “Spade” or. 
buy the “Cloak and Dagger” ad-| 





Washington, Aug. 15. 1 ee See thleh £. ; 
National Council of Catholic] vockages. which Lou Cowan 


‘ rare | 
Men, which produces such network) There are conficting reports in 
shows as “The Hour of Faith” and the trade on Wildroot’s reluctance 
“The Catholic Hour,” is not selling | to give “Spade” another whirl. On 


: ‘ the one hand, it’s attributed to the 
AM short, despite the spread of | sponsor’s unwillingness to continue 
television. 


| paying the approximate $7,500 
The semi-annual meeting of the weex«\y tab for the show, packaged 
council’s radio executive commit-| by the Larry White-Mannie Rosen- 


tee concluded with Steward Lynch, | berg outfit, and is dickering for a. 
| president of the council and chair- | cut in price. 


Others, however, maintain that 
Dashiell Hammett-Howard 


man of the committee, declaring: | 
“While we are fully aware of the | the 


| powerful and important strides be-| Duff credit tags are the bone of. 
'ing made by television, and while | Contention; that the agency and 


we fully intend to enter this new) Client will only buy the show if 
field at the earliest opportunity, we | the Hammett (“Spade’s” creator) 
recognize that radio is still one of | 2nd Duff (star of show) identifica- 


‘the most potent media of mass | tions are removed. Feeling is said 


communication in our country. We | to stem from the two having re- 
still feel that radio offers the best Portedly been linked with left-of- 
means for accomplishing our mis- | C¢nter movements. 


sion.” — Prouty’s WFIL Sales Spot 
Delilah’ SSC&B 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 
Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell 








Yet that’s precisely the situation | 
The sales boys around NBC |! 


the agencies aren’t interested. To | ; : . . 
| the direction of the regional direc- | **” 
| | will also carry 








Katzentine’s SRO 


Miami Beach, Aug. 15. 
| WKAT, MBS station on Miami 
Beach, this week announced a com- 





plete sellout of commercial air} 


time from sign-on to sign-off for 
the month of August. 

The Col. Frank Katzentine oper- 
ation has always been a strong 
| grosser, but this is first time the 
| Beach station has sold out. 


‘11-Month Strike 








Mobile, Aug. 15, 


WABB, Mobile, was ended Sunday 
(13). The station is owned by the 
| Mobile Press-Register. 

| The agreement was reached at 


tor of the National Labor Relations 
Board, John F. LeBus, and the 
| NLRB field examiner, Anthony J. 


AtWABB Ends 


| through Friday, will include a one- 





| 





A strike of union technicians at 


Sabella, who came here from New | 


Orleans. 
| The strike was started last Octo- 
| ber and was in its 11th month when 
| the contract was signed by D. H. 
| Long, manager of WABB and Hen- 
iry T. Bailey, Jr., business agent of 
| Radio Broadcast Technicians Local 
| Union 1264, International Brother- 
| hood of Electrical Workers, AFL. 


| Union pickets who marched in 


HOME TO ROOST 


300-Station Network Set to Bow 
Nov. 1 With Daytime-Only Schedule 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Progressive Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, formed by Larry Finley, 
kicks off Nov. 1, feeding 10 hours 
of daylight programs to some 300 
indie stations around the country. 
All programs will originate in 
Hollywood and be fed out over 
leased telephong wires. 

Finley informed a press cone 
ference that the network is the 
result of two years of consultation, 
in person and by mail, with a total 
of 2,100 stations. To date, 228 have 
signed up with the web and others 
are expected to be in the fold by 
teeoff time. 

With the exception of the Rocky 
Mountain area which will take a 
taped program for rebroadcast an 
hour later, all stations will air the 
programs at the same time. 

Morning programming, Monday 


hour block of soap operas, a 30- 
minute femme program featuring 
Estelle Taylor, a home economics 
layout, an audience participation 
show with Hal Sawyer and a 30- 
minute Mel Torme program. Web 
news. Finley is 
scheduling the soap operas for the 
a.m. hours so as not to be forced 
into bucking the established suds- 
ers on the bigger webs. 

Afternoon session includes a 30- 
minute show from a Hollywood 
restaurant, deejay Maurice Hart’s 
“Heart of Hollywood” airer, a half- 


| hour quiz show, a half-hour weste- 
iern layout with Cottonseed Clark, 


“One for the Books” with Dann 
Morton and a Hollywood gabfest 
with Charlotte Rogers, plus a daily 


| withdrawn after signing of the con- 


giveaway for small town listeners 
and a sports show with Lou Nova, 

Saturday lineup includes Harry 
/Von Zell, Jimmy Scribner and 
| KLAC deejay Bob McLaughlin, 
| plus news and sportcasts. Sunday 
| will find Alan Mowbray, Page 
Cavanaugh, Andy and Della Rus- 
| sell, Connie Haines, Mel Torme, 
|Frankie Laine and Carl Fischer, 
|each handling their own programs. 


front of the Press-Register build- 
ing, since the strike started, were 


tract. 


NAB Bulletins To Keep 
Radio, TV Broadcasters 





| Alerted to Gov't Needs 


| A special weekly bulletin serv- 
ice to alert radio and television 


| sive 


stations to needs of the Govern-' 


| ment in the defense emergency 


will be launched within two weeks | 


Fassett to Europe For 


by the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters. The bulletin, which will 
be sent to all broadcasters whether 
| members of NAB or not, will brief 
| stations on recruiting programs, 
anti-inflation campaigns, bond sell- 
| ing, ete. 


with the work of the Advertising 
| Council but with emphasis on im- 
| mediate needs of the government. 
'The Association will attempt to 
serve as a clearing house by which 
Federal agencies, through the 
office of Dr. John R. Steelman, 
assistant to President Truman, 
may reach broadcasters. 

The service is an outgrowth of 
a request from Dr. Steelman to 
NAB to organize the broadcasters 
for defense and the subsequent 
meeting of the NAB directors last 
week in Washington to map plans 
for a defense council which can 
mobilize broadcasters to action 
when Government needs so re- 
quire. 

Dr. Steelman told the NAB di- 
rectors that the broadcasters per- 
formed a “magnificent” service in 
cooperating with NAB’s request to 
| use their facilities to stem ‘“‘stam- 
pede buying” following the out- 
break of the Korean war. Dr. Steel- 
man said he expects the new de- 
fense bulletin to be a step toward 
similar voluntary services in the 
future. 


- Hedda’s NBC Show 





j 
| 


| 


| 
| 


NAB plans to gear the operation | 


All programs will be open to 
local sponsorship and the Progres- 
Broadcasting System will 
maintain offices here and in New 
York and Chicago to handle all 
business details. 





Taped Talks With Brit. 
Artists For CBS Show 


James Fassett, CBS supervisor of 
serious music, hopped to Europe 
yesterday (Tues.) for several weeks’ 
stay during which he'll make a 
number of recorded interviews 
with prominent British musicians. 
They’ll be used on his “Your Invi- 
tation to Music” program and dur- 


_ing the N. Y. Philharmonic inter- 


mission program, “The Green 
Room at Carnegie Hall,” next fall 
and winter. 

Fassett plans to include a word 
picture of the activities at the Edin- 
burgh Music Festival this month 
and interviews with a number of 
artists there. He also plans to 
record talks with Benjamin Brit- 
ten, Elizabeth Schwarzkopf, Ralph 
Vaughn - Williams, Clifford Bax, 
William Walton, Sir Malcolm Sar- 
gent, Clifford Curzon and Fran- 
cesco Malipiero in Italy. 

The commentary and interviews 
for the current Sunday afternoon 
CBS series were taped in advance 
to permit for Fassett’s absence. 





Reed ‘Am Hour’ Reunion 


In a reshuffle of plans by Ree- 
mack Enterprises, packagers of 
“Original Amateur Hour,’ Bob 


Hedda Hopper preems in Octo-| Reed takes over direction of the 


ber with a half-hour NBC radio 


show, which will probably go into on ABC, effective Aug. 15. 
; inal 
variety NBC-TV edition. 


a Friday night slot. 
Program will have a 


Norman R. Prouty, former adver- | format with Miss Hopper recalling | 
& tising executive, has been named highlights from pix, legit, etc., and tor of “Amateur Hour” during the 


AM version, heard Thursday nights 
Orig- 
plan had Reed set for the 


Reed was former longtime direc- 


sixth year Spalding has bankrolled Bayles has clipped the Sampson sales manager for WFIL, the Phila- | bringing on the original perform- | entire Major Bowes regime. For 
| ers for excerpts from the produc-| the past three years he’s been a 
| Cleveland AM-TV personality as a 


the championship broadcasts and agency of its Simoniz account. 


the third year for the Davis Cup | 
events. 
ton, of Detroit. 


5) 9 La Vest 


/delphia Inquirer radio* station. 


Polish outfit puts a large part of Prouty was formerly with ABC, 


The agency is S. G. Boyn- its ad coin into local spot and net- and several New York advertising | 
‘work participation programs. 
Ge A is 


agencies, - 


' tion. 


tion, 


Show will have a Coast origina- pianist-raconteur on WTAM and 
‘WNB 
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»»- She has won the respect and affection of probably 


more people than any person in show business. 


«+. She has received the most imposing array of awards, 


citations and honors of any woman in entertainment. 


e+ She has been called “America’s greatest salesman.” 


... She was chosen, from among scores of stars, 
for the leading part in a great new venture— 


NBC daytime television. 





— 














Daytime television goes bigtime eas 





On September 25, “The Kate Smith Show” opens on NBC Television, Mondays 


through Fridays, 4 to 5 p.m. eastern time. 


Kate Smith, of course, will sing. She will introduce variety acts — interview 
interesting people — present the latest fashion news — devote a spot now and then 
to home economics — talk with colorful people — offer a weekly dramatic 
highlight. Producer Ted Collins will handle the news, and a full orchestra will 


provide a musical background. 


Kate Smith will do more than merely entertain. She will help sell her sponsors’ 
products. Her matter-of-fact sincerity will roll up big sales in a short time at a low 


cost. Her merchandising possibilities are endless. 


If you have a product on the way up, here’s a short cut to the top. If your product 
is already first in its field, here’s just the thing to push it even higher. 

Whatever you sell, Kate Smith will bring you a record-breaking audience heavily 
loaded with your best prospects—the women of America—who will buy what 


you sell because it’s on “The Kate Smith Show.” 


The Kate Smith Show is available for sponsorship in segments of 15 minutes or 
30 minutes once a week or more. We have a presentation giving more 
facts — with figures to back them up—on this big daytime buy. Naturally, we want) 


you to see it. 










~ 


daytime 


television 
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itch’ Programming Inundates Coast 


TV As Sales 


By MIKE KAPLAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Having lived more or less se- 
dately in the anchored carnival at- 
mosphere of Hollywood for many | 
years, Coast radio and video out-| 
lets have finally plunged into the. 
flamboyant spirit of things with an 
all-out midway approach that | 
brings the oldtime pitch right into | 
the so-called privacy of the home. | 
Any day now, listeners may be 
hearing—“Don’t touch that dial, 
little boy—you bother me.” 

Privately, some Coast radioites 
and agency people decry this trend 
<eoward a blatant pitch—but they'll ; 
also admit sadly that this new de- 
velopment in ether commercialism 
has virtually saved daytime video 
in these parts and has kept many 
indie AM outlets operating in the 
black. 

In the trade, the pitch is sedate- 
ly referred to as a “lead deal” 
since its sole object is to provide 
the time buyer with inquiries or 
leads—what the oldtime spieler 
would call a sucker list. There’s 
nothing institutional about it, it’s a 
straight hard pitch whammed home 
as glibly and as dramatically as pos- 
sible. The kicker is the phone 
number at which an eager listen- 
er can get immediate information, 
a free home trial, a chance to get 
a set of dinnerware with the order, 
or just a busy signal. What’s more, 
“if you live outside the toll-free 
area, just call Gullible 0000 and re- 
verse the charges.” There’s no 
snobbishness involved, though; if 
you “don’t have a phone handy,” 
the pitchmen will graciously ac- 
cept a penny postcard. | 

Bulk of Local Biz | 

Spot check of local indies re- | 
veals that “‘lead deals” sometimes | 
account for as much as 75% of the | 
time sold on any given station and | 
pitch programming frequently ab- 
sorbs a five or six hour block of 
time. Most of the outlets, how- 
ever, have studiously avoided a 
variation of the “lead,” the “per 
inquiry” account. PI sales, as the 
name implies, pay off strictly on 
the number of prospects baited by 
the program. Close analysis of 
the figures have indicated to sta- 
tion managers that, from a rev- 


enue standpoint, the station will 
fare as well with PI as it does 
with “lead,” but the latter is 


deemed far more acceptable. 

In the flossy pine-paneled agency 
offices, where they sagely discuss 
“ebb and flow of market condi- 
tions’ and ruminate on “the human 
factor in merchandising,” they 
frankly admit that the day seems 
to be rapidly approaching when 
“lead deals” will go out 
window. World conditions being 
what they are, appliance dealers, 
among others, are beginning to 
drop this type of advertising. 

(Continued on page 34) 


DuMont Winnah 
In WAAM Pacting 


Pointing up the importance of 





the , 


Spiels Seek Suckers 





Ronzoni Buys ‘Brooklyn’ 


“They Live in Brooklyn,” WPIX, 
N. Y., weekly tele series about 
Italian-American family life, was 
picked up for sponsorship last week 
by Ronzoni spaghetti. It’s for 26 
weeks starting Sept. 14. 

Emil Mogul is the ad agency. 


Admiral’s 2006 





Coast Grid Buy 


Hollywood, Aug. 15, | 
i 


Admiral Radio will sponsor pro 
football games of Los Angeles} 
Rams on KNBH. Contracts will be | 
signed as soon as Detroit Lions 
are brought into fold, reportedly 
a matter of hours only. Cost to 
Admiral for 15 games, eight in 
Los Angeles, one microwaved from 
Frisco and six filmed on road, will | 
be $200,000. 

NBC is guaranteeing gate up to 
$300,000 for eight home games, of 
which Admiral is assuming half. 
Under the arrangement, NBC is 
meeting last year's attendance 
plus 10° dollar volume increase. 
Should attendance top last year’s 
count, NBC station may come out 
of gamble without monetary loss. 
Cost of 200G to Admiral covers 


rights, station time and facilities. | 





Web Procedures May 


Force Affiliates Out | 
Of TV Biz: Landsberg 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Small affiliated video stations 
may eventually be forced out of 
business, Klaus Landsberg pre- 
dicted glumly in a speech here, be- 
cause of standard operating: pro- 
cedures of the big networks. The 
only alternative, the Paramount 
Television veepee told the Los 
Angeles Ad Club, would be to have 
the stations triple their present 
rate card so that they can derive 
sufficient coin from time turned 
over to the webs to operate profit- 
ably. 

Landsberg pointed out that al- 
though the webs can afford to pay 
more, affiliates currently are get- 
ting only one-third of their rates 
for web-used time. Tripling the 
rate card would offset this, but it 
would also put the station’s rate 


far above what it should be in each | 


local market. 
Restricted revenue from web 
time keeps the affiliates in the red, 


| he added, declaring that tele’s in-'| 
| itial investment and heavy opera- | 


| tional nut preclude operating on 
the same basis as AM affiliates. 
Landsberg also lashed out at 


out television. He pointed out that 
the medium is in the perfect posi- 
tion to help rather than hinder a 





of the entire population on essen- 
tial home front activities. He added 
| that he has been conferring with 


As Bulgars See U.S. TV 


Washington, Aug. 15. 

American television is being 
devoted largely to entertain- 
ment dealing with murder and. 
rape, the Bulgarian radio has 
been telling Europe. A broad- 
cast, picked up by official U. S. 
monitors, declared in part: 

“In the past radio criminals 
could be heard but not seen 
on featured crime plays. Now 
the radio listener has become 
a radio spectator for perhaps 
91 murders, three rapes, seven 
bandit raids and so on. Radio 
represents a profitable profes- 
sion if one responds to the ag- 
gressive smiles of the U. S. 
imperialist leaders. 

“The American way of life 








war effort, since it is an ideal tool | 
| for quick and uniform education | 


Hour of McNeill 


| March 


rumors that total war would knock | 


,Los Angeles Mayor Fletcher Bow- | 


stations to television networks was ron on cooperation between KTLA 
the rush to get WAAM-TV, Balti- amd the city as soon as state and 
more, as a primary affiliate, with federal authorities release plans 
DuMont emerging the victor. | for safety precautions. 


cosin creme Ste CAMEL MULLS MONROE 





tract with sponsors hinges on the 
nets’ ability to deliver statiions, 
the chains have been beating the 


bushes to sign affiliates. Samuel 
Carliner and Norman Kal initialed 
the pact for WAAM, with DuMont 
general manager Chris J. Witting 
signing for the web. Baltimore is 
a three-station market. 


Ford, Nash Production 
Staffs Set For Fal 


“Ford Theatre” will return to 
CBS-TV on Sept. 8 with a new pro- 
duction staff. Garth Montgomery, 
Kenyon & Eckhardt TV director, 
will be executive producer. Frank- 





? 


tively. Lois Jacoby will be script 
editor. 

Last season Win O'Keefe pro- 
duced and Marc Daniels directed. 


AS CBS VIDEO ENTRY 


Though no deal has been signed 
as yet, Vaughn Monroe is being 
considered as a hot entry to take 
over Camels’ 9-9:30 p.m. slot on 
|CBS-TV. Ciggie company resumes 
| sponsorship of the Tuesday seg- 
;}ment Oct. 10, following a summer 
i hiatus. Spot was formerly held by 
Ed Wynn who was cancelled out 
by the tobacco outfit. 

Whatever the outcome of the 


tele deal may be, Monroe will still | 


| field. 


unfurls a wide opportunity for 
electronic technique. Maga- 
zines and newspapers forecast 
an enviable future for the 
televisor in the American po- 
lice regime.” 


Philco Buys Full 

















Tele Chatter 








New York 


CBS-TV insists on paying AFRA 
minimum on its “Songs for Sale’”’ 
participants, so songsmith Harry 
Ruby collected $39 for his guester 
on the show, primary booking of 
which was to trailerize “Three 
Little Words.” 

Jan Brewster produced “Dear 
Diary” on ABC-TV and scripted it 
with Frank Warren. Last week’s 
review credits erred ... Bil and 
Cora Baird, of, CBS-TV’s “Snarky 
Parker,” have created a puppet, 
“The Grabbit,” which N. Y. City is 
using in its anti-hoarding campaign 


.. John Serafin, TV maintenance | 


' 


engineer, is ABC’s first employee 

recalled for active military service 
..DuMont’s “Hands of Destiny” 

returns to its original format under 

the title, “Hands of Mystery.” It 

—— called “Hands of Mur- | 
er. 


Joe Cal Cagno to write a radio-| 
tele column for Screen Stars andj; 
e| 


Filmland mags and will continu 
cartooning for Nick Kenny’s col-| 
umn... . Herman Levin and Har- | 
old Rome will preem a tune from 


{ 


tue upcoming Broadway produc-| 

: |tion, “Bless You All," tonight | 

Chicago, Aug. 15. (Wed.) for Arlene Francis, who's 

Phileo has decided not to share, subbing this week for Wendy 
Don MeNeill’s hour tele show, Barrie on NBC-TV +» ee 
which bows on ABC Sept. 6. In a} Dropkin, who scripted “Goldwyn 
deal set Friday (11), several weeks Story” on WNBT for director 
after buying the first half-hour of |George Wallach two weeks ago, 


the program, Philco picked up the 
last half. Speidel Watch Band Co. 
is understood to have attempted 
to buy the last 30 minutes but deal 
was vetoed by Philco which had 
approval rights on second sponsor 
as part of its deal. 

Although format of show is not 





De Rochemont Sees TV 


In France Spurting, But 
Lag in Program Quality 


Evidence of real progress being 
made in television was found in 
France by Richard de Rochemont, | 
of Time production head, 
who recently got back from two-| 
month visit to France. The same 
growing pains are being experi- 
enced as with earlier stages of 
American TV—interest in tele is 
growing more rapidly than the 
quality of TV shows. 


in cafes, with | 


them almost daily. Thus far 
French TV operates only a few 
hours each day, and the calibre of 
the programs is still far behind 


_actual quality of the screen image. 


He found that TV in France has 
better definition than in the U. S. 
because using more screen lines. 
Contrasted to the clear TV pic- 
ture, De Rochemont claims the 
showmanship and programs exhib- 


ited lag far behind. | 


Bulk of TV film production be- 
ing done so far by March of Time 
is concentrated on a series of 60- 
second tele shorts. They are being 
made for use by the parent cor- 


poration, Time, Inc., which is now | 


studying its approach to the TV 
William Geer, who is super- 


'vising these TV briefs, and Joe 


Stultz, MOT animation director, 


are in charge of this activity, 


; 





KAISER-FRAZER BUYS 
ELLERY QUEEN’ ON TV 


Another automobile account has 
entered video ranks with Kaiser- | 
Frazer dealer groups’ purchase of 
the Ellery Queen Mystery Show | 
slated to begin on the Dumont 
network Thursday nights at 9 pm. 
for a half hour starting Oct. 1, 

William Weintraub agency made | 


| Columbus, followin 
| by telecast, Aug. 17. 


will do “The Pretty Girl” for the, 
same outlet . . Dorothy O’Con- 
nor, production asst. on ABC-TV’s 
“Stop the Music,” is expanding her 
production activities . . Margot | 
Lee playing Beulah on NBC-TV’s | 


| ‘‘Menasha the Magnificent” . | 


Roscoe Karns, of DuMont’s “Inside 
Detective,” has sold his California 


definitely set it is expected to home to reside in Bronxville .. . 
follow general lines of MecNeill’s Allan Stevenson on “Starlight 
“Breakfast Club,” AM airer On Theatre” and “Detective’s Wite” | 
ABC. “Breakfast Club” regulars! 9n CBS-TV this week Tom |’ 
Johnny Desmond, Patsy Lee and | Loeb, Foote - Cone - Belding pro-, 
Sam Cowling will be used on the ducer, joins NBC-TV Sept. 1 to! 
, video series which will occupy the! team with Barry Wood. Latter, | 
Wednesday night 8 to 9 (CDT)| snared from CBS-TV, is exec pro-| 
period. ducer of upcoming hour-long Kate 


Smith cross-the- board series on 
NBC-TV Dick Kissinger to 
product-direct Disabled American 
Veterans’ “Garden of Stars” in 
Madison Sq. Garden Sept. 18. 
Harry Saltzman, production su- |! 
pervisor of Robert Montgomery’s 
NBC-TV stanza, has resigned. No| 
plans announced ... Frank Young, 
publicity manager of WPIX, leaves | 
the station shortly. His assistant, 
Clint Bolton, checked out last 


| week. L. A. Hollingworth is taking 


over as chief flack... Norma Ter- 


| ris, Eva Gabor,Bernie Hart and Ber- | 
{nard Sobel will be Mike O’Shea’s 
| guests on “Broadway Scrapbook” | 


Friday (18) on WPIX. Shea, | 
pinchhitting for Danton Walker | 
who returns Aug. 25, gets his own 


| WPIX airer Oct. 9. 
De Rochemont found more tele- | 


| Vision sets in use 
larger crowds being attracted to/| 





Hollywood 

Story-with-musie package star- | 
ring Lillian Roth has been pack- 
aged by James Schwartz Produc- | 
tions. George Callahan is script- 
ing...Charleen Hawkes inked to a 
one-year deal at KNBH, replacing 
Carole Richards on “On the Beat” | 
...The Sportsmen are featured in| 


|a series of teevee spot announce- | 


ments being made by Telefilm for 
Van Camp- Stokely... KECA-TV, 





| Co. 


| 


tional Football League games on 
Sept. 15 with Lilienfeld Bros. pick- 
ing up the tab for Corona Lark ci- 
gars.. Robert E. Callahan mapping 
a trek to all Indian reservations for 
a series of vidfilms based on Indian 
life and lore... Budget Pack picked 
up Al Burton’s “Tele-Teen Repor- 
ter” for another 13 weeks... 
KECA-TV set “Buck Bradley’s Ro- 
deo” for Saturday night lensing be- 
ginning Aug. 26...“Stop, Look and 
| Listen,” pantomime quiz show with 
}a geography angle, bows tomorrow 
| (16) over KECA-TV with Art Baker 
| presiding over a panel of four, in- 
|cluding two guests. Charles Her- 
bert packaged and Seymour Berns 
will direct. Transport Indemnity 
is bankrolling...RCA report- 
edly is dropping ‘“‘Kukla, Fran and 
Ollie” from KNBH lineup in the 
fall, which would open up much- 
needed time for local advertisers 
...Crosby Enterprises has decided 
to go ahead with a series of 52 15- 
minute telepix featuring antics of 
chimpanzees after eyeing the test 
reel turned out by Jerry Courneya 
Productions. Pix will cost about 
$1,200 each...Clark Dennis set for 
two guest shots on Ken Murray’s 
CBS vidshow this fall...‘*Eileen’s 
Song Parade,” half-hour musical 
variety teleshow starring Eileen 
Barton packaged by Charlie Wick 
.Betty Bligh signed as a regular 

Natalie Kalmus’ ‘“‘Club Cele- 
’ show on KNBH Tuesdays 





on 
brity’ 





Chicago 

ABC-TV's Saturday morning 
lineup gets another half-hour Aug. 
19 when “Animal Clinic,” featur- 
ing Veterinarian Dr. Wesley Young 
goes on the full net from Chi. Show 
in the 10-10:30 a.m. period pre- 
cedes “Acrobat Ranch” which bows 
same day in following half-hour 
segment for General Shoe Corp, 

: Albert Wharfield, former 
veepee in charge of agency rela- 
tions for C. E. Hooper, joins N. Y. 
office of A. C. Nielsen Co., as 
veepee and member of radio and 
tele sales staff . . Bill Snary has 
replaced Johnny Bradford as vocal- 
NBC's “‘Ransom Sherman 
Show.” Central Ice Cream 
Co., through Presba-Fellers & 
Presba, renewed 15-minute cross- 
the-board film series on WENR-TV 
. . . Jay Barrington, recent North- 
western grad, is new sportscaster- 
announcer at WDAF-TV, Kansas 
City, Mo. . . . J. Walter Thompson 
Chi tele department placing a 
series of video spots for Elgin 
Watch Co. . . Michell Barkas is 
producing the Universal Radio Pro- 
ductions package, “State’s Attor- 
ney Speaks,” which debuted Mon- 
day (7) on WGN-TV for Chi Used 
Car Dealer’s Assn . . . Sunda 
Love, featured on “Hollywood Tele- 
views” aired twice-weekly on 
WBKB, has copped a lead role in 
Tenthouse Theatre’s “Goodby My 
Fancy” running this week .. . 
Don McNeill and Breakfast Club 
gang have started prepping for 
their video stint preeming next 
month on ABC .. . . WNBQ’s week- 
ly half-hour “Pet Shop” returns 
Sept. 16  bankrolled i 
Evanger’s Kennel Foods . ; 
Murphy and Kay Westfall’s “Bob 
and Kay” two-hour’ daytimer 
woundup its hunt for most 
telegenic child of year Friday (11) 
after racking nearly 150,000 votes 


ist on 


‘starts beaming highlights of 14 Na-'| during three-week contest. 





Mail Order Network To | 
Bankroll Roller Stanza 


The Mail Order Network is get- 
ting into the video field with a 


| stanza titled ‘Roller Derby Scene.” | 


It will be beamed on a five-station 
i] 
| Boston, Cleveland, Cincinnati and 
g the roller der- 


MON will plug an instant photo | 
camera offer. The direct mail out- | 
fit at one time backed the Erv Vic- | 
tor program on WOR, N. Y., and) 
WGN, Chicago. 


Peter Paul’s TV Buy 


Naugatuck, Conn., Aug. 15. 
Peter Paul's most extensive ad, 





continue airing for Camels over the deal through Music Corp, of | campaign for its candy bars will, 





ABC’s ‘Sit or Miss’ 


shows based on parlor games, 


ABC-TV is skedding “Sit or Miss” | General 


on Sundays at 8:30 p.m. It's a tele 
version of musical chairs. 


Adding to the parade of video | eq 


} 


the CBS radio network in his pres- | “™evica. 


ent 7:30-8 p.m. slot on Saturdays. | 
lin Schaffner and Robert Peyson, | 
both ex-CBS-TV, will be director | 
and production manager, respec- | 





! 


1 


Grant Now With GAC | 
Jerry Grant, who formerly head- | 
his own tele agency, National | 
Television Productions, has joined | 
Artists Corp.’s TV 
radio dept. 

In addition to his GAC chores, 


| rely heavily on teevee as well as | 


radio, In video, PP is backing the | 
Hank McCune show on NBC-TV | 


a situation comedy produced in 
Hollywood. | 
PP radio activity has been aug-| 


R. Murrow newscasts over CBS’ | 


| 
| 


ABC-TV hookup covering Philly, | 


WPTZ’s SRO Sets 
TV Pace In Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 

Spot and participation business 
on WPTZ has reached new highs, 
and the station will have more 
sponsored program hours this fall 
than it had air time less than a 
year ago. A mid-summer survey 
made by Alexander W.. Dannen- 
baum, Jr., commercial manager, 
showed the SRO sign would be 


| tacked on virtually all of the sta- 


tion’s present participation shows. 

Before the windup of daylight 
saving time it will be next to im- 
possible to buy program time on 
WPTZ between 2 p. m. and mid- 
night, Dannenbaum said, because 
of present commercial commit- 
ments, the NBC network shows 
which WPTZ will carry and the 
air time the station must with- 


| on Saturdays, starting Sept. 9 It’s| hold from sale as a matter of 


policy. 
“Every locally sponsored pro- 
gram carried last season on WPTZ 


and mented by the purchase of Edward has been renewed,” Dannenbaum 


said, “And sponsors are showing 


. ; Pacific hookup. This is in addition | increased interest in daytime tele- 
Kay Westfall and George Sotos Grant is also w riting a column for | to its current local news shows and vision, which will coouit in still 


will be co-emcees. | Spin mag, published in Chicago. national spot campaign, i better daytime programs.” 
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Latter moves over to the Nash TV 
dramatic show. on CBS... , 


' 
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Y &R Alumni Assn. 


A run-through of the NBC-CBS video production mahouts today 
reads like a page out of a “Young & Rubicam Year Book’’ cover- 
ing years of Y & R’s preeminence in big-league commercial radio 


programming. 


Y & R alumni now doing TV network duty include Sylvester L. 
(Pat) Weaver, tele chief at NBC; his chief aide, Fred Wile; Sam 
Fuller, who goes back to the Gulf-sponsored Phil Baker show and 
who is currently on the NBC production staff; Pete Barnum, also 


on the NBC-TV payroll, 


and the brace of CBS program toppers, 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr., and Harry Ackerman, who were successively 
boss man in Y & R’s radio dept., and are now doing double AM-TV 


duty for Bill Paley. 


Doug Coulter and Carl Stanton, now both in NBC video, are 
other erstwhile agency radio men who operated on a director- 


ship level. 








TV Burns Up Celluloid With Eighth 


Of Total N.Y. Programming Now Pix 


Public acceptance of films on? 


television has increased to the 
point where video outlets in N.Y. 
are now devoting about an eighth | 
of their total programming time to | 
celluloid features, and still more | 
is being added. 

In Gotham more than 40 hours 
a week are being given over to the 
pix, abeut twice the 22 hours films 
occupied last year. Typical of the 
changed attitude is that of WOR- 
TV, N. Y., which when it preemed 
last October announced that it 
would completely bypass films. 
This week 17 of its 46 hours of 
programming (not counting 15 
hours weekly of its ‘“Tele-Fax 
News’) is on reels. 

Reason for WOR-TV’s policy re- 
versal is economic. Live local 
shows,, it’s figured, just can’t be 
produced cheaply enough to garner 
consistent ratings. Station foynd 
its three-hour ‘Ford Movie Night” 
of double features on Mondays so 
successful it is adding a triple fea- 
ture of whodunit’s on Sundays. Its 
Italian language features on Sat- 
urdays, which had been edited to 
one hour, will now run 90 minutes. 


WABD, DuMon’t N. Y. key, is| 


adding “Sunday Matinee,” a _ full 
three-hour pic show with some big 
league Hollywood features, which 
will get under way on Sept. 10. 
The outlet is also skedding “Serial 
Theatre,” screening a chapter of a 
different serial daily for kids. Suc- 
cessive episodes will be beamed on 
the same day the following week, 
until all chapters have been shown. 


(Continued on page 34) 


Speidel Buys NBC 


Time for Drama 


The Speidel watch band com- 
pany has purchased the Monday 
night 8 to 8:30 NBC-TV time and 
will install a dramatic stanza in 
the segment. Time was recently 
relinquished by Chevrolet, which 
also had a dramatic series in the 
niche last season. 

Speidel previously had made 
overtures toward buying every 
fourth week of the Sunday night 8 
to 9 rotating-star series, which Col- 
gate is sponsoring next season on 
the other three Sundays of each 
raonth. However, in a last-minute 
change of mind, Speidel decided 
it preferred the commercial impact 
of a weekly showcase rather than 
once a month. 


Ford Dealers Bankroll 








WKY Univ. of Okla. Games: 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 15. 

Home football games of the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma will again be 
aired by WKY-TV this season, it 
was disclosed by station manager 
P. A. Sugg, after the school’s board 
of regents okayed a contract last 
week. Negotiations for the video 
rights had been underway for sev- 
eral weeks. 

Oklahoma Ford dealers will 
bankroll the five-game home sched- 
ule. Regents board gave the green- 
light following a meeting with Sugg 
in which he discussed the value of 
TV as a liaison between the uni- 
versity and the people of the state. 











Ameche’s ‘Holiday Hotel’. 


Don Ameche has been signed by | 


Packard, via Young & Rubicam, to 
replace Edward Everett Horton as 
host of its ““Holiday Hotel’ stanza 
on ABC-TV. 

When the show returns from its 
summer hiatus it will move up 30 
minutes to Thursdays at 9 p.m., 
follow the “Stop the Music” 
version. 





Clients Now Ask. 


Right to Cancel 


In View of Crisis 


Uncertainty of the war situation | (jampioning the cause of daytime | “Breakfast Club” 


A quarter-hour of Kate) radio. 
Smith or anybody else at $13,000,/tab of an hour drama alternating 


because of the Korean crisis is 


forcing the TV and radio networks | 
to provide bankrollers with an out | 


from their contracts in case Gov- 
ernment orders require curtail- 
ment of civilian production. 

As in World War II, broadcast- 


ing — along with other media — 
had to give spenders protection 
when war production _ efforts 


brought about changes in their ad- 
vertising campaigns. Some _ spon- 
sors demanded the release from 
their pacts under the iffy clause. 
At present there have been only 
a few instances of bankrollers 
pulling out because of the changed 
manufacturing conditions, such as 
Norge on-TV_ and_ International 
Harvester on-AM. Standard war 
cancellation clauses may be _ in- 
serted in pacts by some webs. At 
ABC, it’s reported, there will not 
be a standard clause, but manu- 
facturers with special problems 
will have clauses covering their 
needs written 
ments with the web. 


Dinah Fluffs 256 Bid 
To Blurb GE Products; 
Fear Product Conflict 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Offer of $25,000 for a series of 
10 one-minute spots endorsing 
General Electric products was 
turned down by Dinah Shore after 
her pérsonal manager, Henry 
Jaffe, advised her that such a deal 
could cut deeply into future rev- 
enue. Original bid came through 
Music Corp. of America and was 
turned over to Jaffe for final ap- 
proval. 

Jaffe suggested the nix on the 
grounds that promiscuous endorse- 
ment of products might make it 
difficult to negotiate for future 
program sponsors. Additionally, 
he pointed out that such endorse- 
ments might hamper guest ap- 
pearances which could produce 
more revenue. As an examule, he 
cited Miss Shore’s Sept. 14 gues- 
tint on the Bob Hope television 
program for Frigidaire. A blanket 
plug for GC products, including 
refrigerators, undoubtedly would 
prevent Miss Shore from appear- 
ing on a program sponsored by a 
competitive firm. 





to | 
tele- | 


into their agree-| 


AGENCIES FEAR 
GOIN-HAPPY” ER 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


NBC’s peddling of the upcoming 
Kate Smith afternoon video show, 
| at $13,000 per quarter-hour seg- 
|ment on a five-times-a-week basis 
|has been meeting with agency- 
client resistance. On the basis 
bes a full-hour sellout, it would 
| fetch the network a tidy $52,000 a 
| week and, projected on a 52-week 
| basis, bring cumulative billings in 
excess of $2,500,000. 

The agencies, in effect, consider 
{the $13,000 weekly tab for 15 
minutes of programming too rich 
for clients’ blood at this stage of 
'the afternoon TV game. They take 
| the position that current TV cir-| 
| culation figures, when projected on | 
'a national basis, don’t warrant 
| that kind of coin, particularly for 
a personality who has still to 
demonstrate her impact on video 
|audiences. But more important, 
they’re asking: “How can we com- 
mit our client to that kind of 
money for afternoon program- 
ming in the fact of a universal 
recognition that daytime radio, far 
from being hurt by TV’s inroads, 
is destined for even wider accep- 
tance in the future?” 

Even with radio’s far-greater na- 
tional penetration and ability to 
deliver millions of daytime listen- 
ers, AM’s ability to lure major 
sponsors for morning and after-| 
noon programming was predicated 
on low-cost programming, the 
agencies point out. Average cost 
of even- the top-rated daytime 
serials, for example, runs around 

















Mutual-Gillette 6006 Sews Up World 


Series Rights 


Flash! Hoppy Rescued 


Detroit, Aug. 15. 

Hopalong Cassidy, otherwise 
known as Bill Boyd, usualy 
goes to the rescue of someone. 
But when he left his horse 
Topper on shore to pilot a 
yacht he had to call for help. 

Cruising back from. Georg- 
ian Bay with Manferd Bur- 
leigh, Grosse Pointe yachting 
enthusiast, their motor cruiser 
ran out of gasoline and a dis- 
tress signal was raised over the 
boat. 

Sherwood Anderson, a St. 
Clair, Mich, ferryman, furn- 
ished more gasoline. Boyd con- 
tinued to Detroit. 











TV Set Mfrs. 





| 


Not Pulling Out 
Of Medium—Yet 


Fear that television set man- | 


ufacturers might desert the medi- Pe on. a pool besis to all 


| stations wanting to carry the 


um as video cities reach the cir- 


culation szturation point is being | 
allayed by additional expenditures 
by the set makers, such as Philco | 
and Magnavox. 

Philco, originally announced as 
backing half of the Don McNeill | 
tele show on ABC-TV, will Sponsor | 


$2,000 to $2,500 a week — a factor,|the entire hour (see _ separate | 
| they cite, that has kept Procter | story). Philco, incidentally, also 
|& Gamble, General Foods, etc.,| backs a segment of McNeill’s 


radio. 


they add, can only have the ef- 
| fect of driving them away. 


Scare Off Sponsors? 


Chief concern of the agencies, 
however, is what they character- 
ize as TV’s “coin-happy” era, with 
its attendant spiraling of pro- 
gramming costs which, they fear, 
will only hurt the cause of com- 
mercial video and inevitably scare 
off more and more sponsors. 

The agencies are squawking 
over the “runaway prices” which, 
they maintain, has the sponsor in 
the middle of an economic tail- 
spin. While only a year ago a 
$25,000-a-week package just about 
hit a peak level, this fall the 25G 
shows will be circuiting the~net- 
work video channels on an almost 
nightly basis, with some _ shows 
even pegged in the $30,000 and 
$40,000 bracket, and at least one 
(Colgate’s _ star-rotating Sunday 
night NBC show) hitting an all- 
|time high of $60,000 a week. 

They recall all too vividly how 
radio took it on the chin because 
of inflationary prices for programs 
and personalities, déspite its abil- 
ity to deliver coast-to-coast audi- 
ences far transcending TV’s pres- 
ent circulation. Yet in appraising 
the much stiffer bankrolling tar- 


season, they’re alarmed over the 
fact that, despite all the coin 
abuses of the past, “AM was never 
this bad.” 


‘CINCY AT SUNSET’ 
GETS WEB SPREAD 


Cincinnati, Aug. 15. 
WLW-TV special ‘Cincinnati 
at Sunset” half-hour show Tuesday 





the first Cincy TV origination for 
a major network. Show will utilize 
production numbers, narrative and 
film in musically depicting Cincin- 
nati scenic and historical land- 
marks. 

Crosley staffers taking part in- 
clude Ann Ryan, Corky Robbins, 
Gene Griffin, Bettie Clooney, Bill 
Thall, Bob Shreve, Skyliners, Ken- 
tucky Briarhoppers, and Loe Lugar 
orchestra, with Bill McCord as nar- 
rator. Jim Hill and Bob Gilbert 
}are producers, 





iffs attending the upcoming TV) 


night will feed to NBC, marking | 





show on ABC 
Magnavox is to pick up the 


with “Ford Theatre” on CBS-TV. 

Behind the fear of tele set firms 
pulling out of the medium is the 
fact that with some cities (such as 
New York) reaching a 40% TV pen- 
etration, a commercial on tele will 
not reach potential buyers. In pre- 
vious days there was much more 
visiting of friends who had TV sets 
but today (with so large a propor- 
tion of the population in these 
cities having sets) the visiting has 
declined. 

One factor which may keep TV 
advertisers in the medium is the 


(Continued on page 34) 


Mpls. Has a TV Ripley; 
Baseball Grosses Down 
Since Televising Stopped 


Minneapolis, Aug. 15. 

Although the Minneapolis Amer- 
ican Assn. baseball team is play- 
ing good ball and is in third place 
in the standings, attendance at 
Nicollet Park during the present 
stand actually has dwindled since 
KSTP was compelled by the city 
electrical inspector to stop televis- 
ing the contests. 





WTCN is still televising St. Paul | 


American Assn. baseball games 
and although the town has much 
less population than Minneapolis 
and the Saints, in four place, 
haven't been playing so good base- 


ball as the Miller, attendance there | 


continues to run neck and neck 
with that of the non-televising Min- 
neapolis team. 

Twin City sports writers now are 
starting to wonder if this indicates | 
that televising actually helps at- 
tendance, instead of hurting it as | 
some club owners have been con- | 
tending. 


Goodrich’s TV Newscast 


B. F. Goodrich has bought a 15- 
minute newscast with John Daly | 
on CBS-TV Sundays at 10 p.m., 
starting Aug. 27, It will run five 
weeks until the return of Good- 





rich’s “Celebrity Time” to the 10- | 


10:30 p.m, slot. 
Agency is BBD&O, 


+ Mutual 


|its agency, 
video web on which it would go, 


As Deadline Nears 


network. and Gillette 
Safety Razor Corp. yesterday 
(Tues.) met a $600,000 bid for ex- 
clusive video rights to the 195€ 
| World Series which had been made 
| Monday (14) by DuMont on behalf 
of Chevrolet. 

Since Gillette and MBS have 
the AM rights to the games they 
need only meet the bid of any 
other competitor, provided they 
match it within 24 hours. Closing 
date for the dickering is Satur- 
day (19). Last month DuMont made 
a $510,000 offer which the MBS- 
Gillette combo equalled. Gillette 
has first and last refusal for TV. 

If Mutual winds up with both 
the AM and TV rights for Gillette, 
it would be up to the sponsor and 
Maxon, to select the 


since MBS does not have a tele 
chain of its own. Its stockholder sta- 
tions however, own four TV sta- 
tions and these would have to carry 
the series. In N. Y. WOR-TV would 
beam the diamond classic, with 
WNBT or WCBS-TV also airing 
them if NBC-TV or CBS-TV gets 





| the nod. 


The prime importance of sports 
4 . is pointed up by the fact 
in 1949 Gillette paid only 
$238, 000 for the tele rights. 
Last year the series was made 


games. This year, if an outlet 
wants to beam the game gratis 
MBS and Gillette would permit 
| it, but would not be under obligé 
tion to buy additional coverage. 


Bolger Mulls NBC 
Colgate Series 


Ray Bolger, who last week said 
he “didn’t want to dance” for NBC 
radio, may relent to go on NBC- 
TV’s Sunday . “Colgate Comedy 
Hour.” With the Bolger Broad- 
way musical ‘“Where’s Charley?” 
closing, the terper-singer is re- 
portedly interested in the NBC 
video stint which will have its 
stars rotate on a monthly basis. 

Eddie Cantor will kick off the 
Colgate 60-minute show on Sun- 
day, Sept. 10, at 8 p.m. Dean Mar- 
tin and Jerry Lewis will follow on 
the Sept. 17 show and Fred Allen 
takes over on Sept. 24. The fourth 
position is currently vacant, but 
NBC hopes to ink Bolger for it. 

Sam Fuller, exec producer, and 
director Kingman T. Moore are 
on the Coast, together with staffers 
Ernie Glucksman and _ Charles 
Friedman, consulting with Cantor 
on his stint. 

NBC-TV’s other rotating show, 
Wednesdays at 8-9 p.m., will prob- 
ably kick off on Oct. 4, with Jimmy 
Durante starred. Ed Wynn will 
take the third position. Second and 
fourth spots are still open with 
the web talking to Danny Thomas 
and Spike Jones. 


NIELSEN AUDIMETER 
SAMPLING SET TO GO 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 











A. C. Nielsen’s mailable audi- 
meter manufacturing program is 
now completed, and the instru- 
;ments installed in enough TV 
homes to give an adequite sample 
| for the firm’s National Television 
|Index reports starting Sept. 1. Cur- 
/rently the reports are based upon 
a combination of the audimeter and 
‘coincidental phone calls. Latter 
method of gathering data will be 
dropped at the end of this month. 
| Nielsen points out as advantages 
of using only audimeter sampling: 
| increased accuracy, with automatic 
| recording of data, inclusion of non- 
|phone homes, and coverage of en- 
|tire 50-mile area around each TV 
‘city; faster delivery of reports; 
| Separate ratings for each week; 
new types of information such as 
duplication of audience, measure- 
ment of total audience viewing na- 
tional spot announcements, - 
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BATTLE REPORT ~- 

With Robert McCormick; Under- 
Sec. C. J. MeCormick, John’! 
Steelman, Steve Early, Sen. 
Brien McMahon, Vice-Adm. J. C. 
McCrae, guests 

Producer: Ted Ayers 

Superviser: Francis C. McCall 

30 Mins.; Sun. (13), 8 p.m. 


Sustaining 
NBC-TY, from Washington 

“Battle Report’ reported no 
battles. 


Basically, the idea is excellent. 
However, the execution was any- 
thing but adept. If this is to be 
a weekly official briefing of the 
people of the United States, let it 
wear the mantle of crisp, authori- 
tative precision of an authentic 
briefing. It must be made to live. 

If the first of the series is to set 
the pattern for the following pro- 
grams, the audience will be small, 
and there will be few who delib- 


| BILL FARRELL SHOW 





‘THE MUSIC MAKERS 


With Bruce Chase Orch; Dick With Jimmy, Bob, Hal and Jac- 
Drake, Peggy Murdoch, guests _ queline Giese 

Producer: Ray Freedman | Preducer-director: Bill Robb 

Director: Dick Ortner | 15 Mins.; Sun., 6:45 p.m. 

130 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m. 'KEYL, San Antonio « 

TELETRONICS | A fast moving quarter-hour tele- | 

WENR-TV, Chicago cast featuring popular and old 
(Freedman) favorite weStern ballads and Gos- 


pel hymns is this opus featuring 


’s the makings of a fairly 
pai ’ : the Musie Makers, favorites for 


strong tele show built around Bill 
Farrell, new singing find. But 
preem (8) was a couple of ‘re- 
hearsals away from a successful 
entry. On basis of loosely-produced 
initial frame, much work needs to 
be done in all departments. 


Farrell projected a _ pleasant 
youthful personality which with a 
bit more poise and more sympa- 
thetic lensing should fit well into 
the medium. His vocalizing regis- 
ters strongly, especially with the 
younger set, but too-frequent use 
of closeup shots tended to exagger- 


cast band, who have made the 
transition well to TV. 

For those who like cowboy mu- 
sic (as who doesn’t in Texas) and 


ments, this will be a “must” pro- 
gram, as the group both pleases 
the eyes and the ears with their 
offerings. 

Group is well balanced-on the 
musical side with Jim on the 
standard guitar, Bob on the steel 
guitar, Hal on the bass fiddle and 
Jacqueline or Jackie, on the ac- 
cordion. Jackie and Jim are heard 


some years on the standard broad- | 


Gospel Hymns in novel arrange- | 


ate his facial mannerisms. 


Little attempt was made to add 
production values to Farrell’s sing- 
ing, with two of his three songs 
presented in standard standup 
fashion fronting the band. 


Dick Drake’s guest appearance 
was a high spot of the session, the 
|deadpan comic scoring with his 
mandolin routine. Thrush Peggy 
Murdoch also put in a brief ap- 
pearance, singing nicely. Backing 
by Bruce Chase and band was okay. 
Technical crew had _ difficulty 
keeping the talent on camera; 
someone also called for an over- 
abundanee of closeups; Com- 
mercials were pretty standard. 
, Dave. 


erately seek out their NBC chan- 
nel at 8 p.m. on Sundays. It might 
be well for the producers of this 
series to attend a few War Room 
briefings in the Pentagon to learn 
how to breathe life into “Battle Re- 
port.” 

Sunday’s speakers were obvi- 
ously key officials who knew their 
departments and subjects well, but 


the viewer doesn’t get that impres- | 
sion as the speakers read and stum-! 
ble through their “briefings.” Each 
speaker must be made familiar 
enough with his subject that a 
written speech is not. required. 
Surely, a four or five-minute talk 
shouldn’t require a well-informed | 
man to need more than five or six ~FARLE PUDNEY 
key words on a seldom-used card 15 Mins.; Tues., 7:30 p.m. 
to steer his thoughts on the entire FORST PACKING CO. 
subject. | WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
Nothing is more deadly than to Earle Pudney, who plays piano 
watch a speaker read his every and sings on a WGY, Schenectady, 
word without once. glancing at the disk jockey morning show. and di- 
camera. This they all did, with the rects productions at that station, 
exception of Averill Harriman’s is now soloing in video. He had 
filmed stint. And the reading, if been accompanist for Sue Yager 
not done from a paper on the'on Forst’s “Musical Hostess,” but 
speaker’s desk, was done from for the summer is working alone, 
blackboards out of camera range— | even with the commercials. It’s a 
and sometimes out of speaker's moderately viewable program, 
range, too, as in Steve Early’s case| more solid on the instrumental 
“when he had to motion a produc-| side though passable on vocals. 
tion aide aside so he could see the | angularized. position for 


/ | An 
blackboard. piano might be more helpful. 


Have the speakers say some-| Ren i ‘ 
thing, not. merely ‘fill their'allotted | Medium-distanced, full-faced shots 
time. Example: Sen. McMahon 
told of: information on atomic) 
weapons being made public within | 
the pox 24, gE ae talk | 
touched on none o is informa- | 
tion, — if moe might neve KLAC-TV Band Remotes 
stimulated viewer! interest .to the » 

oint of getting the booklet from | ’ 
the government oe office, or | F rom H wood Palladium 
at least seeking out the stories in - 
the daily papers. McMahon's noth- Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
ing - that - hasn’t - been-said-before | One hour remote from the Pal- 
(and probably better) talk lost the! ladium Ballroom kicks off next 
interest of this viewer to the point Tuesday (22) over KLAC-TV, with 
of missing the name of the follow- Don Otis emceeing. a six-act lay- 
ing speaker. ;out and the terpery’s current 

But this is television—and TV name-band attraction dishing the 
fs video as well as audio. Nothing | music. Opening shol will have 
is more boring than a long list of Jerry Gray band, currently in its 
statistics, even though they are re-| fourth week at the Palladium. 





closeups, are better. Jaco. 





every word to get the meat of the) 


data. It’s hard to concentrate on 28¢ at a flat $1,975, and is paying 


figures being read while at the all costs save for one-third of the | 


same time the viewer is being dis- band price. Crew will get scale of 
concerted . by rather painful | $13.80 plus $3 for makeup of the 
squirmings of the reader. This was show and $2.30 per hour for each 
especially true during the McCor- 30 minutes of rehearsal time after 
mick-Wells briefing on the ade- the first half-hour. Batoneer gets 
quate food supply. Their informa- $20.70 plus the $3 fee and $3.45 


| 
| 


,across the cover are not too at-, 
tractive; side views, and occasional 


in solo singing spots, and join for 
duets and with the addition of 
Bob make up a trio. 

Songs range from 
Cowboy Joe” to the hymn “It 
Takes The Storm Clouds to Form 
the Rainbow.” Individual instru- 
ment solo spots also aids in the 
presentation. 

Entire group is dressed in reg- 
ular cowboy costume against a 
western backdrop which is very 
effective. Jim handles the m.e. 
chores in fine manner. 

Absence of the screeching vio- 
lins common to most western com- 
bos is another factor which should 
add to their popularity in this new 
series, Andy. 


SEATTLE TV SPORTS 
LURES INSURANCE COIN 


Seattle, Aug. 15. 

Federal Old Line Insurance Co. 
here has bought exclusive spon- 
sorship rights’ to a selected group 
of Seattle high school athletic 
events and holds an option to pur- 
chase other games. 

Group of games already pur- 
chased include night games which 


will be televised over KING-TV. | 


Present plans are for station to 
sell single or group sponsorship 
for daytime games, with Federal’s 
exclusive deal assuring it of rights 
on any games it wants to sponsor. 


KTLA’s 12-Hour Day 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Paramount videoutlet 





KTLA, 


urday (19) when it starts beaming 
at 11 a. m. Station will maintain 
an 11 a. m.-1l p. m. schedule every 
Saturday. 

Opening hour has been sold to 
Red Goose Shoes for serialized 
westerns. Each of three western 
pix will be clipped at the 18-min- 
ute mark and carry over so that 
three features will be completed in 
each three-week cycle. Program- 
ming from noon to 6 p .m., former 


Sign-on time, hasn't been set. 
assuring if the viewer hangs on’ yy ac ry is offering the pack-| 





KSTP’s ‘Square Dance Party’ 
_ Minneapolis, Aug. 15. 
KSTP, Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
NBC affiliate, preemed a “Square 
Dance Party” Aug. 8, Monday, 8- 
8:30. 
Party features live in. person 
caller and 16 volunteer dancers 


‘from the studio audience. 





tion could have been_ presented | ¢ h 1 overages. 
much more effectively by the use| Se ee 
of charts with the voices as the 
audio background. 


Get the speakers away from their 
desks, and make them learn their 
subjects well enough to speak off | 
the cuff (or at least make it appear | 
80}. 


Inside Television 


Lease of the Center theatre, N. Y., by NBC for a three-year period in 


“Ragtime | 





Load the half-hour with maps 
and charts. (Only once in the ini- 
tial program was good use made 
in this field—the Steve Early ani- 
mated map of Korea). Even a 
table-top flipover presentation is 
better than a boring recital with 
camera focused on the speaker. In- 
still a visual interest. 


Last, and certainly not least— 
some time should be allotted to a 
briefing of the actual tactical situ- 
ation, ground-sea-air, during the 


past week. Let a ground force) 


officer tell the ground situation; 
the progress and reversals; the 
enemy capabilities and probabili- 
- ties (within the realm of security); 
the casualties, both our own and 
the enemy’s; enemy concentrations, 
ete. An air force man should show 
bombings and _ strafings, results, 
number of sorties flown, etc. Brief- 
ing on naval activity should be 
done by an officer from that branch 
of service. Give the bad news as 
well as the good. That'll help stim- 
ulate confidence in the entire pro- 
gram. 


“Battle Report” could easily be- 
come the present-day FDR Fireside 
Chat; but it must be made punchy, 
precise, animated and: SS 

' Wils. 


an expansion of TV studio facilities, was for a consideration of $250,000. 
a year. However, considerable more coin will be put into reconverting 
the theatre for TV purposes. Originally it was intended to do a complete 
overhaul of the property, with the web prepared to spend an approxi- 
mate $2,000,000, but the Korean situation cued a change in plans, 
with only necessary renovations now scheduled. However, the site 
may eventually be used as the nucleus for a top-budgeted TV studio 
oe That depends on Korea and its effect on the TV economic 
| picture. 

| Gus Eyssell, representing the Rockefeller interests, owners of. the 


Center theatre, signatured the lend-lease deal with Joseph H. McCon-. 


nell, NBC prexy. Meanwhile, NBC announced this week that its 8-H 
studio in Radio City will also be reconstructed for video purposes. 





New method of short-cutting video production costs is being. worked 
out on the Coast by United Television Artists and Wyman Productions, 
both of which are operating out of the Hal Roach studios. Since UTP 


plans a series of 26 “Robin Hood” vidpix to start next month and Wy- | 


man will get under way about the same time with an “Arabian Nights” 
series, they’ve made plans to utilize the same sets wherever possible 
and split the costs. Each will need castles, forest scenes and period 
costumes, and it’s figured a considerable saving can be effected. In- 
cidentally, Bill Asher, who will write and direct UTP’s “Robin Hood” 
series figures the pix will cost about $15,000 each. 





The usual procedure of television characters moving into mer- | 


chandising and the licensing of products is being reversed in the case 
of Raggedy Ann, the doll which is credited with selling $50,000,000 
worth of goods since 1919. The Johnny Gruelle Co., through pro- 
ducer Lawrence L. Wynn, is now negotiating to put its children’s 
property on TV. 

_ Raggedy Ann has been in beeks, motion pictures, records and. mu- 
sical comedy, as well as in a variety of merchandise. 





ooure ~ ¢ 





“Studs Place,” Chi-originated 
| NBC sustainer, due for a fall axing 
/ unless a sponsor is found, made 


its strongest bid for survival 
Thursday night (10). If good video 
is more than radio plus vision and 
supplants the technical superiority 
of Hollywood product with intima- 
cy ahd spontaneity, this particular 
segment rates high. On this visit 
to the corner rib joint, regular 
members of the Studs Place gang 


| were found involved in a delicate | 
Tale was simple, | 


| family situation. : 
but honest, adult handling gave it 
unusual dramatic impact. It dealt 


with an expectant father who was | 
about to do a run-out rather than | 
face his additional responsibility. | 


Also, he was obviously embarrass- 
ed by his wife’s condition when 
she made an unexpected appear- 
ance in the eater-. The regulars 
made a big fuss over the mother- 
to-be and threw an impromptu 
shower for her. After which the 
chagrined husband blew up, send- 
ing the wife home in tears. The 
future pop was puf back on the 
track by a rather centrived happy 
ending whieh had the proprietor 
Studs Terkel and a neighborhood 
kid who pretended to be Studs’ 
| youngster engage in some father 
and son banter about baseball. 


One of the best bits of a con-| 


sistently fine portrayal by the_en- 
tire cast, was Eloise Kurirmer’s job 
as the expectant mother. The reg- 
ulars, Studs Terkel, Beverly Young- 
er, Win Stracke and Chet Roble 
seemed especially well attuned for 
this show. Les Podewell did well 
in ‘the least believable role—that 
| of the husband. Bardwell Patton 
| was Strong as the’ youngster and 
Catherine Payne registered in her 
brief bit. Producer Jen Park, di- 
rector Dan Petrie and idea man 
Mary David deserve a bow for 
their sensitive treatment that 
skirted a taboo. 





Peter Lind Hayes and Mary 


Healy helming “The Stork Club,” 


appear to be one of the most in- 
gratiating couples in video. 
, amiable line of chatter and evident 
{charm are probably the strongest 
assets of this 
| show, If allowed to romp through 
15 minutes on their own could 


Their | 
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|\stave off their being sold in the 
'vendue. 


| Kyle MacDonnell, vocalist who 
j}had her own NBC-TV show and 
‘later was featured in “Touch and 
|Go” on Broadway, was starred as 
a giddy, extravagant young widow 
_who wanted to get a new husband 
‘to save her from the vendue. This 
|brought in triangular complica- 
|tions, with the local pastor want- 
‘ing to marry her although she 
loves a dashing sea captain whose 
mind isn’t on weddings. In the 
end she marries the mariner and 
the reverend illegalizes the ven- 
due. 


Miss MacDonnell whose video 
chirping clicks, lacked the thesping 
flexibility to put over the role. 
i\She failed to catch the full range 
of emotions the situation required, 
although her exuberance regis- 
| tered in scenes which called for 
flightiness and gayety. E. " 
Marshall as the reverend and 
|George Reeves as the captain were 
i\both good and the supporting 
‘players did well. Treatment of 
ithe cast credits, in which the per- 
\formers’ previous Broadway and 
‘video appearances were recited a 
‘la the legit Playbill, is a practice 
‘other stanzas might wel! adopt. 





Ford’s Jack Haley show picked 
up considerably : with Thursday's 
(10) session.: Aside from a good 
collection of acts, some sturdy tal- 
ent was recruited for the sketches 
to give the program a revue flavor. 

Probably the outstanding per- 
former was Jules Munshin, whose 
solo work: was. incidental to his 
| contributions in the sketches. Mun- 


} 
' 


i shin gave authority to these bits 


| that brought out some good writing 
and at times overshadowed Haley. 
| His efforts in an elevator bit was 
lone of the highlights of the dis- 
| play. 

Mary McCarty also did some 
| good work in the written portions 
| of the show, but she seemed to be 
punching too hard to get optimum 
effect. 


The sketches were surrounded 
| by some good variety turns. An- 
-tHfony, Allyn & .Hodges made a 


CBS-TV - glamor | 800d opens impression with sa- 


| tiric ballroomology. The trio have 
| some good burlesque. movements 


| probably make one of the better| and get a maximum number of 


| entertaining sequences in tele. 


| However, they’re tied down to a 
here, boosts its programming Sat- | 
guests to do justice to each. In- 
|terviews are capsuled to a mini- 
must necessarily 


formula that includes too many 


{ 


mum and they 
let a good bit of interview material 
go by the wayside. Monday's (14) 


| program, containing the usual quo- 


| beauts from “The Petty Girl” (Col) 
| carried interviews with Bruce Ben- 
/nett, Lex Barker, tennis star Billy 
| Talbert, and Arlene Dahl, which 
is a pretty heavy roster for a 15- 
minute program, The N. Y. World- 
Telly’s Frank Farrell and the N. Y. 
Daily News’ Robert Sylvester also 
showed up for the show. 


Although the Sherman Billings- 
ley hospice «isn't the best setting 
‘for a song-session, Hayes and Miss 
Healy did excellently with “Baby 
| It's. Cold Outside.” 





DuMont’'s “Starlit Time” on Sun- 
day (13) offered a pleasant hour- 
long intimate variety with a South 
American motif, via an imaginary 
trip to Brazil. Guest star Delora 
Bueno, a Latino thrush, gave the 
alrer a gay uplift. Her songs in 
French, Portuguese and English 
were neatly put over and her 
charming manner as hostess lent 
, a warm, informal quality. 


{ Among the regulars on the stan- 
<% Phil Hanna clicked with his 
romantic tunes and Bibi Oster- 
wald got over the comedy vocals. 
Reggie Beane Trio had an engag- 
ing style and provided good musi- 
cal backing. Comedienne Minnie 
‘Jo Curtis, who has a femme an- 
nouncer role, acquitted herself 
well, but Ed Holmes, who handles 
the comedy assignment, had little 
to do. Gordon Dilworth scored 
neatly with a sea chanty. How- 
ever, Harmoneers mate trio de- 
tracted. Diana Corday, subbing 
for Holly Harris, was weak in the 
chirping department. Sondra and 
Sam did some fair terping turns 


and Roberto registered well with 
his vocals. 








“Kraft Television Theatre” last 
Wednesday (9) offered an amusing 
but inconsistent production of 
‘Feathers in a Gale.” The vehicle 
provides 


New England custém of the 
widow's vendue.” 
practice involved selling widows, 


‘unable to pay their debts, as in- | 


|ta of well-knowns plus a brace of | fective. 


| laughs as a result of their efforts. 
Flamenco dancer Trini Reyes; a 
standard nitery turn, knows her 
| Castillian terps. Dances had an 
| authentic flavor and her execution 
| brought out the fiery tenor of these 
| terps. 
|. Jimmy Carroll displayed a 
| smooth tenor that's extremely ef- 
| His song work was sur- 
/rounded with some tasty ballet 
that provided all-round satisfaction. 
|. Production itself was -miscued. 
| Haley and Miss McCarty had te 
o cut off midtune because of over- 
ime, 





|. NBC-TV’s “Masterpiece Play- 
Pe pa production of Luigi Piran- 
|dello’s “Six Characters in Search 
of an Author” was mature tele- 
, vision—the McCoy. It had mov- 
ing drama and emotion, sharp 
philosophical observations on life, 
and brilliant comment on the 
theatre, acting and television it- 
{self. The play, which is rarely 
| performed, represented an ambiti- 
|ous undertaking. But, although it 
| was staged with a minimum of set- 
tings and props in the arena style, 
jit regtstered powerfully. 

The classic of the six characters, 
abandoned by a playwright but in- 
Sisting on living out their roles, 
,was sensitively and imaginatively 
brought up to date. The char- 
‘acters interrupted a video re- 
_hearsal of “Romeo and Juliet” 
ae beseeched the director to let 
them play their parts. This was 
done in a world which was béth 
the real world of the tele studio 
|and the equally real world of the 
| characters, which gave the produc- 
tion a fourth dimension. There 
/was, for example, the characters’ 
|laughter and anger at the way the 
TV thespers tried to reenact the 
scenes the characters had just 
lived. “That isn’t the way it hap- 
pened,” one character told the di- 
rector, “You just want to make it 
a sticky romance.” Defending the 
tele actors, the director explained, 
“They may. not be good, but 
they’re quick, and_ television 
doesn't have much time.” And 








the actor retorted, “I don’t have to 


Stand for this, I can still get work 
in radio.” 
‘have been too tradey, but gen- 
a charming piece of Hat it was good. 

‘Americana in the oldtime (1803) | ens a father whe let bis Wife 
This feuda] because she bored him. Later, un- 


Some of this might 
The play within the play con- 


knowingly, he picked up his step 
daughter in a cheap dance-hall. 


‘dentured servants.’ ‘Story revolved | His son, brought up “respectably,” 


jaround three widows’ attempts to/. 


(Continued on page 34) 
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BRUSHEROO FOR TV SCRIPTERS? 





Philly TV on Horns of a Talent 
Dilemma As Jobs Go Begging 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 
Paucity of promising television 
material in this area, and the 
almost general disinterest of book- 


ingagents in digging up same, finds | 
literally | 


Philly video stations 
starving for talent. The fact that 
there are good salaries and steady 
work being ignored by performers 
further baffles the local TV pro- 
grammers. 


The scarcity of local talent has | 


slowed attempts to put on station 
shows that would hold up. In New 
York, 
they are unable to audition the | 
thousands that turn up. No such | 
deluge faces Philly’s video en- 
trepreneurs, who have to turn) 
talent scouts and cover the night 
clubs and musical bars for new 
faces. 

Rolland Tooke, assistant general 
manager of WPTZ, pointed out 
that his station recently was forced 
to close down a musical show be- 
cause of the talent drought. “We 
could have gone all summer with 
it,” Tooke said, “and although 
there were no fortunes in it, there 
were sajaries of $100 to $150 for 


the right people. We were unable | 


to get them.” 

Tooke listed several staffers 
now on station shows, who are 
drawing $10,000 and $12,000 a year. 
“That should be good enough 
money for talent interested in 
video, but we don’t have to fight 
off applicants. It looks as if they 
prefer starving in New York.” 

The difficulty that confronts the 
station is that the local talent 
shortage prevents setting up at- 
tractive shows for sponsors on 2 


local level. For program budgeted | 


at $1,000-a-week the sponsor likes 


some sort of production for his |! 
|if television regularly services the 


| 10,000 sets, quota for the two sta- 


money. 

“Invariably we have to go to 
New York for our entertainers and 
there we get blackjacked,’” Tooke 
said. “We are not looking for Sid 


(Continued on page 34) 


WCPO-TV Preems 
141-Hour Schedule 


Cincinnati, Aug. 15. 

WCPO-TV racked up an indus- 
try-wide high for operation Mon- 
day (14) with kickoff of a weekly 
141-hour schedule. Included in it 
by Mort Watters, general manager 
of the Scripps-Howard holding, is 
another record of a regular 67- 
hour stretch of contfnuous pro- 
gramming from Friday 6 a. m. to 
Monday 1 a. m. 

In posting the two marathon 
firsts; WCPO-TV upped Cincy’s 
three-station total for video selec- 
tivity to 291 hours a week. That 
figure will climb to a near 400 
hours in early autumn with exten- 
sions by Crosley’s WLW-T and the 
Times-Star’s WRKC-TV. 

Telecasting by WCPO-TV now 
starts at 6 a. m. instead of 10:30 
a. m., Monday through Friday, and 
10:30 a. m. on Saturday and 11 
a. m. Sunday. 

Revisions for its airtime spread 
have a hillbilly opry and Coco the 
Clown, each for a full hor, as the 
opening new shows, Monday 

(Continued on page 34) 


ABC-TV BANKROLLING 
‘MANDRAKE’ TELEPIX 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

ABC-TV will bankroll Filmcraft 
Productions’ second series of 52 
half-hour telepix, “Mandrake the | 
Magician,” based on the comic 
strip. FP’s initial venture is the 
filming of the Groucho Marx show | 
which NBC and Plymouth-DeSote 
dealers will pay for. 

ABC bought the series after | 
financing and viewing the pilot reel 
of “Mandrake,” packaged by Rob-| 
ert Mann-Lee Falk Enterprises. 
Keith Richards plays the title role 
with Woody Strode, former UCLA 
All-America end, as Lothar and 
Mary Ellen Kay as Princess Narda. 








! 1? 


+ 


if the nets call for talent | 





| Philly’s 472,500 Sets 


| Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 

Official figures compiled by the 
Electrical Association of Phila- 
delphia show 472,500 TV receivers 
in operation in the Philadelphia 
area, as of June 30. Sales during 
the first half of the year were up 
92% over 1949 sales. 

Report showed a total of 150,912 
sets sold in this area during the 
— of January to June, inclu- 
sive 


Mex Pix Heads 
Up In Arms On 
Videos Threat 


Mexico City, Aug. 15. 

Video’s strong start in Mexico 
with the preem of a regular com- 
mercial station here by Novedades. 
prominent daily, and a second be- | 
ing readied for a September open- 
ing by the Emilio Azcarraga cin- 
ema-radio station syndicate, has 
film toppers and the pix trade’s 
bank in such a hassle that they’re 
holding emergency meetings to 
formulate protection. 

Powwows were called by Andres 
Serra Rojas, head of the semi- 
official Banco Nacional Cinema- 








tografico, top provider of coin for 
most of the pic trade. *He explain- 
ed at the initial meeting (10) that 
the film trade faces near-extinction 


tions, that are due here within the 


| next couple of months, because sets 


will wean at least 100,000 cash 
customers away from the cinemas. 
That would be a big blow to the 
cinemas here, which can only count 
on a top of 300,000 regular custom- 
ers in a population crowding 3,- 
000,000. The wallop would be 
proportionately stiff out of town. 

Banker told the meeting, who 
include the industry’s high brass— 
Luis R. Montes, Samuel Granat, 
Manuel Espinosa Iglesias, Luis 
Castro, Fernando Garcia, Gabriel 
Alarcon and Luis Osio—that his 
action was prompted after study- 
ing what he said video has done 
to exhibitors in the U. S.*and Eng- 
land. Conferees intially decided to. 

Ask government regulation of 
video to protect the film trade; 
line up the whole industry in a 
protective bloc; urge producers to 
nix offers, even fancy-priced ones, 
for pix for video, and to forbid 
all their players on television in 
any way, even personals, so as to 
sidestep possibility of pix in which 
they play losing public favor; tell 
the government that if video over- 
shadows cinemas it will lose much 
tax revenue, and to get all publica- 
tions, trade and general, to join 
the fight for a curb on video for 
the sake of much advertising rev- 
enue. 


OHIO AD CONFERENCE 
TO SIFT TV, AM TRENDS. 


Columbus, Aug. 15. 
Television as an advertising me- 
| dium and current trends in radio 
_ advertising will highlight the sev- 
/enth annual Advertising and Sales 








| Promotion Conference, Oct. 6-7, | 


Dr. Kenneth Dameron, general | 
conference chairman, has an- | 
nounced, 4 

The meeting is jointly sponsored 
by the college of commerce and 
| administration at Ohio State Uni- | 
versity and the fifth district of the 
| Advertising Federation of America. 
| TV and AM media will be con-| 


sidered in special sessions on retail | paign to select the 1951 Rheingold | 


advertising, sales promotion and 
national advertising. 


management and operation. 


| 


The latter, 
will cover industrial and consumer | | participations in the Tex and Jinx | MOT). 
goods as well as advertising agency show on WNBC, N. Y., via Foote, | | sole distribution rights to the pic- 


CBS-HORWIN DEAL 
‘SETS: PRECEDENT 


Deal whereby Jerry Horwin, 
veteran Coast scripter and play- 
wright, joins CBS-TV in New York | 


| 
| 
| 


as story executive over writers is | 
seen as the initial overtures made | 


thus far in video to give the writer 
his rightful place in the TV sun. 


For some time now considerable 
criticism has been levelled at the 
TV braintrusters concerned with 
big-league commercial 
ming, over the failure to recognize 
that the scripter’s contribution to a 
| show, be it variety, comedy or situ- 
ation comedy, is comparable to the 
performing talent. 


Yet almost right down the line, 
it’s argued, the network mahouts 
have been tossing around strato- 
| spheric loot in signing up comics, 
| with no thought of the writing. By 
ithe time attention is paid to the 
scripters the stars have come down 
with nervous stomachs and in most 
cases the best of the writing talent 
has been snapped up already, fre- 
| quently for legit, pix or other show 
| biz media. 


| Situation is highlighted by nego- | 
| tiations currently under way in- 
| volv ing writers long identified with | 
;comics just signed for the NBC 
| video roster. While the web has | 
ladled out top coin to assure itself | 
exclusivity on the comics, it’s some- | 
thing else again when they start 
talking about writers’ fees. 


In view of the adage that “a 
show’s no better than it writers,” 
it’s generally accepted that the up- 
coming Colgate- -sponsored star-ro- 
tating Sunday night series (Eddie | 
Cantor, Fred Allen, Martin & 
Lewis) can probably rise or fall on | 


budgeted comedy series. 


posed is: “How much of that 60G 
(Continued on page 35) 


TVA, SAGs New 
Exploratory Talks 


Representatives of wi) 
Authority and Screen Actors Guild 
met yesterday ‘Tues.) in N. Y. in 
the second of two exploratory talks 
that may end their jurisdictional 
battle. Today (Wed.) TVA sits 
down with reps of the tele webs 
to start negotiations on its own. 





exec secretary; Kenneth Thomson, 
SAG tele administrator, and their | 
counsels. Thomson returns to the | 
Coast today (Wed.) to report back 
to his union and Heller will simi- | 
larly confer with TVA. 


(Continued on page 34) 


14-INCH OR BIGGER TV 
TUBES NOW THE NO 


Washington, Aug. 15. 
The swing to larger TV tubes 
continues unabated, with picture | 








‘constituted more than 89% of all | 
sold the receiver manufacturers, | 
reports the Radio-Television Man- | 
/ufacturers Association. At the end | 
of 1949, this category was only! 
'15% of the total. 
Lest year the most popular size | 
'was 12 through 13.9 inches. Dur- 
ing June, this range sold only 10% 
of the tubes. 

During June, 566,942 cathode ray 
tubes, valued at $15,054,810, 
sold to manufacturers. 


Rheingold TV Campaign 


Jinx MeCrary, one of the first 
Miss Rheingolds, is being starred 
with her husband, Tex, 





will use in a five-week video cam- | 
' gal. 
Rheingold has also bought three 


A Cone & Belding. 


'¢ 


program, | 


the scripting merits of the $60 000- | 


The question currently being | 


Taking part in the inter-union | 
confabs were George Heller, TVA | 


What is bringing the two unions | 


tubes of 14 inches and larger now | 


were | 


in a five-| 
minute vidpic which the brewer | 








Video Hypos War News Coverage to 
Keep Pace With Radio Rapidity 





Dave Johnston to MCA 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Dave Johnston checked into MCA 


+ 
| threat 


Television, recognizing the 
which AM’s flexible and 


| rapid coverage of news poses for 


V in the Korea crisis, has made 


| big strides to hypo the quantity 


yesterday (14) to prep for a tele-| 
vision production chore after leav- | 


ing Universal-International, where 
he had been assistant to talent top- 


| _ Johnston will handle both local | their radios for late developments 


and New York talent for a few 
weeks before moving into the video 


| by the agency. 
| 


CBS Signs With 
Remington Rand 
In Tint Alliance ' 


CBS and Remington Rand have | 
joined forces in a pact under which | 
RR will manufacture, sell and dis- |. 
tribute CBS’ color television | 
| equipment for industrial uses. 


Because the FCC hasn’t yet ruled 
ion color TV, the agreement doesn’t 
cover tinted video for the general 

| public. However, the equipment 
;could be. used for colorcasting 
| should the CBS color system be 
| authorized. Industrial uses of the 
|CBS color equipment will include | 
| teaching of medical and surgical 
techniques, employment in danger- 
ous manufacturing processes such | 
as atomic production, etc. 

Newly designed equipment will | 
| be marketed under the name of 
“Vericolor.” It includes a compact 
camera one-fifth the size of stand- 
ard monochrome cameras and 
weighing only 32 pounds, a control 
unit with its own monitor and ad- 
ditional color monitors. RR. has 
been making black-and-white TV 
equipment for industrial use under 
the “Vericon” tag. The Vericolor 
line is expected to be ready for de- 
livery this fall. 


‘ROUND’ FASHION SHOW 
FOR L’VILLE’S WAVE-TV 


Louisville, Aug. 15. 

Latching on to theatre-in-the- 
round staging format, Selman’s 
local ladies wear store, will pro- 
duce the first presentation in 
| Louisville when ‘“Fashion-in-the- 
Roun” is presented at the Brown 
Crystal Ballroom tonight (15). It 

















| will be first local televising of a 


fashion show when it is repeated 
| Thursday (17) at 9 p.m. over 
WAVE-TY. 

New approach to style shows 
_ will take form of an hour -long 
‘miniature intimate revue. Talent, 
| besides local college-age models, 
will include, film player Jimmie 
| WAVE-TY personality; Rose- 
ry Reddens, formerly with the 
Lisnté: Pat Wrege, Walter Head, 
| special ballet by Libby Starks’ 
| dancers, and a group of former U. 
6f Louisville male students. Fash- 
ion commentator Harriet Hilleboe 
will describe the gowns, and Bill 
Hodapp, WAVE writer, will m.c. 
| the show. Bob James and his or- 
chestra will background with col- 
lege and musieal comedy tunes. 


‘March of Time Oldies 
| ‘For Video on Tap 





| March of Time two-reelers soon, 
may be on television as a result of 


a group of midwest publishers who | 
operate TV stations. Negotiations 
are for a batch of March of Time 
subjects now no longer distributed 
to theatres, but which are on sub- 
jects still of interest to the public. 

These oldies are subjects that 
, were distributed by RKO about 10 
years ago (20th-Fox now distributes 
March of Time now holds 


/ tures, 


| during World War II. 
: : |TV has been airing spot bulletins 
field to handle shows being prepped | and flashes at frequent intervals, 


iso that viewers feel 


and quality of news on video. 
Radio initially made big inroads 

among tele set owners after the 

outbreak of the Korean fighting 


per Rufus Le Maire for two years | June 25, because Americans had 


established the habit of turning to 


However, 


they won't 
miss any hot items by sticking to 


| tele. NBC-TV, for example, is air- 


| ranging from half-hour 
one-minute 
| four times a night. 


| 


ing 38 news programs weekly, 
shows to 


summaries three or 


- 


Video, of course, is playing up 
| the visual elements which radio 
‘cannot use — motion picture film 
and maps. CBS-TV’s topographical 
map of Korea is highly effective, 
and International News Service is 
| photographing and syndicating it 
| for its clients. NBC-TV’s maps use 
animated effects with symbols of 


planes flying over the territory or ‘ 


oe hammering at a battle line. 
TV vs. Newsreels 
TV is still fighting with the news- 
| reels, the latter complaining to the 
National Military Establishment 


| because teevee is scooping them. 


| 





a pending deal between MOT and | Fairgrounds. 





The reels want release dates on 
NME film, which would give them 
an even break with TV. Although 
the NME decided against a re- 
lease date policy, the video- 
casters say that some material is 
| coming through with “hold” in- 
| structions. 

The tele newsmen charge that 
the Pentagon film personnel in- 
cludes a large proportion of ex- 
Hollywood reel staffers and that 


(Continued on page 34) 


Troubles Pile Up. 
For Stan Hubbard 


Minneapolis, Aug. .15. 

KSTP, which has been forced to 
discontinue televising of Minneap- 
olis American Assn. baseball 
games, is experiencing more grief 
in consequence of its technicians’ 
strike. . . 

‘One of the latest developments 
finds AFL radio technicians union 
local 1217 filing unfair labor prac- 
tices charges with NLRB against 
Stanley Hubbard, KSTP president. 
It’s alleged he was guilty of a dis- 
criminatory lockout of the 21 strik- 
ing technicians and also a refusal 
to bargain in good faith. 

Another development occurred 
in municipal court when Judge 
Thomas Bergin found Delmar H. 
Nispel, KSTP television director, 
known professionally as Del Frank- 
lin, guilty of violating the city elec- 
trical ordinance for turning on the 
station’s television power switch 
at the baseball park after the city 
electrical inspector had sealed it 
on the grounds it failed to comply 
with the city ordinance and consti- 


(Continued on page 35) 


WSM ‘TV CARNIVAL’ 
PREEMS AT STATE FAIR 


Nashville, Aug. 15. 

Five-day free television ‘“carni- 
val,” presented by WSM-TV in co- 
operation with 16 TV set distribu- 
tors, got under way here Sunday 
(13) in two huge tents at the State 
During the course of 
the event it’s expected that more 
than 100 WSM artists will appear 
before the TV cameras. ., 

Latest model TV sets are being 
displayed in a 300-foot long tent 
while another 85-foot tent houses 
a flock of acts who perform for 
specially-built TV shows. Tieing- 
in with the “carnival” preem; the 
Nashville Tennessean published a 
Sunday TV supplement which ran 








some 60 pages. 
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Tele Followups 
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despised the others in the family.«The Sing Lee Sings acro troupe 


} 


And the wife’s two younger chil- 
dren, raised in the unhappy cir- 
cumstances, are destroyed by the 
tragic fighting around them. 
Boris Tumarin (who subbed for 
Joseph Schildkraut because of the 
latter’s laryngitis) was excellent as 
the tormented father and Betty 
Field scored heavily as the bitter 
daughter. Don Appell, a director 
himself, played the video director 
who is persuaded to work out a 
tele play with the six characters. 
Remainder of the cast, except 
for a couple of roles, was topflight. 
Producer Caroline Burke and di- 
rector Charles Polachek wrapped 
up a difficult assignment into an 
impressive package. It included 
some moments that were magical; 
for example, the little girl, follow- 
ing the “Romeo and Juliet” actors, 
then wandering alone in the empty 
Studio 8G, sitting among the 
booms and cameras and playing 
jacks, until her brother came by 
with a gun—foreshadowing the 
eventual tragedy. 
Credit should go also to Ernest 
Kinoy for a creative adaptation 
ideally suited to the video medium, 


Ed Sullivan; who in past sessions 


of “Toast of the Town” has at-! 
tempted dramatic dialog, comedy 


and acrobatics, completed the cycle 
with a bit of singing on Sunday’s 


(13) stanza. Tony Martin needn't 
suffer sleepless nights. Disking 


firms can remain relaxed. For Sul- 
livan’s is a utilitarian type voice 
that can be used in emergencies. 
Suffice that the attendant byplay 
was good video. 

Sullivan’s attempt at song came 
during a duet with Fran Warren, 
one of the rising distaff chirps. 
Miss Warren followed a sensitive 
rendition of “Summertime” with 
“I Love the Guy” in which Sulli- 
van made with the tonsils. Miss 
Warren registered extremely well. 

The greater part of the show re- 
prised acts that appeared here pre- 
viously. The program started off 
slowly mainly because the first two 
acts overstayed. Much could have 
been deleted from these turns to 
speed up the proceedings. Vierra’s 
Monkeys, a cute turn, has been 
seen previously and highlights of 
the act should have been picked off 
for optimum effect. Same applies 


to Nip Nelson who might have 
telescoped portions of his act. — 
Sock portions were by Alice 


Pearce, assisted by Mare Lawrence, | 


who gave out zany tunes. Peg Leg 
Bates frequently drew midterm 
applause with some unbelievable 
dance stunts on the wooden leg. 


provided a_ sprightly brace of 
tricks. Closing, comprising a chair- 
balancing stunt, pulled the biggest 
mitt. 


One of the best commercials this 


show’s ever had was delivered by 
Sullivan who delivered the com- 


|'mentary to some films made at the 


Mercury River Rouge plant. Se- 
quence had the virtues of interest 
and credibility. 











¥ Pitch’ Programs 
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some station managers 
have decided to call a halt and are 
refusing new or renewal contracts 
for this type of advertising. 

Wherever possible, agencies con- 
centrating on this type of business 
have preferred to work with the 
regular station announcer or disk 
jock. There are, however, a num- 
ber of freelance announcers who 
make their own deals or have an 
arrangement with agencies which 
permit them to step in and hypo 
the pitch when results begin to 
slack. 

Sponsors Turn Gabbers 

There’s even a :2w gimmick to 
pound home the sales spiel. The 
sponsor himself (or occasionally an 
announcer purporting to be the 
sponsor) gets on the air in a tran- 
scribed talk that usually gets off 
to a homey start. Something like 
“Hello folks, this is Myron Mooch. 
I own the Gyppem Good Co. along- 
side the LaBrea Tar Pits. I've just 
made a lucky purchase and I want 
you to share in it. That's right, you 


Moreover, 


share—because this is your chance | 


to save not $50 or $100, but $150 
on this brand new super-duper 
which will be delivered to your 
home in a factory crate. Now all 
you have to do is call me right 
away. Take out your pencil and 
jot down this number .. .” 

The list of products currently 
being peddled ranges from real 
estate to radios and from schools 


to services. Thg sales message 
(shades of Big Chief Liniment 
Cure-All) is couched in what is 


called “image-provoking verbiage.” 
| Presumably, there’s more than 
| idle jest in the rumor that many 
oldtime street corner pitchmen 
have. been applying for AFRA 
cards in the hope of bringing their 
talents to a new medium. And any 
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‘ |of work. 


| day now the list of “lead deal” 

| sponsors can be expected to expand 
to such items as nail files and fly- 
by-night ‘auto polish. After all, 

| there’s plenty of scratch in both. 


a 
TW Set Mirs. | 
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desire to subsidize video. But with 
so many bankrollers fighting for 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


network and station clearances the | 


need for subsidy may soon pass. 

While some TV makers might 
want to drop N. Y., Philadelphia 
and other heavy video areas, it’s 
not likely that the webs would per- 
mit them, especially since other 
backers want full networks. Addi- 
tionally, it’s argued, many tele 
manufacturers are also in other 
lines and they can taper off on tee- 
vee as they stress refrigerators, 
washing machines, etc. 

AM networks meanwhile are 
making a stab for the TV ad coin. 


ABC, for example, has set up a 
special hookup of affiliates in video 
cities to reach non-TV_ families 


within tele range. 


> 


| TV Celluloid 
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Serials, which were secured from 
Flamingo Films, start on Sept. 11. 
WABD’s contract runs for 57 
weeks and involves 286. separate 
programs and 11 serials, seven of 
which have not yet been telecast. 

DuMont pelicy on pix is that 
they have to meet the same stand- 
ards. as live shows. -The station 
buys the features selectively, pro- 
gramming them at the same day 
and hour every week under a gen- 


| nel, 


erie title which tells the viewer 
what to expect. Celluloid features 
are booked to fit into program | 


blocks, sports reels being skedded 
around the basketball, baseball, 
etc. 

Outlets are finding strong spon- 
sor support for the Hollywood 
product. The spenders are buying 
participations in the intermissions 
of backing the features in 15- or 
30-minutes segments. 

Ratingwise pix are doing well. 
May Pylse report shows WABD’s 
“Feature Theatre,” for 
with a 14.8 in competition with the 
strong-pulling “Old Gold Amateur 
Hour” on NBC-TV and sports on 
other stations. ‘Adventure Play- 
house,” despite competition from 
Arthur Godfrey on CBS-TV and 
“One Man’s Family” on NBC-TV 
got a 6.4. 








TVA-SAG 


Continued from page 33 





_together is the possibility that 
| without an agreement the NLRB 
would devise a solution unsatisfac- 
| tory to both sides. 


based on employer groups, which 
_would mean SAG's negotiating 
| with the picture studios and TVA 
with the webs. 

Such a format might prove con- 
fusing if the studios get involved 
in live production (over which 
SAG doesn’t want control) or if the 
nets went into vidfilm production 
rg which SAG does want con- 
trol). 
| But the major difficulty would 
be that SAG and TVA would have 
| different scales for the same type 
The two unions differ 


and TVA asking payment on the 
|Jength of the finished program 
| plus rehearsal time. TVA is ask- 
ing for higher minimums, but is 
willing to accept most of SAG's 
working conditions proposals. 
: Both unions apparently are will- 
ing to compromise on TVA’s juris- 
diction in the network and agency 
field, with SAG having jurisdiction 
over the pic studios. The disputed 
area is that of the indie packagers 
and vidpic production by the net- 
‘works. TVA feels that if SAG 
hadn’t intervened in its talks with 
the networks and agencies, it could 
have made progress in that field. 
If agreement can.be reached on 
wage proposals, many headaches 
will be saved, as there’!] be little at 
Stake in who actually does the 
negotiating in the unsettled gray 
areas, 





_Memphis — Jimmy Young 
| signed his post as WHHM platter- 
spinner here this week to join 
Houston's KNUZ. Young has been 
| with the Memphis all-night indie 
for past 27 months. 


example, | 


| NLRB pattern | 
, Zenerally is to have jurisdiction | 


% | widely on pay proposals, SAG ask-, 
‘A |ing for payment on a daily basis 
| 


re- | 






TV War News 


Continued from page 33 
they think in newsreel terms, The 
present policy is inconsistent, they 
feel, 


strung by the occasional release-| 
dated footage. It’s pointed out that | 


video is screening more celluloid 
than the newsreels ever did. 

United Nations Security Council 
sessions, which WNBT and WCBS- 
TV, N. Y., have been carrying live, 
have attracted large audiences. 
Films of the sessions have also 
been aired quickly. Ralph. H. Peter- 
son, director of NBC-TV’s “Camel 
News Caravan,” points out that 
clips of the UN meetings have been 
beamed as quickly as two hours 
after the session. In some cases 
these were kinescope recordings of 
the live telecasts. 

NBC-TV, the only video web to 
have its own cameramen spotted 
around the globe, now has three 
men in Korea. These include the 
Jones twins, Eugene and Charles, 
who were Marine combat camera- 
men in World War II, and Julius 
Zenier, who had been stationed 
in Japan. These are _ providing 
about half the film NBC-TV uses, 
the remainder coming from the 
Signal Corps. CBS-TV, besides 
Signal Corps film, is covered by 
Telenews, and its own correspon- 
dents are also using cameras. 

The Jones twins, who have flown 
with U. S. jet planes»on missions 
and who have been in advanced 
positions with the GIs, have had 
two cameras destroyed by shrap- 
However, Peterson says, they 
have obtained dramatic, exclusive 
action shots and NBC's policy of 
relying on its own staff photogs 
is paying off. 

Clips from the Camel stanza are 
also used on other NBC-TV news 
shows, Don Goddard's 15-minute 
airer at 9:30 a.m., his five-minute 
show_at 1 p.m. and the one-minute 
summaries with Rad Hall at 9:30 
p.m, and 11 p.m. Another five- 
minute news Strip is being added 
at 12 midnight. 
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| Re-Broadcast 
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save that station and other 
pendents also on the rocks. 


Recalled to the witness stand 
yesterday (14) to answer questions, | 


Coy told the house committee that 


| the commission “as a general prin- | 


| ciple” opposed ownership of broad- 

cast stations by newspapers. He 
admitted, however, that there were 
some instances in which the public 
interest might best be served by 
combining operation of a station 
and newspaper. 

Questioned closely on the matter 

| of censorship of »rogramming, Coy 
'explained: “Our concern is that 
radio stations serve the public in- 
terest. But we make no prior 
determination of what should go 
out over the air. Rather we‘make 
a judgment of what has gone out— 
i whether it serves the public inter- 
est.” 

Coy was asked by Rep. Harris 
Ellsworth (R., Ore.) whether it 
hasn’t been the commission’s atti- 
tude in the past that “any program 
| which was sustaining was good and 
pure, while anything that was com- 
‘mercial was bad.” Coy denied 
this, explaining a little later that 
“I see no reason why a sponsored 
program like ‘Town Meeting of the 


Air’ doesn’t serve the public inter- | 
est as well as a non-sponsored 


program. 











WCPO-TV 
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through Friday. Then 15 minutes 
of news and an hour of dramtic 
movies. The Coffee Club, local, 
follows for an hour, and Bill Dawes, 


disk jockey, precedes the 60-min- | 


ute Kitchen Show. At-noon here is 
a new quarter-hour 


ner, a hilltop neighborhood, with 
Dean Miller asking questions about 
the Ciney Post’s news and features. 

Paul Dixon’s afternoon platter 
Stanza has been increased from two 
to three hours to 5 p. m. 

Night schedule includes pickups 
| of live Dumont and ABC shows, 
canned wrestling programs and a 
repeat of the early morning films 
at 11 p. m. replacing Al Lewis’ 
“Club ’Til Midnight” variety series 
with news as the 12:15 a. m. night- 
| cap. 





and TV shouldn't be ham-! 


inde- 


Man-on-the- | 
Street program from Peebles Cor- | 


‘CHI WBBM RACE AIRER 
GETTING IT PRO & CON 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 
WBBM’s documentary on Chi 
,race. relations—“The Quiet An. 
/swer’’—is attracting a considerable 
amount of attention both pro and 


‘eon. The weekly half-hour show 
written and produced by Perry 
Wolff, winds up its seven-program 
series Aug. 21. 

On the favorable side, the series 
has been made required listening 
for sociology students at Illinois, 
Wisconsin and Indiana U., North- 
ern Illinois State Teachers College. 
Illinois Institute of Technology and 
Roosevelt College. 

Typical of the less favorable re- 





sponse generated by the docu- 
mentary is the sign painted on the 
Michigan Avenue sidewalk last 
week near the WBBM studios 


which read: “Beware of the Com- 
munistic programs on WBBM.” 


Philly Talent — 
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Caesars, but he had to come up, 
too. There should be plenty of 
young and new talent wanting to 
get ahead in television. But they 
don’t seem to be interested in the 
stations outside New York. They’re 
making a mistake. There is good 
money to be made, as well as ex- 
perience to be gained,” he added. 


Waiting List in Philly 
Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 


The WPTZ commercial ghief re- 
vealed that the station’s film shows, 
“Frontier Playhouse,” an_ early 
evening cross-the-board western, 
and “Hollywood Playhouse,” a daily 
feature film segment, have had 
waiting lists for participation spots 
right through the summer months, 
and the fall season will see them 
continue their full quota of spon- 
sors. 

Other WPTZ participators, such 
as the twice-weekly late evening 
| “Carol Calling’’ and the mid-after- 
noon “Deadline for Dinner” pro- 
gram carry full complements of 
sponsors. “The Girl Next Door,” 
local musical show which replaced 
“Roberta Quinlan,” has _ been 
booked solid all summer. 





Philadelphia—Clifford C. Harris, 
chief technical supervisor at WIP, 
has been named by Mayor Bernard 
Samuel as radio representative of 
the communications division of the 
| Philadelphia City and County de- 
fense council. 


NS —_ 




















Courtesy of M-G-M 
NoW appearing with 
DONALD O’CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 


(Universal-international) 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 














THANK YOU! 


It is my privilege to advise 
SHOW PEOPLE on their RE- 
TIREMENT INCOMES, FAM- 
ILY PROTECTION, and IN- 
VESTMENT plans. Never a 
charge for advice. 


PLEASE TELEPHONE OR WRITE 
HARRY M. REIFF 
Special Agent 


The Northwestern Mutual Life In- 
surance Co., 386 Fourth Avenue, 








New York 16, MUrray Hill 3-8800. 
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Insi e ufi—Radio 

Some fireworks are anticipated around the.CBS news room when 
Ed Murrow gets back to N. Y. from Korea, probably later ‘this week. 
For it’s then that Murrow will learn that an appraisal of the Korean 
situation, in which he criticized U. S. tactical operations, had been 
killed. 
(14), but mews department sources say that a 20th floor edict ordered 
the Murrow report spiked. Previous treatment of Murrow dispatches 
invariably provoked repercussions. That’s why the news department 
boys are on edge in anticipation of a blowup when he checks in from 
his Korean assignment. 





Hy Gardner in his N. Y. Herald Tribune column last week revealed, 
after an interview with Walter Winchell, why the latter took a walk 
from his Jergens Lotion sponsorship after a 16-year association with 
the company. “Even Mr. Jergens,” WW told Gardner, “never knew the 
yeason why the ABC commentator blew the account.” 

As WW explained it, during his final contract negotiations, Winchell 
was visited by the firm’s new ad manager, who carried a letter em- 
phasizing that the bearer’s views reflected those of the company. Dur- 
ing the usual parry-and-thrust verbal engagement, Winchell became 
irked by some words and said facetiously: “Maybe I’m bored—maybe 
I won’t want to stay on the air.” The ad man nodded and replied, 

Perhaps that can be arranged, too.” Those six words, characterized 
by WW as probably the most expensive in radio history, wrote 30 to 
the Jergen’s Journal. 





Walter Craig, radio-TV vice president at Benton & Bowles, N. Y., 
last week returned to his old theatrical specialties, writing, directing 
and staging. He produced a special musical revue at the Chicago Civic 
Opera House in connection with the Avco-Crosley dealers convention. 
Craig wrote all the special skits and lyrics for an all-day entertainment 
that cost $100,000 and required 10 days of rehearsal. A reduced ver- 
sion will be road-showed to provincial centres for rank-and-file Cros- 
ley sales staffers. 

Before entering radio in the early 1930’s via World Broadcasting, 
Craig was a musical comedy juvenile and songwriter. He was re- 
viewed by Variety back in the 20’s while with a Kolb & Dill West 
Coast musical that invaded Chicago. 





ABC’s decision some months back to keep the Lawrence Welk band 
on sustaining during the summer after losing his sponsor, Miller Beer, 
has paid off. Brewer has repurchased the show which kicks off on the 
skein Oct. 4. With the renewal, Welk will go back to-his $2,500 per 
week fee and will pay show’s talent out of that amount. Troupe will 
travel, airing weekly from a different key city. During the summer 
Welk and his sidemen drew scale only. 





Radio committee for the Community Chests and Councils of America 
is lining up a big Octeber push under the chairmanship of: William M. 
Ramsey of Procter & Gamble, with Young & Rubicam’s Walter Bunker 
and Biow’s Tom Revere serving as associate chairmen. 


A half-hour stanza on the combined networks will kick off the drive | 


on Friday, Sept. 29,.at 10 p.m. with celebs and President Truman 
participating. Lewis Titterton, of Compton, is planning half-hour shows 
on each of the four major networks, with CBS taking the first week, 
NBC skedding one the second week, and MBS and ABC airing shows 
in subsequent weeks. 

Four video webs will also air “Red Feather’ shows, with Myron 
Kirk of Kudner directing the tele project. Local TV stations will get 
one-minute spots with William Gargan, Henry Fonda, Arlene Francis, 
Milton Berle and Lanny Ross. 

Transcribed material, sports, special promotion material and com- 
mercial tie-ins are being worked out by subcommittees headed re- 
spectively, by Wilfred Roberts, of Pedlar & Ryan; Joseph Allen, of 
Bristol Myers; Edward L. Bernays; and M. J. Roche, of Lever Bros. 





Ed Madden, of NBC, has been appointed head of the radio-television 
committee of the Sister Kenny Foundation 1950 campaign drive. 
Others on the committee are Larry Lowman, of CBS; Earl Mullin, ABC; 
James Wallen, MBS; Irwin Rosten, DuMont; Alan Brandt, WNEW, 
N. Y.; and Syd Eiges, NBC. Group is planning a benefit screening at 
the Paramount theatre, N. Y. 

Public relations man Roger Brown has been appointed national 
chairman of the AM-TV committee of Crusade for Freedom of the 
National Committee for a Free Europe. 
America’s aims to people behind the Iron Curtain via “Radio Free 
Europe.” Crusade starts Labor Day with a broadcast speech by 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. 





Radio announcers are suffering from the “make like Arthur Godfrey”. 


itch, according to Johnny Jaeger, chief announcer of WNEW, N. Y. 


The indie, which is looking for new talent, says that too many of the | 
candidates auditioned are mimicking Godfrey’s informal, tossing-away- | 
Jaeger is on the prowl for performers who are not straight | 


lines style. 
disk jocks or announcers and who have novel one-man stanzas they can 
handle themselves. 


, —— 











We're proud of the successful 
company W 


e keep on WJBK 


BIRD'S EYE FOODS 

BON AMI 

BROMO SELTZER 
COLGATE DENTAL CREAM 
PALMOLIVE SOAP 
FEENAMINT 


OAKITE 

PHILIP MORRIS 

PURITY’S GRENNAN CAKES 

STANBACK HEADACHE 
REMEDY 

SULPHA 8 

PACKARD MOTORS 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WIBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate 


WJBK-AM «TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 488 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, ELDORADO 5-2455 


Represented Nationally, oy THE KATZ AGENCY, !NC 





Murrow had sent in the report for airing last Monday night | 


Outfit’s objective is telling , 


+ 


P&G Midwest Latch-On 


To Murrow Finally Set 


Procter & Gamble’s sponsorship | 
of Ed Murrow in the midwest gets | 
a belated start and is now sched-' 


uled to tee off today (15). 

Snag developed on _ station 
clearances, but situation . was 
cleared up last week. P & G picks 


up the tab for a 35-station ride.! as manager of general sales. 





| 











way, 


Louisville, and general and sales 
manager of WBEX, Chillicothe, O., 
has joined WSGN and WSGN-FM, 
He 


! 
| 
} 


} 


| 


|Four other clients also share in replaces Julian Flint, who has re- | 


the Murrow news sweepstakes. 
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has nothing to do with the 50G. 
Fred Allen also collects for re- 
stricting his TV talents to NBC and 
guest shots, but here, too, the net- 
work figures to cash in via his par- 
ticipation on the Colgate show. 

CBS found itself with a costly 
unsponsored radio package in 
Burns & Allen, when the Block 
dentifrice outfit cancelled out, but 
Bill Paley & Co. have managed a 
lend-lease arrangement whereby 
the comics will bow on ABC day- 
time radio under Kellogg’s aus- 
pices. (Too, CBS is excited ever 
the B. & A. video potential after 
scanning their filmed audition). 

The Amos 'n’ Andy radio show 
also poses a CBS problem. 
A. & A. property was bought by 
Paley for $2,000,000. Lever Bros. 
wants out on sponsorship but has 
agreed to ‘‘angel” the show for an- 
other season because the Columbia 
sales boys couldn’t find another 
bankroller. 











Hubbard 
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tuted a fire hazard. Judge Bergin 
fined Nispel $50 or 10 days in jail. 

Nispel’s sentence was suspended 
40 days to permit KSTP to appeal. 
It will carry the case to the higher 
| court, claiming the ball park equip- 
ment is not unsafe and that Nispel 
committed no offense in turning 
on the switch because the ball park 
| wiring had been disconnected by 
the city’s assistant electrical in- 
spector anyway. 

In its complaint filed with the 
NLRB, the union claims the tech- 
nicians, after a 24-hour strike for 
higher pay, had gone back to work, 
but were ordered out of the KSTP 
studio and _ transmitter. Tech- 
nicians from a Chicago radio school 
had replaced them. 

It’s also charged by the union 
that KSTP, “refusing to bargain 
in good faith,” has never made an 
offer to the technicians and when 
other stations in the employer 
group offered their technicians a 
$2 a week pay increase, KSTP 
withdrew from the group. 

Hubbard also failed to appear at 


'eonciliator before the strike and 


ranged by two breweries sponsor- 
‘ing the baseball games on TV and 


| 7 


The | 


| signed. 
Pittsburgh—Jane Gibson, who 
runs ‘“Wormhen’s Exchange” pro-| 


gram on KQYV, spending her vaca- 
tion in the Magee Hospital getting 


| platter-spinning on KDKA 


RADIO 35 
CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 
Birmingham — J. Harry Calla- jockey, operated on at Presby< 


formerly administrative as- | terian Hospital. for bursitis of the 
sistant to the president of WHAS,/| left shoulder .. . 


Irving Barnes, 
baritone on KDKA’s “Welcome 
Aboard” show, enrolled in Opera 
Workshop at Pennsylvania College 
for Women this summer... Jim 
Westover took over Bill —, 
Mid- 


'nighters Club while latter was on 


| vacation 


Foris Phipps, new 


|econtinuity writer at WMCK, now 


has her own daily program on 
|McKeesport station, “Shopping 
With Doris,” every morning at 
9:30. 


a checkup . Herb Morrison, 
Otto Krenn and Donald Hirsch | 
represented AFRA local at na- 


tional convention in Chicago . ° 
Bob Finkel, graduate of the Car- 
negie Tech drama school, now di- 
recting Charles Ruggles’ TV pro- 


gram in Hollywood. It comes 
through WDTV here via kinescope 
.. Jan Andree, WWSW disk 








TV Scripters | 
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will go into the scripting en- 


deavors?” 





Ask Nets To Talk Pact 
National Television Committee 


of the Authors League of America| 


yesterday (Tues.) sent letters to 


three video webs—ABC, CBS and} 


NBC—asking them to start nego- 


tiations within 30 days for TV 
scripters. 
NTC’s proposals were first 


worked out separately by its two) 


branches, eastern and_ western, 
each of which has 13 
covering the units in the ALA: Ra- 
dio Writers, Screen Writers, 
Dramatists and Authors Guilds and 
the Television Writers Group. Sug- 


gestions of the two branches were | 


reconciled at meetings in N. Y. 
last week at which John Larkin 


represented the Coast half. Letters | 
to the nets were signed by Richard | 
Lewine and Oliver H. P. Garrett, | 


chairmen fespectively of the east 
and Coast NTC branches. 

Request for negotiations was ac- 
companied by a letter from ALA 
prexy Oscar Hammerstein 2d giv- 
ing NTC’s status and authority to 
represent 7,500 writers. 

Details of the proposals, which 
eover pay, subsidiary rights and 
working conditions, are being kept 
under wraps until the membership 
is informed at meetings to be held 
on both coasts. Non-members who 
apply for membership at the meet- 
ing will also be admitted. 





Detroit — Preston Slosson, Uni- 
versity of Michigan professor, is 
reporting and analyzing the news 
directly from the campus at Ann 
Arbor over WWJ. His sponsor is 
Sam's Department Store. 





Tague has 
staff of 
was chief 
Danville, 


Columbus — Paul 
joined the announcing 
WCOL. He formerly 
announcer for WBTM, 


| Va., and also announced for WOLF, 


members | the 


Syracuse, N. Y., his hometown. 


AFRA Esead & Butter’ 


Continued from page 24 

















mately $135 a week, with upward 
revisions in the fee system. 

In anticipation of the difficulty 
of implementing this demand, the 
delegates gave the announcers an 
advance pledge from freelancers to 
strike if necessary. 

Another demand to be made to 
transcription companies for 
weekly repeat fees to talent used 
on recorded spot eommercials 
seems likely to cause heated dis- 
cussion when the negotiations start 
their bargaining. Present contract, 
set in 1946, gives performers a 
semi-annual repeat fee. 

The new AFRA code to be used 
as the basis for negotiations boosts 
fees generally 10 to 20% for the 
three talent categories covered in 
the contracts. 


Currené net, transcription and 
staff announcer codes expire Oct. 
31. Negotiations on the new con- 
tracts will start between broadecaste 
ers and the union in September. 

Fear that a government-imposed 
wage freeze may catch AFRA with 
its contract down — came in for 
much discussion. Reel warned the 
union not to think in terms of the 
status quo for wages until indus- 
try is ready “to forego a price and 
profit rise.” 








Negotiators, still to be picked, | 
will act on behalf of NTC. ALA| Should the wage freeze be put 
has avoided the jurisdictional is-| into effect before the negatiations - 
sue by placing it temporarily in| are completed, AFRA_ bargainers 
the hands of the NTC which in-, may concentrate on “non-inflation- 


_cludes reps of all member groups. ary” fringe benefits such as night 


| Writers can be assigned to any | 


a final meeting with the federal | 


lockout and he broke a promise. 
to participate in a meeting, ar-, 


| ball club officials, to try to settle | 
_the dispute, according to the alle-. 


| gations. 











| AFRA On Commies | 
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loyalty affidavits from 
bers. 


its mem- 


tion opposing the current black- 
listing of talent by broadcasters 


references to Equity, Radio and 
Radio Writers Guild as allies to 


trend. 
After hearing a _ report 


ity executive secretary, on the 


delegates ruled that AFRA 
tions must be paid at least the 
minimum AM fee for work on the 
video side. 

Besides Manning, who replaces 
prexy, five new veepees 
Jack Arthur, N. Y.; Bert Buzzini, 
San Francisco; Frank Nelson, Los 
Angeles, and Plerre Paulin, De- 
troit. Vinton Hayworth, N. Y., was 
reelected secretary and Janet 


urer. 
Minneapolis was chosen as site 
of the 1951 convention. 





te 


The delegates approved a resolu- | 


and sponsors but deleted specific | 


Television Directors’ Guild and the , 
be worked with in combatting the | 


from | 
George Heller, Television Author- | 


status of the TVA-Screen Actors | 
Guild jurisdictional squabble, the | 
stall | 
announcers at joint AM-TV sta-| 


Clayton (Bud) Collyer as national | 
were 
named. They are: Alan Bunce, and | 


| 
| 


Baumhover was picked as treas- 


' 


differentials and shorter work 
weeks. The negotiators were in- 
structed to ask for a joint indus- 


unit—TWG, RWG, DG, AG or! 
SWG—to which they are eligible. | 
If they work in two fields they can, try-union committee to work out 
be members of two guilds, on pay-, plans for a health insurance pro- 
ing dues to both. | gram. 
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iis Sets Up Longhair Dept., 


Name Artists Slated for Distrib 





Decca Records this week aban-+ 


doned its pop-only policy and set, 
up a longhair department that will | 
record its own artists and release | 
masters acquired through foreign | 
deals. 

Entry of Decca into the classical 
field leaves M-G-M Records the | 
only diskery of any importance | 
without a classical department, and 
M-G-M expects to release a classi- 
cal line soon. Decca will release 
its longhair music through the new 
Gold Label Series. 

Decca’s decision may also spell 
the death-blow to standard-speed, | 
78 rpm recording in the classical 
field. The initial release, set for 
Sept. 7, will be solely on 33 rpm 
records, with the exception of an 
album. the original-cast recording | 
of “The Consul,” which will be 
released in both 78 and 33 rpm. 
No decision has been made on 
whether any future releases will 
be in 78, but it’s considered un- 
likely. 

Diskery has already signed one 
leading artist and one musical unit 
to contracts for what it hopes will | 
be the nucleus of a rapidly-expand- 
ing longhair roster. Clarinetist 
Reginald Kell has signed a two- 


year pact, while the Zimbler 
String Sinfonietta has been set for 
a year. Both have already been 


recorded for Decca’s first release. 

Scheduled for release are re-| 
cordings by an imposing group of 
artists in the field. Some will 
record or have already recorded 
directly for Decca, others have 
disked for Parlophone, British firm 
with which Decca has a working 
agreement and whose masters it 
will release under the new label. | 
Among the artists appearing in the 
catalog for future releases are con- 
ductor Dimitri Mitropoulos; pian- 
ists Claudio Arrau, Lukas Foss, 
Lili Kraus and Lillian Fuchs; 
violinists Joseph Fuchs and Szymon 
Goldberg; soprano Lotte Lehmann 
and the late tenor, Richard Tauber. 


Diskery has a number “of others 
recording directly or on Parlo- 
phone. 


First recordings were supervised 
by Decea’s artists and repertoire 
staffer Simon Rady. While no 
sales head has been chosen for the 
new department, Rady will con- 
tinue to record and supervise the 
a & r operations of the department 
on a permanent basis. He'll also 
continue as chief of children’s sec- 
tion, his previous post. 

Initial release will contain “The | 
Consul,” by the original Broadway | 
cast; Mozart's Clarinet Concerto in | 
A major, by Kell and the Zimbler 
group; Mozart Sonatas for piano and | 
violin, by Miss Kraus and Fuchs; 
Hindemith’s Theme and Four Vari- | 
ations, by the Zimbler unit and | 
Foss; Schumann’s Carnival, by 
Arrau; Stravinsky’s Duo Concerto, 
by Fuchs and Leo Smit; and Cop- 
land's Sonata for violin ‘and piano. 


Price line has already been set. 
Ten-inch LPs will sell at $3.85, 
while 12-inch LPs will list ‘at 
$4.85. Since no decision has been 
made on 78s, no_price has been 
listed. If albums should be re- 


Jeased in the standard speed, they'd | 


probably vary in price. 


While Decca has released some 
classical works, it never did so 
with its own artists or recording 
facilities. Some time back, it had 
a deal with British Decea under 
which it released latter’s FFRR 
recordings here, but it gave up the 
project and the FFRR series is) 
handled by London, British Decca’s 
American subsid. Diskery also used | 
some longhair artists in its old, 
Personality Series, but they were | 
used with pop artists for the more | 
durable type of pop and_ semi-| 
classical numbers. One such team | 
was violinist Jascha Heifetz and 
Bing Crosby. 





Merc’s Geller In N.Y. 


For Carlton Huddles 


Harry Geller, Mercury Records’ | 
artists and repertoire chief, arrived 
in New York last week to huddle | 
with eastern musical director and | 
Sales véepee Joe Carlton. Geller | 
will stay at least three weeks, set- | 


ting recording dates for the fall | 


and lining up material and talent. 
Geller and Carlton will also! 


make plans f for the diskery’s Christ- | 3 


mas line. “Since arriving, Geller 
has already held a couple of re- 
cording sessions. 


| through 


| shipped back to Morris. 


Swing to Swig . 
Kings Mills, O., Aug. 15. 
Eight buildings formerly occu- 


' pied by Columbia Reeords at Kings 


Mills, located on a 120-acre tract, 
have been leased by Seagram & | 
Sons, the distillers. 





They plan to remodel the eng 


ing for use as a warehouse. 


Buddy Morris To | 
Use Vidpix Plugs 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Edwin H. Morris music 
firms, Morris; Mayfair and Mel- 
rose, are putting video to work to 
exploit their tunes. Buddy: Morris, 
Sidney Kornheiser, has 
farmed out film-production chores 
on firm’s “Friendly Islands.” 

Publisher has had three-minute 
film made by Rockett Pictures and 
will have second made by Fair- 
banks, pix to be used in syne with 
Bing Crosby platter of “Islands.” 
Rockett ‘‘Videoette” is made up en- 
tirely of stock footage; Fairbanks’ 
is partially stock, partially anima- 





The 


, tion. 


Kornheiser reported each will 
cost $850 plus $5 per print, esti- 
mating firm will spend about $1,000 


each on tunes selected for vid- 
plugging. Plan now being con- 


sidered is to give stations through- 
out the country the film clip and 
platter of the Morris songs, which 
they can use for six months, with- 
out charge, for fill-in purposes. 
After six months, material is to be 
Publisher 
doesn’t think it can make much use 
of footage on large-city or network 


Stations, but believes usage will 
be substantial in hinterlands. 
“Islands,” by Harold Arlen and 
Ralph Blane, is from 20th’s “My 
Blue Heaven.” Vidfilm footage will 
credit writer and publisher but 
not film. 





Rachlin Alohas With Melchior 


Austin, Tex., Aug. 15. 
Ezra Rachlin, director of the 
Austin Symphony Orchestra has 
accepted an offer from Lauritz 


Melchior to accompany the singer 
on a concert tour of Hawaii, 

Rachlin will condfict the Orches- 
| tra on Melchior’s singing dates on 
the island, as he previously did 
for the singer in tours of Europe 
and South th America. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 5) 
London, Aug. 8. 


Bewttched ......; ...«*. Sterling 
My Foolish Heart........ Sun 
Es Stash on 6 bees Connelly 
Silver Dollar......... Merrin 
Let’s Do It Again,...Lennox 
Piano Roll Blues ...... Leeds 
Daddy’s Little Girl...... Yale 


Remember Cornfields Arcadia 


Oh, You Sweet One. Southern 
If I Loved You.... Williamson 
Jealous Heart..... New World 
Your Heart, My Heart. . Wright 
Second 12 
Candy & Cake ... ..Dash 
Me and Shadow...F.D. & H. 
Quicksilver .......... Morris 
Sentimental Me...Cinephonic 
est Sir Bonm.: c..... .Maurice 
Two on a Tandem.....Merrin 
Have I Told You...... Leeds 
A Load of Hay .Fields 
Chattanoogie Boy. .. . Pic 
Blackbird .....a... Box & Cox 
Down in Glen....... Wright 
Hey Neighbor ........ Wright 








SHEP FIELDS BAND 
HEAVILY SCHEDULED 


In a complete about-face from 
the first four months of this year, 
Shep Fields’ orch is maintaining, 
employment diet. Since 
5 the band has been booked 
except for three or four 
days. Orch, which left the Hotel 
Statler, N. Y., last Wednesday (9) 
after a four-week engagement 
there, begins a steady string of 
southern one-niters Friday (18), 
running until Sept. 14. Band is 
currently playing the Cavalier 
hotel, Virginia Beach, Va., where 
it finishes a week’s engagement 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Orch is scheduled to play the 
Capitol theatre, N. Y., in Novem- 


a steady 
May 
solidly 


ber and is also slated to return 
to the Statler next spring. Nego- 


tiations with a major record com- 
pany are hlso in the works for the 
band, which has been waxing for 
MGM on a date-to-date deal. Be- 
fore leaving for the Virginia Beach 
date, the Fields crew recorded 
four of five one-half hour shows 
for its Treasury Dept. program, 
“Romance and Reminisce With 
Rippling Rhythm.” Airer will run 


for five weeks and will be broad- 
cast over CBS Sundays, 2:30-3 
p.m., beginning Aug. 27. 





Another Coral Distrib 


Coral Records has added a new 
distributor to its distrib setup. 
New company is the Tampa, Fla., 
West Coast Distributing Corp. 

Addition ups the nationwide to- 
tal of Coral distribs to 35. 





_ .ZARIETY.,.10) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


I WANNA BE LOVED 





ads 


we 


10. 





| 


‘2 1 LOVE THE GUY (Shapiro-B) 


ALL MY LOVE (Harms) 


t 


MONA LISA (6) (Paramount) . 


SAM’S SONG (4) (Sam Weiss) 
GOODNIGHT IRENE (2) (Cromwell) 


BEWITCHED (15) (Chappell) 
7. BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (4) (Acuff-Rose) .. 
HOOP-DEE-DOO (13) (Morris) ....... 


MY FOOLISH HEART (18) (Santly-Joy) ... 
SIMPLE MELODY (1) 4Berlin) 


STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Church) ....... 


I DIDN’T SLIP, I WASN’T PUSHED, I FELL (Remick) 
IT ISN’T FAIR (16) (Words-Music) 
VAGABOND SHOES (Jefferson) 
COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) 
ROSES (6) (Hill- a SS 
I CROSS MY FINGERS (United) 

3 CAN ANYONE EXPLAIN (Valando) 


= 6. 
= SENTIMENTAL ME (15) (Knickerbocker) 





| big for 
| Foley, 


|abetted by 


| sides. 











Dinah Shore: “Can Anyone Ex- 
plain”-“Dream a Little Dream of 
Me” (Columbia). Miss Shore de- 
livers two polished ballads here. 
“Can Anyone Explain,” pretty, re- 
laxed ballad, gets a delicate rendi- 
tion, with the aid of an unbilled 
male quartet. Should get plenty 
of jock and juke spins. Reverse 
is a smooth ballad that also rates 
attention. Backing by Harry Zim- 
merman orch is good. 


Red Foley: “Cincinnati Dancing 
Pig”-"‘Somebody's Cryin’” (Decca). 
“Cincinnati Dancing Pig” is a 
rhythm number that should break 
a number of artists. For 
it’s a natural to follow up 
success with “Chattanoogie 
Shine Boy.” Foley delivers 
the same strong boogie style, 
rhythmical work and 
barnyard effects. 


his 
Shoe 
in 


unusual 


Vic Damone: 
ing Pig’-“Forbidden Love” (Mer- 
cury’. Damone’s version of “Pig” 
is in a completely different style 
from Foley's, and should capture 
as wide an audience. It’s the sec- 
ond rhythm number singer has 
essayed, and helped by the 


Meadowlarks and a sharp arrange-| 


ment by 
really 
Fine 


Marty Manning, Damone 
takes the song for 
for jukes and jocks. Re- 
verse, a slow dramatic-styled bal- 
lad, has some possibilities. 

Hugo Winterhalter: “Just An 
Echo in the Valley”’-"‘Memories of 
You” (Victor). “Echo in the Val- 
ley’ is a slow ballad with a west- 
ern tinge. given an okay vocal and 
chor: rendition. Winterhalter 
and ine chorus do a beautiful job 
on the reverse. They wrap up the 
standard in a fine choral setting 


with strings emphasized in the 
background. Rates_plenty of jock 
spins. 


Johnny Desmond: 
Love Her’-“If Anybody Does” 
(M-G-M). Desnvond, who has been 
moving fast in past months, turns 
in a warm, feeling rendition of 
this Americanized version of an 
Italian tune. “Say I Love Her” 
should break wide open with this 
one. Reverse is a smooth ballad, 
well handled by Desmond and the 
Ray Charles Singers. Tony Mottola 
orch does okay backing, especially 
on “Say I Love Her.” 

Teresa Brewer: “Punky 
kin” -“Cincinnati Dancing 
(London). Miss Brewer 
Jekyll and Hyde on these two 
On “Pumpkin,” a bouncy 
novelty timed right for the Hal- 
lowee’n season, she sounds almost 
like a kid. On reverse, she reverts 
to her customary role as a rhythm 
singer to give “Dancing Pig” a fine 
ride. 
orech 


“Just Say I 


Pump- 
Pig” 
does a 


add good accompaniment. | 








Week of Aug. 12 





| King 2 Seve Capitol 

Se ge ee ee er ke Sure ocr Decca 

§ Joe “Fingers” Carr...... Capitol 

or ee sd laa A sreeees* ) Bing & Gary Crosby......Decca 

(12) (S "See es: f Andrews Sis-Jenkins...... Decca 

ee” +e scebesogess $0509 000") I MONE. ceresn 1¥s M-G-M 

hae dea Os 6 AES ‘ Jenkins-Weavers .........Decca 

{ Jenkins-Weavers ........ Decca 

weer eee hy ee RS ) Mitch filler..........Columbia 

nt {Gordon Jenkins..........Decca 

TL oe ) Bill Snvder .............Tower 

ee oe See et Kay Starr....... cise ev Ganttol 

\ Perry Ceomo...... wees... Victor 

en ae °°* (HOY CF: «inns veeee.. Capitol 

{Gordon Jenktmms..........Decca 

Pee nae oS USES ) Billy Eckstine ......... M-G-M 

CLs antits: AGT Ete oie a aach-o oh < Bing & Gary Crosby......Decca 
Second Group 

ee eae {Anton Karas ..........London 

ee sage ge ee |Guy Lombardo.... ...Decca 

eh ae { Ames Bros. coves. sGoral 

ee ee } Russ Morgan, vaveoe de A0COER 

aah MODAN Pas ABE ra ard IN atte ve ia gia demote Tony Murtin.............Victor 

shes Siw hee Patti Page........+«...Mercury 

RN es Wee oon Seon oh a eer Les Paul .......0.....-Capitol 

\ Frankie Laine. ....... Mercury 

‘*) Ralph Flanagan ........ Victor 

td eee ean Doris Day............Columbia 

PURE REV CS BUREEREIA 0% seeeeees Sammy Kaye ...........Victor 

Seber’ Cocvreeccicdtovececscsces VIC’ Damone .+ee+.Mercury 

bee tenes es ee ssbdens nine Hugo Winterhalter.......Victor 

, Cae veate Sammy Kaye ...........Victor 

EERO KV LE eae TE PRs 88-6 aes Perry Come , is. . .Victor 

ery oN ho ee eee ee Ames Bros. ......5.<6.....Coral 

So te Te ee ee oe Fran Warren .....ee......Victor 

Ey Ate CM 4 bin.d-p bly a BE bie WoW h:bAiS co Patti Page coc b cee wh en MePCUry 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


| 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BOB CHANDLER 


Re- | 
|verse is a routine western item. 
“Cincinnati Danc- | 


a ride..| 


The Keys and Jack Pleis— 








While she’ s got plenty of competis 
tion on latter, “Pumpkin” is wide 
open for spins by jocks and jukes, 

Dick Haymes: “Can Anyone Fx. 
plain’-“If I Had a Magic Carpet” 
(Decca). Haymes, together with 
the 4 Hits and a Miss, gives “Fx. 
plain” a relaxed rendition that 
merits attention. Victor Young 
orch backs smoothly. On the other 
|side, he turns in a topnotch job, 
|which, had it come two months 
‘earlier, would have made this 
song. It may very well do so yet. 
Sonny Burke orch backs Haymes’ 
warm, rich version of the ballad. 

Sarah Vaughan: “I Love 
|Guy’’-“Thinking of You” 
bia’. “Love the Guy” is a catchy, 
bounce-styled ballad that Miss 
| Vaughan punches across in typical 
style. It’s due for a lot of plays. 
Chirp delivers a fine slice on re- 
side of the Bert Kalmar- 

Ruby standard, which 
should be helped by the biopic of 
ithe two writers. Norman Leyden 
orch backs both sides. 

Toni Arden: “Only a Moment 
Ago”’-“Can’t We Talk It Over” 
(Columbia). Miss Arden may click 
with “Moment Ago,” a fine ballad 
given a feeling rendition by the 
chirp. Reverse, a standard that 
seems to be breaking open again, 
is handled with finesse. Percy 
Faith’s backing excellent on both 
etchings. 

Blue Barron: 





the 
(Colum- 


| verse 
| Harry 


“Beyond ine Reef”- 


“Bubbles” (M-G-M). If the public 
is ready for another taste of 


Hawaiian tunes, then ‘“‘Beyond the 
Reef” has all the ingredients. Bar- 
ron orch, with Bobby Beer and the 
Blue Notes on vocal, play it to the 


hilt. Reverse is a promising novel- 
ty sung in a hushed style by the 


Blue Notes. 
attention. 

| Freddy Martin: “Did ’E, Did 'E”- 
‘“Rumbalero” (Victor). “Did ’E” is 
a lively novelty ballad, bouncily 
handled by chorus and_ nicely 
| backed by the band. Should see 
juke plays. Reverse is a fine in- 
strumental of Latin-styled number 
that is in a more serious vein and 
has the quality of a standard about 
|it. Martin orch turns in an excel- 
lent job with this one. 

Tony Bennett: “Our Lady 

Fatima’-“Just Say I Love Her’ 
(Columbia). Bennett's strong tenor 
is admirably suited to this reli- 
gious piece, and he turns in an 
almost fervent rendition. He's as- 
sisted beautifully by a chorus un- 
der the direction of Norman Ley- 
den. Singer gives the reverse side 
a near-showtune effect, with a 
feeling version of the Italian tune. 
Marty Manning backs well. 


Platter Chatter 
Columbia's long-playing disk of 
| Billie Holliday singing eight stand- 
ards is solid. Sammy Kaye 
turns in a pleasant ballad in 

“There’s No Use” (Victor). 
| Danny Scholl has two fine sides 
on National in “I’m Gonna Live 
| Till I Die” and “My Dream World.” 
| Art Mooney’s orch does an okay 
version of “Wham, Bam, Thank 
You, Ma'am” on M-G-M. ... Guy 
Mitchell does a fine job with a 
pretty ballad called “You're Not 
in My Arms Tonight” (Columbia). 
Bill Darnel’s Coral cutting of 


Latter should get jock 


of 


“Cincinnati Dancing Pig” okay, 
and other side, “You Can’t Get to 
Heaven on Roller Skates,” is a 


brightly-done rhythm-spiritual. 
Alexander Bros. (Mercury) okay on 
“Gone Fishin’,” but they shouldn't 
be wasted on western-type mate- 
rial, even if they do play guitars. 
. . . Bradford & Romano have 4a 
good novelty, “Somebody’s Got to 
Be Blue,” on Victor. Billy 
Williams quartet has a different 
version of “I Didn’t Slip, I Wasn't 
Pushed, I Fell” on M-G-M. . 
Roy Smeck has turned out eight 
okay Hawaiian-styled sides for 
Coral ... “Just Friends” gets good 
| rendition by Johnny Long on King. 
io Mercury has an interesting 
| organ- -block, combo in Mr. Goon 
| Bones and Barney Lantz, on ‘Fast 
| Train Blues.” 
Standout jazz, blues, rhythm, 
| country, western and polka: Jimmy 
| Dorsey ‘and his ‘ ‘original dixieland 
band, ” “Jazz Me Blues” and “Pan- 
| ama” (Columbia). “Get to Get- 
| tin’ ” and “Honey, Honey, Honey,’ 
| Viviane Greene, on Decca... . Hot 
Lips Page and Sylvia Vanderpool 
tL “Chocolate Candy Blues” an 
|“Pacifying Blues” (Columbia). . . - 
| Joe Hill Louis, “Don’t Trust Your 
| Best Friend” (Columbia). . . . The 
| Trumpeteers, “Who Is Your 
_ Friend” and “Somehow” (King’. 
. . . Red Saunders, “Lyin’ Girl 
| Blues” and “Blow, Mr. Low-Blow’ 
| (Columbia). ae “We're Gonna 
| Rock, ” Gunter Lee Carr, Decca. 
“Love Don’t Love Nobody” 
: and “Dreaming Blues,” Roy Brow? 
i (De — 
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A Thumbnose Sketch—Harry Ruby | Army Salutes Petrillo 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 


The night of Jan. 27, 1895, was a fateful one in the Bronx—they 
called it Harry Ruby. 
was born. 
his mother knitted him. Five years after, his birth they sent out notices 
—"it’s a boy!” 

Ruby comes,-from moderately destitute parents. For a few vears 
Harry just sat, around the house, only getting up to eat when somebody 
whistled. - 

He went to Public School '42 with Al Schacht, the famous’ Clown 
Prince of Baseball. They both claim they graduated, but there is no 
proof of this. Ruby was the only kid in school who could put. a curve 
on a spitball. His head and a bat could start a softball game any place. 
Harry was thrown out of two highschools before he tried Morris High. 
Here he was also thrown out. 
high schools! He then attended Eastman-Gaines business school, where 
he studied stenography and baseball averages. He was thrown out on 
two counts. So you see Harry got a wonderful education but he didn’t 
let it go to his head. While waiting for adolescence he hung out with 
a tough gang of neighborhood kids who took him to Siegel & Cooper’s 
to teach him shoplifting. Harry only took a fish the first day and was 
thrown out of the gang. 

When Harry was two years old he used to play on the piano, but his 
mother made him stop because she was afraid he would fall off. He 
practiced piano at home for 12 years, then found out they didn’t have a 
piano. So they got one. It cost the family three installments and a 
change of address. He was soon known as the near-sighted Paderewski. 
He is kinda funny about music; he knows when it’s rotten but can’t 
tell when it’s good. By now the kid was far from good looking. He 


looked like an unhappy eagle, so he decided to go on the stage, where | 


any kind of makeup would have helped his looks, especially cork. 

He started with the Messenger Boy Trio, though not the original one; 
this was the lousy version. He then did an act with Ed Koler; after 
the matinee there was a sign in the lobby, “Ruby & Koler will be re- 
placed tomorrow.” He then decided to manage an act called The 
Bootblack Trio, though not the original one; this was also the lousy one. 
He switched to working with Harry Cohn; the act was called Edwards 
& Ruby (Cohn was too proud of his name to use it). Ruby played the 
piano an€ Edwards (nee Cohn) ‘sang illustrated songs for three months 
at the old Claremont theatre in the Bronx. The manager had to keep 
them because the Wendover avenue gang (Ruby’s alma mater), who 
were studying for Sing Sing, told the manager they would tear the 
place apart if he fired Edwards & Ruby. He later decided he'd rather 
have a wrecked theatre than Edwards & Ruby. 

Ruby decided to do a single. He succeeded in being lousy without ' 
the help of Harry Cohn. He got a job at Gilligan’s at Classon Point. 
He took this particular job because he could get transportation for 
free; Harry Cohn was now the conductor of the trolleycar that went 
there. The trolley took Harry Cohn to the presidency of Columbia 
Pictures, and Ruby became a songp!lugger for the Gus Edwards Music 


Co.. He plugged songs at Woolworth’s 5c and 10e store and had a kid | 


helping him by the name of Walter Winchell. When the boys stopped 
singing, Woolworth raised his prices from 5 & 10 to a dollar. It was 
worth it! 

Ruby worked on the rathskeller circuit, places like Sennett’s, the 
Grapewine Coleys and many more joy-holes and booze conservatories 
where fe sprinted on the teeth of the torture box (piano to you). In- 
stead of drinks he’d take cigars and cash ’em in at the end of the night; 
the quarter came in handy. He was 17 when he wrote the music to 
Lou Klein’s words for his first song; they called it “I’m Going to Hold 
You Up Someday.” It was published immediately—by Harry’s father. 
His father still holds the record of going in and out of the song pub- 
lishing business quicker than anybody else. 
The 5 & 10 Kid 

Between playing ball in the afternoon and piano at night, Harry 
wrote parodies for anybody who had $5 or $10 (still the Woolworth 
influence). He met Bert Kalmar (of Kalmar & Brown, a headline vaude 
act), who had $5 and $10 (making $15 in-all), but who wouldn’t give it 
to Ruby because he wrote lyrics himself. 
lyrics together and wrote their first song, ‘Hello, Wisconsin,” which was 
published by Kalmar & Puck (Kalmar had to become a publisher to get 














their song published). The song was such a hit that Kalmar & Puck | 


dissolved partnership and Ruby went back to plugging songs for Watter- 
son, Berlin & Snyder. Kalmar was lyric-struck. Retiring from vaude- 
ville, he and Harry decided to write songs. 
cision; it was either that or go to work, One day while the boys were 
in Watterson’s office, Harry leaned on the keys of the piano, producing 
a flock of discordant notes. Watterson jumped up and said, “What's 
that number? I'll publish it!” That started the boys. Up to then Harry 


The Ludlow street jail was finished the day he) 
At the first glance they couldn't figure if he was born or if’ 


This gave him a total of 34 days in three | 


James, C. Petrillo, president of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, last week received a certifi- 
cate of “appreciation” from the} 
Adjutant’s General Office of the 
U. S. Army for the union chief's | 
cooperation with Army and Air 
Force recruiting programs. | 

Certificate, presented by Col. 
Charles W. Christenberry, specif- | 
ically mentions recording waivers | 
for the 10-year-old “Voice of. the | 
Army” program, one of the recruit- 
ing shows sponsored by the Armed 
Services. 


TD. On Verge 
Of Decca Deal 


Tommy 





/ 





Dorsey, who exited 
Victor a week ago after a series of 
“operational” disagreements, is on 
the verge of signing with Decca | 
Records. While contracts, haven’t 
been drawn up, terms have been 
agreed upon by Dorsey and Décea | 
artists and repertoire chief Dave | 
Kapp. 

New pact would run for a couple | 
of years, without options. Dorsey | 
would assume two roles in record- | 
ing for the diskery, one as a band- 
leader and the other as a trombone 
soloist. Under the former he’d 
head his orchestra. In the latter | 
role he would perform together 
with other artists, possibly Bing 
Crosby or the Andrews Sisters. 

Dorsey had been with Victor 
since his start as a bandleader. It’s 
reported that his departure took 
place after a series of tiffs over | 
type of tune he was to record and 
how he was to record it. 





Church Movement | 


| Adopts Bourne Hymn 


| The Laymen’s Movement for a 


Still Another Thrush Into Col Fold: 


Jo Stafford's 


- 





} 


Heywood Ready For 
Comeback After IlIness 


Pianist Eddie Heywood is ready- 
ing for a comeback after being 
inactivated for two years by ill- 
ness. Heywood, who before he was 
stricken recorded for Decca and 
played niteries, will cut eight sides 
for Columbia shortly and expects 
to return to niteries. 

Iilness paralyzed. one of his 
hands, and Heywood feared at the 
time he wouldn’t be able to play 
again. However, he says he is 
ready and will start playing niter- 
ies after his recordings are releas- 
ed. Pianist will work as a single. 
He has no intention of forming a 
band again. 


Dinah Shore Set 
To Shift to RCA 


The RCA Victor raid on Colum- 
bia Recording stable is on again. 
Dinah Shore is the latest wrapped 
up on a new Victor pact to take 
effect Jan. 1 when she is free of | 
Col. It is presumed Frank Sina- | 
tra, eventually, also will follow | 
into~RCA, if the Manie Sacks pat-'! 
tern of going after his past Co- 
lumbia disk pals holds true. 

Miss Shore’s RCA Victor deal is 
said to have a TV angle in its fu- 
ture. At the moment it is con- 
tractually unfeasible. 

Miss Shore currently is tied to 
CBS via a contract with Procter & 
Gamble. Options exténd three years 
beyond the next one upcoming. 
Thus she might be tied to CBS for 





They put their piano and | 


It wasn’t a difficult de- | 


Christian World, a lay church this period and her switch could be 
movement, has adopted a Bourne Nn a record basis only although 
| Music standard hymn, “Hear Me, | 5acks has pitched a three-way deal 
| Lord,” as its official song. Move-|for Victor waxings and NBC radio 
ment, which sponsors a Laymen’s | and television. 

Sunday in churches all over the! Still another angle in the Shore- | 
/nation on Oct. 15, in which laymen | RCA-Columbia checker-playing is 
take over church services for the | said to be Music Corp. of Amer- 
day, has designated that the song /ica’s position. Songstress_ will 
must be played in every church! probably exit that agency Oct. 1. 

| participating in the movement. | 


Because of the impetus given | 


the 1942 copyrighted hymn, Decca | LEEDS SUES KINGON | 
SONG INFRINGEMENT 


kins and a chorus, The Movement 
‘itself will plug the record and do 

King Records pulled a fast one, | 
Leeds Music charged in an in- | 


,much of the disk jockey contacting. 
Court Concession To fringement suit filed against the 


: ° *4¢ diskery in N. Y. federal court last | 
Mellin In Song sult eck. Platter firm: allegedly vio- 








thought it was Lee and Jake who had written the Schubert Serenade. | l 

The boys started turning out hits like “Who’s Sorry Now?”, “So Long Judge Sidney Sugarman last 
OO-Long,” “All Alone Monday,” “I Love You So Much,” “I Gave You week, Bobby Mellin’s Algonquin 
Up Before You Threw Me Down,” “My Sunny Tennessee,” “Thinking | Music, N. Y., was permitted to file 
of You,” “I Wanna Be Loved By You,” “The Simple Life,” “Do You |a supplemental complaint against 
Love Me?”, “Three Little Words,” and many others. They wrote com- Mills Music, songwriter Floyd 





edy skits for the “Follies,” “Music Box Revue,” “Vanities,” “Green- | “Salty” Holmes, London Gramo- 


With approval of N. Y. Federal | lated a section of the copyright 


laws when it recorded the tune, | 
“Drinking Wine, Spo-dee-o-dee, 
Drinking Wine.” 

Written by Granville McGhee, 
“Wine” was acquired by Leeds in| 


wich Village Follies.” Scores for “Helen of Troy, N. Y.”, “No Other | phone, Columbia, Decca and RCA | March, 1949, upon assignment by 


Girl,” “The Ramblers,” “Five O’Clock Girl,” “Animal Crackers” and Victor. Plaintiff's action claims 
“Good Boy.” With Guy Bolton, Kalmar & Ruby put on their own| Mills’ “I Found My Mama” was 
show, “Top Speed,” which introduced Ginger Rogers. pirated from its “Mama Blues. 

By now they were victims of regular eating, They were pale from; On July 12 Federal Judge 
sitting in the vault all day. They were in a successful rut. 


Some- Gregory Noonan dismissed the suit | 
thing had-to happen to break the financial monotony, and it did. on the grounds that Algonquin had | 
The Crash came and it left the boys with just a piano, lyrics and a failed to deposit two copies of. 
sense of humor. They put fresh paper in the soles of their shoes and “Mama Blues” with the Register | 
started for Hollywood. They were soor rolling out hits for Wheeler’ of Copyright in Washington. How- | cording” as well 


Williams, the complaint states, re-| 
wrote it as “Drinkin’ Wine, Spo- 


copyright. 


King waxed the number with-| 


out its consent, Leeds contends, 
and failed to give “notice of re- 





as make the} 


Shift From Capitol 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Columbia Records last week 
implemented its roster of female 
vocalists by signing Jo Stafford, 
one of Capitol’s top singers for the 
past six years. Miss Stafford is the 
first Capitol artist to follow Paul 
Weston to Columbia since he ex- 
ited his post as musical director 
of the Coast waxery a month ago. 

Columbia’s pacting of singer is 
seen as a move to fill the gap that 
will be left when Dinah Shore 
shifts to RCA Victor the end +f 
the year, (see story herewith). * 
Aside from Miss Shore and Miss 
Stafford, Columbia roster now in- 
cludes Doris Day, Rosemary 
Clooney and Toni Arden. 

Deal, which reportedly provides 


| for singer to get a $45,000 yearly 
| Suarantee for the next five years, 
| was consummated by Col prez Ted 


Wallerstein and agent Mike Nidorf 
here Friday (11). Wallerstein then 
left for Frisco, where he addressed 
a Columbia distributors meeting 
this week. 

Actually, 


negotiations were 


; Opened by William S. Paley, Co- 


lumbia Broadcasting System board 
chairman, before Sailing for 
Europe this summer. 


Pinza Angle 


Plans are for Miss Stafford, some 
of whose top sellers were on duets 
with Gordon MacRae, to team with 
Ezio Pinza. A hitch may develop 
in these plans, however, since 
Pinza’s Columbia contract runs out 
by November: Pinza is now under 


, Metro, and M-G-M Records, the 


film studio’s disk subsid, is re- 
ported wooing the singer to move 
over and thus tie in his picture- 
recording work. Miss Stafford can’t 
start with Columbia until ‘her 
Capitol pact runs out Dec. 15, and 
should Pinza decide to ankle Co- 
lumbia, it would be impossible to 


| get the two together. 


Miss Stafford joined Capitol in 
1944 as a single after recording 
on Victor as vocalist with the 
Tommy Dorsey“orch. When Weston 
moved to Columbia as Coast mu- 


_ sical director, she was expected to 
| follow, especially since- her con- 


tract contained a clause permitting 
her to leave within six months of 
his departure. Singer has earned a 
reported $380,000 during her Capi- 
tol career, working on a straight 
5% royalty basis. 


COAST WAXERIES AT 
PEAK ON PRESSING 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Spurt in record sales is reflected 
in activity at Coast pressing plants 
of the major waxeries. Columbia 
has a total of 35 pressers in opera- 
tion, peak in a considerable period. 


Decca also reports an upswing, 





| Progressive Music. Later J. Mayo! with 47 pressers. 





_dee-o-dee,” and Leeds secured a BMI Criticized By 


Indie Pub Group 


Conduct and ethics of Broadcast 





and Woolsey, “The Cuckoos,” “Broad-Minded,” “Bright Lights,” “Horse ever, the court granted the plain-| standard royalty payment of 2c per | Musie, Inc. are roundly criticized 


Feathers,” “Duck Soup” (for Marx Bros.) and “The Kid From Spain” 
for Eddie Cantor. In 1941 they came back to New York (rode in), to 
write the score for “High Kickers” for Georgie Jessel and Sophie 
Tucker. They now had so much dough that they split, Kalmar to 
write plays and Ruby to devote more time to his great love, baseball. 

Harry Ruby is known as the number one baseball fan. At one time 
he tried to convince Errol Flynn that baseball was America’s great- 
est pastime. Harry is not just a rooter but a fine ballplayer. As a 
batter he has only one weakness—a pitched ball. When he first went 
into semi-pro baseball he worked for peanuts; they let him keep all he 
didn’t sell. The greatest day of his life was when Al Schacht, then 
coach for the Washington Senators, got Harry into a game. A real 
major league game! Harry got into a uniform, and Schacht said: “Go 
out into leftfield and I’ll bat some balls to you.” Harry said, “Where 
is leftfield in this ball park?” 

He got to bat in the game and hit several line drives to the catcher. 
He has the eyes of a real batter—two peepee. He once organized a 
team of songpluggers; he was the pitcher. He had one idea—never let 
a man get more than one run at a time. The team was a success— 
they didn’t play. Everything Harry does wrong on a basebal' field 
comes to him naturally. ah ‘ > 

Metro has just produced a picture called “Three Little Words,” a 


Technicolor biog of Kalmar & Ruby, with Fred Astaire playing Kalmar | 


and Red Skelton Ruby. A couple of swell-looking and talented dolls 
Vera-Ellen (what a hoofer!) and Arlene Dahl (what a looker!) help a 
lot to make this a swell picture about two guys who rate the rest. Harry 
likes it because it gave him a chance to play the part of a baseball 
player, not as Harry Ruby, but under an alias. He plays bali very 
well under an alias. One season he called himeelf Ty Cobb. MGM 
made the picture as a warning to small boys who play piano and do 
magic. pre ' -* ~-s 


ce 


tiff permission to resume the ac-/ side. Suit asks an accounting of, in a petition now being circulated 
tion when a certificate of regis- | profits derived from the alleged in trade circles by a group describ- 


‘tration was obtained for the tune infringement plus payment of all 
involved. delinquent royalties. 


SPA Readies Renewal Contract 
For Submission to Publishers 


Songwriters Protective Assn. is |since on most of their picture work 
readying a song-renewal contract, | they sell complete rig! ts to the film 
first one in which SPA will have a company, which turns songs over to 
hand, for submission to publishers | its publishing subsid. 

‘within the next two of three weeks.| While lack of funds prevents 
Basic agreements are on a standard SpA from setting up a Coast office, 
contract and must be countersigned |New .§ York headquarters is trying 
by SPA, but up to this time renew- 'to get the Coast membership to 
als were out of SPA jurisdiction. , keep in constant contact on con- 
| SPA toppers, back from the tract questions. Prexy Sigmund 
Coast after attending the first meet- Romberg has prepared a letter 





ing of Coast cleffers in over six| which will go out to all members , 


years, have embarked on an educa- emphasizing the fact that SPA ex- 
tional campaign for Coast song- ists to serve the ‘members and that 
\writers. They said that the Holly-| they should take advantage of the 
wood cleffers were pretty much in | fact, not only for their own sakes 
ithe dark about publisher contracts, | but- for SPA’s. 


_ ing itself as a “committee of in- 
dependent musie ~ publishers.” 
Document claims that BMI is ex- 
ercising ‘monopolistic’ practices 
and urges other indie pubs to join 
| with them in a united protest. 

| Petition is signed by Perry 
| Alexander of Perry Alexander Mu- 
sic; Beatrice Reynolds, Mellow 
Music, and Joseph Nuccio, Crest- 
wood Music. Among a variety of 
charges made in the paper is the 
allegation that BMI’s demeanor 
“has had an oppressive effect up°~a 
a great majority of music pub- 
lishers and has virtua!ly driven 
them out of business.” + 


Commenting upon the petition 
this week, Alexander claimed that 
he and his associates have “loads 
of evidence” to prove that BMI 
has been “unfair.” Already pend- 
ing in N. Y. supreme court is a 
-suit brought against BMI by Crest- 
wood and some 50 other small 
‘pubs. They claim the defendant 
failed to pay them royalties from 
'non-radio sources. 
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Wednesday, August 16, 1950 


This week’s 





Release 50-33 





POPULAR 











BRADFORD and ROMANO 
Dinga-Linga-Ling 
Somebody’s Got To Be Blue 
20-3890—(47-3890)* 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


SAMMY KAYE 
There’s No Use 
Biids BOO iad cde 0 6% 20-3891—(47-3891)* 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


FREDDY MARTIN 
Rumbalero 
Did-Ee Did-Ee, Do Right By You 
20-3892—(47-3892)* 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


HUGO WINTERHALTER’S ORCHESTRA 
and “CHORUS 
Just An Echo In The Valley 
Memories of You..... 20-3893—(47-3893) * 


“HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


SPADE COOLEY 
Mountain Boys Have Fun With 
Mountain Girls 
Nine-Tenths Of The Tennessee River 
20-3894—( 47-3894) * 








COUNTRY 








THE CARTER SISTERS and 
MOTHER MAYBELLE 
Little Orphan Girl 
God Sent My Little Girl 
21-0372—(48-0372)* 





WESTERN 











ROY ROGERS and DALE EVANS 
Smiles Are Made Out Of The Sunshine 
May The Good Lord Take A Likin’ To Ya 
21-0373—( 48-0373) 





RHYTHM | 








ILLINOIS JACQUET 
Slow Down Baby 
Hot Rod ......ccccces> 22-0097—( 50-0097) 





POP SPECIALTY | 








HENRY MOCARSKY 
Intermission Polka 
Holiday On Mars—Polka 
25-1170—(51-1170)* 





NEW ALBUMS 


“MUSICAL SMART SETS” 


THE TAVERN POLKA BAND 
Polka Party ......++++: P-294—(W P-294)* 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


HUGO WINTERHALTER’S ORCHESTRA 
and CHORUS ’ 
Hugo Winterhalter Plays Isham Jones 
P-296—(W P-296)* 











*45 r.p.m. numbers. 








NOTE: All records in this panel are listed alphabetically by song title. 


© Bewitched 


Larry Green and the Honeydreamers 


€} Bonaparte’s Retreat 


Gene Krupa 


€} Count Every Star 


Hugo Winterhalter ... 


©} Cuddle Buggin’ Baby 


Enclosed One Broken Heart 
Eddy Arnold 


€} Hoop Dee Doo 


Perry Como 


©) | Cross My Fingers 


Perry Como 


©) I’m Movin’ On 


Hank Snow 


©! Thought She Was a Local — 


Sammy Kaye 


€} La Vie En Rose 


ee BOE. 2. cvccdecdewcesees 


Ralph Flanagan 
Melachrino Strings 


€} Sam’s Song 


Freddy Martin 


$) Tzena, Tzena, Tzena 


Ralph Flanagan 


Ma 





‘\ 


The Beer That I Left On the Bar 
Why Fight the Feeling 
Vaughn Monroe. .20-3880—(47-3880)* 


(Either or both of these sides could step 
out for the maestro. “‘Beer”’ has a “Whif- 
fenpoof Song” flavor and is treated to the 
hilt for similar atmospheric effect, while 
“Feeling” is a clever and catchy Frank 
Loesser ballad from the coming Fred 
Astaire-Betty Hutton flicker, “Let’s Dance.” 
Billboard Possibilities, August 12th.) 


I Love the Guy : 
Fran Warren... .20-3848—(47-3848)* 


(Number four, Disk Jockey Pick, Billboard, 
August 12.) 


I’m Bashful 
Mindy Carson... .20-3801—(47-3801)* 


(Numbe1 four, Operators Pick, Billboard, 
August 12.) 


. .. indicates records which, 

according to actual sales, are 
recognized hits. The trade is urged 
to keep ample stocks of these records 
on hand, or to reorder promptly when 
current stocks begin to approach the 
“sold-out” stage. 


designates that record ts 
one of RCA Victor’s “Certain 
Seven” — among the leading 


numbers on the trade paper best sell- 
ing retail sales charts. Obviously. sure 


things! 
20-3726—(47-3726)* és 
20-3766—(47-3766)* 


20-3697 —(47-3221)* &9 


21-0342—(48-0342)* ae 
20-3747—(47-3747)* 7] 
20-3846—(47-3846)* © 
21-0328—(48-0328)* ts 


20-3828—(47-3828)* 





cececees ee eeeceeess - 20-3819—(47-3819)* 7] 


20-3889—(47-3889)* 
20-3739-—(47-3739)* 


20-3798—(47-3798)* 


20-3847—(47-3847)* 


. indicates records which 

have enjoyed better than 

average initial consumer acceptance 

and stand an excellent chance of enter- 

ing the top-selling hit category. The 

trade is advised to watch these records 

carefully in order to maintain stocks 
consistent with demand. 


Phantom Stage Coach 
Vaughn Monroe. .20-3818—(47-3818)* 
(Number four. Retailers Pick, Billboard, 
August 5 and August 12.) 





Take a Letter, Miss Smith 
Tony Martin- Fran Warren, 
20-3874—(47-3874)* 


(Number eight. Operators Pick, Billboard, 
August 12.) 


TIPS: Polly Bergen’s “Oh, Them 
Dudes,” “I Got Tookin’.” 

20-3886—( 47-3886) * 

(This Record Now Shipping Coast to Coast.) 


The stars who make the hits 
~~“ RCA VICTOR Records « « 


RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION 
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= vy tare! TED STEELE FORMS — | Remington Co. Seeks 
Individual Disk Contracts By Legiters "” fic‘qwn music c0.| Modem Orchestration 


| (’ S ‘0 pd (’ 9 lb Ted Steele, television emcee Of S 
F | al i aanuniel . tr aus 0 
| CCA | reate hags on rigin ast A ums | nel seo ng + dag bonged Remington Records, pperetins 


, : , music publishing firm, Plaza Music iced disk : tl 
i , less influential. | priced diskery, is currently scour- 
| With an increasing number of, were some one $s Co. Saam Setht doe tundewe eraeeates. 


‘legit performers being signed to Key to the difficulty- stems from | can Society of Composers, Authors | tions of Oscar Straus’ operettas 
‘recording contracts, record com- fact that the diskeries bidding for and Publishers license. Steele is | Oytft recently made a deal with 
panies are expected to run into album rights must buy them from | 4" ASCAP writer. et Straus to record his works. How- ; 
more difficulties in contracting for;the producer of the show.  Pro-| wilt ae et hag Marea, or agers 4 poh tie Uae dee ee ™~ 
original-cast recordings of Broad-/ ducer is not responsible for his) anager, and Donald Ovens, his| own orchestrations and is looking . 
way musical hits. Diskery 1 ich} star’s recording obligations, and programming assistant. Firm has| for new arrangements. It's ex- 
contracts to do ane, Snes “cast | the resulting tangle must be already set #ts first song, “When | pected that the Straus compositions 
mg a. al ae thane gine he % ping. dma sdenedaie | Elsie Simmons and Robert = — ay total ry 15 operas 
: i | Steele at present has an after-| which wi e released in the U. S. 

contract with the competitor. | Situation has occurred a few) noon video show over WPIX, N. Y.,| during October to take advantage 

Situation is pointed up by the|times, but not often, in the past, | and a disk jockey show on WMCA, | of the Metropolitan Opera season, 
, present predicament of RCA Vic nainly because there weren't too|N.Y. He broke up his band over; In line with Remington record- 
presenting ee 7 oe be = orage 3 i many legiters under contract. It a year ago, but still brings it to- ings overseas, Willa Stewart, Amer- 
Me Madam” neg A ieee bites happened with Alfred Drake, who — tl a eee tage a. soprano, who arrived 
“eS » me om s _— ates. e'll continue his present | in the U. S. from London July 2 
naturally has taken up rights to was under contract to Victor when | teevee and deejay activities. | planes to Vienna Sept. 10, pe Re 
is 9 a neagpePo —_, But — Columbia secured album rights to | she’ll wax “Aida” and “Trovatore.” 
Merman, who'll star, is under a “Kiss Me, Kate,” in which Drake ei ic " 
America . Decca contract, and up to now ee gern tn that case, Victor | aoe a FE nongy Page 7 pote he ‘as coche 
Decca is reluctant to let her go jet Columbia record Drake, but | Th gy ‘ 


Firm will apply for an Ameri- 








. ° te D obey, whose band is cur-| an aggregation of 95 musicians re- 
Lovely Singing for the original-cast album. |made them tag the line, “Courtesy died at Paper's Showiand, is in a| cording exclusively for the disk 
¢ While situation is not viewed of RCA-Victor,” under Drake's |}ocal hospital, recuperating from|company. Remington has_ con- 
~ too seriously in this case, because |name. Columbia let Decca record} an abdominal operation. _Band/| tracted for 90 hours of recorded 
Star “it’s a Berlin show,” it’s an indi-| Pearl Bailey in the original-cast| will continue on the stand until! music per month on a years’ basis 

‘cation of what might happen if it'version of “Arms and the Girl.” /'elose of the engagement next week. | with the orch. 





Next Dec. 5 and Feb. 9 Reming- 
ton will take over Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., for the presentation of a con- 


cert featuring about 10 Austrian 

Ab TELE AT ARTI ETE . : . 
RE ; Al | instrumentalists and vocalists. 
They'll be backed by a full sym- 





phony orch. Outfit has also booked 
about 14 other halls in major cities 
and will send the Austrian artists 
on a cross-country tour. Company, 
which is now waxing at the rate of 
about 70 LPs monthly in France, 
Austria, Germany, Italy and Spain, 
expects to have a minimum of 250 
long-playing platters on the market 
before the first of the year. Wax- 
ery’s longhair works on 10-inch LP 
platters go for $1.49, while the 12- 
inch LP longhairs sell for $1.99. 





‘ 
| 





VARIETY 
Survey of retail disk best 
sellers, based on reports ob. 
tained from leading stores in 
12 cities and showing com- 
parative sales rating for this 
and last week. 


Nation Week Ending 
won Rug. 12 


Her Latest Hit! This Last 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title 


NAT “KING” COLE (Capitol) 
1 yf “Moma Lisa”—1010... .......... 


9 5 2 
| GARY-BING CROSBY (Decca) Tops of the Tops 
2 2 Sam’s Song”—27112........... 8 4 a ee > € ¢. 4  S- 7. Retail Disk Best Seller 
G. JENKINS-WEAVERS (Decca) “Mona Lisa” 
3 3 “Goodnight Irene”—27077....... SPS er Bn Se ea eee 


Retail Sheet Best Seller 





| 








Philadel phia—( Wanamaker) 











Omaha—(A. Hospe Co.) 











Irving Caesar translating his 
“Sing a Song of Friendship” into 
Korean and will offer it to the 
State Dept. for propaganda pur- 
poses. 

















Kansas City—(Jenkin’s Music Co.) 





San Francisco—(Sherman-Clay) 
San Antonio—(Central Radio) 


Los Angeles—(Denel’s Mus.Shop) 


New York—(Davega Stores) 
Boston—(Boston Music Co.) 
Seattle—(Sherman Clay) 
Indianapolis—(Pearson’s) 
aeZ@On SOPHO 


Chicago—(Hudson Ross) 
Detroit—(Grinnell Bros.) 
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GARY-BING CROSBY (Decca) “Mona Lisa’”’ 
4 5 “Play a Simple Melody”—27112.. 5 .. .. 3 ee 9 3 me 44 _ 44 “Most a. Disk 
i “Mona Lisa” 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) ‘ 
‘] $ 9% tena Tees, Senet. 88 8. ol 
| BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) | Best British Seller 
| 6 4 “I Wanna Be Loved’—10716..... Sewer ae aries 2 eee oe “Bewitched” 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) = 
7 8 “La Vie En Rose”’—20-3819...... 2 7 Sree eee eee eo a. 2% 32 For Christmas 
coupled with | G. JENKINS-WEAVERS (Decca) 
8 6 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—27077.... 1 .. (ae Mer cae. stat Barun cite’ ~ ce aeaee 21 C-H-R-I-§-T-M- A-S 
| KAY STARR (Capitoi) and 
9A 7 “Bonaparte’s Retreat’—936...... Te i aol ee, a oe ae eT THE MERRY 
MEL TORME (Capitol) 
| 9B 14 “Bewitched”—1000 ............. ee ee tl a eS ae CHRISTM AS POLK A 
an JO STAFFORD (Capitol) NBC 





10A 16 “No Other Love”’—1053......... ee ay See Paes 2 ee ee For the Winter Season w 
| GORDON JENKINS (Decca) Pai 
\}P 10 SMILE |= 10B 9 “My Foolish Heart”—24830...... eras VM: ae ee es ee F ROSTY 
PERRY COMO (Victor) THE SNOWMAN Su 
11 15 “I Cross My Fingers”—20-3486... aa? Gag ate 

































































3 oie ee £5 Oe! oy pe- 2 
> . . AMES BROS. (Coral) HILL & RANGE Songs, Inc., N. Y. et 
Available in 12 .. “Can Anyone Explain”—60253... 4 .. .. 6 .. 1. «se se ee oe ee ee 12 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
78 and 45 RPM 13... +“Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—5454..... eo Oe ae ee ee eee ae ee eee ON HIS WAY 
LARRY GREEN (Victor) 
14 .. “Bewitched”—20-2329A ......... ee ee ee Oe ae ree eee ee ve) 
e HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) 
15A 16 “Count Every Star’—20-3007B... .. 6G... .. .. .. os «. os « « 8 8 
KAY STARR (Capitol) i yp 
D 27103 if 15B .. “Mississippi’—1072 ............. ee be ee eT ae oy ks os eee 8 : _ 
ecca D. HAYMES-A. SHAW (Decca) > 
(78 rpm) 164A 10 “Count Every Star”—27042...... ae a ae: a ee eee ae ee ae 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) THAN 
and 16B .. “Vagabond Shoes”—5429........ ee ee ae ae 9 7 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
. 1G 3 “La Vie En Rose” —24816 Tree k oe 3% ee o° ee * o% ee 7 me ss es 7 ST. NICHOLAS MUSIC CO 
Decca 9-27103 MINDY CARSON (Victor) "1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19° 
(45 rpm) es Og Ye er | 7 
Bb. 1 2 3 4 5 — 
eu SOUTH PACIFIC | ANNIE GET YOUR | YOUNG MAN —_— ° 
e F I V E T O P : oe HARMONY TIME | DIXIE BY DORSEY America’s Next Big Ballad! 
Broadway Cast GUN es — The Chordettes Jimmy Dorsey 4 4 
’ ‘ . James-D. Day , 
, A L B U M S yore Hollywood Cast Columbia Columbia Columbia ALL j 
Price 75c¢ (plus tax) ‘ M-G-M C198 CL6111 C196 























ML4180 E-509 CL6106 C201 CL6095 79 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies MY LOVE 
(Based on Points Earned) . 
No. of French Title ‘Bolero 
Label Records Points 
Decca . 











No. of — 
Label Records Points Widely Recorded— 
eee eeeeoeeeeeeeeeeenesee 7 228 M-G-M eee ee eeeeseeeeeesese.es 1 35 ironien Now! 
R E C Oo od D S — Wes erenereee er eeehtcn iy 152 | Mercury seeees ere eeeeeereeeeie 2 17 
cir eee ee ee ee ee 69 Cc ral se ee ereee Peewee eererneeesres ° 
iit eee 1 40 on ' = rien eclanstaae Sor 

















| : |] 1619 Broedway = New York 19 
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;poned scheduled trip to the Coast 


New York ifor a few weeks ... singer Don | 


Columbia’s Mitch Miller flew to Cherry goes to Minneapolis next | 


Chicago over the weekend to record bee to re ge in the maoes 

. | Amateur Go ourney... rde 
Dick Jurgens...Guy Lombardo and | Grofe due back from  Londoa. 
his wife spending the week sail-|where he did a recording session | 
ing... . Professional Music Men, | with the New Symphony Orch, on 
relief unit of Music Publishers Friday (19) . . . Victor musical di- 
Contact Employees, holding its an-|;ector Hugo Winterhalter vaca- | 
nual golf tourney today (Wed.) at | tioning .., Amos Milburn flew 
River Vale (N.J.) Country Club from Texas one-nighter tour to 
. . - Goddard Lieherson, Columbia |the Coast to record for Aladdin. 
Records exec veepee, back from 

Hollywood 


vacation ... Victor cuts Don Cor- 

nell before singer leaves for five- 

week personal appearance tour | Jerry Gray orch, currently at the 

... Frank Sinatra back from Euro-/ pajjadium, Hollywood, doing a 

pean vacation ... Dave Kapp post- three-reel short at Universal. 
Frank Yankovic’s polka crew also 

Bushkin 

and, trie 











| Nick Stuart band treks’ here 
after current date at Hotel Roose- | 
velt, New Orleans, for’ three 
three-day weekends at Aragon 
terpery starting Sept. 1 and then | 
shifts on Sept. 22 to the Last) 
Frontier, Las Vegas, for 10 weeks. 
... Bobby Ramos rhumband checks 
into Club Zarape Friday (18) for. 
indef stand. 

Harold Stern orch set for a fort- 
night at the Flamingo, Las Vegas, | 
starting Sept. 7...Ray Anthony | 
band will make its Coast bow Oct. | 
10 at the Palladium, staying five | 
weeks...Ralph Flanagan will bow 
at the Palladium late in ey ig 
. . Bill Snyder orch inked by N. Y. 
Paramount at flat $4,500 per frame 
for a two-weeker with usual op- 
tions, starting Oct. 18. 





|attorney Mort Schaeffer, notified 


| will be spotted in the briefie. .. .| 


| Jurgens aired the song on a re- 
| mote. 


| Jurgens’ pianist and arranger at 
the time Albrecht brought in the | week’s operation of a bonus-dis- 


| “*Elmer’s Tune.” 


| in New England last week, drawing | 
| over $3,600 and 2,800 customers at 
Hampton Beach, N. H.; $3,300 and 
2,200 people at Old Orchard Beach, | 


ALBRECHT CHARGES 
LIFT OF ‘SAM’S SONG  Miscome’s Sine cateuser benrcom, 


Chicago, Aug. 15. | Manchester, N. H. 
Currently popular tune, “Sam’s| Meanwhile, it’s reported that the , 
Song,” nas been lifted from his | terms of the bandleader’s new pact | 


own number, “How Was I to 
Know” according to composer El- 
mer Albrecht. Albrecht, through 


|ceive a $50,000 yearly guarantee | 
\for the next 10 years. Kaye 
| switched to Columbia after Victor | 
allegedly refused to meet his terms. | 

Band is slated to spend the next | 
| three and one-half weeks touring 
; the east. Kaye goes into Virginia 
| out a settlement. | Beach, Va., for 11 days, starting 

Disk of the tune is alleged to! Aug. 25, and returns to New York 
|have been written in 1942 under | Sept. 10. 
the title ‘‘Words Are Not Enough,” 
and two years later the song was 
copyrighted as “How Was I to 
Know.” Notice contends that the 
tune was brought to orch leader 
Dick Jurgens, at that time playing 
at the Aragon ballroom here. After 
making a complete arrangement, 


Weiss Music Co., “Sam” publish- 
ers, of the alleged infringement 
last week, in an attempt to work 


ginia Beach date. 


Bonus Discount 
Boosts Cap Biz 


| Early indication of good business 
| expected in the fall is reported by 
| Capitol Records, which in the first 





Number, however, achieved 
no popularity at that time. Com- 
poser of “Sam’s Song,” Lew Qua- 
dling, was revealed to have been 


song. Albrecht is also composer of count plan to dealers reports near- 
Jack Elliott co- | full quotas. 


authored “Sam's Song” with Qua- Capitol’s plan offers a 10% bonus 


dling. discount to dealers, in addition to 

Vocalist Harry Cool, who then | the regular 2% discount for 30 
sang with the band, and Jurgens | days. 
have both issued statements to | payment time to 90 days. 
Schaeffer attesting to the “substan- | ed in items are new releases, the 
tial similarity” between the songs. | forthcoming Christmas line, and a 
Jurgens, however, could not recall catalog of 900 pop, classical, west- 








Mot.: ERNEST ANDERSON, 340 &. 52 8t.. N Y 


Chicago 

Herbie Fields orch booked for 
Club Silhouette here Aug. 18 for 
two weeks, then to The Flame, St. 
Paul, Sept. 4 for three weeks... 
|Louis Armstrong slated for Horse 
| Shoe Club, Rock Island, Se t. 29 
‘for two weeks ... Sid Robbins, 
|who penned “Blind Date,” struck 
| by auto while crossing street here. 
_He’s recovering in Wesley Memo- 
'rial . . . Tiny Hill orch pegged for 
two-month theatre and one-nighter 
tour . . Betty McGuire to Fla- 
|mingo Supper Club, Charlotte, 
|N: C., Sept. 14 for four weeks . 
| Ralph Ginsburgh concert ensemble 
celebrated 25 years in the Vic- 

















NEW REVIVALS 


‘Exactly Like You’ 
‘You’re a Sweetheart’ 
7” 


Standards by 
Jimmy McHugh 


| by etching LP for Columbia . 
| Lawrence Welk tagged for m 
one nighting during Sept. 
'singer Buddy Moreno held 

















over at 


| warbling on tele for Hyde Park 
Beer. . . Dick LaSalle to Muehle- 
bach hotel, K.C., Aug. 30 for three 
weeks . . Shapiro-Bernstein Chi 
rep, Irwin Berke, is vacationing in 
Michigan with family . . Benny 
Miller, local Laurel Music topper, 
moved to the Coast as pub man- 
ager . . . Stan Daugherty, music 
director of KMOX, St. Louis, in 
for visit . Jerry Glidden re- 
booked for Congréss hotel Aug. 
ar Jimmy Featherstone 
pegged for Martinique ballroom 
nere Aug. 29, with Art Kassel band 
following Sept. 12 Bobby 
Mellin, Mellin Music topper, planed 
.from New York for visit. 








AXTON MUSIC 





° 


'torian Room of the Palmer House 


onth’s | 


| Chase hotel, St. Louis, and is also | 


whether it was Waddling who had ern and children’s records. Records 
done the arranging on that partic- are in all three speeds. 


ular tune. At the end of the first week of op- 
| Weiss set up publisher opera-/ eration of the discount plan. Capi- 
| tions in Hollywood on the strength | tol toppers reported that the New 
|of the tune which is credited to | York distrib had filled 80% of its 
' Quadling, 30-day quota, while Boston had hit 


70%. 
Sam (Weiss) Finds The Response of dealers surprised 
Suits Too Long, Too 
| good. 


A number of copyright infringe- | 
‘ment suits have been filed or, 
|threatened against Sam Weiss, | 
| indie Coast publisher, over his hit, | 
| “Sam's Song,” during the past | 
| week. Weiss, who is in New York 
at present, said that at least four 
|suits are being readied against 




















him, j 

Bourne Music, he said, has filed and his orchestra 
a suit in England against him, ‘ 
charging infringement on a song) featuring ¥ 
called, “Wouldn't It Be Fun,” | 
which Bourne copyrighted a little | 0 SCOTTEE MARSH DON BYRNE 
— 4 year ago. Weiss also said | F Currently 
that Lou Levy, Leeds Music presi- | 
| dent, had threatened to file suit | a Paramount Theatre 
Over a 1928 tune upon which he | New York 


| claimed “Sam’s Song” infringed. | 
'A Chicago pubbery and a Coast) 
| publishing firm have also filed suit 
| against him. 
| One other firm has claimed 

| Similarity to one of its tunes, but 

has declined to take any action. 
| against Weiss. This is Leo Feist, | 
| Inc., which has a 1927 tune re-| 
} ported to be similar. | 


Sseees 
a es 
| 


New York 
745 5th Ave. Pj. 9-4600 


It also extends the 30-day | 
Includ- | 


Series of one-nighters | 
will be sandwiched around the Vir- | 





Capitol execs themselves, who had | 
_expected good business but not that | 


His Trombone and Harp Solos 


BOBBY BYRNE 


€ 
ss a 
ST Mo 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 
JOE GLASER, Pres. 
Chicago 


203 No. Wabash 


Sheet Sales Continue Marked Rise, 


— Business Well Above Last Y 
— VARIETY 2 | Sheet music sales, which have | eral weeks ago, when the first deal- 
Survey of retail sheet music & 5 * § rapidly been rising in the past er orders for the fall started com- 
sales, based on reports obtained 5 = =} 8 nd three weeks, took a sudden jump jingin. A - of ss = to come 
‘ ; : a} ° ‘2 this week that has placed total | /ay in the fact that orders were 
from leading words In Rey ontas as 8 5 % = “9 ~ , h : th | being placed two weeks earlier 
and showing comparative sales sible |?%]A S . = chara rt nciehman ts those for the same | tan is customary. Sales rose each 
rating for this. and last week. hy =| > ClSlelitisis 8 E | o | Period last year. Business right now | week, and early this week New 
= g z GSisiczls % a = | y | is far better than at any time dur- | York jobbers reported they were 

PA Olam | Sil aleis | &l els i as ox | snowed under with orders. 
mizliSiszisialsels sia) 2] A ing this year. von, arene. 

e a been eee 6s /Pl(Sisiais;ay et Sales have been rising since sev-|_ Rise is in line with expectations 
‘ Week Ending Sie ie |Z18) el a -|}S]yvl Sie | by both publishers and _ record 
National 4i 5 © e o Ssiezli2is 5 el P fj | companies that this fall would be 
Rating -1|% ‘la|& {lo ]°O §|; oO 7 |a banner one saleswise. Korean 
Aug. 12 5 4 é 7/8 | = | s uisé HE eo | | u us es aye | war is a factor, of course, but pub- 

This Last S 2 i £ : x : Sisigi< . | lishers see additional reasons. 
’ : ae 4 os | a é | : E § | One is the surprising number of 
a m..-. rev meme d. k Aloisi linlslola S Di k t (’ t tunes that have suddenly assumed 
1 1 “Mona Lisa” (Paramount)........ . 4} 86.8 &£ 2.2.3 §. £.-3 32 IS $ 0 ompe e hit ae ay eye owed Rae a 
" Gitnwmatn & 9 : 5 oe ’ r | Wooms. ; , ea 
ae eee oom Weiss) nadine a ,_ e 6.2 8 5.6 d 4 62 ° | that they have broken in a matter 
2B 2 Bewitched” (Chappell) NPT Ere 8 a 8 5 1 - + z 2 $$ 10 62 of a couple of weeks, instead of the 
3A 5 “Goodnight Irene” (Spencer)..... i a SS Oh SA ee werner pee I ac og | customary six-week average period. 
“3B 7 “Simple Melody” (Berlin). ....... S85 Vin ws 0 + oe 6 oe Oe Me | Examples of this are “Tzena, Tzena, 
“4 6 “Count Every Star” (Paxton)..... i. 2.5. 5° 8 39 .. 8 9 48 || Sammy Kaye cut his first pair of | Tena’ and br pe Fi nero 
6 3 “I Wanna Be Loved” (Supreme).. 9 .. 10 2 4 5 10 .. 6 6 36 {| (14), and the diskery is reported | half weeks after the first recording 

7 8 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena” (Cromwell) 5 6 9 7 ier a age 33 rushing pressings of the disk to | had been released. 

“8 11 “Hoop-Dee-Doo” (Morris)........ ae oo ee es 4 8 29 jf, compete with backlog Kaye left at| Latest example of a quick break 
9 7 “piano Roll Blues” (Leeds) r 6 9 10 7 19 || Victor when he ankled the firm last is “Can Anyone Explain,” which 
id “Ta Vie En Rose” (Ha ew 3 — 7 “3 i8 | week. | was put on “the rack,” distributed 
m — ——— Pg A lage — — 2 - Kaye stopped in New York to| by Music Dealers Service, last 
ji _9 "My Foolish Heart” (Santly-Joy) . 10 z Se. I a 16 |! record “Sugar Sweet” and “Harbor | Week. - Song’s placement on the 
12 ae “Stars Are Windows” (Pickwick). “a 6 S ss 8 13 Lights” while on an eastern tour | Track gives it an automatic order 
i3 9  “Bonaparte’s Retreat” (Acuff-Rose) 10 7 4 12 of one-nighters.. Bandleader was | Of 100,000 copies, and this only 18 
reported to have hit solid grosses | days after the first record, by the 


Ames Bros., had been released. By 
the time major recording compa- 
nies had released their versions of 
the tune there were already orders 
for the 100,000 copies. Tommy Va- 
lando’s Laurel Music, which pub- 
lishes the song, had to rush print- 
ing when the song was placed in 
the rack; his initial copy order 


|with Columbia call for him to re-| hadn’t come through yet. 


Fact that public response to the 
new songs has been so strong is 
furnishing hope to the publishers 
that sheet music business may be 
on its way to a revival, Feeling is 
that the war situation is causing 
people to turn to music, as well as 
other forms of entertainment, with 
a consequent hypoing of both sheet 
and record sales. 
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Petrillo 
With Shubert 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 
James C, Petrillo has stepped 
into unsettled dispute between | 
the Shubert theatres and the mu- 


| 
sicians union and assigned Henry 


Kaiser, counsel for the American 
Federation of Musicians, to repre- 
sent Philly Local 77 in the wrangle. | 

Immediacy has been given the 
need of a settlement through the 
fact that the four Shubert theatres 
here and the musicians haven't 


gotten together on a contract al- 
though the stage season is set to 
kick off in two houses, the Forrest 
and Locust, Labor Day week. 

A complaint by the local Shubert 
management was filed last spring 
with the National Labor Relations 
Board charging the union with un- 
fair labor practices, in insisting 
that musicians be employed for 
the dramatic houses. The Locust 
and Walnut attractions are usually 
straight dramatic fare, with the 
musical shows presented at the 
Shubert and Forrest, although the 
latter two houses also. present 
straight plays. 

Under previous contracts both 
the Locust and Walnut have hired 
pit orchestras, employing about a 
dozen musicians between them. 
They were used for the entr’acte 
music, or not, as the play pro- 
ducers choose. The local Shubert 
management is complaining to the 
NLRB to make a test case of the 
issue. 

Word of Petrillo’s interest in 
the matter came from Charles L. 
J. McConnell, Jr., newly elected 
president of Local 77. McConnell, 
who inherited the dispute from the 
previous regime, went to New York 
and called upon J. J. Shubert to 
reach an agreement. Shubert told 
McConnell he was in no mood to 
discuss the complaint, and felt he | 
had no right to interfere in the | 
“matter. 

McConnell then went to Pe-| 
trillo’s office. Although he was in 
Chicago at the time, Petrillo talked 
to the Philadelphian over the}! 
phone, Petrillo promptly accepted 
the case as a national problem and 
assigned Kaiser. The AFM counsel 
came to Philadelphia and prepared | 
the necessary briefs whith have 
been forwarded to the NLRB. 





Spitzer Takes Over As 


+ 


Steps Into Philly Dispute 


Theatres, Local 77 


Cap’s Lee Gillette 


Prowls For Material 


Lee Gillette, of Capitol Records’ 
Coast artists and repertoire staff, is 





| due in New York Aug. 23 to line up 
| a series of recording dates. Gillette 


is also making a six-week tour of 
the south and eastern seaboard | 
looking for new material. While in 
New .York, he’s expected to record 

Jan Garber and other Capitol art- | 
ists playing in town. 

Meanwhile, eastern musical di- 

rector Pete Rugelow has gone to the 

Coast for six-weeks. Rugelow. will 

record Mel Torme and Stan Ken- | 
ton. He will also prepare some ar- 

rangements for Kenton. 


FLANAGAN SNARES 
$6,600 IN 3 DAYS: 


Detroit, Aug. 15. 


In line with the public’s demand 
for new bands, Ralph Flanagan’s 
orch, playing its first mid-west date | 
at Wall Lake (Mich.) Park last 
weekend, broke all existing rec- | 
ords at the spot three days running. 
Band, which has consistently been 
racking up top returns, opened at 
the park Friday (11) and played 
through Sunday (13). Dancery 
grossed over $11,000 for the three 
days, of which Flanagan reported- 
ly got 60°, or around $6,600. | 
These figures don’t include the 
25c. tax. 

Tickets went for $1.25 plus tax. 
Total attendance for the three days 
exceeded 9,600. A little under 
2,700 payees were on hand Friday 
night, while Saturday eve saw 
4,400 terpers. About 2,500 cus-| 
tomers attended Sunday night. 





Flanagan’s Pitt Record 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 15. 

Ralph Flanagan’s band, making 
its first appearance in this terri- | 
ory, broke the attendance record 
at West View Park’s Danceland | 
last Thursday (10) on a _ one-| 
nighter. Flanagan drew 3,242 paid 
admissions to beat the mark set | 
by Vaughan Monroe. Flanagan 

topped him by around 650, 
Record 


j 
{ 


} 
shop and disk jockey | 


Top Songs. on TV 
(Alphabetically Listed) 
‘Week of Aug. 4-10 

(Based on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and Au- 
dience Trend Index, published 
by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, director.) 
Bewitched Chappell 
Hoop-Dee-Doo 
Still Get Thrill. Words & Music 
Wanna Be Loved....Supreme 
Let’s Do It Again.... Robbins 

5 Top Standards 
Exactly Like You. .Shapiro-B. 
Get Happy 
Sunny Side Of St...Shapiro-B. 
That Old Black Magic Famous 
You My Sunshine...Southern 


Push Polka Orchs 











For Offish Nights 


Polka nights, which have been 
gaining popularity in dancehalls in 
recent months, are in for 


a big} 


push from General Artists Corp. | 


Agency is getting behind its polka 
orchs with a _ special promotion 


| labeled “Polka Band Parade.” GAC 
operators a/| 


is offering ballroom 
package of five polka bands for 
five consecutive weeks. Each band 
would play 
a week. 
Package is 
premise that 


being sold on the 
it would be a good 
bet to bring in the polka crews 
on off nights. Booking office is 
basing this selling point on the 
successful returns taken in by the 


Roseland ballroom, N. Y.; Arcadia | 


ballroom, N. Y.; West View Park, 
Pittsburgh, and Ritz Ballroom, 
Bridgeport, all of which have been 
experimenting with weekly polka 


one stipulated night 


sessions on what normally would 


be slow nights. 


The bands of Walt Solek, Gene | 


Wisniewski, Ted Tyle and Ted 
Maksymowicz are included in the 
package. Also The _ Aristocrats 
orch. Latter outfit and Solek record 
for Columbia Records, while 


| Wisniewski waxes for Dana, Tyle 


for Coral and Maksymowicz for 
Decca. 





Wayne King to Do 


| 1-Niters, Locationers 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 
For the first time since 1942, the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


tieups preceding orch’s appearance | Wayne King orch will do one-night- | 


locally was a big factor in the mob | er tours and location dates. King 
that turned out at West View. | is slated to tee off in mid-Septem- 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of Aug. 4-10, 1950 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 


listed. 
A Little Bit Independent niche beeen ese se deaee 
as ehie bu 6 +h 04 ee 


All My Love 

Bewitched dceneeceee ces Qe 

Can Anyone Explain . svovdeeiicdcc’s SG 
Count Every Star ... Paxton 

Down the Lane every re | 

Dream A Little Dream Of Me escnce ely ODOINE 
Golden Sails On A Sea Of Blue rere 
Gone Fishin’ 

Hoop-Dee-Doo 

Didn’t Know What T 

Didn’t Slip I Wasn’t Pushed I Fell 
Don’t Care If the Sun Don’t Shine 
Love the Guy (I Love the Girl 
Still Get a Thrill 

I Wanna Be Loved 

If I Had a Magic Carpet Shapiro-B 
PO OS ee ee ee 
Let’s Choo Choo Choo Idaho—?“‘Duchess of Idaho”. Robbins 





.. Chappell 


Famous 
Shapiro-B 
Words-Music 
Supreme 


I 
I 
I 
I 


My Foolish Heart—*“My Foolish Heart” 
Our Very Own—?*“Our Very Own” 

Play a Simple Melody 

Rain : 

Sam’s Song . 

Sentimental Me 

Sometime 


Sam Weiss 
Knick’b’ck’r 
Witmark 
Shapiro-B 
Morris 
Paramount 
Miller 


The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office 
of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 
listed. 

Are You Lonesome Tonight 

Can’t We Talk it Over 

Friendly Star 

Happy Feet 

Home Cookin’—?*‘‘Fancy Pants” 

I Cross My Fingers .... 

I'd Do Better Up In the Mountains 
I Hadn’t Anyone Till You 

I Was Dancing With Someone 
I'll Always Love You . Famous 

Fil Bulle: @ ROPER HOUSE . ecw cccccescccccss Campbell 
I’m Bashful Santly-Joy 
Longing oocceces MEIOR DOE YT 
My Destiny 

No Other 


Advanced 


Cromwell 
Famous 


Broadway 


Picnic Song 

Roses 

Say When ..... 
Sweetest Words I Know 
Tenderly — 
Third Man Theme—7*“Third Man” 
Tonight Be Tender To M ‘ 
Vagabond Shoes ...... 


Hill & Range 
.-.. Duchess 
.... Life 
.. Morris 
cceceee. Chappell 
Jefferson 








+ Filmusical. * Legit musical. 


| Park’s next name one-nighter will| ber, with a tentative booking at | 





Sales Agent for Foley 


Henry Spitzer last week com-| 
pleted a deal with Red Foley to | 


be Sammy Kaye, who comes in 
tomorrow (Wed). 





Freeport, Ill. 
| New policy is prompted by the 
} success of the waltzer’s RCA Vic- 


| 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


act as selling agent for the folk, tor Album, which has met with 


artist’s two ‘publishing firms. heavy counter sales. King will not! New York songpluggers, whose late hours keep them constantly open 


° ’ 
Duke Ellington’s Son : | | New Ye ugge 7 constantly op 

Henry Spitzer Music Co. will act : extend his one-night radius any te suspicion by their wives, probably had their spouses in an inquiring 
as selling agent for Old Hickory | Forms New Diskery large distance, to enable him to, State of mind last week when they each received a mysterious, indi- 
Music Co., which is Foley’s Ameri- |jump back to Chi for Thursday | vidually-addressed postcard. The cards read: “Dear Blank, There Will 
can Society of Composers, Authors}. Mercer Records, new diskery| night tele spot on CBS. King’s Never Be Another You—Can’t We Talk It Over, (signed) PLM.” The 
and Publishers firm. Spitzer Songs, headed by Duke Ellington’s son,| last location date was over a year | harried songpluggers hastened to explain that PLM stood for Patti, 
Spitzer's Broadcast Music, Inc.,, Mercer Ellington, has been formed ago, at the Edgewater Beach hotel.| LaVerne and Maxine, and “There Will Never Be Another You” and 
firm, will handle selling for Foley’s in New York. Platter outfit will, | “Can’t We Talk It Over” were the titles of the songs on the Andrews 
BMI affiliate, Music City Songs. work in close association with the | ‘ beer aged latest Decca record. Trio’s manager, Lou Levy, had sent the 
Meanwhile, Jack Ostfeld, Spitz-| recently reactivated Tempo Music, | Apollo Releasing Ist | same cards to disk jockeys, and then decided to send them to song- 
er’s midwest manager, has re- | Publisher of many Duke Ellington | 45 RPM’s This Week _pluggers at their home addresses, in hope of raising some comment. 
signed to tak€® over as genera] Numbers. All original Tempo pub- | 2 : _As far as the songpluggers were concerned, though, the comment came 

* manager of Foley’s two firms. He’}] , lications will be put out on the| Apollo Records, N. Y., will turn from the wrong place. 
continue to represent Spitzer on|Mercer label. National distribu-| Out its first 45 rpm releases this 
certain deals, though. tion will be handled by Prestige | week. aioe of the 45 rpm 
—— iti fomer lend ee + ee | band-and-bookery contract was invoked by Chuck Cabot last week te 
Slated for initial release by the | ni : ' we secure his release from Music Corp. of America. Batoneer remem- 
waxery are two sides by Chubby| Initial release will be six sides | bered the clause—which James C. Petrillo insists on in all pacts— 
Kent, songstress with the elder, taken from Apollo's jazz catalog | which permits the band to exit if the bookery doesn’t secure work for 
. | Ellington’s orch. She'll be accom- | and will include platters by Illi-| the orch for any consecutive six-week period. Cabot, a California 
ein init plug its “Treas- /panied by members of Ellington's nois Jacquet, Arnett Cobb and | fave, made a national dent last spring with his waxing ‘of “Down the 
sland” album over radio and. band. | Bobby Smith. | Lane” for a Coast indie label but it subsequently was snowed under 


television through the National | ;' 
: al | when the majors (notably Decca, with Russ Morgan) shot their belated 
Broadcasting Co., another Radio ASCAP M hi M t t H versions into national distribution. . pases in 
“— 
New Tabulation On Amendment Votes | ters will be employed for interpretative values and the like. 
| Incidentally,«as RCA’s rep in the “Madam” financing, Sacks—who 


Corp. of America subsid. Particu- | 
lar astention will be paid to kiddie | 
| set up the $200,000 bankrolling deal—now finds himself approving all 
A proposed amendment which| would be needed to amend the by- | ¢xPenditures and disbursements incurred by Leland Hayward as pro- 





Rarely used clause in a standard American Federation of Musicians 





‘Treasure Island’ Disks 
Get Radio, TV Plugs 





Irving Berlin is making “demonstration” recordings of his “Call Me 
Madam” score for RCA Victor, as he did with “Miss Liberty” for Co- 


the album on “Kukla, Fran 
and lumbia, at the time Manie Sacks was with the latter outfit. The plat- 


Santi NBC-TV show, 
‘Children’s Storytime Pro ram,” 
NBC radio show, , 

Spot announcements are set for 
NBC stations in six cities. Walt | 





programs, with plugs scheduled na 


and the 


Disney organization and RKO, dis- | would change the method of tabu- | laws. 


tributor of the film, will tie in 
record dealers with their treasure 
hunt promotion for the pic, which 
has been getting newspaper cov- 
erage in key cities. 





Meadowbrook Resumes 


The Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, | 


N. J., resumes its name band policy 
Sept. 7 after a summer hiatus. 
Woody Herman’s orch is sched- 
uled to begin a two-week stand at 
the spot on that date. 

During the hot-weather months 
the Meadowbrook functions with 
legit stock. 


| ducer of “Madam,” 


| lating ballots on amendment votes; Present method, it’s felt, slows | 
in the American Society of Com-; down amendment process because | 
posers, Authors and Publishers will | 


be presented to the next member- 
ship meeting in October. Proposal 


of ASCAP'’s board of directors. 
Under present system of ballot- 
|ing, an amendment must receive 





| two-thirds vote of the entire mem- 
| bership before passage. 


| quirement to two-thirds of those 
| voting. However, a quorum vote 
would be needed, consisting of two- 
| thirds of the membership. In other 
| words, a two-thirds vote of at least 
two-thirds of the membership 


| ; 
| therefore causing uncast ballots to 


_be counted against an amendment. | & 
has already received the approval While this isn’t felt so much in| Foster, with music by 


entire membership does not vote, | 


which has a Howard Lindsay & Russel Crouse 


libretto, 


“The Place That I Worship (Is the Wide Open Spaces),” which Larry 
Spier is publishing independently since his departure from Chappell 
Co., was authored by Florence Tarr, who is an invalid, and Fay 
Al Goodhart, the latter a professional ASCAPer. 


| emergencies, like the vote on the | 


| U. S. consent decree, it does tend 
_to slow down other amendrents. 
| New proposal, offered by Pinky 


_couple of years. After being dis- 
| cussed at the October meeting, it 
| will be voted on by mail five days 
| later. 
| 


; amendment, 


Proposed | Herman, vas okayed by the board | 
_amendment would change the re-| after it had been tossed around a/| 


Present system of voting | fu 
will apply on the vote for this Ruby score of 


Sale by Max Dreyfus of the firms that constitute the Music Publish- 
ers Holding Corp. to the Warner Bros. interests over 20 years ago ap- 
parently has still left many minds hazy. Ferde Grofe, for example, 
said a couple of weeks ago that he was still receiving royalties from 
Dreyfus for his orchestration of George Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue.” 
Actually, he’s been receiving royalties from Harms, Inc., since Dreyfus 
sold the firm to Warners more than 20 years ago. 

One of Dreyfus’ key men in the Chappell organization was also con- 
sed when “fo. Mg a nearly all the Bert Kalmar-Harry 

ee e Words” went fro ers. 
Mills Music had most of the score all the * ag are oe 
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Martin & Lewis Percentage Dates 
May Cue Similar Deal for Other Talent 


Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis are + 


slated to embark on one of the 
longest theatre tours since hitting 
the bigtime. Comics have been set 
for the Paramount theatre, Buffalo, 
Sept. 21 Stanley, Pittsburgh, Sept. 
29: State, Hartford, Sept. 9 and 10, 
Paramount, San Francisco, Oct. 11 
or 18, with others still to be lined 
up by Music Corp. of America. 

All dates are on a percentage 
basis, and, as far as is known, no 
guarantees are being written into 
the contract. Theatre will get the 
first money for house expenses 
and after that comics will share 
on a 50-50 basis. 

Deal of this type is regarded as 
a wedge for the opening of more 
vaude time. Other performers are 
expected to follow this example 
type of deal, because of the neces- 
sity of getting more houses to in- 
stall stageshows. 

The Paramount circuit originally 
included the Paramount theatre, 
Brooklyn, under this deal. But 
negotiations for that house had to 
be dropped, since comics eouldn’t 
make New York in early Septem- 
ber. | 

Meanwhile, contract status of 
these zanies is one step nearer so- 
lution. Martin and Lewis recently 
broke from their agent, Abner C 
Greshler, and switched to MCA. 
As a result the American Guild of 
Variety Artists took the stand that 
the M&L ract with that percen- 
tery will not be recognized unless 
written release is obtained from 
Greshler, who naturally will not 
part wth the comics without a 
fight. Attorneys for Martin and 
Lewis last week wrote to AGVA's 
national office requesting a_ hear- 
ing. Date will be set up at a time 
when they'll be playing eastern 
dates. 
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REX 


RAMER 


Currently: 
BARNES & CARRUTHERS |: 


FAIRS 


Direction: 
EDDIE ELKORT 
Lew & Leslie Grade, Ltd., Inc. 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, N. Y. 














COMEDY MATERIAL | 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


BILLY 
ctasons FUN-MASTER 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each a 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
BIG SPECIAL—ALL 35 FILES FOR 
ONLY $25 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ 
—all 3 diff. Books for $20— 
e@ MINSTREL BUDGET * 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
—aill 4 diff. Vols. for $80— 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
NO C.O.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 























Wally Overman 


COLORS IN RHYTHM 
PEACOCK CLUB, JACKSONVILLE, 
FLORIDA—AUGUST 9-15 


Management: 
MATTY ROSEN, New York 
SAM ROBERTS, Chicago 
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'Hayes Vice Sands 
At Chi’s Oriental 


Chicago, Aug. i5. 
Sherman Hayes has been set as 
;new pit band batoneer at the 
Oriental theatre here commencing 
| Sept. 7. 
Hayes will replace Carl Sands, 








who has filled spot for past two | 
years. Hayes, like Sands, will as- | 


sume m.c. chores in addition to 


backing. 





Union Asks Ops | 


Aid Welfare Fund 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Demand for weekly contribution | 


from nitery operators to American | 
Guild of Variety Artists’ welfare | 
fund will be made this week when 
the vaude union opens negotiations 
for new minimum basic agree- | 
ments with all niteries in this area. | 
Union also is seeking a 15% pay | 
hike. | 

Donation to the welfare fund 
would be based on 5% of the 
weekly floorshow budget at each 
spot, the amount not to exceed $25 
or go below $5. Tremendous op- 
position is expected to the plan, 
which was authorized at the na- 
tional convention at Philadelphia 
in June. Eddie Rio, western re- 
gional rep of the guild, is the first 
to put the plan into operation. 

Behind the drive for operator- | 
participation in the welfare fund 
is the fact that AGVA is having | 
difficulty meeting the needs of vet 
vaudevillians and other live-talent | 
performers who need aid. Locally, 
about $2,500 is expended monthly, 
figure including burial costs. 

On the pay hike question, union | 
has set up three categories of clubs. 
“A” spots, such as Ciro’s, Mocam- | 
bo, Cocoanut Grove, Biltmore 
Bowl, now must pay a minimum 
of $125 weekly. Minimum for “B” 
spots is $85 and for “C” spots, $70. | 
All figures are exclusive of book- 
ing commissions. 

To get a new AGVA contract, | 
without which a spot cannot oper- 
ate, club must agree to the new 
minimum salaries and to the week- | 
ly contributions to the welfare | 
fund. 


EDWARDS, KERR JOIN 
KEN LATER AGENCY 


Jack Edwards and Bob Kerr} 
joined the Ken Later Agency this | 
week. Edwards, who recently re- 
signed from the Clifford C. Fischer | 
International Theatrical Corp., was | 
previously with Music Corp. of 
America and Frederick Bros. 
was a personal manager for many 
years. 

Irving Greene, who had been 
with that agency for _ several 
months, resigned two weeks ago. 








Evelyn Knight’s Sock 406 | 


At Palmer House, Chi 


| Chicago, Aug. 15. 


Evelyn Knight, currently head- 
lining at the Empire Room of the 
| Palmer House chaiked up a new 
'record with sock 6,250 covers for 
the first week. With covers and 
/average tab singer drew $40,000 


‘gross the first week. Eddie O’Neal 


band is with her. 


| Miss Knight winds at the Palmer | 
13 and follows into | 


House Sept. ( 
the Chase Hotel, St. Louis. 











CHARMING! 


0 ANN 





A NEW SONG PERSONALITY 


Now Held Over 2d Week 
CLUB CHARLES, Baltimore, Md. 


Booking Direction: JOLLY JOYCE AGENCY 


VERSATILE! 


TOLL 








] 

DANNY O’DAY 
“THE MAHOGANY KID” 
Assisted by Jimmy Nelson, 
America’s Newest Ventriloquist 
Sensation, with his new pal, Hum- 
phrey Higsby. Billboard says, 

“Nelson is perfection.” 

Currently, CHEZ PAREE, Chicago 
Mgt. LOUIS W. COHAN 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 


Oasis, L.A.'s Top 
Name Jazz Spot 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Most consistent user of name 
talent in the jazz field in town is 
the Oasis, southside nitery, which 
has inked a flock of top attractions 








|'to carry through to the Yule sea- | 


son. Upcoming is Errol Garner 
combo, opening Friday (18) at a 
$1,000 weekly guarantee plus 50% 
of the door take. 

George Shearing combo returns 
Sept. 1 at $1,500 plus a 50-50 split 
of the gate, and will be followed 
Sept. 15 by Billie Holiday at a flat 
$2,250 per frame. 


It’s the same deal Count 


Basie is getting for his current 


| stint there. 


Oasis is waiting for Louis Arm- 
strong’s manager, Joe Glaser, to 
return a signed contract on a bid 
for a Nov. 17 opening at $2,000 
plus 50%, and is also waiting to 
hear on a pitch to Artie Shaw for 


'a later date at $2,000 plus 50%. 





Cornell Heads Weekend 
Plan at Forest Hills Spot 


Boulevard Tavern,. Forest Hills, 
L. I., has instituted a weekend 


| show plan with Don Cornell. Louis 
| Prima and Sarah Vaughan slated 


to follow for successive two-day 
dates. 

Spot will revert to full weeks 
after Labor Day and, if present 
weekend bookings are successful, 
names may be added to the show 
latter part of the week. 


Minsky May Take Over Beachcomber, 
Miami, F or Burley-Type Shows 





Cafe Man Held on Murder 


Rap in Nitery Brawl 
Phenix City, Ala., Aug. 15. 

Earl Cook, part owner of Club 

601, was jailed following the fatal 

shooting of John D. Mancil in an 

affray at the club. Two others, 





Spot reverts to | 
the $1,500 plus 50% deal Sept. 29, | 
| when Cab Calloway checks in for a 
| fortnight. 


port, were wounded. 

| Cook told Police Chief P. M. 
Daniel he attempted to quell an 
|argument between Mancil and 
| Rogers when one of them turned 
|on him with a knife and the other 
| lifted a chair to attack him. Cook 
| said he got a gun and shot them 
both, accidentally wounding Daven- 
port, a bystander. 


Agcys. Slice Staffs 
In Pitch For Tele 


| Talent agencies are preparing for 
|a personnel pruning in all major 
|departments with the exception of 
television. It’s expected that lay- 
offs will be gradual so that staff 
morale will be maintained. 


| It’s been known for sometime 
that revenue from most depart- 
ments has been on the decline and 
many percenteries have been oper- 
lating at a loss. They would be 
willing to carry the losses for the 
summer and even beyond, except 
for the fact that they envision no 
rapid uptake when winter activity 
starts. 

| Current strategy in most offices 
\is to make no replacements for 
| those who resign. 
| be assumed by remaining members 
of the staff. 


During the past week, Ira Sei- 





| delle, of the General Artists Corp. | 


|club-date dept., has left the agency. 
That agency hasn’t replaced Harry 
Kilby, who exited the cafe dept. 
|some months ago to set up own 
|agenev in Miami Beach. 

Probably the most important res- 
ignaiion occurred last week when 
Lester Hammel, with the William 
Morris Agency for the past 20 
years, left that office. He’ll an- 
nounce future plans after a vaca- 
tion. Hammel was the film dept. 
‘liaison in the east, and at one time 
| was responsible for most of the 
/agency’s legit operations. 
| Same office, last week, lost Ira 
| Steiner of the record dept. Steiner, 
|who joined the Ted Ashley agency, 
|had recently worked in the video 
|sector of the agency. 
| Situation at Music Corp. of 
America is currently static. There 


;are occasional changes in person- | 


/nel, but that’s because of the fact 
| that agency is trying out many new 
i'men, and some haven’t been work- 
iing out. 


William Rogers and Marvin Daven- | 


Such duties will | 


+ Miami Beach, Aug. 15. 


| Negotiations are on for Harold 
| Minsky to take over the Beach- 
comber, Miami Beach, on a deal 
which calls for the installation of a 
|non-competitive show with the 
|nearby Copa City. Ned Schuyler 
/}and Murray Weinger, who will op- 
|erate the Copa City, are expected 
to sign a lease with Minsky this 
week or next. Under terms of the 
rental agreement, Minsky will rot 
be permitted to use headliners that 
previously played at Copa City or 
the Beachcomber. 

Minsky will install a burlesque 
type show same as he used at the 
Colonial Inn, Hallendale, Fla., last 
season, and he’s slated to start op- 
eration sometime in December. 

Minsky originally planned to re- 
peat his season at the Colonial Inn, 
where a casino adjunct helped 
business considerably. Because of 
the Senate Crime Investigating 
Committee probe into Florida gam- 
ing activities, the political climate 
is regarded as too hot for any form 
of gambling. Negotiations are now 
on for the leasing of Colonial Inn 
for a Howard Johnson restaurant. 

Other gaming stronghold, La 
Boheme, Hallendale, will also be 
leased by the Lansky interests to 
outsiders. 

The Senatorial gander into Flor- 
ida, incidentally, will deprive the 
Miami Beach hotels of a con- 
siderable slice of revenue which 
was ordinarily dervide from the 
bookmaking concessions. Bookie 
operations, even during the Hialeah 
track meet, will be too dangerous 
for the locals. The kind of coin 
that the bookie concession brought 
to innkeepers is illustrated by the 
fact that the betting rights at the 
Roney Plaza, Miami Beach, retail- 
ed for $45,000, it was revealed in 
the Senate committee’s findings. 
In prosperous years, the ante for 
small inns was around $2,500. 














Concluding 


SAVOY HOTEL 


London 
Television August 10 and Then 


Starting Tour of Midwestern 
Fairs for Barnes and Carruthers 


Mgt.: HORRABIN, Des Moines 

















Kerr 


ALICE 


—Played Las Vegas’ DESERT 
INN— 

—Then MOCAMBO — (with 
a grinn!) 

Next, The HOTEL HOLLEN- 
DEN: 

(—saw our Cleveland friends 
agen!) 


DICK 


TYRRELL a WINSLOW 


"A REFRESHING TOUCH OF HOLLYWOOD". 


—Just closed at the BEVER- 
LY HILLS: 

We were headlined — (we 
weren't schills!) 

Cincy papers that we read 

Liked us—here's what critics 

sead: 





The Cincinnati Times-Star 


| The Cincinnati Post, Saturday, July 29, 1950 





New Show at Beverly Hills 


NITE SIDE 


*‘Alice Tyrrell and Dick Winslow, a 
couple of talented young people whose 
previous visit to Cincinnati we well 
recall, give extra distinction to the | 
new show that was unfolded Friday 
night at Beverly Hills. They lend the 
kind of comedy to a song that makes | 
the audience bend an ear to catch | 
every word. They have a wealth of | 
good material and their voices are 
suited to a ““T” to their type of sing- | 
ing. Winslow is responsible for the | 
lyrics of a number of their songs, | 
which include “How About That,” | 
“You Made Me Love You,” “A Holly- | 
wood Audition” (in which Miss Tyrrell | 
does some great travesties on Judy 
Garland, Deanna Durbin, Lily Pons, 
etc.), “Sunflower,” “Baby, It’s Cold 
Outside” and “Basin Street.” 

If you can’t rave about this act, 
you’d better stay at home. It’s one 
of the best.” 2 





—WANT TO THANK OUR AGENT, 


| Nocturnal Notations 


“Beverly Hills has come up with 
| one of the brightest, most original | 





| song and comedy teams ever seen in | 


The Cincinnati Enquirer 














TOO!I—MR. IRWIN (known as LOO). 





the local night spots. It’s Alice Tyr- 
rell, a pert and talented blonde, and 
her equally talented husband, Dick 


“Our Gang Comedy” kids. Dick is the 
guy responsible for the team’s spritely 
and original material, and, believe me, 
you have never really appreciated 
“Baby It’s Cold Outside” until you 
have heard the Winslow-Tyrrell ver- 


| 


| Winslow, who was one of the original | 


sion. They have another priceless bit | 
about a Hollywood audition which is | 


not to be overlooked. These are kids 
I hope will visit often.” 


Friday, August 18th 
we open at the 


CHEZ PAREE!! 





| 








Beverly Hills 


“Beverly Hills held opening classes last 
night for performers in its new review, 
and the report card showed all ‘‘A’s.”” The 
top scholars are Alice Tyrrell and Dick 
Winslow, a crackerjack comedy song team 
which has been making quite a score on 
television. 

Tyrrell and Winslow have excellent 
song material, and they know exactly 
what to do with it for the best results. 
Alice does some wonderful takeoffs on 
Hollywood stars, bringing her talent into 
play on “A Hollywood Audition.” We’ve 
heard a lot of versions of “Baby, It’s Cold 
Outside,” and many of them left us just 
that way. But the Tyrrell Winslow treat- 
ment of this song is comedy at its best. 
Its all a make-believe drinking party that 


4 winds up with them oblivious of weather 


outside—or anything else for that mat- 


: ter.” G. § 
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Night Club Reviews 


Cafe Rouge, N. Y. »trumpeters, none myth and | 
novelty vocals effectively. 

(HOTEL STATLER) ; Band is neatly attired, and Gar-| 

Jan Garber Orch (12) with Kitty’ ber fronts well. Jimmy Flora unit | 

Thomas and Roy Cordell, Jimmy| moves over from the cocktail | 

Flora Orch (3); $1.25-$2 cover. lounge for intermission dancing. | 


Chan. 





Such is the peculiar nature of | 
the band business that Jan Garber, Ciro’s, Hollywood 
one of the conutry's better-known Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
maestros, is playing his first New| patti Page, Dick Stabile’s Orch | 
Ear re in vast seni ome | 8). Geri Galian Rhumband (5); 
kn ie New York was 1943, when | cover $1.50, $2. 


he played the Lincoln Hotel. Since tk Cad : ‘ 
then, he’s confined most of his ac-|, Platterist Patti Page is making 


ae panes ar ae | her Coast bow with this date. She’s 
tivity to the Coast and midwest. ia. instnat etek whecuiian’ aver 
Garber has found that the payoff |. <olid 25-minute show that was 
in the band business lies in playing | sometimes torrid and sometimes 
for the dancers, and that is just tender. but always tuneful. 
what he does. Arrangements are 
comparatively simple, revolving 
around foxtrot rhythms. In one 
pene. Garber s absence rom ly-paced numbers ranging from “I 
New York for the past few years | y,. ee is ‘ 
: Wanna Be Loved” to “Back in 
is unfortunate—he has few rhum- ‘Sour Gee eekwend” Yached to 
bas and other Latin arrangements | Dick Stabile’s orch’s deft handling 
in his book, and the band suffers of effective arrangements, she had 
through this factor. While in the no difficulty with the crowd, to} 
midwest, a band can easily get) most of whom she was only a name 
away without Latinos, New York is on a record label. Sole fault, an 
quite different, and aside from the easily-corrected one lav with the 
demand for Latino dance numbers, p.a svstem which was spasmodical- 
the change of pace helps a band jy i696 loud. 
to effect a sense of peak taiects Possessed of a good voice and an 
Otherwise, the unit is tailormade ability to sell with ease, Miss Page 
for dancing. Bulwark of the band has the added advantage of ap- 
is a solid three-man rhythm sec- parently relishing the chore. And 
tion. Melody lead is taken by the the chirp wisely keeps the patter 
four saxes, with phrasing filled in t 9 an absolute minimum so that 
by trumpets and trombones. OM f¢there’s little lag in the proceed- 
some numbers, altos are used to ings. 
make a syrupy-type lead, with 








Hefty response quickly erased 
traces of Sunset Strip jitters as the 
blonde looker purveyed eight neat- 


Opening night, her whilom plat- 


> . »ts ing -asing. - , . 
mee Rgi ae doing Ba fw ter-partner Frankie Laine — who 
Dn most, Sina. tele ten bres veer 2 had preceded her into this Strip 
es are mehow, With tenors | bistro — joined her for a smash 


ing with brass. _ |finale duet on “If I Were You 
Most numbers are arranged for Baby, I’d Love Me.” 

vocals. Kitty Thomas has developed Stabile crew. in addition to 

lots ra deggie nye grace On the showbacking, alternates with 

stand. Her voice doesnt carry aS rhumbeat combo of Geri Galian 


strongly as it might, but it showS | t 9 qispense dansapation and each 
good rhythmical sense. Roy Cor- merits attention. Kap. 

dell has a warm, vibrant voice and ; l 
a feel for a ballad. Two combine nag ica 


nicely on novelties. Bill Kleeb Rimbo’s 8365 Club. S.F. 
and Nick Barile, two of the three | San Francisco, Aug. 9 


Bob Evans Mort Herold, The | 
Taylor Maids, Jean Devlyn Dancers 
(6), Derle Knox Orch (7); mini- 


A mum $1.50. 
po SR ed 
SUCCESS —| feasts cncar tte vce Supe 


tied into a neat little revue supple- 
World Renowned 


mented by spritely dance _ inter- 
ludes. The 45-minute stanza leads 


off with a dance opener by the! 
The Incomparable 


Devlyn line, niftily costumed, in a 
slick ensemble. | 
AMUSING - AMAZING 
MENTAL MARVEL 


Opening specialty is by the Tay- 
Now Headlining 


lor Maids, three harmony singers 
who please with ‘“Hoop-De-Doo,” | 
“In the Rain” and follow with an 
SAVOY 
HOTEL 
LONDON 


(effective “Charlie My Boy.” Girls 
Mgt., Fosters’ Agency, London 


























do well but would garner better 
impact by improved microphone 
savvy. Voices good, likewise ap- 
pearance. 

Mort Herold, accordionist, grabs 
good audience reaction with fast 
numbers, particularly a_ flashy | 
“Flight of the Bumble Bee” closer. | 

Bob Evans in ventro routine pro- | 
vides good laugh session. Chatter 
is clever and Evans’ technical stuff, 

‘including voice work and handling 
of dummy, is excellent. Offs to sock 
hand. 

Show closes with dance routine 
by Devlyn girls, an “Oh You Beau- 
tiful Doll” parade. 

Music by Derle Knox combo is 
okay on show backing and dance 
sessions. Ted. 
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“BOTH SHOW SALESMEN DE LUXE’’— 


GEORGE BURKE, Miami Herald. 


TOM MY and MARGOT 


CONINE 


“DANCIN’ ... THAT’S ALL” 
Just Concluded 


PARAMOUNT, New York 


Thank you, Harry Levine 


Also Thanks to: DAN FRIENDLY FOR 
SID PIERMONT FOR 
MILES INGALLS FOR 
And Again to: HARRY LEVINE FOR 


RKO-PALACE, NEW YORK 
CAPITOL, WASH., D. C. 
FOX, DETROIT 

OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Personal Management: Direction: 


PHIL GRAE AL WILSON AGENCY 
1501 B'way, New York 1501 B'way, New York 
BRy. 9-0543 BRy. 9-0543 
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Bop City, N. Y. 

Louis Jordan and Tympani Five, 
With Gwenn Weeks, Slam Stewart 
Trio, Lester Young Orch (6); ad- 
mission 98c. table minimum $2.50. 


Bop City’s summer business re- 
mains on a fairly high plane. Cur- 
rent show is excellent summer 
musical fare, having a pair of 
humor-laden combinations that hit 
audience risibilities. 

Of the three’ instrumental 
groups on tap, Louis Jordan and 
his Tympani Five, and the Slam 
Stewart Trio hit maximum _ re- 
sponse. The Lester Young Sextet, 
which has played the majority of 
the season at the nearby Birdland, 
offers serious jazz studies, which 


frequently command respect | 
through some excellent musical 
ideas capably executed. Young at 


the sax, has the knack of break- | 
standard composition | 
elements | 
and putting it together in an al- | 


ing up a 
into some _ interesting 
together different form. Instru- 
mentation assisting Young com- 
prises trombone, trumpet and a 
rhythm section. 

Jordan, of course, is one of the 
better showmen in the musical 
field. 
sidemen, each with distinctive per- 
sonalities, that blend both instru- 


mentally -and showmanship wise | 


into an entertaining outfit that 
keeps the pewholders at a high 
pitch. Jordan carries most of the 
vocals and stresses humorous con- 
tent. His “Saturday Night Fish 
Fry” and perennial ‘‘Caldonia”’ are 
the highlights. Vocalist Gwenn 
Weeks gives added color to the 
group with a pair of tunes of 
which “C’est Si Bon” rips down 
the house with some capable as- 
sists from the maestro. The group 
had to beg off. 


Slam Stewart’s trio gets maxi-| 


mum response with a free-wheel- 
ing and irrepresible form of tune- 
Aided by electric guitar 
and piano, Stewart's bass viol be- 
comes a comedie vehicle that 
causes a steady round of laughs. 
Maestro accomps with a series of 


| za-su-zas both harmonic and dis- 


cordant that are masterpieces of 
humor in this vein. His guitarist 
also pitches in with laughs for an 
altogether satisfying session. 

Jose. 


Venetian Room, 8. F. 
(FAIRMONT HOTEL) 
San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
Andrews Sisters, Ernie Hecksher 
Orch (12); cover $1.50, $2. 





The Andrews Sisters, making 
their initial appearance in a hotel 
supper room, seemed a trifle ill 
at ease, probably due to the new 
medium, but once they overcame 


the various distractions, really went | 


to town on their song. session. 
After a tepid start they hit the 
jackpot with a brace of comedy 
items, “The Peony Bush” and ‘‘Ha- 
waii” to insure rapt attention for 


the remainder of their routines. | 
Gals intersperse most of the num- | 
bers with slick comedics that had | 


the opening night audience laugh- 
ing and applauding. 

_ Held on for 45-minutes of clown- 
ing and harmonizing, they gave 
them everything in their book. 
After an easy “Hoop-de-doo,” they 
segued into “Piano Roll Blues,” 
“Beer Barrel Polka” and other 
items that have established them 


| with vaudc and radio audiences | 


for happy returns. Encoring with 
“What’s Gonna Be With TV,” “Ap- 
ple Blossom Time” and a Jolson 
medley, they walk off a solid hit. 
| Ernie Hecksher’s Orch provides 
|nifty backing for trio as well as 
|8iving out with danceable terp 
tunes. Ted. 





Mocambo, Hollywood 

Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

June Hutton, Larry 

Eddie Oliver Orch (8), Latinaires 
(5);cover, $1.50 $2. 





First double bill at this Sunset 
Strip spot in a considerable period 
.IS a sure-fire combination entry, 
neatly paced to provide 45 min- 
utes of effective entertainment. 

June Hutton, who recently 
moved out as a single after years 
of canarying with the Pied Pipers, 
registers solidly in her local bow. 
Stint probably will learn her some 
film bids. She’s a blonde looker 
with a nice set of pipes, an easy 
manner and plenty of professional 
polish. Wisely, she paces her 15- 
minute stint to let her show off 
her ability to rock a rhythm tune 
or baby a ballad. Arrangements 
are ideally suited for her pipes 
and she stays away from overdone 
ditties that are too familiar. Best 
of her routining at opening show 
was “Hoop-Dee-Doo” and a lan- 
guorous larynxing of the Rodgers- 
Hart oldie “My Romance.” Finale 
is “I Love the Guy,” deftly deliv- 
ered and tagged out with special 
lyrics to serve as a fine bow-off 
thank-you tune. 


e% 
{ ‘ i} 1 


He has a crew of capable | 


Storch, 


Comedics of Larry Storch pro- 


vide a hilarious half-hour before | Shelburne J ate e. N. 
he’s permitted to depart. Material (HOTEL } ape, vB Y. 
is all new and with a high laugh} wijton Page, Harry Smith: no 
content. After smacking over | »,inimum or cover ? 
slick nag ie egle yre p Re British jie 

film, a “‘facts of life’ father-to-son 

| talk, a funeral oration and a de- Bigwy > se eee 
| vastating takeoff on the male half | ly returned to a policy of more 
|of a French dance team, he gets priced entertainment. 


gic julth a ltted potraval ot 2 Beane was instituted by a gs 
|impressions of top film names tere th 4 ahien “tery hr 
\down to an absolute minimum, but ad r this ’ rasp pope ger 
'they’re still potent as he combines The Yon ib ye ZF tdi none g it 
good material with a keen sense e sheiburne. folding over from 
lof timing. Extremely mobile face | the old regime, however, are the 
‘heightens the impact. filmily dressed hostesses who are 

Newly returned to the podium |# — ot gee tyne ai ; 
‘is Eddie Oliver’s musicrew which urrently on the podium in this 
‘does a standout job of backing softly-lit room are organist Milton 
for Miss Hutton in addition to| Page and pianist Harry Smith. 








modest 





: > -oc | Lhey spell one another to make 

atly chores | . “ “aaa 
— a." cetuas  haldowes | the music continuous and occasion- 
, otimninns Kap. | ally play in unison. Both players 


| have a nicely balanced repertoire 
that includes an occasional pop, 
2 : standard or Latino composition. 
Miami, Aug. 13. A onetime Roxy theatre organist, 
Gus Van, The Belmonts, Ray) page has also played at several 
Mottt & Pedro, Carlyle Dancers | of the tonier eastside cafes. He 
(6) with Rudy Tronto, Woody) shows fine coordination on the in- 
Woodbury, Buddi Satan; minimum | strpyment and works in excellent 
$1.50, $2.50. | tonal effects similar to those pro- 
be Se duced by a giant theatre console, 
In for limited engagement, Gus Smith is equally adept on the ’88. 
Van with his vet approach to song- Business reportedly is holding 
ology is clicking at this mainland up well under the new policy de- 
spot. Sporting top hat and tails, | spite the fact that summer trade 
he offers a nostalgic grouping Of | js traditionally sparse. Although 
the old time hits he (jnd partner, the Lounge is somewhat off the 
Joe Schenck) were associated with | pheaten track, there’s no reason why 
years ago. Plenty of the older set | pop prices and continuous music 
dropped in for his preem and with | won’t build word-of-mouth and a 
the younger element equally en- steady clientele after Labor Day, 
thusiastic to keep him on for sev- Gilb. 
eral encores. ; 
In supporting layout, the Bel-| 
monts display ballroomology in top Los Angeles, Aug. 9 
fashion. Fresh looking youngsters! (Coynt Basie Orch (7) with 
manage lifts and spins in smooth, | ngmita Jo: $1.50 admission. ; 
easy manner for solid appreciation. ‘ ; aN y 
Hand to hand balancing of Ray : ae ‘ 
Mott and Pedro is standard stuff elk a ae tat he i 
which would look better in a vaude these nights, occasion being the 
house. However, they interline Southern California unveiling of 
stunts with some comedy to that Count Basie’s new septet, down 10 
pays off. crewmen from his big aggregation 
Carlyle dancers hold over in of last March. He broke it in up 
their East Indian dances, with Rudy in San Francisco. 
Tronto soloing to solid returns.|; A rocking rhythm keynotes 
Woody Woodbury doubles from his Basie’s new format, with himself 
piano-song stint in the lounge in 
the emcee slot and handles the 
introes well. Buddi Satan is on 
hand in the adjoining Vagabond 
Room with his bop-accented pian- 
istics. Tony Lopez and his orch 
| handled the show backgroundings 
| capably. Lary. 


El Cabash. K. C. 
(BELLERIVE HOTEL) 
Kansas City, Aug. 11. 
Fifi D’Orsay, Joe Vera Orch (5); 
cover $1, $1.50. 


Clover Club, Miami 





Oasis. L. A. 














RUSTY 
FIELDS 


“The One Man Show” 


America’s Newest and 
Greatest Comedy Attraction! 


A Real Money-Maker !! 


Direction: AL DVORIN 
54 West Randolph St., Chicago 
FRanklin 2-4980 








Fifi D’Orsay is back on the club 
| circuit after a reces.t retirement, 
and date in the supper room of the 
Bellerive is her first in Kansas City 
in 10 years. She proves very much 
the husky-voiced, vivacious song- 
stress with the French accent for 
which she has long been noted. 
Her name evidently has some b.o. 
lure, as the Casbah turnout was 
big for her opening Friday night. 
| Show she is doing is principally 

line-up of Continental songs, 
spaced with nostalgic remi- 
niscences of her film work embel- 
lished with the D’Orsay manner- 
isms, and ably abetted by Joe Vera 
and his crew. Vera begins the pro- 
ceedings on his own with snappy 
pianology on “Yankee Doodle 
Rhumba” and “This Thing Called 
Love.” The French-Canadian 

















PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


COURTESY HOUR TY SHOW 


singer (who never saw Paris) then Chicago 
takes over to begin with “If You | WILLIE SHORE DODGE TV SHOW 
| Want To See Paris,” in which she Chicago 








works in a French hillbilly for un- 
usual twist. Follows up. with 
| “C’est Si Bon,” “Bon Jour Mon- 
‘sieur” and “J’Attendrai,” alternat- 
| ing French and English lyrics and 
| selling them all the way. | 
| Summed up as moderately well | 
| paced show, despite obstreperous | 
i which acted up throughout 
| the routine. Customers gave their 
approval heartily. Quin. 











COMEDY ROUTINES 
and BURLESQUE 


Volume I 
2 Twelve-Min. Comedy Routines 
1 Two-hour Gag-Packed Satire 
SENSATIONAL OFFER ONLY $3 
A. GUY VISK 
Writirg Enterprises 
12 Liberty Street. Troy, N. Y. 














GRANT’S RIVIERA 


Restaurant 


“Cradle Of The Stars" 
158 W. 44 St., New York, N. Y. 


Hi Sonny Howard: 


Who ever thought that my bringing you to Arthur 


7" program would mean success in so short a 
ime 


| am still discovering new great talent in our ‘Talent 
Contests’ every Monday night at my restaurant. 


Mom Grant 


se 
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Ohio Niteries to Censor Floorshows 
After Liquor Ba. Bars Strip Acts 


Columbus, O., Aug. 15. 


Ohio liquor license holders were 
told Friday (11) to preview all acts 
they book, because if any of them 
permit indecent performances in 
their clubs or cafes they will lose 
their permits. 

Frank M. Krebbs, liquor board 
chairman said, “From now on we 
will expect every permit holder to 
know the entire routine of every 
act of entertainment before it is | 
put on, in order to prevent inde- | 
cent floor shows from being shown | 
in his place of business.” 


Krebbs sounded his warning 
during a hearing in which Nick 
Politis, operator of the Wonder | 
Bar in Zanesville, had his license | 
revoked for 60 days for 
ting lewd, lascivious, indecent and | 
obscene” shows. Only reason for 


not revoking the license gm hepa and subsequent elections. | at Ciro’s . . 


was because of PoOlitis’ past goo 
record and because he said pe | 
didn’t know what the show (a Pac 
tease) was in advance. 


Krebbs put most of the blame 
on “unscrupulous” booking agents, 
and added: 


these agents who foist lewd shows 
on permit holders. They should 
be put out of business. 
cannot control the booking agent, 
we shall consider it the duty of | 
every permit holder having floor | 
shows to review and censor his 
own shows and to make sure they 
do not encroach upon the law or | 
board regulations.” 





Al & Belle Dow agency, N. Y., 
has taken over the bookings of two 
Montreal niteries. The Copa will | 
use Latin singles while the Top Hat | 
will use moderately priced layouts. | 
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Representative 
HESS MAYER 


k Houston Tex ' 














THE NATION’S 
LEADING CONTROL ARTIST 


JACQUELINE 


HURLEY 


NOW 5th WEEK 
BILTMORE BOWL, L. A. 
OPENING AUG. 24 THRU SEPT. 6 


TAHOE VILLAGE, Lake Tahoe, Nev. 
Per. Mgt.: BERT COLLINS 


“permit- | 


Since we | 














‘Dissidents Win Round 
In Suit Against AGVA 


An examination before trial was 
granted last week by Justice Edgar 
| J. Nathan, Jr., of the N. Y. supreme 
| court to a dissident group of Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists mem- 
| bers who are seeking to dislodge 
| current officers of the union. The 
| Associated Actors and Artistes of 
| America, defendants in the case, 








| was ordered to produce records | 


and make appropriate provision 
for examination prior to Sept. 5. 
Suit was started two years ago 
| by adherants of Matt Shelvey, who | 
was ousted as AGVA’s national | 
| administrator. Plaintiffs seek to 


invalidate the last two AGVA con- | 





PIT CASINO RESUMES 
| BURLEY SHOWS IN SEPT. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 15. 


Burlesque goes back into Casino| O’Brien and John Molenari join 
“The board has no power over theatre on Sept. 2 after summer- | Dick Haymes for a two-niter at 
and Natalie Car-| 
iramento, Sept. 
i'who winds at Ciro’s Thursday (17) 
| heads 


|long shutdown, 
tier has been signed again to stage 
the numbers. She’s recruiting an 
all-local chorus of 20 girls, and 
will put them into rehearsal next 
| Monday (21). 

| .George Jaffe, who has been 
| town’s only wheel impresario for | 
last 30 years, owns and main 
| the Casino, and he’ll be at the helm 
|}again for 1950-51 season. For a 
| while this summer house tried sex 
pictures, not under Jaffe’s man- 
| agement, however, but they were 


|a three-year wax pact with Na- 


| 


| 





Vaude-Nitery Dates 
New York 


Margaret Phelan signed for the 
opening of the Maisonette of the 
St. Regis Hotel, N. Y., Sept. 19... 
Kitty Kallen set for the Wedgwood 
Room of the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y., Oct. 2. Another act still to} 
be signed .. . Carl Brisson slated 
for the Oval Room of the Copley 
Plaza, Boston, Sept. 13... Jerry 
Baker tapped for the Aquashow, 














Flushing Park, N. Y., Aug. 22 . 
De Mattiazzis slated for the Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., Christmas show fol- | 
lowing a series of Coast cafe dates. | 


Atlantic City’s Summer Biz Dips, 
Resort Men Blame War Jitters 


Atlantic City, Aug. 15. 

What looked to be a promising 
season prior to Memorial Day has 
turned out to be a disappointing 
summer for this resort’s hotelmen, 
nitery operators and other amuse- 
ment impresarios. A suryey shows 
that this year’s take is off anywhere 
from 10 to 30% in comparison to 
grosses racked up in 1949. 

Cafes and luxury spots particu- 
jlarly are taking it on the chin. 


fom Singer, Club Harlem’s boni- 


' STANLEY, PITT, RESUMES 
VAUDE BILLS SEPT. 29 


Hollywood 


Rosalind Courtright precedes a 
tour of the Statler hotel chain 
with a two-weeker at the Desert | 
Inn, Las Vegas, opening Sept. 19 | 

. Mary McCarty anc the comedy- 
terp team of Steve Condos and | 


Jerry Brandow open Friday (18) | 
. Eileen Barton, who | 
inked 


checks into Ciro’s Sept. 8, 


tional Records . . . Bill McArthur 
|opens at the Blue Angel, N. Y., 
Sept. 7 for an eight-week stay at 
\$300 per session . . . Modernaires, | 
|Chang Wah Troupe, Johnny | 





the California State Fair in Sac- 
7-8. Patti Page, | 


back east with successive | 
weeks set at the Radio City Music | 
Hall, Minneapolis and the River- 
side, Milwaukee. 


N.Y. Bop City Shifting 


Format to Musical Tabs 


Bop City, N. Y., will change its | 





| quick flops and lasted only a few | format starting Sept. 15 from mu- | 
| sical combinations to a floorshow | 
| policy for the run of a special | 
| musical to be written for this spot. | 


| weeks. 
| 


‘Harris to Do Own Booking 
For State in Hartfor 


Martin (“Doc”) Harris, par 
| in the operation of 
theatre, Hartford, will hencefort 
do his own booking of this house. 
| Talent was previously booked by 
| the Eddie Sherman office. 





| 


the house will be Dean Martin & 


starting Sept. 9. 


Martha’s Hub Date 


Boston, Aug. 15. 


The Latin Quarter, Boston, will 
|headline Martha Raye on its re- 
opening Sept. 17. Spot, which is 
Be merit a series of names, has 
| tapped Donn Arden to stage pro- 
duction numbers. 

| Mills Bros. are set to follow Miss 
| Raye. 











Leases Toledo Dancery 
Toledo, Aug. 15. 





| Paul Spor, local bandleader and | Rosenberg, Jack Wasserman and 
has | Ben Schaffer. 


operator of a talent school, 
leased the Trianon ballroom. He 


‘will redecorate fora Sept. 12 re-, Corp.) checked out with a green- 


| opening. 











SONGS THAT PACK EM IW7/ 


Television 
Radio 
Supper Clubs 


Recordings 
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EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


PHIL EDWARDS 


545 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17,N. Y. 
Brioni. Hill 7-6865 
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SERGE 





Exclusive 





“World’s Greatest Rubber-Ball Manipulator’ 


Now at PALACE, N.Y. | Bl 


Management 
MATTY ROSEN 





F LASH 


Opening Sept. 11 for 8 Wks. 


BILTMORE BOWL, L.A. 


| Mervyn Nelson will write and di- 


| 


tner | utilize a Negro cast. Fletcher Hen- 
the State | derson will write and conduct the | 
h | score and Bob McIntosh will do the | 
costumes. 


Parting with the Sherman office; and options at Bop City before 
was amicable. Opening show for’ being booked elsewhere. 


Jerry Lewis, slated for two days, which 





;manager, received his first good 











|IATSE of N. Y. C. in last week to 


jin from N. Y. 
|with Jean DeBaudoin. 


| 


| 


|The shindig was followed by an 
| patients. 


rect “The Jazz Train,” which will : 


Unit, booked by Music Corp. of 
America, is slated for four weeks 


Layout | 
is being peddled around $6,000, | 
compares favorably with | 
some of the higher priced musical 
— that have played the | 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Aug. 15. 

A yearly event that really gives 
the gang at the Variety Clubs hos- 
pital a real time of it, is the an- 
nual picnic by the Sisterhood of 
the Jewish Community Center of 
the colony. Among patients attend- 
ing were Walter (CBS) Romanik, 
Otto Hayman, _ Tillie sstrow, 
Mabel Burns, Genie Reed, John 





‘_* 


After two months of observa- 
|tion, Phillip Yagaloff (Transfilm 


‘light to return to work. 

Bob Dillon and Jack Gallagher 
in from Philadephia to chat with 
Dolly Gallagher (Warner Bros.) 
who’s showing nice progress. 

Otto Hayman, former theatre 


clinic report, which ups him for 
meals. 

Vernice P. Moore, after two 
months of observation, received 
an all-clear and left for Somerset, 
Ky., her hometown. 

Continental Shows played here 
for a week under the auspices of 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Blanchet Memorial Literary. 
Contest was held at the Saranac 
Lake Study & Craft Guild. Tak- 
ing top first prize for best poem 
was Sam (RKO) Kelley, Variety 
|Clubite for his “The Reincarna- 
_tion of Charlie Figgins.” 

Joe Dwyer, president of Local 1, 


visit Victor Gamba and Johnny 
Nolan, and found both doing O.K. 

Harlyn Dickinson, artist, planed 
C. to bedside chat 


The committee of “We _ the 
Patients” spared nothing in giving 
|the colonists a real treat via an- 
‘nual Lawn Party and entertain- 
|ment at the Variety Clubs hospi- 
‘tal. Lawn Party was an aifresco 
affair where southern fried chicken 
and all the trimming was served. 
by the 


entertainment given 


| other one. 


| years, 
| leaving Fischer has joined the Lew 
| & Leslie Grade Agency N. Y. of- 

fice, retains the acts that he origi- | 





Write to those who are ill, 








Pittsburgh, Aug. 15. 

Downtown Stanley theatre, WB 
| deluxer, will play its first stage 
ishow on 1950 week of Sept. 29, 
| when team of Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis comes in. House 
hasn’t had a flesh attraction sipce 
October, 1949, when Danny Kaye 


| broke the all-time attendance and 
|} money record. 


As a matter of fact, Martin-Lewis 
make only the third in- person at- 
traction Stanley’s had since early 
1949. Jack Carson show was the 
It’s the same theatre 
where both of comics’ “Irma’’ pic- 


| tures have played. 





Fischer, Lederer Reach 


Accord in Splitup 


Clifford C. 


| bnying this year. 


‘face, disclosed that his trade has 


slumped between 25 and 30%, and 
other spots.are experiencing simi- 
lar declines. Customer disinterest 
has even affected the lessor bistros, 
which have done well in other 
years regardless of the economic 
situation. 


Major factors contributing to the 
gloomy picture include a general 
tightening of amusement spending 
due to the Korean war, a local ban 
on gambling, which has kayoed 
most casinos, as well as a drop in 
convention business. Summing up 
the season to date, Hotel Assn. 
exec secretary Frank Amstutz 
points out that “there’s no luxury 
Those coming 


| here spend for food and lodging— 





Fischer and Hans | 


Lederer settled differences in an| 


arbitration held by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, last week. 
Both agents agreed to stipulations 
| which split up acts signed to the 
| agency. 

| corporate 
Theatrical Corp., 
|that he has handled for many 
while Lederer, who since 


title of 


nally brought into the office. 


Commissions on dates obtained | 


by Lederer while with Fischer will 


go to ITC. Agreement also stipu- | 


International | 
retains the acts | 


| 


Fischer, who retains the | 


lated payment of $1,000 by Led- 


| erer to Fischer. 





Smith, Kalcheim Dissolve, 


To Agent On Own) 


Agents Eddie Smith and Jack 
Kalcheim, who partnered early this 


| 


year, have dissolved agency part- | 


nership. 

Smith and Kalcheim have al-| 
ready divided their roster of acts. 
Smith will retain the office. 


Albany’s 1-Day Vaude 





The Colonial theatre, Aibany, is | 


slated to resume stageshows Aug. 
26 on a one-day weekly basis. It’s 
planned to go 
weekly around Labor Day and a 
full week in late September or 
October. 

Only act set so far for the open- 
ing show is Pansy the Horse. 


into three days | 


| 





| 
| 


} PIPING ROCK 


nothing more.” 

Steel Pier is running about even, 
according to manager Richard End- 
icott, with no loss or gain for the 
season. In other phases of the 
resort industry here, several film 
theatres along the boardwalk re- 
port attendance slightly off, and 
hotel business is ‘‘spotty.” Said 
to be hurting the hostelries’ take 
are a flock of motels in the area, 
where visitors are spared the nui- 
sance of tips and garage fees. 


TOMMY 
LYMAN 


at 

















SARATOGA 


MILT FRANCIS 
Special Material 


RUBY RING 


FAIRS 
THIS WEEK 
POWELL 
WYOMING 


Direction: 


EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
R.K.O. Bidg., New York City 
JUdson 6-3345 
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for the industry 

2. Solved its personnel problems 
by naming Arthur L. Mayer as 
exec veepee and full-time’ chief of | 
administrative staff. 

3. Approved ways-and-means of | 
implementing its financing, “with | 
collections now set to start Sept. 1) 
from all exhibs, distribs and other | 
outfits which derive part or all of | 
their income from the film busi- 
ness. 

4. Ratified a number of planks 
in a public-relations program sub- 
mitted by a special committee. 

5. Agreed to create a_ special 
committee which would concen- 
trate on market analysis surveys. 

6. Approved to report of Robert 
J. O’Donnell’s membership com- 
mittee, which will seek to draw 
the financial and membership sup-| 
port of orgs and companies allied 
to films such as Eastman Kodak, 
Altec, equipment manufacturers, 
etc. 

7. Adopted a report of Harry 
Brandt’s committee on organization | 
creating COMPO chairmen in each 
exchange area. 

Depinet Impresses Org 

When the meet broke up, board 
members shared the feeling that | 
the prestige and popularity of De-| 
pinet pius his hard-hitting opening 
remarks proved to be the most 
influential force in saving COMPO. 
Depinet’s talk, in which he pointed 
out the weak and scattered front | 
which the industry was presenting 
at a time of national crisis, brought 
on prompt pronouncements of sup- 
port from a number of the board 
members. Number of the theatre 
orgs, spearheaded by Trueman T. | 
Rembusch’s National Allied; Leo} 
Brecher’s Metropolitan Motion Pic- | 
ture Theatre Assn.; Rotus Harvey’s | 
Pacific Coast Conference of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners’ and 
Brandt’s Independent Theatre 
Owners Assn., immediately pledged 
their backing on a_ two-pronged 
membership and fund-raising drive. 

While TOA, the big question 
mark of the meet, did not swing 
behind COMPO completely until 
later in the meet, there was no 
doubt before the sessions ended 
that the group will cooperate. 
TOA-ers protested implications 
that it was a dissident faction. It 
presented its own plan for the cre- | 
ation of a separate War Activities | 
Committee setup, but later accept- 
ed the compromise which gives, 
COMPO sole authority as Govern- | 
ment liaison. 

A barrage of publicity will go} 
out shortly to 238,000 individuals | 
deriving income from the industry. | 
Letters to al] these filmites will | 
be circulated under Depinei’s sig- 
nature. Exhib leaders will pass 
the word around through their 
local bulletins and, in many cases, 
call grassroot meetings to explain 
the need for COMPO. 

Without waiting for Samuel Pi- | 
nanski, TOA prez, to call a meeting | 
of the finance sub-committee of | 
COMPO, which he chairmans, in- | 
voices will be sent to: exhibs on) 
Sept. 15 for the first months’ dues. | 
These are fixed at 1/10th of 1% | 
of rentals paid. Distribs pay an! 
equal percentage on their revenues. | 
Thereafter exchanges will bill ex- | 
hibs monthly. 


liaison agent to the ised: 


| 


honane _| trib, or a COMPO charter mem-|the Equity council ruled that Miss 
lager yen of Se ae | ber must. advise the committee in | Arthur’s contract was cancelled. 
| writing of its willingness to pro-| 


while others were tabled for fur-| Gute or distrib the film without from 


committee on program and plan- 
ning were adopted by the board 


ther study. A survey of the indus- 
try’s market was authorized. (See 
separate story.) Depinet was re- 
quested to despatch appropriate 
letters to all industryites. 
Another important plank is the 


early calling of two industry semi- | 


nars which may. set a pattern for 
a series of similar meets among ex- 
hibs, distribs and _ production 
forces. First seminar will be held 
in Hollywood, with Al Rogell and 
Art Arthur, COMPO reps for the 
Motion Picture Industry Council, 
acting as hosts. Second will be 
aimed at the grassroots, with no 
locale yet chosen. Date of the 
Hollywood seminar is yet to be fixed. 
COMPO’s board will trek to the 
Coast en masse to attend the first 
meeting. 

To push better- public relations, 
board also okayed a project to in- 
clude in future press books a page 
or more. of general advertising de- 
signed to create industry goodwill 
in various locales. This recom- 
mendation was first made by the 
Chicago Publie Relations Confer- 
ence. It was suggested to COMPO 
by Art Schmidt, Columbia's ad-pub 
exec. 

Another important move will be 


COMPO Promise of Unit 


Continued from page 4 — 


'improve the quality of service by 


‘the full cooperation of the indus- 


| is first okayed by a special screen- | 


| request for tax relief. Identical 
letters were sent by COMPO tax 











‘committee chairman Abram FF.) 
| Myers to all members of Congress | 
| who had worked toward reduction | 

of the excise. | 
the establishment of twin bensten | “While the theatreowners stand 
of industry information, one in/in dire need of the relief which | 
New York and the other in Holly- | repeal of the admissions tax would | 
wood. These libraries will stress give them,” wrote Myers on behalf, 
preparation and circularization of | of his committee, “they recognize | 
material among COMPO re Ag | first the national defense comes. 

















and to speakers and writers. Ad-| first and that Congress could not | 
ditionally, a speaker's bureau will | do otherwise than defer action on 
be created for the prepping of kits tax legislation pending clarifica- 
and material aimed at both the | tion of the war situation. 
national and local level. | Senator Alexander Wiley, of| 
COMPO will also participate in | Wisconsin, placed the Myers letter | 
the White House mid-century con-|in the Congressional Record to-| 
ference on youth which President gether with a statement lauding 
Truman has called. It has also the wartime services of the film | 
given the greenlight to the prepa- | industry. 
ration of a training film shaped to 














industry employees to the public. 
Allen Rivkin, MPIC-ite, will work 
on this pic with National Theatres 
chief Charles P. Skouras. 
All-important liaison resolution 


Philharmonic 


Continued from page 1 











onl tee eee 

ber of the Philharmonic board, as 
4 well as a compatriot of the orch’s 

voted by the board represented a we ~ Bae ae 

compromise with TOA in that conductor, Mitropoulos. When 


: Skouras originally came up with 

I y y hrough a com- 
pirat Oye one ee ty pane of | the filmhouse symph plan a year 
the officers and nine veepees in-| 28°. there was talk of getting Leo- 


s F -acj.| pold Stokowski, then the Phil-| 
stead of through Depinet ss pres harmonic’s co-director with Mitro- 


dent.. Brandt’s recommendation : : pl 
for creation of area chairmen also! Poulos, and a greater boxoffice | 
wishes since draw, to appear, at the. Roxy. 


deferred to TOA’s 1 » Mr ng 
these regional officials will channel Mitropolous, however, is sole con- 
their business through existing ex-| ductor now. 


: P ndle it Orch will do a concert of 42 to 
(ll-saggy rather than ha 45 minutes four times daily (five 


Depinet was authorized as the 0” weekends), for a total of 29 per- | 
opening gun to send a: communica- f0rmances a week, the four per- 


tion to the President offering him | formances having to be held with-| 
in a 10 hour span. Overall cost of? 


the 104-man symph with conductor 
lowed through on that request is estimated at over $25,000 a 
within 24 hours. The liaison com-| Week. In addition, soprano Eileen 
mittee (consisting of COMPO’s Farrell is booked as soloist for the 
president, nine veepees and treas- | first week, with a reported fee of | 
urer) or their alternates will be! $3,250 for the week.- She's wife of | 
designated as the COMPO Com-|&@ Staten Island, N. Y,, cap, Robert | 
mittee for Cooperation with the Regan, who used to sing in the 
U. S. Government. Police Dept. Glee Club. 

Under the resolution, primary Choice of selections for the 
functions of the committee would , 9Pening. concerts for the first four 
be two-fold. First it would de-| days is regarded as shrewd pro-| 
velop a “satisfactory liaison” with | 8ramming, with light, appealing | 
the Government. It would estab-| Music that’s still high-bracket | 
lish direct contacts with various longhair fare. _ | 
federal departments “and take all The program — will include the | 
necessary steps to protect the es- Overture to “Die Meistersinger, 
sential operations of the motion by Wagner: Prokofieff’s “Classical 
picture industry as a vital medium | Symphony, Mendelssohn's Scherzo 
of communication and information from “A . Midsummer Night's 
within the United States. and the | Dream” and dances from the bal- 
free world.” let, “The Three-Cornered Hat,” by 

P to Help Govt De Falla. Miss Farrell will sing 
—s » : the arias, “The Last Rose of Sum- 

Secondly, it would draw up a mer,” from Moore-Flotow’s “Mar- | 
comprehensive program designed tha.” and “Un bel di,” from Puc- 
to help the Governmént and United _cini’s “Madama Butterfly.” 
Nations in the informational | Program will be changed second 
morale fields. It would act ‘bot half of the first week, and probably 
+ ; vgn = og alr eno ‘twice. again thereafter. There'll be 

s statu -| : ; | 
dium of communication and secure wre Hg Bie yllbig ony agen 
for the industry necessary M4a-| (ompanying screen attraction. 


terials and manpower. 
Betty Field 


The committee will have no 
Continued from page 1 


power to pledge- playing time to 
any informational film made by or 

for the Government unless the pic 

ing sub-committee consisting of have been engaged as stand-in on 
the five exhib orgs in COMPO. It a two-week basis, but the union 
cannot pledge production or dis-| regulations required that Miss Ar- 
tribution cuffo of any pic unless|thur’ be missing from the cast for 
members of MPIC, Motion Picture |10 performances before a succes- 
Assn. of America and the Society; sor could be given a run-of-the- 
of Independent Motion Picture play contract. Miss Arthur claimed 
Producers approve unanimously. A she was exhausted and insisted on 
second condition on this point is a rest of at least four weeks. After 
that some name: producer or dis- hearing details of the situation, 


try in the present crisis. He fol- 























The actress’s sudden withdrawal 
“Peter Pan” recalled her 
cost. | Somewhat similar action in the 
These hedges are aimed at pre-'case of “Born Yesterday” several 
| venting the same sort of complaints seasons ago. In that instance, she 
which harrassed the WAC in World | walked out of the Garson Kanin 
| War II. At that time, the gripe comedy during its road tryout, giv- 
| Was that the WAC acted first and ing up a reported 25% share of 
tthen secured cooperation later. the profits as well as her regular 
The condition that the liaison com- | 10° of the gross. She was suc- 
mittee would include the nine ceeded in the “Born” assignment 
| veepees preserves a possible veto | by Judy Holiday, who played it for 
by any of the veepees, thereby pre- most of the Broadway run and will 
serving TOA’s or any other org’s | repeat the stint in the screen ver- 
| power to block a move~ which it | sion. | 
| opposes. | Although representatives of the | 
4 Before the end of the meeting, | management and officials of Equity 
| the board voted “hearty recogni-| refused to be quoted on Miss Ar- 
| tion and deep gratitude for the role | thur’s abrupt withdrawal from 
| that has been played by*Francis ‘Peter Pan,” several privately ex- 
Harmon ever since the conception pressed bitter indignation of the | 
of the organization.” Harmon, incident. One Equity leader, in 
| MPAA, veepee, has acted as secre- fact, said that in his opinion it is 
| tary without pay. jabout time for the union to “get 
No date has been set for the next tough” with players who irrespon- 
board conclave. It is subject to sibly jeopardize the employment of | 
call by COMPO’s prez. |their fellow members and bring 
‘harm to the theatre as a whole. He 
COMPO Defers Tax Request referred in this connection to at 
Washington, Aug. 15. ‘least two film actresses and one 
COMPO bowed to the war situa- actor whose behavior during the | 
tion last week, thanked Congress current strawhat season has 
for the steps taken toward reduc-| brought numerous complaints from 
ing or eliminating the 20% ad-| managements end criticism from 
missions bite, and* withdrew its their fellow players. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 16 





Numerals tn connection with bills below Indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


in parentheses Indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Pdramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner; 


(WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 17 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Jack E Leonard 
Park & Clifford 
Cennie Haines 
Music Hall (1) 17 
Glenn Burriss 
George Dyer 
G & F Szony 
Jessica Haist 


| Nonchalants 


Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Sym Orc 

Palace (R) 17 
Virginia Lee 
Ken Whitmer 
Jerry Mann Co 


; Derby Wilson 


Jan Bart 
Helen Kane 

(2 to fill 
Paramount (P) 16 
Mills Bros 
Al Bernie ~ 
Charlene Russell 


| Eddie Fisher 


R & B Pickert 

Bobby Byrne Ore 
Roxy (I) 18 

Milton Berle 


| Verna Raymond 


Sid Gary 
Leonard Sues 
Jim Wong Tp 
Texaco Men 
Strand (W) 18 
Martez & Lucia 
3 Lind Bros 
Billy Vine 
Toni Harper 
Apollo (1) 17 





CHICAGO 


Chicago (P) 18 
Billy Eckstine 
Martha Stewart & 

Blackburn Twins 


Oriental (i) 10 
Pat Henning 
Chico Marx 
Gray & Jayne 
Yvette 
3 Sherwoods 
Carl Sands Ore 

Oriental (i) 17 
Al Morgan 
2 Carltons 
4 Visionaires 
3 Swifts 
Carl Sands Ore 

Regal (P) 18 
Duke Ellington Orc 
Tables Davis 
Co-ops 
Howell & Bowser 
Ray Nance 
Al Hibbler 
Johnny Hodges 
Chubby Kent 
Marion Cox 
Harry Carney 

CLEVELAND 

State (L) 18 
3 Suns 
Jerry Colonna 
A & D Russell 
Martin & Florenz 

MIAMI 

Olympia (P) 16 
Cerneys 
Jack Prince 
Brenda & Valenti 
Harry Martin 
De Castro Sis 

WASHINGTON 


Sarah Vaughan Capito! (L) 17 
Charlie Parker Bd | Lathrop & Lee 
Stan Getz Felix Knight 
Symphony Sid Peggy Taylor 3 
Timmie Rogers Roger Ray 
BRITAIN 
ASTON | BRISTOL 


Hippodrome (i) 14) 


| Tex McLeod 


Harold Walden 
Vera Cody 
Horse & Dog 
Cherokees 
Boots Gibson 
Ottawa Henry 
Bunkhouse Boys 
Texas Cowgirls 


BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 14 


Norman Evans 
Gray & Austin 
F & P King 


| Senor Carlos 


Bil & Bil 

3 Cordells 

Maple Leaf 4 
John Tiller Girls 


BLACKPOOL 
“Grand (i) 14 


| Josef Locke 
| J Radcliffe Co 


Francis & Gray 
Joan Stuart 

Annettes Ladies 
Jimmy Wheeler 


‘Larry Drew 


Opera House (I) 14 
Tessie O’Shea 

Nat Jackley 

Jerry Desmonde 
Terry-Thomas 

Ben Yost Guards 

5 Olanders 

Sheila Mathews 
Maureen Sims 
Tiller Girls 


Palace (i) 14 
Vera Lynn 


| Fayne & Evans 


Paul & Pauline 


| Paulette Coutts 


Johnson Clarke Co 

Tower Circus (1) 18 

Charlie Cairoli 

Paul Co 

Ernie’s Sealions 

Gilbert Houcke 

Pierre Alizes 

Jacques & Maryse 

7 Ashtons 

Roberto Chiesa Co 

3 Peters 

Baudy’s Animals 

Knie’s Horses 

3 Goetachis 

Dorchesters 

Laconas 

Jimmy Scott 

Annettes 
Circusettes 

Balcombes 


WINTER GARDEN 
Pavilion (1) 14 
Jimmy Edwards 
Joy Nichols 
Dick Bentley 
Costello Twins 
Nino Wonder Dog 
St Clair & 
3 Bassi 
Peter Grant 
Patricia Hartley 
Bobby Beaumont 


BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (1) 14 
Billy Whitaker 
Mimi Law 
B & M Clayton 
C Fairweather 
Phil Lester 
Pat Hagen 
Senny Hughes 
Elizabeth Parsons 
Eric Marsh 
Hi Diddle Diddle 
Debs 


Terry’s Juveniles 


BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 14 
Deep ‘River Boys 
Peter Raynor 
M Woodward Co 
Bernard Miles 
Gaston Palmer 
Billy Thornburn 
Bebe & Belle 
Eddie Gordon & N 

BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 14 
Tommy Trinder 
Barbara Perry 
Lois Green 
dall, Norman & L 
Bentley Sis 
Virginians 





Hippodrome (S) 14 


Mischa Auer 
Peter Sellers 
Harold Barnes 
Peggy Mortimer 
Erikson 
Revel & Fields 
Cynthia & Gladys 
MacDonald & 
Graham 


CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 14 


Cheerful C Chester 

Fred Ferrari 

Arthur Haynes 

Edwina Carol 

Len Marten 

Ken Morris 

Boliana Ivanko 4 

Marriott & 
Wenman 

5 Brahims 


DERBY 
Grand (S) 14 


Eltham & Sharpe 
Marianne 

Margit Kollar 
Merry 3 

Magyar Ballet 

D S Stephens 


EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 14 


Harry Lester. Co 
B & M Konyot 
4 El Granadas 
Lesters Midgets 


FINSBURY PARK 


Empire (M) 14 
Hal Monty . 
Johnny Denis Co 
Rosemary Andree 
Kirk Stevens 
Margerite & 

Charles 
Flack & Lucas 


GLASGOW 


Empire (M) 14 
Rochester , 
Freddie Bamberger 

& Pam 
La Esterella 
Tattersall 
Adrian & Spero 
3 Garcias 
Australian Aces 
Rex & Bessie 


HACKNEY 


Empire (S) 14 
Rose Murphy 
Canfield Smith 
Jay Palmer & D 
Banner Forbuit 
Gold & Cordell 
Les Raynor & B 
Dave Park 
Billy Maxam 


LIVERPOOL 


Empire (M) 14 
Issy Bonn 
Bonn-A-Chords 
6 Sweet Notes 
V & T Elliott 
Len Clifford & F 
Maurice & May 
Patricia & Rudy 


LONDON 


Palladium (M) 14 
Denald Peers 
Ethel Smith 
Nicholas Bros 
Max Bygraves 
Stump Stumpy 
Berty Borrest 2 
Les Marchants 
Jose Moreno 
Palladium Tiller Gls 
Skyrockets Orc 


MANCHESTER 


Palace (M) 14 
Collins & Elizabeth 
Stanley Holloway 
Jimmy James Co 
Irving & Girdwood 
Count LeRoy 
Bobby Breen 
Frances Duncan 
Willy Woltard 
Johnny Lawson 3 


NEWCASTLE 


Empire (M) 14 
Reid & Squires 
Gene Crowley 
Gloria & Splendid 
Charles Warren & J 
Scott Sanders 
Roger Smith 
Pierre Bel 
Dey Dey & Dey 





NORWICH 


Hippodrome (1) 14 
Chefalo 

Denis & Joan 
Bobbie Burns 
Spanglers 

Hope & Ray 
Mandrinos 


PORTSMOUTH 


Royal (M) 14 
Harold Berens 
Gladys Hay 
Michael Moore 
Eamonn Andrews 
Petite 4 
McMurrays 
Edward Victor 


Art Christmas & M | 


SCUNTHORPE 

Savoy (i) 14 
Dick Tubb Jr 
June Scett 
Les Cooper 
Mme Du-Roy 
Anton Petrov 
Mildred Hammond 
John Gerrard 
Noon Bros 
Gridneff Co 
George & Lydia 
Garden Lowlies 


SHEFFIELD 


Empire (M) 14 
Big Bill Campbell 
Lance King 
Senorita Valeska 
3 Mighty Mohawks 
Sioux Dakotas 
Crosbie & Brenan 


SUNDERLAND 


Empire (M) 14 
Eddie Reindeer 





5 Smith Bros 
Wilson Keppel & B 
Tovarich Tp 


Eva & Lillian 

Dancettes 

Alec Pleon 

Tipsy & Brow 

SWANSEA 

Empire (M) 14 

Voltaires 

Harry Bailey 

Radio Revellers 

Binnie Hale 

Leon Cortez 

Joe Church 

MacKenzie Reid & 
Dorothy 

Hamilton & Vassi 


WOLVER- 


HAMPTON 
Hippodrome (I) 14 
Denny Denis 
Les Ritchie & W 
Morecambe & Wise 
2 Carlos 
Helen Binnie 
Flying Cromwells 
Martell Sis 
Crazy Comedy 

Kirks 

YORK 

Empire (i) 14 
Jimmy Gay 
Johnnie Carlton 
Margi Morris 
Eddie Stacey 
Johnnie Marsh 
Ann Gaynor 
Bertie Sellers 
2 Aret 


CANADA 


EAST HAMPTON 


Granada (1) 14 
Grafton Sis & J 
4 Brownie Boys 
Pauline & Eddie 
Kaye Bros 
Claire Duane 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiane 


Charlie Parker 
Dizzy Gillespie 
Coleman Hawkins 
Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Baby Hines 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Ellis Larkin 3 


Bop Ciry 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Slam Stéwart 3 
Gwen Weeks 
Lester Young Ore 


Cafe Society 
Gigi Durston 
Will Jordan 
Cliff Jackson 
Stuff Smith 


Copecapane 


Betty Reill 

Bill Russel 
Gilbert. & Miller 
M Durso Ore 

R & A Farrell 
Harrison & Kay 
Peter Hanley 

F. Alvares Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Walter Dare Wahl] 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Gloria LeRoy 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Chic Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 
Tommy King 
Harry Meehan 
Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 


El Chico 


Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D‘Alonso Ore 


Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Nola Pardi 
Jean March 
Wayne Thompson 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Irma Henriquez 
Al Wallis 
Geraldine & Joe 


Little Crub 
Ernie Warren Ore 


No 1 Fifth Ave 


Paul Gavert 
Carolyn Maye 
Jimmy Lee 
Christine Barrett 
Downey & Fonville 
Haze] Webster 





Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Olive White 


Althea 
Christine Scoville 
Stevens 


Alverda 
Marsha 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Ave 
Scotty Graham 
Chas Stewart 
Clarice Crawford 


Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Orc 


Hotel Astor 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Sydney Ross 
Harold Nage!) Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Harry Ranch Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bernie Cummins O 
Rookies 
Jean Arlen : 
B. Penni on 
Arthur Johnson 
Hotel Plaza 
Bob Grant ,Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 
M Bergere 
Emery utsch 
Motel Roosevelt 
Teddy Powell Ore 
Sidney Kassimir 3 
Hotel Statier 
Shep Fields Ore 


Hotel Taf? 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Alan Carney 
Mons. Choppy 
Marvellos 
Gloria Gilbert 
Ralph Young 
Naaman Ders 
Ast Waner Ore 
Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Riviera 
Billy Daniels 
Buddy Hackett 
Jack Cole Ders 
Pat Terry 
Arden Line 
Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Versailies 
Bernice Parks 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Garp 
Ge Fitzgerald 
Tex Fletcher 
Freda 


4 Some 
David Blight 


Waldorf-Astorie 
Phil Spitalny Orc 
Griff Williams Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 


“Roaring Twenties” 
Mimi Kelly 

Joel Friend 

Ray Hyson 
Margaret Banks 
Jesse Elliot 

Ray Arnett 

Bobo Lewis 

Bobby Barry 
Henry Brandon Ore 


Chez faree 


Jackie Miles 
Chandra Kaly Ders 
Doran & France 
Jimmy Nelson 

Stan Grover 

Cee Davidson Ore 
Chico Ore 


Heistngs 
Georgie Gobel 
Jayne Walton 
Billy Chandler Ore 


H Edgewater Geach 
D Hild Ders 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 





Hotel Stevens 
Joan Hyldoft 
Arnold Shoda 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Raffloer 
Farrar & Carter 


Skating Bivdeare 
Mary A Fitzgerald 
Phyllis Miles 
Maxwells (2) 
Frank Masters Ore 


Paimer House 


Evelyn Knight 
Lew Parker 
Eileen O’Dare 
De Mattiazzis (@) 
Abbott Decrs 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 
Vine Gardens 


Jan Bart ‘ 
Mickey Sharp 
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Musie Hall, N. Y. 

Music Hatt Symph (Raymond 
Paige, conductor), George Dyer, 
Glee Club, Rockettes, The Szonys 
(2), Nonchalants (3), Glenn Bur- 
ris, Jessica Haist, Corps de Ballet; 
produced by Leon Leonidoff; set- 
tings by James Stewart Morcom; 
Costumes designed by Frank 
Spencer; lighting effects by Eugene 
Braun; “Sunset Boulevard” (Par), 
reviewed in VARIETY April 19, ’50. 





Though lavishly staged and 


lighted, 


of slow spots. It remains for the 
continental dance team, 
Szonys, to cop the top laurels with 
their smash _ ballet-styled _ terps. 
But what this show needs is some 
more pointed comedy. 

Because of the necessary slow 
maneuvering of the various intri- 
cate stages, much of the show suf- 
fers in the pacing, and conse- 
quently in the entertainment 
sult. 
timer to watch in awe the shifting 
stages as they get into position 
for subsequent setups, but it is by 
now a commonplace element for 
frequent Music Hall-goers. If the 
entertainment were less languid, 
perhaps the aforementioned im- 
pression might not prevail. 

There are only two outside acts 
currently, the Szonys and the acro- 
batic-comedy Nonchalants (3). The 
Szonys, the phenomenal brother- 
sister team which made its Ameri- 
can debut just a couple of years 
ago and has since clicked so big 
in TV, practically stopped the 
show. The girl is elfin-like in her 
ballet stuff, and he does some 
amazing, effortless lifts. Their 
music is no small factor in their 
sockeroo. 

The Nonchalants, male trio, 
have some cute stunts and a gift 
of gab that goes over nicely. But 
they’re not enough to hold up the 
sole comedy end of the show. 

Otherwise, the rest of the layout 
comprises the theatre’s standard 
but still eye-arresting equipment, 
such as the Rockettes, the corps de 
ballet, etc. Kahn. 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 11. 

Martha Stewart & Blackburn 

Twins, Pat Henning, Billy Eckstine, 
Louis Basil Orch; “Louisa” (U). 








Chicago bill is one of the better 
ones seen at this house in many 
sessions. Acts are all topflight 
in own right and there’s a happy 
absence of building toward the 
headliner. In this case it’s warbler 
Billy Eckstine, slotted in third 
position, who gets good share of 
the plaudits. Singer opens with 
an easy version of “I’m in the 
Mood for Love,” passing’ to 
breezier “It’s Almost Like Being 
in Love.” However, it is not until 
“My Destiny,” that he gets rolling, 

ulling in tremendous returns. 

atriotic ballad, “I Like It Here,” 
also goes over. Recitation-type 
lyrics are neatly handled and tol- 
erance theme goes big with the 
patrons. Eckstine encores with 
“My Foolish Heart” and “I Wanna 
Be Loved” for sock closer. ~ 

Opener of Martha Stewart and 
the Blackburn Twins almost 
stopped the show. Act is topnotch 
show pacer, with the lads teeing 
off with some nifty vocalizing and 
precision tapping. Then introduce 
Miss Stewart for solo on “Who 
Cares,” followed by nice tap and 
singing on “Ain’t She Sweet.” 
Trio close with sock “Dearie, 
then begoff after encore of “Teach 
Me to Shimmy,” with trio giving 
out with some nice Charlestoning. 

Short, balding comic, Pat Hen- 
ning, uses shapeless hat and con- 
stant digs at the management to 
get constant belly-laughs. Employ- 
ing burlesque house type delivery, 
he bags heavy returns from an ex- 
aggerated Bette Davis takeoff, as 
well as neat impressions of pic 
gangsters. ‘ 

Louis Basil does smooth job of 
backing throughout, particularly 
during Eckstine stint. 





the current Music Hall | 
show has more than its usual quota | 


the | 


re- | 
It may be okay for a first- | 


through with other items such as 
“Jealous Heart” and “Enjoy Your- 
self” fer continuous applause. 
Current layout while departing 
from the traditional Hollywood 
headliner, includes~ three trans- 
atlantic acts. Nicholas Bros., Ethel 
,Smith and Stump and Stumpy. 
Miss Smith, who established her 
popularity here last year, got a 
| typical welcome-back reception. 
‘Her routine on the electric organ, 
| which 
tunes, 





remains a sock interlude. 
Wooden Soldiers,” 
win happy returns. The fast 
rhythm tap-terping of the Nicholas 
‘Bros. again proves to be tops. One 


of the highspots is a vocal inter- | 


pretation of ““Lady Be Good,” sung 
by one of the brothers while the 
other batons the orchestra. Rou- 
tines by Stump and Stumpy, 
colored duo, are of a more robust 
kind, mixng song, dance and patter 
for solid reception. 

A conventional but pleasing rou- 
tine from the Tiller girls opens 
the bill. The number two spot 
(has Jose Moreno, whose adroit 
juggling on a slack wire is a per- 
fect combination of speed and bal- 
| ance, Two Berty Borrest have 


|added some new stunts to make. 


their aerialist act a slick offering. 
;Held over from the previous bill, 
comedian Max Bygraves offers a 
generous series of entertaining 
yarns. Has a pleasing voice and 
nice personality. 

Apart from Miss Smith and the 
Nicholas Bros. the second half of 
the show has another colorful rou- 


|tine by the Tiller girls and a novel | 
Culminat- | 


‘act by Les Marchants. 
ing feat in this turn is to set six 


diabolos spinning simultaneously. | 
usual | 
‘high standard, with Woolf Phillips | 
and Skyrockets Orch again making | 


| Presentation attains the 


lan effective contribution. Myro. 


Capitol, Wash 
Weshington, Aug. 11. 
Meribeth Olds, Betty Jane Wat- 


Pierre, 
“Peggy” (20th), 





An eavesdropper, listening in 
from the outside, could attest to 
ithe balance and consistently high 
jentertainment level of current 
|Capitol show. Audience response 
lis so enthusiastic throughout, that 
'there’s no mistaking the appeal of 
the four act layout. 

Show ~-stopper honors go to 
Betty Jayne’ Watson and Jerry 
Austen, husband-wife team of 
warblers. It isn't often that Capi- 
tol payees hit the rafters for a 
song act, ‘so that it should be 
doubly. gratifying to the young 
jteam that they score so _ well. 
|Austen, late of ‘“Finian’s Rain- 
|bow,” and his frau, from “Texas 
Li’i Darlin’,” are typically -musi- 
cal comedy in their style, their 
good looks and handling of show 
tunes. Their presentation is well 
planned and animated, giving each 
song meaning and the illusion of 
a show setting. 
too much bounce to Miss Watson’s 
style, it is at least backed up by 
a full, rich soprano. Austen’s 
baritone is a clear and pleasant 
complement to his mate’s more 
flashy style and pipes. Routine 
is a hep one, with accent on the 
popular and the romantic. Austen 
opens with “It’s a Most Unusual 
Day,” brings in his femme partner 
for “Oh, What a Beautiful Morn- 
ing.” They mingle voices in “I 
Wanna Be Loved,” “All the Things 











| You Are” and a medley of half.a | 


|dozen love tunes. Soft touch is 
‘added with a lullably, “Sleep 
|Little Darling,” and finale, an 
| “Oklahoma” medley, sends them 
off with cheers. 

Headliner Frank Ross and his 
blonde stooge, Anita La Pierre, do 
an able job in the comedy slot. 
The old Rogs “one man jukebox” 
‘routine, with comic doing a 
|gagged takeoff on band _instru- 
‘ments, always clicks here. Except 
‘for some new tunes, there's little 
{new material in the act, but payees 
seem to go for the old stuff. Ross 


comprised half - a - dozen | 


Her “Tico, Tico” gnd “Parade of | 
particularly, | 





even gets laughs for his oft re- 
| peated pantomime ribbing of his 
London, Aug. 8. | femme partner while she sings a 
Donald ~Peers, Nicholas Bros. | French dialect’ number. 
(2), Ethel Smith, Stump & Stumpy, of a bell ringing act are the Ross 
Max Bygraves Two Berty Borrest, jmitations of pair of trumpets and 
Jose Moreno, Les Marchants (2), a sax, and the “jam” session, with 
Palladium Tiller Girls (16) Woolf the gal singing “St. Louis Blues” 
Phillips & Skyrockets Orch. ito accompaniment of the Ross 
|orching. . 
Donald Peers, who has the dis-; Meribeth Olds paces show with 
tinction of being the first British | her perpetually amazing contor- 
headliner of the-season at the Pal- tioning. Gal literally turns herselt 
ladium, is one of the country’s top | inside out, doing the impossible by 
pop vocalists, with a reputation as | sitting on her own head, walking 
a money-maker on the provincial all over herself and reversing the 
vaude circuits. 


Palladium, London 





been best-sellers for a long time. but galleries love it and whistle 
Throughout his 35-minute act for more. ; 
Peers essays a jovial note and cues| Pierre D’Angelo and his eye- 
is songs primarily to please the filling partner, billed merely as 
galleryites, who represent the bulk Ana, make a satisfying finale for 
of his fans. With a pleasant voice,|a well rounded bill. Their terp 
and eliminating unnecessary pat-/act, though strictly conventional, 
ter, he opens with his theme, |is graceful and easy on the eyes. 
“In a Shady Nook,” and follows owe. 


j ee i 
‘ t € 3 


Best bets | 


He also has a big functions of her arms and legs. | 
radio following, and his disks have | Much of it is grotesque to watch, | 


| Palace, N. Y. 


Andrews Twins, Walters & Pris- 


cilla, Serge Flash, Lois Lee, Man- ents, who reprise yesteryear rou-. 


hoofers, click in their dance rou- 
tines. Youngsters introduce par- 


‘tan Moreland (2), Peggy Taylor| tines, while younger team gives 
'Trio, Archie Robbins, Th? Sing Lee| Out with more modern _interps. 


| 


| “Story 


(reissue) 
(ELC). 


of GI. Joe” 


| 
| 


Blend of oldtime turns with a 
number of more contemporary acts 
results in a well balanced bill at 
Palace this week. 





| the 


enough to generate a favorable re- 
ception. 
For those with a nostalgic bent, 


recalls memories. Spotted in the 
deuce, Walters and his femme part- 


ner elicit a good response with the | 


patter and novelty singing of their 
boy and girl dummies. Flash scores 
with his Indian club tossing and 
familiar ball balancing. 

Vocal department is held down 
by Lois Lee, who appeared in 
“High Button Shoes.” Trim in a 
strapless gown, she does an okay 
“Ciri Biri Bin” 
tones tend to make “Some En- 
chanted Evening” too dramatie. 
For a bow-off she does “Donkey 
Serenade.” 


Negro comic Mantan Moreland, | 


who works with an unbilled stooge, 
| hasn't much of an act. 


fair salvo. 
about 


over some business 
whiskey bottle. 


sock across with some neat adagio 
work. Splits and twirls of Miss 
Taylor net solid plaudits. 

In next to closing is Archie Rob- 
bins, 
nitery patrons in the N. Y. metro- 
politan area. His mugging, topical 


ter well. 
about 


an orange drink chain 


| should be di jith since it’s | 
son & Jerry Austen, Ross & La’ ‘ @ dispensed With since 4-9 


Pierre D’Angelo & Ana; | 


not in good taste. Sing Lee Sings, 
| oriental threesome of two males 


baties. Fine climax is a sequence 
where one of the 


|pyramided chairs balanced atop | 


four bottles on a table top. 
Reviewed under 


show. Don Albert’s house band, 
per usual, creditably backs the bill. 
Gilb. 





Olympia, Miami 
, Miami, Aug. 13. 
Jan August, The Honeydreamers 


| Shavo Sherman, Les Rhode House 
|Orch;. “Rocketship X-M” (Lip). 





Stubholders are going all the 


week, with Jan August copping 
maximum mitt honors and Shavo 
;Sherman runner up. 

The nimble _ fingered pianist 





} i} scores with his subtle, easy ap- | 
If there is a bit proach to the Steinway ideas hea fine  assest, 
Blending of his reper- | 


| projects. 
| toire is adroit and intelligently bal- 
anced, with his disclick ‘Miser- 
jlou” and “Bewitched” standouts. 
Off to solid applause. 

| Shavo Sherman hasn’t shown 
here for several years, but rating 
‘him on this stand, the bookers 
‘missed a bet in not playing the 
small guy sooner. His impreshes 


are sharp and incisive, with the | put their routines have a sameness | 


Durante carbon main howlmaker 
‘and palm getter. 

| Teeoff spot is neatly handled 
by Johnny Barnes, whose eccentric 
taps remind of James Barton. Lad 
‘sets a nifty pace and hits the ap- 
plause meter for a high score. 

| The Honeydreamers are a well 
staged, cleverly arranged act. 
|Styled somewhat on the Kay 
| Thompson idea in groupings, rou- 


'tining however, is spread around | 


‘for all of the group to show their 
|talents. Specials are their toppers, 
.their musicomedy ideas 
{handsomely with the stubholders. 

Juggling stint of the Seldens 
is standard, and click via grace- 
|ful handling. Les Rhode and house 
‘orch are okay on the background- 
_ ings. Lary. 


Steel Pier, A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug: 10. 
| Fran Warren, Jack E Leonard, 
Lynn & Margot, 4 Evans, The 
Ericksons, Johnny McConne 


(Col). 





| Fran Warren, songstress, and 
' Jack E. Leonard, rotund comedian, 
co-feature the bill of five acts here. 
Leonard, doubling as emcee, sets 
house in good humor with lines of 
gags and brings on Lynn and Mar- 
got. Pair have slick musical act, 
utilizing furniture as musical in- 
struments. Sock finish has Lynn 
playing “Anchors Aweigh” on mu- 
sic stand converted into a trom- 
bone, while partner accompanies 
|on xylophone for nice getaway. 

|. Four Evans, ,.family team of 


? i 


ventro turn of Walters & Priscilla | 
as well as Serge Flash’s juggling | 


but her soprano | 


Neverthe- | 
less his gags and patter extract a/| 
He feigns a bit of hoof- | 
ing and manages to draw chuckles | 
a 
Peggy Taylor, 
Trio—gal and two male partners— 


Comic is w.k. to vaude and | 
gags and general buffoonery regis- | 


However, one of his lines | 


and a girl, click with their acro-| 


lads, sits on/| 


New Acts are| 
the Andrews Twins, who open the | 


(5), The Seldens, h $, | - 9 
e Seldens, Johnny Barnes | “Rose,” the better lyric editing of | 


the DP ballad, and a little touch | 


way for the layout on tap this| 


setting | 


L | 
House Orch (16); “Captive Girl’ | 


_ stuff for solid returns. 

Miss Warren opens with “Envy” 
/and has the payees with her from 
the start. In strapless evening 
gown, the red haired songstress, 
| follows with “Take Me Out to the 


There’s Ball Game” and winds with medley 


‘nothing outstandifg about the lay- | of “Dancing in the Dark” and 
out, yet its overall impact is strong? “Wonderful Guy” to loud applause. 


|'Encores with “Over the Rainbow” 
| for begoff. 


| Leonard in own slot wows ’em 
with his patter and jokes. 
line of chatter builds up to a sock 
stanza and sends him off to heavy 
applause. 

The Ericksons (5) a nifty acro 
act, conclues the show with balanc- 
ing and gymnastics. Walk. 


New Acts | 


BERNICE PARKS 
Songs 

25 Mins. 

| Versailles, N, Y. 


Bernice Parks, were it not for 
an enforced long layoff because of 
illness, might well be a socko sing- 
ing single name today. 
been hors d’combat for almost five 
years, because of the physical set- 
back, but returns importantly into 
the showcase nitery where she first 
showed to important big time ad- 
vantage. 

Now more on the russet side, 
than brunet, she is still a person- 











closeups and deliver. What short- 
coming there exists, at the mo- 
ment, is due only to an uneven rou- 
tining which is readily remedied. 
She makes a novel audience en- 
trance with “S’Wonderful,” thence 


|into a novelty Piaf-Boyer-Cheva- | 


lier - Trenet - Hildegarde routine 


log, followed by.“Do It Again,” a 
, Latin ballad, “How Come You Do 
| Do,” “Where Can We Go?” (the 
DP song, including a Yiddish 
verse), “Bewitched” (utilizing the 
| peripatetic hand mike), another 
French ballad, a NSG audience 
|mnumber, “Mighty Lak A_ Rose,” 
which is a slower-upper, and a 
rhythmic spiritual which takes off 
_to only so-so results when she 
| rates a sum total rousing finale. 
| That’s where the poor routining 
figures, and the elimination of 


| here and there are a cinch to cor- 
rect it pronto, if not already done 
so. 


since she chirped with Russ Mor- 
| gan’s band, and the years have been 
exceedingly kind to her voice, face 
and figure. Emile Petti’s orch is 
alternating with 
Panchito’s rhumba. Due back in 
, September is Edith Piaf. Abel. 

| 
| ANDREWS TWINS 
| Dancing 

| 5 Mins.; One 
| Palace, N. Y. 
Andrews 





Twins, personable 


‘blondes, open the show at ‘this | 


| house. They display fair terping 
|that fails to excite audience in- 
| terest. 

| Attractively attired, 
hoof mostly in unison. 


the girls 


| stuff that proves effective. Turn 
needs more animation and fresher 


| routines before it’s ready for bet- | 


ter bookings. Gilb 


New WB Decree 


Continued from page 3 














out of both branches of the com- 
'pany. Informed opinion, however, 
'is inclined to discount these re- 
| ports. Apparently, their efforts are 
_ still directed towards working out 
_a formula which would keep them 
'in production-distribution while 
permitting them to unload their 
| theatre interests at a substantial 
figure. 

Treasury Dept. has withheld ap- 
| proval of the old plan although it 
| was dumped in its lap early in the 
year. Debenture plan required a 
| favorable ruling to the effect that 
_ the new bonds were a capital gain 
| and not personal income. Without 


that ruling, the Warners as well as 


other stockholders would be forced 
, to pay a big part of the value of 
| the bonds in levies. 


| Debentures under the plan as | 


| proposed in the decree would have 
| represented some 70° of the value 
|of the theatre chain, or about 
, $55,000,000. | eke 


eS i ; 


His fast | 


She has 


able thrush with a fetching chassis | 
who can stand the intimacy of cafe | 


about the French trend in songa- | 


Miss Parks has come a long way | 


At the! 
finale they toss in some challenge | 


| 
| 











Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 44 =——- 


Oasis. L.A. 
on the keys, 6f course. Gus Johnson 
on drums and Jimmy Lewis beating 
the bass. Soloists and ensemblists 
blow everything from bop to an 
almost-symphonic “Out ot No- 


where,” the latter beautifpily 
clarinetted by Basie’s sole ofa 
/windjammer, Buddy DeFranco, 
Backing them, no matter what their 
metier, is that solid beat. 


Basie showcases music for all 
tastes, and all tastefully arranged: 
bop, “progressivism” in the Kenton 
vein, straight rhythm out of Glen 
Miller’s book. His 35-minute stint 
could have used more oft his own 
languid 88ing, although he upped 
the ante from one to two solos for 
the midnight show, and Damita io, 
in at the spot on a separate deal 
(flat $350 weekly against 
Basie’s $1,500-plus-half-the-door-ad- 
| missions), hasn't learned how to 
| pull her weight with a nitery audi- 
ence, successful as she is on rec- 
ords. Her two contributions are 
“You Were Meant for Me” and 
“Until the Real Thing Comes 
Along.” Pipes and material are 
there; all she needs is prope sales- 
manship. 

Basie’s bop. original, ‘Donna 
Lee,” leads off frantically, with De 
Franco and hot saxist Wardell Gray 
spotlighted. Triple-tonguing by 
trumpeter Clark Terry and some 
neat ensembling put ‘“Popper’s 
Wonderful Thing’ across. Gray 
iautes his reeds, mild and mellow, 
for “These Foolish Things.” 


Crew’s Columbia etching, “Gold- 
en Bullets” hits the target under 
potent prodding by Lewis. Terry, 
De Franco and Gray, with Damita 
Jo slotted here for. some much- 
|needed vocalizing after all that 
roof-raising .. Then Basie, batting 
|“Sweet Lorraine” back and forth 
with Terry—actually ‘he eveaing’s 
|high. “Nowhere,” next to closing, 
and a real gone windup with “Oue 
O’Clock Jump.” Mike. 





| Bellevue, Casino, Mont’l 
Montreal, Aug. 12. 
Will Mahoney, Boy Foy, Nirska, 
Charles Julian, Betty Sawyer, Mar- 
'guerite LaPorte, Line (12), Bix 
Belair Orch, Julian Reyes. Quartet; 
admission 50c.-$1. 





Maintaining the hottest pace in 
what is ptherwise a dull cafe sea- 
son, the management of the Belle- 
vue follow the smash success of 
| their hoked-up “Carmen” with Will 
| Mahoney and Boy Foy heading cur- 
rent layout. 

Mahoney is playing Montreal for 
the first time in many years and 
packs a terrific wallop with the 
' Casino patrons. Comic has added 
_a good-looking gal for dressing but 
| clincher is still his xylophone rou- 
tine which receives biggest recep- 
tion given any artist at this spot for 
/sometime. As _ an_ added  boff, 
|Mahoney teams with ™well-stacked 
| partner for a gimmicked boxing 
| stint with each wearing a set of 
| bells on wrists and ankles. They 
'rang out tunes in the mock box- 
'ing bout. Solid hit. 
| Of ‘all the jugglers the Casino 
, has brought in none can touch Boy 
Foy who reprises all the socko toss- 
ing tricks and makes everything 
| just that much harder by wham- 
ming them over while riding uni- 
cycles. In a reom such as this, 
which is loaded at all times with 
vauders, the Foy presentation is 
standout. 


To heighten production numbers, 
,Madame Kamarvoa brings in 
' Nirska who, with many yards of 
tissue silk on long rods which are 
in turn fastened to her arms, 
weaves some fancy patterns which 
/are made more effective by clever 
, lighting and staging. Sight impact 
scores with payees and foliowup 
| production with line using Nirska 
_as focal point is highlight of revue. 
Chirp efforts by Marguerite La- 
Porte receive usual offhand inter- 
est given any vocalist in this room 
_in spite of gal having looks and 
'pienty of power. Terpsters Betty 
Sawyer and Charles Julian fail to 
/ impress mainly because Julian fol- 
lows Sawyer and similarity of both 
interpretive tap sessions conflicts. 
Bix Belair handles a complicated 
| show score adequately and divides 
|customer hoofing sets with the 
Julian Reyes” group. Newt. 


Manson Switches to GAC 


Eddy Manson, harmonica act, 
‘and Professér Backwards have 
been signed by General Artists 
Corp. \ 

, Manson, formerly with Musie 
Corp. of America, also signed ‘a 
_ personal management  contraet 
,with Jerry Levy, who manages 
Shep Fields’ orch. 

















LEGITIMATE—CONCERT 


Berksire Festival, ‘US. Salzburg, In 
Record $243,100 Take For 6-Wk. Season ism iinet Sarer. 


| surveying arena-type theatre oper- | 
¥ _ations for installation in midwest 


VARIETY 
'BERGER MULLS ARENA 
| SHOWS FOR HOTELS, 


Ralph Berger, former operator | 


Wednesday, August 16, 1950 


Hot Air Club in 2d Half Century 
Of a Clambake That Made Good 


+ By JOSEPH C. SHEA 











. Aug. 15. 
The Festival, at 





Lenox, Mass., 





Berkshire 
Tanglewood, near here, closed its 
13th season Sunday (13) with a 
record take of $243,100 for its six 
weekends of concerts and some 
added lustre to its tag as the 
“Salzburg of America.” Take was 
about $8.000 more than last year’s 
previous record-breaker. Largest 
crowd of the seaseon—12,600—at- 


tended Sunday's final concert, 
which. Serge Koussevitzky con- 
ducted. Attendance for the Ssix- 


weck season was 178,700, with top 
longhairs mingling with tourists 
from widespread areas at what has 
now become the leading summer 
musie attraction in America. 
Fectival this year was interest- 
fn* for several sidelights to the 
reeular draw of concerts by the 
ac: Boston Symphony Orchestra. 
Setup consisted of three pairs of 
Bach-Mozart concerts in the 1,160- 
s°ater theatre-concert hall the first 
three weekends, and nine concerts 
the last three weekends in the 
6 060-seater Shed. At some concerts 
there was more overflow audience 
on the lawn than in the Shed. 
Koussevitzky, who quit the Bos- 
ton symph a year ago after 25 
years’ service, but who retained 
directorship of the Festival (and 
iis school, or Music Center) which 
he founded, was back after a year 
for two of the final three weekends, 
ard received a boisterous welcome. 
His protest at the hiring of Victor 
ad: Sabata for a pair of concerts 
on grounds of the latter being 
an “outsider”. also stirred things 
up a bit. 
Mrs. FDR’s $18,800 Draw 
Engagement of Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt to narrate Prokofieff’s 
“Peter and the Wolf” with the 
orch on its special “Tanglewood 
on Parade” day (to raise funds for 
the Center), and subsequently re- 


cord the work with the orch for 
Victor, proved a 10-strike. The 
svecial “Parade” concert drew 


8 800 people (as against last year’s 
5.000}, with $18,800 taken in for 
the Center. (Mrs. FDR donated her 
services for “Parade” day. She also 
split her recording fees, half going 
to the Center, half to the Wiltwyck 
School for Boys.) 

The Festival, with its nine con- 
certs, made a profit, but due to 
the expenses of the Music Center, 
or school, which is run for six 
weeks in conjunction with the Fes- 
tival concerts, the overall season 
ends in a deficit. Same was true 
this season. This year the Center’s 
students numbered 395, but 156 of 
these were on scholarship. 

The Center, in addition to tui- 
tion of about $135 from the paying 
students, and the $18,800 from 
“Parade” day, also received about 
$27,000 from Friends of the Berk- 
shire Music Center, these being 
voluntary contributions from mu- 
sic-lovers for the privilege of at- 
tending the many varied student 
concerts. Attendance at these 
events (which is different from the 
Festival series of paid concerts) 
totaled 50,000. 

The Bach-Mozart series _ pre- 
sented in the 1,160-seater theatre 
(with sometimes 3,000 more on the 
outside lawn), set a new record this 
year with a 23,500 attendance. 
Breakdown of the Festival's $243.,- 
100 receipts is: Bach-Mozart series, 
$41,100; Shed series, 
“Parade,” $18,800, 
Fund rehearsals, $6,200. Top for. 
the Shed Concerts was $5 (‘with 
$6 for boxes), and $4 for the 


theatre (Bach-Mozart) series. Gen-. 


eral admission to the grounds was 
$2, with $1 charge for the Festival 
rehearsals, 





‘Dollar Down’ Preems 
At Malden Bridge, N.Y. 


Malden Bridge, N.Y,, Aug. 15. 

“A Dollar Down,” comedy by 
Richard Kirk, former Albany news- 
paperman and present member of 
the publicity staff of the New York 
State Department of Commerce, 
will be tried out at the Malden 
Bridge Playhouse, beginning Wed- 
nesday (16). Virginia Calhoun and 
William Sturgess have the leading 
roles. Supporting cast includes 


Louise Woodruff, John Lasell, War- | 


ren Frost, Jeaw Bruno, Paul Bres- | 
soud, Edgar Clerk and Robert 
Juergens, Eunice Osborne is di- 
rector; Stuart Lancaster is scenic | 
designer. ‘ 

Play is the first premiered at 
Malden Bridge. 


‘usually work in cycles, 


$177,000; | 
and Pension | 


Walter Back in Berlin 


After 17-Year Exile 


Bruno Walter, bounced out of 
Germany in 1933 and out of Aus- 
tria in 1938 by Hitler, flew to Ger- 
many Monday (14). He'll conduct 
in Berlin and Frankfurt for the 
first time in 17 years, and in 
Munich, (where for 10 years he 
headed the Munich Opera) for the 
first time in 28 years. 


The noted maestro will also con- | 


duct at the Lucerne and Salzburg 
Festivals and in Sweden, return- 
ing to the U. S. Oct. 18. Season 
stints this year include conduct- 
ing opera at the Met Opera House, 
N. Y., and guest symph appear- 
ances with the Philadelphia Or- 
chestra, Chicage and San Fran- 
cisco §vmphonies. Columbia Ar- 
tists Mgt. is booking. 





Longhairs Are Switching 
Managers in Migration 
Wave; Arrau Is Latest 


Signing by James A. 
Met. of pianist Claudio 
the 1951-52 season, is latest in a 
marked series of management 
switches by top concert talent this 
vear. Artists frequently change 
managers if bookings or attendance 
fall off, or for personal reasons, but 
there hasn’t been so prominent a 
series of moveovers in the last dec- 
ade. 


Davidson 
Arrau for 


Managers say these changeovers 
pointing out 
that there was a similar wave of 
migrations about 10 years ago. 
Whatever the reason, there have 
been almost a dozen changes in 
managers this season by leading 
concert performers. Arrau, after 10 
vears with National Concert & 
Artists Corp., is switching tc David- 
son next year. So isVennie Tourel, 
longtime with Columbia Artists 
Mgt. Helen Traubel left Davidson 
this spring, to go to Columbia. 
Gladys Swarthout switched to Co- 
lumbia. Gregor Piatigorsky and 
Enzo Mascherini moved over to Sol 
Hurok. Ferruccio Tagliavini left 
Columbia for Jack Adams & Co. 
Biggest switch of all was Vladimir 
Horowitz, who is quitting Annie 
Friedberg for David Libidins for 
1951-52. 





State Dept. “‘Tangiewood’ 
Pic Set For U.S. Release 


“Tanglewood,” 20-minute film 
about the Music Festival and mu- 
sic school at Tanglewood, Lenox, 
Mass., which the Film Division of 
the U. S. State Dept. made last 
summer for overseas propaganda 
showing, is now being prepped due 
to hypoed interest for domestic re- 
lease. Film had a special showing 
in conjunction with the Interna- 
tional Ladies Garment Workers 
Union pic, “With These Hands,” at 
the Gotham, N. Y., recently. 
planned now to distribute the mu- 
sic short domestically late this fall 
via a major distrib, with Metro as 
possibility. State Dept. wants to 
add more narration to the pic for 
the U. S. showing. Pie has been 
/shown in four countries abroad al- 
| ready. 

Pic was shot last summer, dur- 
ing the Festival season, by MPO 
| Productions, Inc., for the State 
Dept., on a $50,000 budget. Shoot- 
ing took two weeks, with Larry 
Madison in charge. Joe March 
scripted; Irene Wilson edited, and 
Boris Kaufman was cameraman. 
Crew of 25 worked on a seven-day 
| basis, day and evening, utilizing the 
ifull Boston Symphony Orchestra 
‘and Tanglewood’s advanced student 
;orchestra. Pic shows scenes of 
Tanglewood and its various school 
activities, as well as showing the 
BSO under Serge Koussevitzky in 
several orchestral selections, one 
_with a large student chorus. 


} 





Blondell for Marblehead 
Boston, Aug. 15. 
Joan Blondell has been signed 
to appear at Marblehead Playhouse 


week of Aug. 28 in “Happy Birth- 
| day.” 


This will be Miss Blondell’s ini- | 


tial appearance hereabouts this 
| season, although she toured the’ 
New England area last season in| 


i the same play. 


} accounted for 


It’s > 


| hotel ballrooms. 


Berger declares that several | 
eand -he’ll probably cast 


shows for routings at the inns. 





N.Y. Stadium Concerts 
Suffer $85,000 Deficit; 


B’way Music Best Draw 


If the recently-ended Lewisohn 
Stadium, N. Y., concert season 
hadn't been curtailed by one week 
from its scheduled eight weeks to 
seven, the season’s deficit, it’s esti- 
mated, would have gone over $100.- 
000. As it was, the season, which 
closed Aug. 5, ended with a deficit 
of over $85,000. Rainouts threat- 
ening weather and slim attendance 
the loss. The cur- 
tailment was the first in the series’ 


'33-vear-old history. 


of the 
Symphony, 
Charles S. Gug- 


The al fresco concerts 
N. Y. Philharmonic 
managed by Mrs. 
genheimer, always run at a deficit, 
with last year’s (1949) loss being 
abouf $65,000 and 1948's red reach- 
ing $84,000. Mrs. Guggenheimer 
usually raises part of the expected 
losses before and during the sea- 
son from civic-minded citizens. 
This year, she raised about $75- 


hotels are interested in the plan | 
several | 








000, and $2,000 more has come in| 


via the recent appeal to the public 
for $1 donations to offset the defi- 
cit. 
Broadway 
enough, 
these usually longhair 
The Gershwin and Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein evenings drew 
crowds, of 23,000 each. Night of 
Italian opera and the Ballet Thea- 
tre night drew 19,000 each. The 
Sigmund Romberg evening pulled 
17,000. Bad weather cut into some 
usually strong longhair nights, as 
with Mischa Elman appearance. 


Sadler’s in 1006 Frisco 
Advance 23 Months Off 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

Adding to. fantastic advance sales 
around the country, the Sadler's 
Wells Ballet of England, not due 
‘here for two ‘months and a half, 
/already has an advance of $100,- 
000 in the till for the 16 perfor- 
mance engagement at the Opera 
House Oct. 30 to Nov. 12. Troupe 
can do about $175,000 here on the 
run, 


Sadler’s is leaving London Sept. 
5 by air for N. Y., to open a 20- 
week tour of the U. S. and Canada, 
starting with three weeks at the 
N. Y. Met Opera Hotse beginning 
Sept. 10. Troupe has been touring 
England, and will return to the 
Royal Opera House, London, for 
one week, Aug. 21-26, before set- 
ting out on its second American 
tour. 


music, interestingly 








London (Ont.) Theatre 
Offers Script Award 


London, Ont., Aug.15. 

The local Little Theatre has of- 
fered $1,000 for the best play writ- 
ten by a Canadian resident in Can- 
ada. This is the biggest award 
ever offered for playwriting in the 
Dominion. Scripts must be sub- 
mitted to the committee of three 
judges before next Dec. 31. 


The wealthiest Little Theatre in 
Canada, the London group two 
years ago offered a scholarship to 
a young actress to take a dramatie 
arts course at the Royal Academy 
in England. The girl, Olga Lan- 
diak of Fort William, Ont., won the 
best acting awards at the Dominion 
drama festival that year. 


The Little Theatre owns debt- 
free its own playhouse and the 
land on which it stands. The 


'group’s income last year was $63.- 
|478, of which $48,550 came from 
/ 10,000 membership fees. Produc- 
‘tion of the six- play season cost $5.- 
987. Gross receipts from road 
shows were $49,821. Rental revenue 
/was $4,310. As of April 30, cash 
|on hand was $175; accounts receiv- 
able, $131: Dominion of Canada 
aoa $16,480; prepaid expenses, 


The theatre's surplus account 
ltotals $89.690. 


led in attendance draw at. 
concerts. | 


the top) 


| Italian 


| contemporary. 


ithe operatic sequences in the pic. | 


| 


} 


}mon’s 
The comedy 


‘When You're At a Loss For | 
A Story—Try Your Own 


Guilford, Conn., Aug. 15. 


Autobiographical inspiration for 
;a legit play is apparent in “You 
|Have to Be Crazy,” next week's | 
tryout production at Lewis Har- 
Chapel playhouse here. 
is by the producer’s 


authoress-wife, Charlotte Buch- 
wald. 
Among the accurate details of 


the piece are that it’s about a hus- 
band-wife team operating a sum- 
mer theatre in a Connecticut re- 
sort town, where attendance was 
steadily dwindling until the guest- 
star policy was dropped for a 
resident company operation at pop 


prices. Scenes include a New York | 


apartment, the lobby and facade of 
the summer theatre and a bare- 
stage during rehearsal. 

An earlier comedy by 
Buchwald, “Sex Is Out,” 
out here in 1946 and subsequently 
sold ta RKO. 


Miss 





Singers Thebom, Valdengo 
Plane to Coast for Stints 
In Metro’s ‘Great Caruso’ 


Blanche Thebom arrived in N, Y. 
by plane from Paris Monday (14) 
and re-planed promptly to the 


| Coast. She’s to work for two weeks 


at Metro recording and filming for 
“The Great Caruso.” Contralto, 


/ managed by Sol Hurok, spent part 


of the summer singing with the 
Glyndebourne Opera Festival in 
England, scoring’ a_ particular 
success in “Cosi fan tutte.” 

Also flying to the Coast last 
Friday (11), for a stint in “Caruso,” 
was Giuseppe Valdengo. 
baritone will record a 
series of operatic sequences for 
the pic, doing roles identified with 
Antonio Scotti, a Caruso singing 
Mario Lanza has the 
title role in “Caruso."’ Peter Her- 
man Adler will conduct and stage 


Coming season will be Valdengo’s 
first full one with Columbia Artists 
Met. (Judson, O’Neill & Judd di- 
vision) and the bureau has com- 
pletely sold him out for opera and 
concert dates this year. Baritone 
is due back in N. Y. Aug. 28 for a 
Firestone NBC broadcast, then flies 
back to Hollywood for further work 
on “Caruso.” 


Celler May Shelve Probes 


Due to Korean Conflict 


Washington, Aug. 15. 

The Korean war may 
with plans of Rep. Emanuel Cel- 
ler (D., N. Y.) for his monopoly 
sub-committee to conduct hearings 
in New York on the Shubert eon- 
trol of legit theatres and the place 
in the concert artist field held by 
Columbia Artists Mgt., the booking 
agency. Celler announced last 
week that the committee would 
swing its emphasis,in the future to 





_a probe of practices impeding de- 


fense production. 

However, when the House voted 
to exempt theatre tickets from 
price ceilings, Celler opposed this | 
amendment to the _ price-control | 
standby powers voted to the Presi- 
dent. Celler claimed he had paid. 
$60 a seat to see “South Pacific.” | 
He has charged that the Shuberts 
are responsible for high prices 
ticket agencies get for hit shows. | 


‘Whistle’ Ends OSU | 


Columbus, Aug. 15. 

Arena style staging was carried 
to its iogical conelusion last week 
in Ohio State U.’s Stadium theatre 
production of Robert E. McEnroe’s 
“The Silver Whistle” when the 
audience found itself seated within 
the walls of the poor house garden. 
The theatre under the giant tiers) 
of the stadium was redesigned so 
that the garden walls included the 
entire audience of 410. The pro- 
duction was kudosed by newspaper 
crities and is being given two extra 
performances. 

“Whistle” was the final play of a 
six-production season. All were 
done in arena style. 

Estimated total take for the 26 
performance season is more than 
$8,000. Three plays, “Life with 
Mother,” “Born Yesterday” and 
“Silver Whistle” were sold out for 
every performance. Prof. John H. 





'‘ McDowell is director of the series. | 


was tried , 


| panies 


|} are never 


Young | 


| the 
That day he hands the bottle of hot 


interfere | 


, Avenue hotel, 


Expediently named, according io 
dissident wives of some of the 
members, the Hot Air Club begins 
,its second half-century next Sun. 
|; day (20), with the  traditiona! 
| steamed clams, corn, lobster and 
' watermelon at the Riviera Beach 
Club, Brightwaters, L. I. This 
|5ist annual outing of a group of 
theatrical pressagents, managers. 
general managers, a producer and 
an actor or two, booking agenis, 
theatreowners, a music. publisher, 
a railroad passenger ageni, and sec- 
retary of the Actors’ Fund, will 
mark another nostalgic journey for 
this unique organization. 

Of the 20 charter members, two 
are alive today: Dan A. Considine 
and Sargent Aborn. The former, 
living in Florida, was a press agent 
and company manager, and in the 
’30s was business manager of the 
Boston Red Sox. Sargent Aborn 


;}and his brother Milt managed an 


opera company in the Century the- 
atre and produced operatic com- 
for the road, including 
“The Bohemian Girl.” He is now 
an executive with Tams-Witmark 
music library. 

R. H. Burnside, 
producer 


musical comedy 
and former managing di- 
rector of the famed Hippodrome, 
N. Y., is president of the executive 
committee of 10 members, includ- 
ing Fred R. Zweifel, Victor Leigh- 
ton, George Leffler, Victor Kiraly, 
Louis Lotito, Augustus Pitou, Sam 
Reiter, Ben H. Atwell, Elliot S. 
Foreman and Robert Campbell: 
The club is unusual in that it has 
been in existence more than 50 
years without a_ constitution or 
elected officers. There are no dues. 
Copies of Robert’s Rules of Order 
thumbed by committee 
members, as there are no bylaws. 
The only times the members 
meet are at the summer clambake 
or at the winter  beefsteak 
dinner on the last Saturday in Jan- 
uary. This break in the year’s 
silence between clam eating was 
instituted in 1936 at a memorial 
dinner for the late D. W. “Doc” 
Haynes, a popular Broadway press 
agent and charter Hot Air member. 
The president of the executive 
committee is selected by the 10 
committee members; this choice is 
announced to the diners at the con- 
clusion of the watermelon and 
coffee course. The new appointee 
then has his brief hour of glory. 
The only time this honorary officer 
has his name on the club roster is 
when it is printed on the menu of 
following summer’s. dinner. 


air over to his successor, whose 
name is supposed to be secret until 
that moment. 
No Speech Complaints 
There can be no complaints about 
lengthy speeches, as this after- 


_dinner- opiate was abolished two 


years ago, though not for the rea- 


'son some members hold, that one 


member made the same _ speech 
every year; namely, “When I was 
with Charley Foye... ; 

Robert Campbell points out that 
the Hot Air Club has “existed half 
a century on sentiment alone. Only 
the tie of good fellowship binds 
the members together.” Sentiment 
is notably expressed on page one 
of each menu for the clambake. It 


'is headed “Always in Our Mem- 


ory,” and this year it will list the 
106 names toasted in perpetuity by 
the surviving members. 

Many of the 140 members hail 
from such distant roadshow centers 


_as Los Angeles, Chicago, San Fran- 


cisco and New Orleans. This year 
will bring out delegations from 
| Philadelphia, Boston and _ Balti- 
more, ranging in ages from 30 to 
| 85, who will board the buses in 
' front of The Lambs on 44th street, 
N. Y., at 10 o’clock Sunday morn- 
ing. Aug. 26. ; 
The club had its beginnings 1” 
July, 1898, in the bar of the Fifth 
N. Y., but was offi- 
cially organized in July of the fol- 
lowing year. This hostelry, located 
at 24th street and Fifth avenue, 
next door to the Madison Square 
theatre, then controlled by play- 
wright Charles H. Hoyt, was Tie 


|Lambs and Sardi’s of @ts day as 


headquarters for producers, press 
agents and, managers. 

That July evening, some of tlie 
more important regulars were en- 
joying the “children’s hour” at the 
Fifth Avenue hotel bar. Several 
had been successfully engaced 


| during the afternoon at the Coney 


Island Jockey Club. Others had 
(Continued on page 50) 
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D.C. Show Biz Beehive As Kate’ Bows 
At Watergate; Other Strawhat News 


s | Sept. 8-12 by the California Cen-'’ 


' “Cal. Story’ at Bowl 


| Hollywood, Aug. 15. — 

“The California Story,” a pa-| 
gZeant-spectacle depicting the his-| 
tory of the Golden State, will be | 
presented in Hollywood Bowl)! 





Washington, August 15. +¢ 


“Kiss Me, Kate,” under the) 
aegis of Saint Subber and Lemuel | 
Ayres, opened last night (14) for 
a two-week run at the Watergate, 
town’s government-owned  out- 
door amphitheatre. National com- 
pany of the Cole Porter musical, | 
fresh from its record-breaking, 33- 
week stint at the Shubert theatre 
in Chicago, is skedded for 14 per- 


formances on consecutive nights, | 


with time out only for rain. 
Musical was originally set to 

come here as a presentation of 

Fortune Gallo, whose success with 


outdoor opera at the Watergate in| 


July prompted him to book the 
theatre-on-the Potomac for a later | 
date. Snarls between Gallo and 
show’s producers resulted in the 
former’s exit a few weeks ago. 

The 6,000-seat amphitheatre, | 
scene of summer symphony con-| 
certs, is scaled from $3.60 to $1.20. | 
Actually, at least 1,000 side seats | 
are impractical for viewing. Top | 
potential is said to be $60,000, but 
with a low rental of $500 nightly, 
including all services by National 
Capital Parks, which controls the 
property, a comfortable profit can 
be made on far less. 

“Kiss Me, Kate” brightens a 
show biz horizon already seething | 
with activity. Besides Olney 
theatre, which is continuing its 
boom biz with the current “One 
Woman Show” of Hildegarde, local , 
drama columns list five non-Equity 
legit productions. 

Topping the non-professional cir- | 
cuits is “Faith of Our Fathers,” | 
the Paul Green historical drama | 
at the new 4,000-seat Sesqui Am- | 
phitheatre. Debuting this week is 
the 250-seat, year-round Arena, | 
theatre-in-the-round at the con-| 
verted Hippedrome, erstwhile art. 
house in the Sidney Lust film | 
chain. New project, the brain child | 
of Edward Magnum, ex-George | 
Washington U professor of speech | 


_and drama, and his frau, both of | 


whom will produce, is financed by | 
$10,000 subscribed by local back-'! 
ers. Tomorrow night’s (16) preem | 
will be revival of Goldsmith’s “She , 
Stoops to Conquer.” 
Another new project, now in its 
(Continued on page 52) 


Detective’ Profit 1076 
More Due From Pix Sale; | 
Morris Takes to Subway 


“Detective Story,” which folded | 
Saturday night (12) at the Broad- 
hurst, N. Y., after a run of 581 
performances, has thus far paid a 
profit of $107,000 on its $75,000 
investment, and will distribute an- 





i Commission with Val Ros- | 
| ° ° ing directing from a script pre- 
Rep. Klein Prepping FDR | pared by Jack Moffitt. | 
Memorial Theatre Bill » Mterotite Willson will conduct 
Washington, Aug. 15. | the Bowl Symphony Orchestra and 

Sep. Arthur D. pred ~ N.Y) Frank Allen will assist him in’ 


will shortly introduce a bill for a| P¢PPIng the score. Production will | 


: 'be supervised by Lloyd  D./! 
$5,000,000 Franklin- D. Roosevelt | Mitchell, with Norman Manning as 


Theatre to be erected at the na-! +i Ai “ 
tion’s capital, he announced last | Production poordinater, 





Lloyds of London May Underwrite 


Show-of-Month, Theatre Parties 


+ 


Harry Delmar Takes Over | 


Davis’ ‘Brooklyn’ Revue 

Librettist Eddie Davis and pro-| 
ducer Harry Delmar will reunite. 
with the latter’s decision to pro-| 
duce “So This-Is Brooklyn,” the 
revue authored by the radio gag 
writer. Davis was previously asso- 





Deal is in the works for Lloyds 
of London to insure the Show-of- 


the-Month Club against. losses of 
up to $10,000 on commitments of 
tickets on incoming Broadway 
shows. The British underwritin 
firm has not actually accented the 
business, nor even quoted a rate, 
but has notified Sylvia Siegler, 
SOMC president, that it is. inter- 


week. Measure will call first for 
$100,000 for pre-construction sur- 
veys, architectural plans, etc. 


| 


| Legislator explained in his for- | 


mal statement last week that he | 


would also ask that Congress pro- 


| 


| 


Preminger Pix Stint May 
Slow ‘Wound’ Production 


ciated with Delmar in “Follow 
The Girls,’ the Gertrude Niesen 
legit hit of several seasons back. 
Book author just got his release 
from Albert Johnson, who had 
“Brooklyn” originally, when the 


| the city. 


vide funds from time to time to 
meet any deficits which the theatre 
might incur. It would be located | 
on Government-owned land within | 


° ° latter decided t ahead with 
With Financing Snarl his moet pao oh my herve ~ of 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. “Huckleberry Finn,” ahead of the 


; Davis show. 
Otto Preminger, who was slated 














| to stage and co-produce the new 
| Ken Englund-Sidney Field play, | 
- a. | “Deep Seductive Wound,” may Logan Precedent 
| have to withdraw from the deal 
Jurisdiction Premegqniee of a film asSignment. He 
| has notified co-producer Jule Styne (0 ‘T 9 (’ ° 
| that he cannot bring in any financ- 
° ‘ing and will not be able to take nl rees OM 
nar S egits « the directorial stint until he 
completes a new screen commit-| As a guarantee against loss for 
a ee : ‘ . ._|ment. As a result, the entire setup the backers of “Wisteria Trees,” 
Jurisdictional disputes involving | for the legiter is now uncertain 
two incoming Broadway produc-| tyne reportedly wants to bring | at the Martin Beck, N. Y., author- 
tions are slated for consideration (in another co-producer, or go | director Joshua Logan is taking no 
today (Wed.) at a meeting of the} ahead with the presentation on his royalties until the production cost 
international board of the Associat-| own, with Leo Robin as silent is earned back and has underwrit- 
ed Actors & Artistes of America.| partner. (He and Robin have col-|ten the operating deficit for any 
The shows involved are the Mi-| laborated on the music and lyrics | losing weeks. As far as known, 
chael Myerberg-Joel Spector pro-| of several films and legit shows.) it’s the first such action in Broad- 


| duction of the musical drama, “‘The Englund is understood to be anx-| way history. 


Barrier,” and the American Legion | ious to retain Preminger as stager, Thus far, the unpaid royalties of 
revue, “Red, White and Blue.” if not as co-producer, and may | 10% as author and 3% as director 
“The Barrier,” with music by insist on delaying production of| are understood to total’ about 
Jan Meyerowitz and book andj the play until he is available. A | $35,000, which Logan has placed 
lyries by Langston Hughes, 
described as an opera, which may | this week. 
lead the 4A’s board to rule it in| Preminger’s terms as director 
the jurisdiction ef the American | call for a down payment of $5,000, | show, including the extended pre- 
Guild of Musical Artists, as it did| plus 39% of the gross*from the! Broadway tryout tour last spring. 
with “The Consul” and the dual-| original company. He would also, In addition, the author-director has 
bill “Medium” and “Telephone.” | get $2,500 down, plus 2!2% of the! reportedly paid approximately 
AGMA not only has higher mini-| gross, of any road companies he | $6,700 to cover operating losses for 
mums than Actors Equity, its legit | might direct, and 2% of the gross | the show on the losing weeks prior 
affiliate, but permits only six per-| for those he did not direct. to its recent layoff, during the gen- 
formances a week for key members | eral boxoffice slump. 


of the cast. Helen Hayes, as star of the play, 


In the. case fo ““Red, White and | ATLANTIC CITY SHOW BIZ has taken a reduction in her regu- 


Blue,” the jurisdiction is being lar terms of 10% of the gross. Her 


count. He has yet to receive a 





Unitery atfiiate, the American Guild | PROTESTS CITY THEATRE severe soe ich tne under 


, p | suggestion and with 
of Variety Artists. Becayse there Atlantic City, Aug. 15. | standing that it would not be 
is reportedly considerable bitter- The Amusement Men’s Assn., | publicized. With the exception of 
ness over this show, the 4A’s board | composed of owners or operators the star, the entire “Wisteria” cast 
may be unable to reach a decision of piers, motion picture houses, has continued to receive full sala- 
at today’s session, or if it does|eic., is definitely opposed to the ries. Miss Hayesis a major backer 
settle the matter, may not have | city using luxury tax funds to erect of the production, having brought 
time to settle the “Barrier” ques- a modern legitimate theatre. They in $30,000, and Logan is also one 





| which reopened Monday night (14) 


is | decision will probably be reached | in a special contingency bank ac- | 


cent for his contribution to the'| 


tion. so advised “fayor Joseph Altman of the small number of investors. 
after a meeting last week. Action) 
was taken following publication of 
‘Oklahoma’ to Shutter plans for re-biulding the old Gar- 
‘den Pier. The plans provide for 
4 such a theatre, but are only tenta- | 
After 3 Yrs. in London <2 yah, 


Principally because of Logan’s | 
action, “Wisteria” stands a likely | 
chance of repaying its $100,000 in- | 
vestment. Besides the $35,000 in 
Logan’s contingency account, there | 


ested in such a deal and has asked 
for details of the proposed. setup. 

Insurance on advance ticket or- 
ders for subscription groups or on 
theatre party bookings wovfld pre- 
sumably hypo these forms of box- 
office sales, since the possibility of 
heavy loss on flop shows is a limit- 
ing factor in SOMC show selec- 
| tions and theatre party agent deals. 
It’s figured that the coverage would 
jalso be a protection for producers, 
las few if any party agents would 
| otherwise be financially able to 
make good for advance orders if 
| patrons failed to buy a substential 
portion of tickets for bought-out 
houses. Similarly, without an in- 
surance cushion, SOMC micht:° be 
bankrupt if one heavilv-booked 
show were to be a quick flop. 

If Lloyds accepts SOMC busi- 
ness, it’s expected that the firm 
may also insure various other such 
outfits. Also, the possibility is 
seen that some form of insurance 
might be obtained by managers for 
Broadway productions, provided 
|the risk were’ minimized by a sub- 
stantial party bookings and. ad- 
vance mail orders. 

With at least two new subscrip- 
tion groups now soliciting mem- 
berships, Miss Siegler last week 
reopened her membershin lists. 
The new groups are the Hit-of-the- 
Month Club, organized by s¢veral 
ticket brokers, with Rose Gold- 
| Stein, a former SOMC employee in 
charge, and the Ticket Club, which 
has a sort of agency setup with a 
$10 “security” fee. 

The SOMC rolls were recently 
closed at nearly 6,000 members, 
but additional spot applicants are 
now being accepted for not only 
the SOMC itself but also for the 
balcony subsidiary and.the Onen- 
ing Night Club. In addition, Miss 
Siegler is about to launch a sub- 
scription outfit to o'tain tickets 
for a number of shows for out-of- 
town visitors over a period of a 
week or so. 


| 
‘Charley’ Likely to Tour 


Even if Bolger Vamps; 
$135,000 Profit So Far 


Even if Ray Bolger doesn’t re- 














other $33,000 from the down pay- 
ment on the film rights. Because London, Aug. 15. 
the star, Ralph Bellamy, has a tele- “Oklahoma” finishes its three 
vision series, the original produc-) years London run at the Stoll’s 
tion will not tour, but Chester theatre, Oct. 21. 
Morris is heading a company slated ; Ener 
to play the subway circuit. It starts an extensive previncial 
The Howard Lindsay - Russel | tour Oct. 23, playing a minimum 
Crouse production of the Sidney | of three weeks in each town. Mu- 


Kingsley melodrama opened in the | 





spring of 1949 at the Hudson, N.Y.,| pire and» Howard & Wyndham’s | 
at a cost of approximately $65,000 houses, and is booked as the Christ- | 


(including bonds). It played to; mas attraction at the Opera House, 
substantial profits until the general , Manchester, for six weeks. 
boxoffice slump on Broadway last On Oct. 24, Stoll’s opens with 
spring, when business steadily season of ballet, starring Alicia 
dwindled. With the sale of the Markova, Anton Dolin and Natalie 
Hudson recently to NBC, the play | Krassovska, who is currently ap- 
was moved to the Broadhurst, N.Y.,| pearing with Dolin, in the prov- 
where the guarantee was $4,000 a| inces, during Markova’s convales- 
w’ ek. In the last five weeks it lost| cence after an appendectomy op- 
about $13,000. ; eration. Season is for eight weeks. 
Although the meller received | 
favorable notices and was a pop-'| . 
ular hit in New York,_ it failed | Frisco Repertory Sets 
elsewhere. A touring edition star- . ° 
ring Morris had a disappointing Strong Fall-Winter Plans 
engagement in Chicago and folded San Francisco, Aug. 15, 
a few weeks later at a loss of about) )jirector-producer Robert  T. 
$50,000. A London production also | pjey today (15) announced exten- 
closed in the red after a feW  cive plans for the San Francisco 
weeks’ run. The film rights were Repertory Theatre’s winter season, 
sold to Paramount for $285,000, jn 1950-51. 
plus a percentage of the profits. (“Light Up the Sky,” Sept. 12, to 





Kingsley received 10° of the pe followed by “Duet for Two. 


gross as author and 2% as direc- Hands.” Dalton Trumbo’s “The 

tor, besides having a share of the | Biggest Thief in Town” will follow 

profits. Bellamy got 10° of the the British import, which in turn 

gross as star. |will be followed by “Anne of a 

| Thousand Days.” 

‘ANNIE’ DALLAS FINALE | puring the Christmas holidays, 
Dallas, Aug. 15. |Repertory will appeal to Frisco 





Final production of the current school children with two weeks of | 


Starlight Operetta season at the |“Rumple Stiltskin,” which will be 
State Fair Casino will be “Annie | presented in daily matinee per- 
Get Your Gun,” which will open formances at special prices. ' 
Monday (21) for a two-week run. New Year will find August Strind- 

Carol Bruce, Earl McVeigh and | berg’s “The Father,” to be followed 
Carlson will be featured> iby “Happy Birthday.” 


Season will open with | 


The 


| Amusement men say that busi- 
ness so far this year is dwindling, 
and they certainly aren’t in favor of 
|} having money they contribute to 


ithe city through luxury and mu-'! 


nicipal taxes being used to erect a 
business which will be incompeti- 
'tion to them. They also point out 


sical goes into most of Moss Em-' that the plans as they stand now | 


will mean a $1,000,000 outlay. 


| The Garden Pier was seized by 
the city when its owners were de- 
jlinquent in their taxes. The big 
| building, housing a dance hall and 
theatre, has been leveled. The city 
‘is preparing to get bids to improve 
‘the property through redecking ana 
(the construction of additional 
, buildings. 
| There has been considerable agi- 
tation here for some time for a 
/small theatre to “be owned by the 
‘city and used by local dramatic 
|groups. It would be available for 
pre-Broadway openings. 
} 





‘Catholic U. Group Sets 


15,000-Mile Legit Tour 
Washington, Aug. 15. 
A company of Players, Inc., in- 
‘eluding 16 actor and technician 
graduates of Catholic U. speech and 
drama department, will make an 
eight-month, 15,000-mile tour of 29 
states and Canada this season, of- 
fering a repertory of “Much Ado 
About Nothing,” “Macbeth” and 
“Arms and the Man.” It will travel 
in two stations wagons and truek. 


Group, which completed a 7,000- 
mile tour of 15 states iast season 
with “Much Ado,” is cooperative 
and non-profit. The “Much Ado” 


is estimated to be about $7,000 in 
operating profits, $25,000 in bonds 
and deposits and electrical equip- 
|ment valued at $40,000 owned by 
| the production. The show actually 
cost about $110,000 ‘ineluding 
bonds and deposits) to bring to 
Broadway. . 


Harris As Ziegfeld, NY, 
 Treas.; Other Shifts Due 


| Lewis Harris, until recently 
treasurer of the Biltmore, N. Y., 
‘becomes treasurer of the Ziegfeld, 
N. Y., effective Sept. 4. He suc- 
ceeds Daniel Melnick, who has held 
‘the Ziegfeld assignment for five 
years. New assistant treasurer 
will be Irving Morrison, formerly 
at the Lyceum, N. Y., replacing 
Jack Wolff. Before deciding on a 
new spot, Melnick will take at 
least a month’s vacation at his 
| Newcastle (N. Y.) farm. 

Numerous other boxoffice shifts 
are understood due Sept. 4, with 
the start of a new contractual peri- 
od in the contract between the 
Treasurers & Ticket Sellers union 
and the League of N. Y. Theatres. 
However, the identies of those in- 
volved won’t be announced until 
, then. 








| Arnold at Fitchbarg 


Worcester, Mass., Aug. 15. 

| Edward Arnold will appear in 
the Guy Palmerton production of 
“Apple of His Eye” at Lake 
Whalom Playhouse, Fitchburg, for 
a week, beginning Monday (21). 

| Palmerton will present “Love 


turn to the show, “Where's ‘Char- 
ley?” will almost certainly go on 
,tour this fall. If the star does re- 
turn, the musical may resume its 
| Broadway run before going on the 
‘road. If not, a replacement, per- 
haps a singer-comic, will be sought 
for the road. In any case, co-pro- 
|ducers Cy Feuer and Ernest H. 
‘Martin plan to reopen the Frank 
Loesser-George Abbott musical 
version of “Charley’s Aunt.” They 
also figure on ultimately cashing 
in on the film rights to the prop- 
i erty. — 

| With Bolger due to take an ex- 
| tended rest starting Sept. 9, the 
musical will shutter at the St. 
| James, N. Y., with the physical 
| production going into storage. No- 
| body from the supporting cast will 
| be placed under contract, as it’s 
figured that if any take other as- 
| signments before the show is ready 
to reopen, suitable replacements 
can be engaged. Bolger will be 
given at ‘least a month’s vacation 
before the question of his return 
will be decided. If he elects to re- 
sume the stint, he will be able to 
do so pretty much at his own time. 


The musical, which opened Oct. 
| 11, 1948, has thus far paid a profit 
of $135,000, and has about $54,000 
|in additional assets. It was 
| financed at $200,000, plus an over- 
| call of $50,000 (which was not ac- 
| tually used, however), and cost just 
|under $180,000 (exclusive of bonds). 
|Until the recent general boxoffice 
| slump, the show had never grossed 
|less than its approximate $28,000 
/Operating nut. During the 95- 
_week run, Bolger has missed only 
| one performance. He gets 10% of 
_the gross, against a guarantee of 


production was directed by Walter on Approval” at his Worcester | $2,500. His wife, associate pro- 
Kerr, while Alan Schneider will Playhouse for a week starting next ducer Gwen Rickard, shares in the 


‘stage “Macbeth,” 


i Tuesday (22). 


show’s profits. 
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Playhouse, Coonamessett, Mass., is 
about the same, while the Cape 
Cod Music Circus at Hyannis, 
Mass., 


its first season, with “absolute ca- 
pacity” every night since its 
second week. ’ 

Biz at the Princeton, N. J., sum- 
mer theatre, director Herbert 
Kenwith reports, is “far ahead this 
year.” It’s been better than 1949 
at the Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass., and at Chapel Play- 
house, Guilford, Conn. “So far we 
are ahead of last year and in the 
black,” says Guilford’s Lewis Har- 
man. 

Richard Skinner, in his third 
season at Olney, Md., reports that 
this is his best summer to date. Of 
the first six shows, he says, three 
and : the 


were complete sellouts, t 
others better than 80% of capacity. 
Biz at the Spa summer theatre, 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y., has been 
30-40°> better this July than last 
year, with August shaping up as 
still better due to the racing sea- 
son. Milton Stiefel reports business 
same as last year at his Ivoryton, 


Conn., Playhouse. 
War Scare Seen 
On the other hand, biz at the 
Ogunquit, Me., Playhouse, is not 


as good as last year, with producer 
Maude Hartwig saying “we believe 
war is the answer.” Sara Stamm, 
at the Casino Playhouse, Newport, 
R. I., admits biz is “much worse” 
than 1949, while Theron Bam- 
berger, of the Bucks County Play- 
house, New Hope, Pa.—one of the 
east’s ace strawhats—advises that 
his biz this season is off about 
10°%. From Lakewood Playhouse, 
Skowhegan, Me., producer Melville 
Burke reports that from June 
through mid-July biz was $3,000 
below last season, though his last 
three weeks were capacity. Burke 
said local biz was bad due to ad- 
verse industrial conditions and 
high taxes. 


The use of stars had the man- 
agers sharply divided. Princeton's 
Kenwith calls stars “a very defi- 
nite need,” adding that without a 
Star system his theatre “would 
perish.”” Olney’s Skinner says he 
misses having a larger resident 
company, “but the public buys star 
names.” John Huntington at Sara- 
toga, is “‘wedded to that star sys- 
tem, »whether I like it or not,” 
although ‘he claims certain star 
salaries have gone so high as to be 
out of sight, so that he’s turned 
down several attractive names for 
that reason. So has Newport’s Sara 
Stamm. 

Stockbridge’s William Miles has 


kept his operating expenses be-| 


low 1949’s, due to the absence of 
high-priced stars. 


definite menace,” he says, 


available to the 


theatres.” 


Star System 


Continued from page 1 


according to Aldrich, is, 
doing “phenomenal” business for 


agers reported no signs of any as 
yet. 

Most producers resent the in- 
crease in package shows, seeing 
them a threat to resident troupes, 
local directors, etc. “Package 
shows are all right for those man- 


| agers who are satisfied to be real 


estate operators,’ says Harmon, 
who sees them also as a threat to 
talent, narrowing the number of 
acting jobs. Burke finds them too 
costly. “For me,” says the Spa’s 
Huntington, “they’re a necessary 
evil.” Kenwith found there were 
too many this season, expressing 
a preference for directing the 
shows at his theatre himself. 

High royalties and the increase 
in rehearsal pay have sent this 
season’s cost of production up, Says 
Ivoryton’s Stiefel. Mrs. Hartwig 
sees these two items as too high 
for the limited income of a sum- 
mer theatre. “Managers paid ri- 
diculously high royalties,” said 
Aldrich, “‘for two plays, ‘Born Yes- 
terday’ and ‘Harvey.’ They failed to 
live up to expectations and never 
did capacity anywhere, therefore 
being way overpriced.” 

Assorted Beefs 

Managers also took occasion, via 
VARIETY’s survey, to get = as- 
sorted beefs or conclusions off 
their chest. “There is a dangerous 
growing practice among producers 
of new tryouts,” writes Mrs. Stamm, 


“of including such expenses as 
their own and various members 


of their families and staffs, as well 
as authors, in attending  per- 
formances at summer theatres 
where they try out, plus such ex- 
penses as typing of scripts, etc., 
for which they would ordinarily 
pay in regular road tryouts.” 
Ogunquit’s Mrs. Hartwig is con- 
fident about the future of straw- 


hats. “If a high standard of en- 
tertainment is maintained,” she 
says, “there is a market.” Sara- 
toga’s Huntington, worried last 


year about business, feels different- 
ly this season. He added a couple 
of musicals to his straight play 
list, he says, “partly to get the 
jump on some tent or arena 
theatre that might want to move 
into my area and crucify me the 
way a couple of other managers 
are getting it.” 

“Summer _ stock is losing its 
casual, easy-going aspect and be- 
coming big business,’’ writes Bam- 
berger. “Year in, year out, it costs 
a little bit more to operate than 
the year before. Rising costs and 
diminishing business—that’s a bad 
combination. If all concerned don’t 


| watch themselves the summer cir- 


cuit will be down in the cellar with 
Broadway. It’s too delicate an in- 


around.” é 


Aldrich, while citing the satis- | 


factory record at his own houses, 
pessimistic on business in 
for barn producers. 


medium-size | ‘Grosses are lower and costs are | 
“Many so-called stars| higher with many of them,” he 





Strawhat Notes 








| Tim Herbert and Don Saxon, 
comedy team, will appear in 
“Roberta” at the North Shore Mu- 


| 
| 


| 


‘sic Theatre, just outside of Chi-. 


| cago, for one week beginning Tues- 

| day (22). Duo remain at the thea- 

i tre the following week to play the 

| comedy leads in “Desert Song.”... 

|Harold Berman, Variety's Balti- 

| more mugg, auisited his son, Borah, 
of the Spa Summer Theatre pub- 
licity staff, in Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., over the weekend Sylvia 
Sidney, starring in “Goodbye, My 
Fancy” at the Berkshire Playhouse 
in Stockbridge, Mass., last week 
had a birthday, and producer Wil- 
liam Miles gave a party for her 
in the theatre’s greenroom. 

“The Web and the Rock,” being 
tried this week at the Spa Summer 
Theatre, Saratoga Springs, N. Y., 
will be presented next week at the 
Playhouse in Marblehead, Mass. 
This is a change in booking. 

Ruth Webb, singing principal 
with “On the Town,” presented at 
the Spa Summer Theatre, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., last week, was 
granted a marriage annulment 
from husband, Richard B. Ober. 
She’s been living in Albany the 
past year. 

Dick Charlton and Ann Lee, op- 
erating the Sombrero theatre in 
Phoenix, Ariz., during the winter, 
have inked Gloria De Haven for a 
revival of “Girl Crazy,” slated for 
production early in the season... 
Cast illness delayed the Circle 
Players revival of “What Every 
Woman Knows” in Hollywood with 
Sydney Chaplin, Ruth Conte and 
Lynne Baggett toplined. 


Hot Air 


Continued from page 48 =! 

















been doing research work at the 
library. But Robert Arthur, press 
agent for Hoyt’s shows, had at- 
tended *a clambake at Jim Ville- 
pigue’s Tappens at 
Bay. He told his cronies about this 
remarkable event. Among his 
listeners were Edward G. Cooke, 
who was the first advance agent 


for ‘Ben-Hur’ and later general 
press representative for John 
Golden; also A. W. Dingwall, gen- 
; eral manager for Jacob Litt, thea- 





Sheepshead | 


, covery. 


tre operator in Milwaukee, St. Paul | 


and Minneapolis. Arthur’s descrip- 
tion awakened a desire among his 


pals for a clambake of their own. | 


“Ecce homo,” 


Whereupon “Sandy” Dingwall gave | 


, Cooke a beau jeu, beau retour, 
walked over to the big chair in 
!the Amen Corner of the bar and 
‘settled down, exclaiming: “That’s 
S. Jetta Wet MP ..«'« s.¢ say, that’s a 


| one.” 
Initial Clambake 


| So before the boys could start to 
| sing “Auld Lang Syne” — which 
| might be the theme song for the 
Hot Air Club—a resolution was 


who have passed their earning| says. “It’s not a very satisfactory |™#4e to find a site for a summer 


capacity,” adds Mrs. Stamm, “de-| situation for summer stock man- 


mand large salaries, and as long 
as larger theatres pay, the rest of 
us seating only around 500 must 
suffer.” 

Skowhegan’s Burke sees the star 
system ‘a deadly menace to per- 
manent organizations who look to 
the future.” “We have been much 
happier this season,” reports 
Guilford’s Lewis Harmon, who 
threw out the star system com- 
pletely this season for a resident 
stock setup. “No star headaches, 
particularly having the star walk 
in either Sunday or Monday for a 
Monday night opening.” 

‘Astronomical’ Salaries 


“Stars this year have been asking 
says New 
Hope’s Bamberger. “A real star 


astronomical salaries,” 


who draws is worth money,” he 


adds, “but if a strawhat can live 
without them it’s better off.” The 


agers. In fact, I prophesy that 90% 


meeting place. The organizational 
| clambake was held the last Satur- 


‘of all summer theatres operating 4ay_in July, 1899, at Price’s Place 


| will end up in 
| break even. 


| “As for my own particular prob- | 4 d egal 
|lems, I have found Equity most | CMtinued at Price's. 


} 


they do anything to 


ffle red or at best | 4t Pleasure Bay on the Shrewsbury 


river. 


For the first five years, the bakes 
These early 


{ 


‘cooperative this summer (even if! safaris were all-day excursions; the 


lthey ar rtain! t fault when, mNembers travelled via boat to 
o: ee ee al smth, Atlantic Highlands, train to the 


operating expenses in these un-. Monmouth Beach station and then 
| certain times). I feel that if Equity Carriages to Pleasure Bay. 


| will continue to confer amicably 
/with summer theatre managers, 


These first affairs, held outdoors 
' with a professional bake-master 


| the summer theatre goose will not | attending the steaming mounds of 


| be done away with in the same, seaweed-covered food, were gas- 


| manner its Broadway sister has tronomic events. 


| been killed.” 


Malden Bridge Biz Fair 
Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 15. 





Director Eunice Osborne and 
actors William Sturgess, Virginia 
Calhoun and Louise Woodruff, of 


Cape’s Aldrich concurs. “The star | the Malden Bridge Playhouse, near 


System has been a great help,” he! per i 
& mw ' | here, a 5 j , 
Says, in establishing summer) 5p, ‘g ities istkeet pe 


theatres and bringing: them to their | 
present importance, but from now | WRGB, Schenectady. 
on I am beginning to feel that 
we might do just about as well 
without stars. This is a problem 
that all summer stock managers 
will discuss in the fall.” 

Most. managers found salaries 
- much too high, especially for stars. 
One producer, Guilford’s Harmon, 
thought television was a factor. 
“Because of tele,” he said, “talent 
is-more independent about taking 
summer theatre jobs, asking sala- 
ries. higher than they are worth.” 
As for television’s effect on their 
boxoffice ti.is summer, most man- 


‘the Playhouse and others of the 


_ that “business is pretty fair with 
us.” Miss Woodruff, a Schenectady 
girl, has worked on WRGB pro- 
grams. Reig comes from Nassau, 
‘near Malden Bridge. 





George Balanchine, artistic di- 
rector of the N. Y. City Ballet Co. 
and stager of “Where's Charley?” 
dances, was signed to do a ballet 
for Sadler's Welis Co., titled “Con- 
certo for Trumpet and Orchestra.” 


over | 


Miss Osborne said that the war) 
| situation had somewhat affected | 


| kind, as well as resort hotels, but. 


But after five 
| years at Price’s, some adventurous 
| members forced a change in the 
site so that the next hot air con- 
tests were held at Benny Singer’s 
hotel, also on the Shrewsbury. 
Next, actor Eugene O’Rourke was 
host to the club at his Bide-a-Wee 
Inn at Long Branch, followed by 
Otis Harlan at his Port-Au-Peck 
resort and Billy Burns’ Silvermine 
'Inn on the Shrewsbury. 


One summer the outing was held 
at Karoylis on the north shore of 
Long Island. But the quality of 
' the air did not seem the same, and 

after this sampling of other brews, 

| the boys returned to the original 
site along the Shrewsbury river. 
During the depression, with 
high cost of hot airing, the clam- 
bake was forced to move indoors. 
Later the club went back to Long 
Island; this time at the Engineers 
Golf Club, Roslyn. For the past 
five years the bakes have been at 
_the Riviera Beach Club, 


said Cookie. | 


| 


Stitution to stand much tossing good name for a club. Let’s start 
“The necessity | 
of playing a star every week is a 
“be- | 
cause there aren't that many bona- | is 
fide stars with real drawing power | general 


| 


© +. 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

Lawrence Langner and John C. Wilson, associated in the operation 
of the Westport (Conn.) Country Playhouse, are using house ads in 
the strawhat's playbill to enlist backing for tryouts there that subse- 
quently. get to Broadway. Understood four or five patrons have ex- 
pressed a desire to put money in such ventures. Box sunk in the cast 
biog section of the theatre program has a teaser head reading, “Ever 
Wanted to Be an Angel?” Rest of the text says, “Here’s your chance! 
Subscribers interested in investing in Broadway productions tried out 
at the Westport Country playhouse will have the first opportunity. 
Please inquire at the boxoffice.” 

Thus far, no Westport tryouts are definitely slated for New York 
presentation, although several are mentioned as possibilities. Last sea- 
son's “Texas, Li’l Darlin’” was tried out at the spot and the previous 
season “Silver Whistle’ opened an extended tryout tour there. 





For the second time in recent weeks, the playbill for the Bucks 
County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., carried a pointed yarn last week by 
producer Theron Bamberger. This time the yarn related how the 
writer, who was readying a Broadway production at the time, agreed 
to see two young job-seeking graduates of the American Academy of 
Dramatic Art. In their innocence, the pair appeared not at his office, 
but at his apartment at 8:45 next morning. Stumbling to the door in 
dressing gown and slippers, Bamberger invited the two in and, as 
there was a part in his show that either one could play, gave the job 
to one of them—at a $25 salary, the Equity minimum at that time. 
The one chosen was Martin Gabel, now an established actor-director- 


producer in legit, films and radio. 
playwright-director Garson Kanin. 


His less fortunate companion was 





Municipal auditorium, New Orleans, is managed by William A. Coker, 


not Irwin Poche, as recently reported. 


legit shows this season. 


Spot is playing a number of 





Legit Bits 


Elisabeth Bergner was slapped 
by the N. Y. State Tax Commission 
last week with a $1,665 judgment 
for unpaid income tax. The actress 
is currently in Australia, but is set 
for a London 2ngagement this 
winter . .. After getting “Mister | 
Roberts” off to an indicated click 
start in London, Joshua Logan 
went to Liverpool to catch the try- 
out of “Accolade,” by and with 
Emlyn Williams. He'll probably 
take an extended rest in France 


and Italy befdére returning to the 
Ly: Ba Irving Kyser, treasurer of 
the Alvin, N. Y., is convalescing at 
the upstate farm of Daniel Mel- 
nick, treasurer of the Ziegfeld, 
N. Y. Given only a thread-thin 
chance of surviving last year, he 
is slowing recovering from almost 
complete paralysis, and is expected 
eventually to make a complete re- 
Doctors still haven’t diag- 
nosed his ailment. Incidentally, 
the theatre is keeping him on full 
salary...Lawrence Tibbett, signed 
to co-star with Muriel Rahn in the 
Michael Myerberg- Joel Spector 
production of the Langston 
Hughes - Jan Meyerowitz musical, 
“The Barrier,” will get 10% of the 
gross, with a guarantee of $1,500, 
for a six-performance week. An 
alternate will be engaged to sing 
the two matinees. 


Joseph Harris is company-man-, 
aging “Tickets, Please” for two) 
weeks as stand-in during the va-| 


| cation of his father, Charles Har-| 


ris... . Marie Powers was to sail | 
yesterday (Tues.) on the Queen) 
Mary to sing her original title role | 
in the film edition of “The Medi- | 
um,” being produced in Italy. Her | 
leading part in “The Consul” is 
being sung by Lydia Summers... . 
Hugh Sinclair has succeeded Rex 
Harrison in the leading role of the, 
the London edition of “Cocktail | 
Party.” ... Dave Rosen broke his 


| toe last week while in the boxof- | 


fice of the Harris, Chicago. .. .! 
Edward Blatt, has been submitted | 


for membership in the managers’ | y 


| 


group of the Assn. of Theatrical | 
Press Agents & Managers, 

the “new blood” clause. ... Harry | 
Shapiro is company manager of | 
“Live Wire” and Bernard Simon is | 
associate to pressagent Max Gendel | 
on the Michael Todd production. | 
.. . Walter Fried is manager and | 
James Proctor p.a. of “Giaconda| 
Smile.” . . . Samuel J. Friedman 
is pressagent for “Pardon My 
French” and Karl Bernstein has | 
the same assignment for “Affairs | 
of State,” John Murray Ander- | 
son’s “Almanac,” “Guys and Dolls” 
and “King Lear.” 


Ticket broker Joseph Newman 





i Authors 


|ailment, couldn’t go 


‘num’s stage debut. 


under | 


where he may ultimately build a 
home. Helen Tamiris will 
stage the dances for “Bless You 
All,” the Harold Rome-Arnold 
Auerbach revue being produced 
by Herman Levin and Oliver 
Smith. . . . The first of the new 
season shows to be backed by the 
League of America in- 
vestment pool will be “Guys and 
Dolls.” 


Sherlee Weingarten, Theatre 
Guild casting director, back from 
a four-week vacation. . Hugh 
Reilly, who just completed a straw- 
hat stint in “The Long Days” at 
Westport, Conn., inked for Uni- 
versal International's “Lights Out.” 

Oscar Hammefstein, II, went to 
St. Louis over the weekend to at- 
tend the Rodgers & Hammerstein 
nightly programs this week and 
next at the local Muny Opera in 
Forest Park. Richard Rodgers, with 
a recurrence of his chronic back 
Vivian 
Blaine will play a lead in “Guys 
and Dolls,” the Frank Loesser-Jo 
Swerling-Abe Burrows musical with 
Robert Alda and Sam Levene... 
A Seidel Night Will be held Sept. 
23 by the Lambs to celebrate the 
60th anniversary of William Far- 
The actor will 
fly from the Coast for the occasion 

. . Mrs. William Fields, wife of 
the pressagent, is ill in New York, 
but is expected to be well enough 
by the weekend to return to their 


| Sheffield (Mass.) home. 


Joseph C. Shea will pressagent, 
Clarence Jacobson will be company 
manager and David Jordan execu- 
tive assistant to producers LeRoy 
Prinz and Owen Crump of the 
American Legion revue, “Red, 
White and Blue”... Harold Jacoby 
has rejoined “Lend An Ear” in 
Chicago as company manager. . . 
Before starting rehearsals of his 
“The Shrike” production, Jose Fer- 
rer will make a series of lectures 
in connection with the film edition 
of “Cyrano de Bergerac,” in which 
he stars . . Ken Parker, play- 
wright-skater recently in “Howdy, 
Mr. Ice of 1950,” will have a dra- 
matic role in the film, “Fire Island, 

. Y.,” He’s currently playing a 
Boston nitery date ... Jo Miel- 
ziner will design the scenery and 
Howard Da Silva will have a lead- 
ing part in the Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein production of John Stein- 
beck’s “Burning Bright,” with Bar- 
bara Bel Geddes . . . Marsha Hunt, 
costarred in the upcoming Festival 
Theatre presentation of the Lynn 
Riggs comedy, “Borned in Texas,” 
will have a leading part in Kermit 
Bloomgarden’s production of the 
James Gow-Arnaud d’Usseau dra- 
ma, “Legend of Sarah,’ which 
Benn W. Levy will stage. 

French film actress Denise Dar- 


cel will appear in the Olsen-John- 
back last Saturday (12) from Euro-| son revue, “Pardon Our French” 
pean vacation. . . . Following the|... Actress Trescott Ripley return- 
current “Medium” and “Tele- | ed over the weekend from a stay 


phone” double-bil!, the next offer-|on the Coast ... Shirley Yamagu-”~ 


ing at the Arena, N.Y., will be | chi, Chinese-Japanese actress-sing- 
Shaw’s “Arms and the Man.” ., , _/er, may have leading role in 
Paut Foley, who staged-managed | “Messer Marco Polo,” the Stanley 
three seasons’ tour of “Harvey” | Gilkey-Donald Oenslager musical 
and directed the Australian pro-| production of the Donn Byrne 
duction, returned last week from | novel, with book by Robert Nathan, 
Down Under. ... Tommy LaBrum, | score by Robert Emmett Dolan and 
Philly. adman and p.a., sneaked |lyrics by Johnny Mercer . . . Elea- 


the | 


Lambs’ Gambol, bringing hotel 
manager Jack Hardy with him to 
arrange a rate at the Lambs Club. 


Screenwriter-novelist James 


Hilton, whose wife Alice is a stage 


manager with the Barter Theatre, | 


has bought a tract of land at the 


, group's home base, Abingdon, Va., 


into town_last week to attend the | nor Wilson is playing the romantic 


/lead in “The Circle” next week at 
Newport, R. I., in support of Flor- 
ence Reed .. . George S. Kaufman 
and his actress-wife, Leueen Mac- 
/Grath, have collaborated on “Story 
of a Woman,” which Max Gordon 
has announced for production this 
winter. 
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Total Legit Grosses — 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaRIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 11th week ofthe season) 


and the corresponding week of 


last season: ; 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season * Season 

Number of shows current. ......0.....4.4 15 13 
Total weeks played ‘so far by all-shows:.-. 197 169 
Total gross for all current shows last week $335,200 $342,900 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows:... $4,446.400 $4,268,600 
Number of new productions so far........ 3 2 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 

Number of current touring shows reported 8 7 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 99 109 
Total road gross reported last week...... $275.800 $168,000 


Season’s total road gross so far:. 


$2.600,800 $2.684,000 








Cool Weather Helps Chi Boxoffice; 
Ear’ $17,500, ‘Roberts’ $17,600 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Unseasonably_cool weather, plus 
the heavy influx of 
out-of-towners for Friday night’s 
(11) All-Star football game, helped 
swell the take of Chi legiters. 
“Roberts” showed the biggest gain. 

“Two Blind Mice’ bows out of 
the Harris Sept. 9, and “The In- 
nocents” moves in Sept. 18. Other 
reports have Mae West in “Dia- 
mond Lil” opening at the Black- 
stone Sept. 11. Shubert may bring 
in “The Lady From Paris” in Oc- 
tober, to keep the house busy until 
the November § arrival of “South 
Pacific.” 

Estimates for Last Week 
“Lend An Ear,” Great Northern 


(20th wk) ($4.94; 1,500). Up slight-: 


to fair $17,500. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (2nd 
wk) ($3.71; °1,334). Continued 
heavy matinee biz plus fine week- 
end brought in good $17,600. 


“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (14th | 


wk) ($3.71; 1.000). Not too well 


fed with $10,000. 


Kate’ $31,200 





Boston, Aug. 15. 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” wound ‘up an 
eight-week stint at the 1,700-seat 
Shubert Saturday (12), grabbing a 
satisfactory $31,200 for the final 
week, 
With Hub 


the exception of 


strawhats, town will have no legits | 


until September. Olsen and John- 


son opus, “Pardon My French,” is | 


skedded to preem at the Opera 
House, Labor Day night (Sept. 4), 
and the Ethel Merman starrer, 
“Call Me Madam,” is pencilled in 
at the Shubert for early Septem- 
ber with no date set as yet. 





Pinocchio’ Poor $22,000 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 15. 

Bottom dropped out of outdoor 
business at the Pitt Stadium last 
week when “Pinocchio,” next to 
the closing show of the season, 
dipped to a new two*year low of 
$22,000. Only 15, people 
showed up for five performances, 
one of them having been rained 
out. The Civic Light Opera Assn. 
does one operetta annually de- 
signed for kid appeal, and hit 
some b.o. peaks over the past with 
such items as “Wizard of Oz’ and 
“Babes in Toyland.” But “Pinoc- 
chio” failed to catch fire anywhere 
along the line and wound up con- 
siderably in the red, dropping 
about $8,000 under the previous 
low for 1950. 

Current and final production is 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” which 
opened last night (Mon.) to a ter- 
rific advance sale and should come 
close to the opening week’s take 
of $67,000 on “Kiss Me, Kate” with 
any kind of a break in weather. 
“Annie” cast is headed by Sandra 
Deel, Milton Watson, William 
O'Neal, - Betty Anne Nyman, Art 
Barnett, Ruth Gillette, Truman 
Gaige, Howard Malone, Burton 
Mumaw and Bettina Rosay. 


Show in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue,, 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Call Me Madame” ‘(M)—-Leland 
Hayward; George Abbott, director. 
Hollywood 
“Affairs of State” (C)—Richard 
W. Krakeur and Fred F. Finkle- 

hoff; Louis Verneuil, director. 





weekending ' 





+ 


Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 13-26) 
“Death of a Salesmen” — Bilt- 
more, L. A. (14-26). 
“Kiss Me, Kate” — Watergate 


Stadium, Washington, (14-26). 
“Lend An Ear’ — Great North- 
ern, Chi. (14-26). 


“Lost in the Stars” 
S. F. (14-26). 

“Mister Roberts’ — Erlanger, 
Chi. (14-26). 


“South Pacific’—War Memorial, | 


S. F. (14-26). 
“Summer and Smoke” — Geary, 
S: F. (14-26). 


“Two Blind Mice’’—Harris, Chl. 
(14-26). 





Lawrence Sets Westport 
Record With $11,871 ‘Joy’ 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 15. 
Gertrude Lawrence set a new) 
house record for the Westport | 
Country Playhouse last week, | 
| grossing $11,871 for eight perform- | 
|ances in Arthur Macrae’s British | 
comedy, “Traveller's Joy,” with) 
Dennis King costarred. The actress | 


‘also broke the house record the, ‘2d wk) 


In Hub Finale 


previous week in the same play at 
the Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 
The previous mark here was $11,- 
820, set last season by Helen Hayes 
in “Good Housekeeping.” 

' Current bill at the Playhouse 
here is Lillian Gish in the R. C. 
| Sherriff play, “Miss Mabel.” Next 
‘week brings Eve Arden in “Over 
21,” a replacement for the can- 
‘celled tryout of “In the Summer 
House,” Janes Bowles play 
which Ruth Gordon was to have 
' starred under the direction of 
| Garson Kanin. 





| Arden’s $12,750 Breaks 


Boston Barn’s Record 


Boston, Aug. 15. 

Eve Arden’s appearance at Bos- 
ton Summer Theatre in Ruth Gor- 
_don’s “Over 21” last week broke an 
ll-year house record, when the 
| play grossed a smash $12,750 at 
‘this intown strawhatter. 

Originally skedded to close out 
its summer tour here last week, 
play has beer so successful that 
Miss Arden has added an extra two 
weeks to her itinerary. She’s cur- 
‘rently appearing at the North 
_Shore Playhouse, Beverly, filling 
| the spot vacated by Gertrude Law- 
rence, who was forced to cancel 
her “Traveler's Joy” due to a back 
injury. 


‘WIDOW’ $14,900, CAPE 


Hyannis, Mass., Ane. 15. 

Top gross of the season here so 
far was pulled last week by “Merry 
Widow” at Richard Aldrich’s Cape 
_Cod Music Circus here. The tent- 
| show-in-the-round ployee to virtu- 
al capacity at all performances, 
‘for receipts of nearly $14,900 for 
‘the six performances. With fewer 
press ducats for the opening of 
|“Desert Song” last night (Mon.), 
‘this week's take is expected to top 
| $15,000, which is about the limit 
for the spot. 

The Cape Playhouse, at nearby 
Dennis, had a near-capacity gross 
of $10,400 last week with Brian 
| Aherne in “Dear Brutus.” The cur- 
‘rent bill, opening last night, is 
\“Light Up the Sky,” in which di- 
rector Arthur Sircom has inserted 





— Curran, | 


in! Summer theatre (15-19). 


‘Whoopee’ Neat $42,000 In 





| Strike of bus and streetcar opera- | 
_tors ending “early Monday (14) and 


rain on three . consecutive a gaa 6 


Happy’ $17,700, Rainer-Lady’ $6,900 


| “Whoopee” wound up its oné-week 
stand in the Municipal Theatre 
| Assn.’s al fresco setup in Forest | 
| Park Sunday (13) with a neat b.o. | 
/record. About 60,000 people paid 
‘In an estimaged $42,000. Johnny 
| Morgan, a new face in the open-air 
| theatre, Evelyn Wyckoff, Virginia 
Gibson,. Edwin © Steffe, - Leonard 
Elliott.’ David . Atkinson, Evans 
Thornton and Lynn Joelson scored 
in lead roles. Gene Melnitchenko 
and Wilson: Morelli clicked in their 
interpretative dance routines. 

A skedded appearance of. Rich- 
ard Rodgers along with Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d, for the opening 
performance last night (Mon.) for 
the presentation of some of the hit 
tunes from their collaborations was 
cancelled because of Rodgers’ ill- 
ness. Hammerstein made a short 
spiel from the apron. With the 
orch augmented to 70, the Rodgers 
& Hammerstein musical festival 
teed off a seven-night run before 
an opening-night crowd of 9,200 
and a gross of approximately $4,000. 


‘Salesman’ Up to $22,500, 
‘Rose Marie’ Fine 526, 
‘Rio Rita’ $48,000, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Biz perked last week, ~boxoffice 
gains being reported by each of 
the three houses alight. 

Sole finalist was “Rio Rita,” 
third of the Greek theatre attrac- 
tions, which wound its two-week 
stand with a pleasing total of $85,- 
000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Death of a Salesman,” Biltmore 





| (2d wk) (1,636; $3.60). Nosed up to 
$29,500. 

“Rio Rita,” Greek theatre (2d 
wk) ¢4,400; $3.60). Up to okay 


$45,000 for an $85,000 tetal in two 
frames at the open-air house. 

“Rose Marie,” Philharmonic Aud 
(2,670; $4.80). Up to a| 
very good $52,000, exceeding ex- 
pectations. 





Strawhat Tryouts | 


THIS WEEK 

from Hell” — 
Mountain playhouse, Middlebury, | 
Vt. (14-20). | 


“Big Deal’ — Wellesley (Mass.) 


“Angel 


“Borned in Texas”—Casino thea- | 
tre, Newport, R. I. (14-19) (Re- 
viewed in Variety this week). 

“Clear Glass Door” — Parkway 
theatre, Burnsville, N. C. (18-19). | 

“Country Girl” — Lakes Region | 
playhouse, Gilford, N. H. (14-19). 

“Dollar Down”—Malden Bridge 
(N.Y.) Summer theatre (16-20). 

“Golden Cuckoo”—Provincetown | 
(Mass.) playhouse (14-19). 

“It’s a Living”’—Greenbush the- 
atre, Blauvelt, N. Y. (15-20). 

“Little Blue Light”—Cambridge | 
(Mass.) playhouse (15-20). 

“Miss Mabel”—Westport (Conn.) | 
| Country playhouse (14-19) (Review- | 
led in Variety, July 12, 50). 





| “Once an Actor”? — Ogunquit | 
| (Me.) playhouse (14-19) (Reviewed | 
| in Variety, Aug. 2, ’50). 

“One’s a Crowd” — Stamford 
(Conn.) Summer theatre (14-19). 

“See: How They Run” — West- 
| chester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
| (14-19): Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matu- 
nuck, R. I. (14-19) (Reviewed in 
Variety, July 19, *50). 

“Web and the Reck”—Spa Sum- 
mer theatre, Saratoga Springs, . 
N.Y. (14-19) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
this week). 

NEXT WEEK 


“Angels Unaware” — Pompton 
Lakes ‘N.J.) Summer theatre (21-! 
26) 


“Autumn Age’’—Boothbay ‘Me.) 
playhouse (22-27). 

“Barefoot at Canossa”—Sea Cliff 
(L.I.) Summer theatre (21-26). 
| “Don’t Be Upset’ —Ivy Tower 
| playhouse, Spring Lake, N. J.) 

22-27). 

“Homeward Look”—Show Shop, 
| Canton, Conn. (22-2). 
| “Lightning in December”’—Ford 
| theatre, Verbank, N.Y. (23-29). 
| “Of Sugar and Spice” — Old 





‘several musical numbers by Fay | Town theatre, Smithtown Branch, 


McKenzie. 

Aldrich’s third Cape strawhatter, 
‘the Falmouth Playhouse at Coona- 
| messett, got a satisfactory $8.000 


last week with Stuart Erwin in) 


'“Harvey.” Current is ZaSu Pitts 
in “Post Road.” All three opera- 
tions are scheduled to close Sept. 
2, although the Hyannis spot may 
play an additional Sunday night 
performance, Sept. 3, provided lo- 
cal church representatives don’t 
‘object. . 


LL. (21-26). 
| Jan. 11, ’50.) 
“Once an Actor” — Grist Mill 
playhouse, Andover, N. J. (21-26) 
(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 2, 50). 
“Touch Not My Pocket’—School 
of the Theatre, Gloucester, Mass. 
(25-26). 
“Web and the Rock”—Marbie- 


(Reviewed in VARIETY, 





St. Loo Despite Hobbles. 


St. Louis, Augt 15. 


‘Plagued by a ‘four-day wildcat | 





| Premiering 


' 000). 


financed at 


Bway s Seasonal Upsurge Starts; 
‘Peep Show’ $38,600, ‘Kate’ $35,500, 


The expected -bexoffice upturn 
arrived on Broadway last week 
and virtually all shows shared tht® 
improved .pace. -.Attendance was 
better all week, with plenty of ac- 
tivity indicated for this week and 
an increase of advance buying for 
the balance of the summer and 
early fall. Business is expected 
to increase even more this week 
and the improvement is likely to 
continue through the fall period. 

“Detective Story” folded Satur- 
day night (12) and the Festival 
Theatre's ‘“‘Lady from the Sea” is 
due to shutter Saturday (19), to 
be succeeded Monday (21) by 
“Borned in Texas,” also for a two- 
week engagement. “Where’s Char- 
ley?” winds up Sept. 9, when Ray 
Bolger leaves for a rest. “Mister 
Roberts” and “Wisteria Trees” re- 
opened Monday night (14) after 
four-week layoffs and “Texas, Li’l 
Darlin’” resumes next Monday 
night after a_ five-week hiatus. 
tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) is “Live Wire.” 

The total gross for all 15 shows 


'last week was $335.200. or 71.4957 


of capacity. The previous week's 
total gross for .15 entries ® was 
$307,100, or 65.16° of capacity. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R 
M (Musical), O *Operetta). 
Other parenthetic figures refer, 


{Revue Sl 


respectively, to top price, number | 


of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20° amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 


tax. 
“Cocktail Party,’ Miller (30th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 940: $21,600). Pre- 


vious week, $10,700; 

nearly $11,400. 
“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 

(79th wk) (D-$4.80; 914: $23,800). 


last week, 


$12,200. 

“Detective Story,” Broadhurst 
(73d wk) (D-$4.80; 1,160; $29,212). 
Previous week, $9,500; last weck, 


| $13,800; closed Saturday night (12) 
_ after 581 performances. 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 


Ziegfeld (36th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
| $48,244). 
Green last week, almost $45,200. 


Previous week, $41,700; 


“Happy Time,’ Plymouth (29th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Pre- 
vious week, $15,200; last week, 


‘nearly $17,700. 


“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (84th 


'wk) (M-$6; 1,361; $38,000), Previ- 


ous week, $31,700; last week, $35,- 
500 


“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 
pire (32d wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; $24. 


week, nearly $13,900. 

“Peep Show,” Winter Garden 
(7th wk) ‘R-$7.20; 1,519; $53,000). 
Previous week, $37,000; last week, 
over $38,600. 


| runs. 


run; had been generally toppin 
$25,000 gross recently. . Asia 

“Wisteria Trees,” Beck (D-$4.80; 
1,214; $33.000). Anton Ghekhov- 
Joshua Logan play, presented by 
Logan and Leland Hayward, with 
Helen Hayes starred: having had a 
four-week vacation, relighted Mon- 
day night (14) for the 17th week on 
Broadway; had been grossing 
around $20.000 before the general 
boxoffice slump. 

Future Dates 

_ “The Barrier,” Sept. 16, Mans- 
field; “Daphne Laureola.” Sept. 18, 
Music Box; “Southern Exposure,” 
sept. 26, Music Box; “Black Chif- 
fon, 7 Sept. 27, 48th Street: “Sea- 
son in the Sun,” Sept. 28, Cort; 
“Affairs of State.” Oct. 2, Royale; 
“Giaconda Smile,” Oct. 3, Lyceum; 
“Call Me Madam,” Oct. 9, Imperial; 
“Curious Savage,” Oct. 10,: Booth; 
“Legend of Sarah,” Oct. 11, possi- 
bly Fulton; “Lady’s Not for Burn- 
ing,” Nov. 8, Royale; “Guys and 
Dolls,” Nov. 9, 46th Street; “Ring 
"Round the Moon,” Nov. 23, Martin 
Beck; “Out of This World,” Nov. 
30, Century. 


Pacific’ $82,000 
In 2d Frisco Wk. 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

“South Pacific’? continues to 
stack up unprecedented biz, top- 
ping $82,000 for its second stanza 
at the 3,252-seat Opera House. 
With all ads carrying note that 
standing room only is available, 
Wednesday and Saturday matinees 
of last week grossed over $20,000 
between the two. When show 
moves on after its sixth stanza, 





‘it will h * 
Previous week, $10,600; last week, | ave grossed over $1.000, 


000 on combined L. A. and Frisco 
House is scaled from $2.40 
to $4.80. : 

“Lost in the Stars,” with Todd 
Duncan, opened at the 1,550-seat 
Curran (7) to fine crix reviews and 
audience reaction. Final offering 
of Civic Light Opera season 
chalked up about $36,000 for its 
initial week. House is sealed to 
$4.80 and capacity is $40,000. 

The 1,775-seat say which was 
to remain dark until Sept. 4, when 
Maurice Evans moves in with 
“Devil’s Disciple,” reopened with 
a sudden three-week oking of 


.the first local offering of the 


Previous week, $12,900; last | 


“Peter Pan.” Imperial (16th wk) | 


(M-$4.80; 1,400; $34,500). Previous 
week, $24.900; last week, $25,900, 
despite about $600 in refunds for 
the three performances at which 


‘Jean Arthur was out of the cast: 


moves Sept. 19 to the St. James. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (70th 
wk) (M-$6; 1.659; $50,186). All the 
house will hold again: $50,700. 

“The Consul,” Barrymore (22d 
wk) (M-$4.80-$6: 1.066; $28,000). 
Previous week, $12,000; last week, 
$12,900. 

“Tickets, Please,” Coronet (16th 
wk) (R-$4.80; 998; $26,000). Pre- 
vious week. $13,400; last week, 
topped $14,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(95th wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $338.700). 
Previous week. $26,500; last week, 
bettered $30,200. 

Stock 

“Lady From the Sea,” Fulton (1st 
wk) (D-$3; 976; $15,092). Initial 
week, over $6,900, after previous 
week’s $4,000 for the “Parisienne” 
finale; “Borned in Texas” is due 
Monday (21) as the Festival The- 
atre’s third offering. 

“Medium” and “Telephone,” 
Arena (4th wk) (M-$3: 500; $10,- 
600). Previous week, $6,200; last 
week, about ) oe 


pening 
“Live Wire,” Playhouse (C-$4.80; 
819; $18,740). Play by Garson Ka- 
nin, presented by Michael Todd; 
50,000, cost about 
$60,000 ‘inclu =| $6,000 in bonds 
and deposits) and can break even 
at approximately $12,000; opens to- 
morrow night (Thurs.). 
Reopening 
“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (CD- 
—— 1,360; $34,276). The Thomas 
eggen-Joshua Logan smash, pre- 


| head ‘Mass.) playhouse (21-26) (Re-| sented by Leland Hayward with 


‘viewed in Variety this week). 
| “You Have to Be Crazy”—Chapel | 


Henry Fonda starred, having laid 
off four weeks, resumed Monday 


| playhouse, Guilford, Conn. (21-26). ! night (14) for the 126th week of the 








Actor’s Co. with Dorothy McGuire, 
John Ireland and Una Merkel in 
“Summer and Smoke.” House is 
scaled to $3.60. 


Ives Sets House Record In 
N.H. With $5,600 ‘Holiday’ 


Gilford, N. HL, Aug. L5. 

Burl Ives, starring in the Max- 
well Anderson-Kurt Weill musical, 
“Knickerbocker Holiday,” set a 
new house record of $5,600 last 
week at the Lakes Region Play- 
house here. Previous mark was 
$3.300. Tryout of “Country Girl,” 
by Clifford Odets, is current here, 

Last week was the second suce 
cessive one that Ives had broken a 
strawhat gross mark. as he chalked 
up a take of $6,700 in the same 
show the previous stanza at the 
Westchester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y. Singer has an open week 
currently, but plays the Olney 
(Md.) theatre next week, is tenta- 
tively set for the week of Aug. 28 
at the Norwich (Conn.) Summer 
Theatre and is booked the week of 
Sept. 11 at the Bucks County Play- 
house, New Hope, Pa. 

Following a concert tour with 
his program of folk ballads, Ives 
will play the Christmas-New Year 
week at the new Century theatre, 
Hollywood, in “Knickerbocker 
Holiday.” 


Rathbone 10G, Olney 


Olney, Md., Aug. 15. 

Basil Rathbone in “The Winslow 
Boy” added another sock take to 
Olney theatre’s record last week, 
Drama racked up a hefty $10,000 
in the 750-seat house, with some, 
though not all, of the side tempo- 
raries taken up for each performe 
ance. Take was somewhat below 
the Rathbone draw of last season, 

Hildegarde’s “One Woman 
Show” opens tonight. Burl Ives 
in “Knickerbocker Holiday” is due 
next week, with Judith Evelyn in 
“Angel Street” following Aug. 29. 
Latter is a substitution for Laraine 
Day, who bowed out of the com- 
mitment, 
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__ Strawhat 


The Web and the Rock | 


Saratoga, Aug. 14. | 

John Huntington production of drama 
in three acts (eight scenes) by Lester 
Cohen, based on novel by Thomius Wolfe. | 
Siars Kay Francis; features Joel Ashley. | 
Directed by Richard Barr. Settings by | 
Donald Shirley. At Spa theatre, Saratoga, | 
i. Y., Aug. 14, °50 
Joel Ashley | 
cc eeess Kay Francis | 
eaaree Robert Gallagher | 
or. Kenneth Rosen 


George “Monk” Webber..... 
Mrs. Esther Jack 
Jim Plemmons 

Jewish Gentleman 
Sylvia Messersehmidt...... : 
WOGRG ACTORS: 2.060 605. o Dana Kraus | 
Roderich Winchell | 


Jimmy Wright....... 
Rosalind Bailey.........Katherine Jones | 
Henry Mills Fontaine...John Huntington 
| ERS Ag BR? Sed Oy Frank Myers 


Fae Mae Kelso Betty Shannon 


Mrs. Van Elstrom....... Ruth Saville | 
Her Bodyguard......... George Snowden 
eS MEE Ss x5 peweels hed Gwyneth Dunn 
Foxhall Edwards........ Clyde Waddell 
Wemne Writer _< ..cescbs David Roykouft 





Lester Cohen deserves kudos for 
his courage in transferring the tur- 
bulent, tumultuous career of Thomas 
Wolte from the printed medium to 
the oral one. Unfortunately, the 
transierral of the controversial tal- 
ent of Wolfe results in an uneven 
script that will require plenty of 
spade work before it might be 
ready for New York aisle-sitters. 
Too much time has elapsed since, 
Wolfe’s passing to find a special 
gudience that might be interested 
in the fidelity and reality of the 
characters to their prototypes, and 
any novel-adapted play must al- 
Ways run the gauntlet of an audi- 
ence’s preconceived ideas of the 
characters taken from the tome. 

The playwright has used only a 
small slice of Wolfe’s voluminous 
autobiographical work as the nar- 
rative for his play—the struggle to 
obtain publication and recognition 
and the great love of Esther Jack 
and her bitter, humiliating strug- 
gle to gain that geal for him. The 
play’s strength is in the audience 
interest in those scenes that lose 
none of the power and poetry of 
Wolfe’s writing. These scenes’ have 
been capably translated by the 
playwright, but unfortunately there 
are some episodes that bog down 
terrifically and detract from this 
strength. 

In using the episodic format the 
dramatist doesn’t permit himself 
the opportunity to limn out full- 
rounded characters in auxiliary 
roles, which results in a lack of” 
cohesion detrimental to sustained 
interest. A prolog listed as scene | 
one could be deleted without loss | 
or combined with the epilog (the 
last scene) in which the playwright 
conveys the possible answer to 


for life and constant striving to 
understand it and his own complex 
nature. 


Joel Ashley as Webber (Wolfe) ; 


gives the top portrayal of his 
career. Type-cast for several sea- 
sons as the pleasant leading man 
to the distaff stars, he takes full 
advantage of his opportunities in 
playing the egotistical, petulant, 
selfish, childish and bewildered 
novelist. His best scene is toward 
the play’s close, relating his inner 
struggles to reach the unfathom- 
able in life. 


Kay Francis in the part of Esther | 
under- | 


Jack, costume designer, 
‘ays her role. with the result that 
in several scenes of tumultuous 
overtones she appears to be over- 
acting. Further playing will un- 


| across 


Reviews 


doubtedly correct this, as the role 
is one of great possibilities. Robert 
Gallagher, as the realistic and cyn- 


Virginia Colt | 


ical friend, renders a_ natural, | rected by Lenore Shanewise. Set by Scott 
pleasant comedy relief. Richard | eee. At Bay ney Pasadena, Cal., 
" aa “bs * . ug. 14, °50; . op. 

Barr, sure on past directorial stints, | Rey’ Frazer Spence........ Den Holladay 

misses in many spots on this one.! Dr. Romer ............... Robert Rence 

Re-writing and re-casting would do Rev. William H. Spence. El page mee 

: : : I ~ Sree ee ine Green 

no harm to this basically interest- | en eccevecteces Ralph Cookson 

ing script. Russ. MES ict Pcs oo Penny Rader 

Mrs. Cambridge.......... Katherine Sims 

Mrs. Jellison.....cccccorevese: Tt gee pe 

, Mrs. Digby.... ws cccovecs @eree aylor | 

Borned im Texas Major Corner ce eeecesuesee sey oe 

Newport, R. I., Aug. 14. Mrs. Sandow.........+..- sail Bonney 

Sara Stamm preseniation of Festival | Louise........+.ess+- G Pate teen 

Theatre production (‘Sam Wanamaker and —: ce eesecccocseess mene Don Clark 

Terese Hayden, in association with Har- preg LARS LEON ISAS DS COTES Judie Rogers 

riett Ames) of comedy in three acts (four setty ak niece hchambeiacee: Genevieve. Jobnsan 
scenes) by Lynn Riggs. Stars Marsha | Beulah _ ........+-+++- senevieve rn 

} Mr. Yerkes ...........Helmuth Hormann 


Hunt, Anthony Quinn. Directed by Wana- 


maker. Settings by Carden Bailey, from 
designs by May Callas; costumes, Paul 
du Pont. At Casino, Newport, R. Ll. Aug. 
14, ’50. 

Pap Rader ; Frank Tweddell 
i MEER, cease cect Clifford Carpenter 
Saar rere Marsha Hunt | 
i Me. .sscdecee ..Martin Newman 
ER EMD. cccccscceceges 

DS... 0d ste wade cos on Anthony Quinn 
a, eee Joseph Boland 
a RE ae eee Dudley Sadler 
PE vein cencngenceuw es Daniel 

Bere. POster.. . s+ Jane Hoffman 





Reed | small-town 


Play Out of Town 


One Foot In Heaven 


Pasadena, Aug. 15. 
Pasadena Playhouse production of com- 
edy in nine scenes by Irving Phillips, 
, based on novel by Hartzell Spence. Di- 


Bride’s Father Graydon Spalding 





As its 850th main-stage produc- 
tion, the venerable Pasadena Play- 
house is offering this new Irving 
Phillips dramatization of Hartzell 


Wright King | Spence’s bestseller of a decade or 


so back. It’s a warmly human piece 
of the trials and tribulations of a 
parson’s family, gen- 
erously larded with laughs. 

As a Broadway offering, of 


With all due respect for human | course, it has little to offer since 


frailty, “Borned In Texas” should 
have been allowed to lapse in 
Texas. 


most of the cream was skimmed 
off by the film version. It should, 
with a little tightening, serve ef- 


There is nothing in the | fectively as a strawhat offering 


piece which merited bringing it as | however, the one-set compensating 


far as Newport. 
Inconsequential in dramatic con- 


|tent and portent, the piece has as 


it’s central characters, a Samsonish 
Te#4n (Anthony Quinn) and a high- 
spirited, wanderlusty divorcee 
(Marsha Hunt). The plot is laid in 
Oklahoma Territory early in the 
present century, and gives the pro- 
ducers a chance to ring in some 
Tobacco-Roadish 
father who likes to travel the coun- 
try covered-wagon style, a weak- 
kneed farmer the gal in the case 
had married and divorced, and a 


pair of not-too-strong-in-the-haid | jnyoly 


twin boys. 


The rootin-tootin Texan goes for | 


the gal in a big way when he runs 
her pappy’s camp after 
shooting up the town and breaking 
jail. After a hefty 


melodramatics, he becomes putty 


characters — aj} 


somewhat for the 20-person cast. 
Tale is told by young Rev. Frazer 
Spence as part of a talk on the an- 
niversary of the opening of the new 
church which his father struggled 
and plotted to build. Actual play 
covers a Space of about 17 months, 
beginning when the elder Rev. 
| Spence arrives in Laketon, Ia., to 
|take over the church, inheriting a 
broken-down parsonage and church 
'cliques from his bachelor predeces- 
isor, who decided it was easier to 
|\become a_ foreign missionary. 
| Tightening is needed, especially in 
the final two scenes, but the work 
ed is by no means great. 
Current production boasts a 
| splendid set by Scott McLean and 
; more or less adequate perform- 
j}ances by the cast under Lenore 
| Shanewise’s direction. Many of the 


exchange of|thesps are studénts and not yet 


| sufficiently authoritative to handle 


in her hands, ahd before you can | the characterizations involved. 


say Texas, he is giving himself up | 
and going back to a non-existing | 


jail. 


The second act is much livelier 
than the first, and features a far- 


cical courtroom scene in which the | 

<i: e h anhing | Judge (Daniel Reed) has some of 
George Webber's (Wolfe) reaching Newport's staid first-nighters guf- | 
Tex finally realizes that | 
| the gal doesn’t want him weak and 


fawing. 


welcomes him as a change from 
her former “empty britches” hus- 
band, and finally takes over. 


If nothing else, the piece is bois- | 
| terous. 
| played. Quinn at times lapses into 
|a Brooklynese Texan. 


Most of the roles are over- 


Miss Hunt 
does fairly well in keeping in char- 
, acter, and Carden Bailey’s opening 
_and closing act set, from a design 
by May Callas, is particularly ef- 
| fective. Malo. 


Jose Echaniz has been reap- 
pointed conductor of the Grand 
Rapids Symphony 


Kap. 














| Initia Contract 


Continued from page 3 jae 


and Slack, who negotiated the deal 
in principle, will return east. In 
any event, it is expeeted they'll be 
back in New York for the final 
inking, time of which will be de- 
termined by the extent of changes 
required in the draft—if no major 
snag suddently develops. 

Holding up the deal, which in- 
volves something over $7,000,000 
for transfer of Hughes’ 24% stock 
interest in about 100 houses, has 
been warranties required on both 
sides by the fact that actual switch 
in control won’t take place until 
next Jan. 1. These were worked 
| out by Slack and Brandt’s attorney, 





Orchestra for | Milton Weisman, and put in con- 














third week, is the 400-seat Canvas 
theatre in nearby Silver Springs. 
|Financed at a reported $5,000 by 
a local realtor, tent theatre is pre- 
| senting “How On Earth,” an origi- 
/nal musical by Hal Gould, a local 
| boy fresh from a brief career on 
| the 20th lot. 

Brace of strawhats which have 
weathered recent seasons are the 


|Cross Roads, in nearby Maryland, | 


| which is currently offering the 
| Rhinehart chiller, “The Bat,” and 
the McLean, in McLean, Va., 
where “Private Lives” is running. 
Latter are both amateur stock. 
B.o. score, except for Olney, is 
vet to be tabulated. Question as 
to whether this town can support 
so much legit activity will be de- 
cided within the next fortnight. 


‘Harvey’ Boff at Bucks 


New Hope, Pa., Aug. 15. 


Topdrawer stock production of , 


“Harvey,” starring resident char- 
acter man Henry James, proved to 
be one of most profitable weeks of 
Bucks County Playhouse to date. 
With Enid Markey co-starred, the 
Mary Chase comedy was the third 
best grosser of the season and only 
$20 under take of ZaSu Pitts in 
“Post Road.” Faye Emerson in 
“Parisienne” is season high to date. 

“Harvey” drew standees to seven 
out of eight performances with 
opening only one not requiring the 
SRO shingle. Paul Foley staged, 
with the company including Elaine 
Ellis, Gene Blakeley, Harry Me- 
hatfey, Ruth and Carl White, Char- 
les Mendick, Isabella Hoopes, Mary 
James and Alva Lou Harrington. 

Margie Hart and Sam Levene 
opened last night (14) in “Light 
Up The Sky” to a boff advance. 
Trade. for remainder of season 
pugs mid-September looks bull- 
ish. 


‘Fancy’ $5,355, Stockbridge 
Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 15. 
“Goodbye, My Fancy,” starring 
Sylvia Sidney, pooled a turnaway 
$5,355 at the 436-seat Berkshire 
Playhouse, Stockbridge, last week. 
| Top was $2.94. 
‘Sari’ at Lambertville 
Lambertville, N. J., Aug. 15. 
Emmerich Kalman’s “Sari” 
proved an unknown item last week 
|to Music Circus patrons, and de- 
spite a good press ended in a $2.- 


| 500 drop over the previous week’s | 
| “No, No Nanette” at St. John Ter- | 


|rell’s tent. 

| Starring Virginia Haskins, Robert 
Smith andFlorenze Ames, “Sari” 
mystified the hit-tune conscious 
| Music Circus public unfamiliar with 
‘the 1914 oldie. Featured were 
George Lipton, Eileen Schauler, 


Howard Ross and Rowan Tudor of | 


the permanent troupe. Robert C. 
Jarvis staged, with Charles Evans 
designing decor for circular stage 
presentation of the operetta. 

| “Brigadoon,” opening tonight 
/(15) with Dorothy MaeNeil, James 


| Jamieson and Wilton Clary starred, | 


has the heftiest advance to date. 


the 1950-51 season, his third year tract form by Weisman at the end Only a few singles are left for the 


with the organization. 


of last week. e 
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47th St., New York 19 


Under personal supervision of 
CHESTER RAKEMAN 
Julius Fietz, Gen’l Bus. Mer. 


JOSEPH DE LUCA, Art Directér 
LUCILLE ASHWORTH, Studio Mgr. 


ANTHONY NASCA DANIEL J. VAIL . 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Vail «Scenic Construction Co. and the Robert 
W. Bergman Studios have been consolidated into 
a single firm to be known as 


CHESTER RAKEMAN SCEMC STUPIOS 


Clirele 6-7757 


Here, in our own building—the largest studio of its 
kind in New York City—we are equipped to handle 
with greater efficiency and at the lowest possible cost 
all phases of scenic construction and painting for the 
theatre and television. 























/entire week, 





*‘M’Lord’ 4G in Andover 
; Andover, N. J., Aug. 15. 
Nigel Bruce in “Yes M’'Lord” 
drew around $4,000 in seven per- 
formances at the Grist Mill Play- 
house here last week. Strawhatter 
suffered competition from the Sus- 
sex County Fair and Horse Show 
which ran for five days and nights 
last week. 
“Harvey,” starring 


B Sf 
Meredith, is current, oo 


with the try- 


out production of Rosemary Ca-| 


sey’s “Once An Actor” skedded to 
follow. 





Meredith $9,400, Chevy Chase 
Chicago, Aug. 15. 
Burgess Meredith in “Harvey” 
took in a great $9,400 last week ‘at 
the Chevy Chase strawhatter in su- 
Oe hears, Til. 
espite the big b.o., producer 
Marshall Migatz felt Meredith 
would have done better in an- 
other play, as “Harvey” has al- 
ready played a total of 45 weeks in 
Chi Loop legiters. 





‘Town’ $6,100, Saratoga 
Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 15. 
“On the Town,” Starring Nancy 
Walker, did an estimated $6.100 
at a $3 top at the 570-seat Spa the- 


atre at Saratoga Springs last week. | 


“Knickerbocker Holiday,” with 


D.. C. Show Biz 


Continued from page 49 i 











Burl Ives, hit $5,800 the week be. 
fore, producer John Huntington 
reported. 


Ohio Barn in Season Bow 
Youngstown, O., Aug. 15. 

The Canfield Players, in exist- 
ence for 14 years, last week (9) 
opened their barn theatre on Route 
{62, one mile north of Canfield (near 
Youngstown), offering ‘‘Love Rides 
the Rails’ or “On Board the Mail 
Train.” Play was presented Weda- 
nesday through Saturday, and will 
reopen for three more _ perform- 
ances Wednesday (16). The Can- 
field Players are directed by Har- 
old R. Crites of Youngstown Col- 
lege. 

“January Thaw” will run Aug. 
23, 25, 26, 30, Sept. 1 and 2. Plans 
are under way for an expanded 
season in 1951. 


‘Town’ Poor at Princeton 
1 Princeton, W. J., Aug. 15. 

Raymond Massey in “Our Town” 
proved a poor boxoffice draw at 
the Princeton summer theatre (Mce- 
Carter) here last week. Producer- 
director Herbert Kenwith attrib- 
uted the slump in attendance to 
shutdown of many gasoline stations 
during the gas price war here and 
the vacation exodus. 

Current show, “Blind Allev,” 
starring Zachary Scott, is the final 
presentation of Kenwith’s season. 


Play Abroad 


Captain Carvalle 
London, Aug. 10. 


Laurence Olivier’s production of new ?”- 
; act play by Denis Cannan. Directed by 
Bernard Gillman. At St. James’ theatre, 
| London, Aug. 9, °50. 














| ARM. 0. oss eccccccsecces: Jill Bennett 
| Smilja Darde............ Diana Wynyard 
by oS eee .Anthony Pelly 
Protessor Winke........... Peter Finch 
Captain Carvallo.......... James Donald 
Caspar TOTES. oc ccccces Richard Goelden 


Private Gross......... Thomas Heathcote 
Following his initial successful 
roduction of ‘Venus Observed,” 
saurence Olivier is offering ‘“Cap- 

tain Carvallo” as his second man- 

agerial venture here. Play is 
patchy and involved, dealing with 


opposing factors in. a _ mythical 
| disputed territory somewhere in 
|Europe. Chief credit goes to the 


cast and excellent direction which 
bring life and a modicum of real- 
ism to otherwise preposterous situ- 
ations. 

| Locale is a farmhouse where dis- 
tant “noises off" indicate the dis- 
ruption caused by opposing polit- 
ical forces. A swaggering captain 
of the occupying army comes to ar- 
range a billet and promptly at- 
| tempts to attach the scalp of his 
comely mature hostess. Unused to 
rebuff, he respects her chastity and 
{is shocked when she suddenly 
changes her attitude and lures him 
to an assignation. 


He later learns she has accom- 
| plished this to save his life, as her 
husband and fellow-partisan blow 
{up his quarters. There is a “Ker- 
| messe Heroique” touch about this 
'love passage, but Diana Wynyard 
}is not a second Francoise Rosay. 
| She is ag Oem demure as the 
virtuous farmer’s wife, but not 
dazzling enough to attract the eve 
of a man much younger than her- 
' self. Though James Donald is com- 
/mendably manly in this role he 
/never quite convinces with his sud- 
‘den genuine love-making and moral 
‘conversion in the Shavian tradi- 
tion. 


Peter Finch gives the most satis- 
factory performance as a professor 
turned conspirater. Richard Gool- 
den, as the complacent husband, 
displays his usual dithering charm 
‘and provides most of the play's 
humor. Anthony Pelly gives a fine 
characterization in the minor role 
'of an amorous Baron, while Jill 
|Bennett and Thomas Heathcote 
‘make a delightfully human pair as 
the maidservant and her _— 
rn. 





Sandra Deel, in Pittsburgh do- 
‘ing the title role in “Annie Get 
Your Gun,” closing show of the 
'summer season at Pitt Stadium, 
will stay over in Pitt next week 
for a booking at Jackie Heller's 
Carousel. Nitery figures on a free 
publicity ride via coverage of legit 
in the local dailies the last fort- 
night. 
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Literati 











McCall’s Prestige Drive Farmer’s Wife.” He still grinds 


McCall’s, which currently ranks 
fourth among the “women’s serv- 
ice” books, will drive hard in the 
coming year to rebuild some of the 
prestige lost to the Ladies Home 
Journal in recent years. Hence, a 
variety of new faces have been 
added to the editorial staff. But 
the new campaign is full-scale and 
includes sales promotion and 
space-peddling as well.. 

All of these strands of manage- | 





out two books a year and lately 
has turned to a new medium, ra- 
dio, to do scripts for the BBC. 
With all this activity, Phillpotts 
is a recluse, and has never been in- 
terviewed. He lives on a-farm in 
Devonshire and there is record of 
his having made only one public 
appearance, when about 40 years 
ago he unveiled a tablet honoring 
another author who had been kind 
to him in his youth. He has never 
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f 
| Bulletin, celebrated his 50th an- 
niversary in the Hearst service. 

Lilian Ross in Hollywood round- 
ing up material for a New Yorker 
profile on John Huston. 

Margo Jones, director of Theatre 
50, has completed the manuscript 
of a book on Theatre-in-the-Round 
to be published in the autumn by 





Rinehart. 

Richard Carlson’s tales of his, 
African adventures with “King. 
Solomon’s Mines,” recently pub- | 
lished in Collier’s, will be reprinted | 
by Reader’s Digest. 


| 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Black Tom, N. Y., Aug. 12. 

I was reminded of Dr. Thomas Roy Peyton when “Lost Boundaries” 
played its dates, and his career comes to mind again with Joe Man- 
kiewicz’s production of ‘“‘No Way Out,” which avant gardists, who have 
seen_the picture, assure me tops all others in the field. 

This is good news, but as long as picturegoers will pay for this sort 
of enlightened entertainment Hollywood should keep producing it. Sev- 








Anatole Chujoy, editor of Dance | eral studios have not tried their hand at even one. These should volun- 


News and Dance Encyclopedia, to | teer, 


lecture on “American Dance. and) 


Dancers in Europe, 1950” at the, 


Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, Lee, | 


ment activity have been centered | attended a theatrical . performance 
in Otis Weise, who after 21 years | of most of his. plays. 

in the editor’s seat is now also 
enthroned as publisher. He has the 
full authority and responsibility 
for putting McCall’s over. 





‘Reel Benchley’ Due In Qct 
“The ‘Reel’ Benchley,” 





contains the narration which the 
Spivak Sells American Mercury | late Robert Benchley wrote for the 

Lawrence E. Spivak, owner and | Metro film shorts in which he ap- 
publisher of the American Mer-| peared. Tome is illustrated with 
cury since 1939, who sold the| stills from the pix. Shorts covered 


monthly last week to a group head- | are ‘How to Sleep,”.“‘The Romance | 


ed by Clendenin J. Ryan, estimates | of Digestion,” “How to Train a 
he poured over $1,500,000 into the 
mag from his other publishing | “How To Be a Detective” and:“The 
ventures in the years he held it.| Courtship of the Newt.” ° 

This type of magazine hasn’t been} Howard Dietz has written a fore- 
profitable for years, and Spivak | word in which he gives details of 
says he kept it going as a public| his ‘first meeting with Benchley, 
service medium. Now he feels he |.whom he calls “the’ wisest man I 
can do a better pubservice job via | have ever known.” 

his “Meet The. Press” program, 
which was on Mutual until recent- New Republic’s Shift to D. C. 
ly for five years and is still on| The New Republic is moying its 
NBC-TV, and save the coin drain.|editorial offices from. N. Y. to 
Editing the Mercury, he adds, was! Washington in 


a full-time job and his other inter- | and will also print in D. C. Bruce 





ests wouldn't permit. (About $500,-| Bliven and Robert L. Hatch will | 


000 was reportedly involved in the | be the only two editors to remain 
Mercury’s sale to Ryan). iin N. Y. Jack Weeks, the manag- 
The 27-year-old-mag was found-|ing editor, has resigned rather 
ed by H. L.w Mencken and George |than make the switch and is con- 
Jean Nathan, who sold it to Paul|tinuing his freelance shortstory 
Palmer in 1934. Spivak came into | writing pending a new contract. 
the mag as Mencken’s biz manager,} Mag has been printed in Brook- 


stayed with it as Palmer’s general lyn by the Steinberg Press, which | 


manager, then becoming owner jalso_ prints its. rival political 
and. publisher. When he bought! weekly, the Nation. 
it, the circulation was about 30,000. 


—- 


which } 
A. A. Wyn will publish in October, | 


Dog,” “No News Is Good ‘News,” | 


mid-September, | 








He brought it up to 75,000, with 
45,000 as the average. Spivak pub- 
lishes a series of monthly_mys-| 
tery magazines, including Ellery | 
Queen’s Mystery Magazine (with | 
five foreign editions), Fantasy .& | 
Science Fiction, Mercury Mystery, | 
Best Seller Mystery and Jonathan | 
Press Mystery, and is starting a/| 
new ohne. next month—Detective, | 
mag of true crime cases.. He'll | 
publish under title of Mercury | 
Publications, and may also go into/ 
full-length books. He’s issued a} 
few successfully already. - Charles 
Angoff, the Mercury’s m.e., report- 
edly will stay with the Spivak or- 
ganization. He won’t continue with 
Merc under its new setup. 

The Ryan group takes over in 
January and is expected to. con- 
tinue the monthly along similar 
lines as at present. Ryan is a 
wealthy civic leader, onetime sec- 
retary to the late Mayor Fiorello 
H. La Guardia, who is interested 
in N. Y. political reform move- 
ments, 





State Dept. Gets Comics 

Fred W. Danner, Akron printer 
and politician, is donating 1,000,000 
comic books to the U. S. State 
Dept., for distribution overseas, as 
a result of a suggestion by Drew 
Pearson. The comic books will de- 
scribe the American way of life, 
and will be printed in five lan- 
guages just as soon as the State 
Dept. has completed the text and 
art work, now under way. 

Pearson suggested in a column 
that the U. S. bombard foreign 
countries with plane loads of leaf- 
lets telling America’s story. Dan- 
ner wrote to Pearson, suggesting 
instead that the popular comic 
book medium be used. He offered 
to print 1,000,000 such volumes, at 
his own expense, and donate them 
to the Government. 
it will cost him “several thousand 
dollers” to print the book and pro- 
vide the paper for them. The job 
will be done by the Danner Press, 
which prints comic books for sev- 
eral publishers. 





Anne Ford’s Switch 

Anne Ford, for 12 years publicity 
head of Little, Brown & Co., be- 
comes associate editor in charge of 
public relations of Harcourt, Brace 
& Co. effective Oct. 1. Ron 

Before entering the publishing 
field, she was advance agent for 
the Theatre Guild and prior to that 
was drama editor and assi. drama | 
and music critic of the Boston | 
Herald. 








Shy Scripter 

Eden Phillpotts, author of “The | 
Orange Orchard,” current on the | 
London stage, is one of the least | 
known and most unusual of writ- 
ing men in the world. British au | 
thor is now 87 and has written | 
more than 250 novels plus a great | 
number of stage plays including 
the much-repeated comedy, “The' 
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Danner said | 





Ideal Authors Fund 

Very: little news about the Au- 
thors Fund finds its way into print 
but. those’ familiar with the prac- | 
tices of ‘charities’ assert that the 
Authors Fund is very. near the 
ideal for practicality, quick re- 
sponse and scrupulous regard for 
pride. Writers in need of assistance | 
are interviewed in a private room 
in an obscure N.Y. east side hotel 
and no one except him and the in- 
terviewing representative ever) 
knows that a _ transaction has | 
taken place. 

The Fund is separately set up, 
apart from the Authors L 
America, for legal and other rea-| 
sons, but derives its capital from.| 
League personages. Quite a number | 
of name authors have remembered 
the Fund with bequests in their 
wills. Money is- used on a revolv- 
ing basis and re-payments have 
been excellent through the years. 
Oddly enough, the beneficiaries 
who fail to reimburse the Fund if 
and when financially able to do so, 
are usually writers not members 
of the Authors League. - 











Hobson’s Choices 

“Theatre 2,” by Harold Hobson 
(Longmans, Green; 15 shillings), is| 
a second edition, covering Jan-! 
uary, 1948, through July, 1949, of. 
the Sunday Times of London | 
drama critic’s (and Christian Sci- | 
ence Monitor  correspondent’s) | 
diary-style account of West 4 
legit (with what appears to be his 
first visit to Broadway). Although | 
the book offers little for the aver- | 
are American reader, the author’s | 
opinions of New York (including | 
his by-now-familiar, curious reac-| 
tion to several Broadway shows, | 
notably “Mister Roberts’) may be 
- moderate interest in trade cir- 
cles. 

On the basis of this volume, 
London critics do more hobnobbing 
backstage and in theatrical hang- 
outs than is customary in New 
York. And, slightly beneath the 
surface of British politeness, there 
appears to be a blend of patroniz- 
ing and resentment of the Ameri- 
can stage. Nevertheless, Hobson 
has caught something of the same 
chatty theatrical flavor that makes 
Ward Morehouse’s writing of the 
Broadway scene unique. Hobe. 





CHATTER ' 

Bob Sylvester penned a piece | 
about Joe Frisco for Argosy mag. | 

Gloria Swanson’s book, “Glam-' 
our After 40,” will be published by | 
Prentice-Hall. 

Kate Cameron in Hollywood for | 
gander at the film situation for the 
N. Y. Daily News. 

Stanley Flink succeeded Jeanne 
Stahl as the Hollywood correspon- | 
dent for Life mag. 
‘Raymond Loewy _ re-designed | 
Omnibook’s cover effective with | 
the September issue. 

E. R. Coblenz, currently pub-| 
lisher of the San Francisco 
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Mass., next Monday (21). 
Pittsburgh Courier, Negro news- 

paper with a national circulation 

of 300,000, has expanded to three 








| comics. 
unveiled ata luncheon in the Am- 
bassador hotel, N. Y., today (16). 











Yank ‘Tourists’ 


Continued from page 1 = 


derin’,” both of which are most ap- 
propriate, 

CBS’ Bill Downs fell in with 
local custom, trying to raise a 
mandarin-style beard, but has come 
off a sophisticated: version of Man 
Mountain Dean. 

N. -Y. Herald  Trib’s Homer 
Bigart, always up to his neck in 




















| 
| 


sections—news, magazine and color | 


Enlarged Courier will be | post-graduate work in proctology. 


} 


' 


things like this, thinks little of ‘the | 


countryside. He was caught in one 
|of his telegraphic quotes: “If I-I-I 
c-could s-save f-f-face, I’d g-go 
home n-now!” 

N. Y. Times’ Bill Lawrence has 
cranked up three complete and 


| two half-finished parodies on “I’m | 
| Looking Over a 4Leaf ‘Clover,’ | 


‘(none of which would please the 
| original copyright holder, but are 
| quite up to the subect matter, 
| which is Korea. 

Everytime AP’s. Hal Boyle starts | 
off with a comparison to Africa or 
Europe of the 1942-45 era, he is 
immediately drowned by a jeep-| 
load chorus of “I hate the reminis- 
censes of old men.” 1 

NBC’s William J. Dunn is in- 
variably odd man outed into being | 
the beer picker-upper for the en- 
tire press corps 

CBS’ Ed Murrow, now here, is 


glad that he once was some shakes | 


of a miler in college which gives 
him a head start during alerts. 


AP’s Pat Morin, vet: of the 


eague Of Hollywood beat, is deep in the| 


heart of Tokyo, with ear tuned to) 
barbed-wire circuits which bring 
in tidbits from outlanders here. 
Marguerite Higgins,'N. Y. Her- | 
Trib’s glamourette, is a celebrity | 
hereabouts, hospital nurses report- 
ing proudly she was in for a shower | 
a few nights back. | 


Bob Stuart, Mutual, came up 
from Manila and was met by his) 
recording equipment, which was | 
painstakingly hitchhiked to him) 
by MBS’ Abe Schechter’s friends, 
making four changes of hands to 
get.over the Pacific. ’ 


Lush White Beds 


Continued from page 2 
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| 
show girls who are featured reg- | 
ularly at all dances and galas. 
They were followed by Anny Fra- 
ternelli of the noted circus family. 
Mme. Rene Faure of the Comedie 
Francaise then read a poem in| 
tribute to the occasion. The four 
Freres Jacques, song satirists, were 
well received. A minor sensation 
were four Efyptian acrobats, Les | 
Ramses. Samia Gamal, a dancer | 
of the Royal Opera in Cairo, was | 
well received. Other acts, includ- | 
ing comedian Jacques Tati and. 
ballet dancer Janine Charrat, pre- | 
ceded the star of the first half of. 
the show, Fernandel, French comic, | 
who succeeded in putting the audi- | 
ence in good humor. 


“Lady” Patachou, protege of | 
Maurice Chevalier, made the error | 
of thinking that she was in her | 
Montmartre cabaret, and in asking | 
the 900 guests of this dignified so- 
cial event to join her in singing 
ribald Montmartre songs, she com- | 
mitted one of the faux pas of the, 
season. The reaction was a nega- 
tive coldness. 


Bernard Bros. Sock | 


The triumph was the sole Ameri- | 
can act, the Bernard Bros., who. 
received an enthusiastic reception, | 
and were called back for encores. | 
The ball was terminated by a dis- | 
play of fireworks, as inevitable a 
part of a Riviera gala as cham- | 








| cigars. 


| he could make as a nightclub entertainer. 


instead of grinding out interminable backstage musicals which 
are becoming a bit of a bore. 


The Surgeon Who Entertained 


If they feel they don’t know anything else, perhaps the Peyton story 
will help them over the hump. For his story is that of a doctor who 
could play a beautiful piano routine, and every time he was blocked in 
one profession found the door wide open in the other. 


He played in nightclubs in Canada and all over Europe while doing 
At the Kit Kat Club in Montreal 
he followed in Texas Guinan and used the same red piano she had used. 
But he had no work permit. He had to entertain on the cuff. When 
patrons found out about it they began throwing him money. He aver- 
aged $60 a week this way and supported his wife and two children in 
New York, as well as himself, while doing post-graduate work at the 
Royal Victoria hospital. 


His father was the first Negro policeman appointed to the force in 
Brooklyn. He himself was the first Negro to graduate from Long Island 
Medical College. ‘ From then on he was to learn that America will 
give amazing educational opportunities to almost anyone, regardless of 
race, creed or color. But after that a hoard of bigots seem to pop up 
everywhere to prevent one from succeeding in a profession he has 
mastered, This is especially true of Negroes and the medical profes- 
sion. Dr. Peyton was welcomed in far more places as a pianist than he 
was as a doctor of :nedicine. In Canada he was recommended to the 
top men in his specialty in London and Paris. 


He first went to Dr. Bensaud of the University of Paris. But he had 
to earn his living, meanwhile, so he looked up George Lattimore; who 
had a nitery on the Rue Pigalle. He met Josephiné Baker at the 
Folies Bergeres and she invited him to dinner at her chateau near Le 
Visinet. She waved butlers, retainers and batmen aside and received 
him .at the door in person. Behind her he heard a blast of le jazz hot 
from a recording device. 


Dinner With Josephine Baker 


The dinner was strictly in the royal manner, an endless variety of 
hors d'oeuvres, whole pheasants garnished with legumes variees, a 
variety of cheeses, wines and, for dessert, fresh wild strawberries. Leav- 
ing the dining table, they strolled to a drawing room for liqueurs and 
Josephine’s husband of the moment, a count, went around 
kissing hands. It showed how easy it is for almost anybody to acquire 
the routines of the haute monde given a fistful of francs and a long 
run in a good show. 


What Josephine Baker had accomplished by her singing and dancing 
Dr. Peyton vowed to achieve as a proctologist. But instead of making 


|it possible for others to sit pretty he soon found himself out of funds 


and hopping around for a job. He got one at the famed Boeuf Sur Le 
Toit. Then began a strange career of trying to cling desperately to his 
post-graduate work and support a family at the same time from what 
He brought his wife and 
children to Paris, and together they traveled wherever he got a book- 
ing—Switzerland, Italy, the south of France and, finally, Monte Carlo. 


After two years of this musical-medical hegira, Dr. Peyton finally got 
to London. By then his letters of introduction to the best proctologists 
looked a little dog-eared, but these men welcomed him and showed 
him all their techniques. 


Between these rounds of hospitals he played a comedy role in Alex- 
ander Korda’s ‘“‘The Ghost Goes West.” They put him in kilts, which 
is always good for a laugh. He next got a bit in “Red Moon of Cuba,” 
but nearly got canned because he spoke flawless English. So he switched 
to, — jes’ knows what you-all wants, suh,” and got back on the pay- 
roll. 


He next landed a booking at The Elephant and Castle theatre, a 5,000- 
seater. Here his piano act was a smash success. He was offered 40 
weeks in the provinces, but the surgeons under whom he was studying 
couldn’t go on tour with him, so he had to stick close to Harley street. 
He made some records for Decca, put his son in am English public school 
aoe is, a private school) and took an engagement at the Cocoanut 

rove. 


After he had completed his studies and with money in his purse, he, 
his wife and two children, returned to America. He sought an appoint- 
ment in the Harlem Outpatient Clinic, but his eld tutor had died, and 
with him had died all interest in all the added knowledge Dr. Peyton 
had gained abroad, for the alleviation of human pain. 

Believing he might do better on the Coast, he took his family to Los 
Angeles, where the loosening of restrictive covenants against those who 
are not Aryans, made him feel he might do better. He did well, too, 
except that the restrictive covenants still operated in hospitals and in 


the medical societies. 
Too Old For New Tricks 


After several years of trying to break down these barriers he made 
a decision to pull up stakes and go to Brazil, where he had been in- 
vited to address a medical convention. Among those who congratu- 
lated him on his paper at the convention was Dr. Alexander Fleming, 
the discoverer of penicillin. © 

When he beheld a statue of a black Madonna holding a white child 
in her arms, he decided that Brazil was what he was looking for all the 
while. But he found by now that he was too old to learn new tricks, 
Having mastered English, French, German, he just couldn’t take on 
Portuguese, and so he returned to America to lick his wounds. 

When he told me his story, I urged him to write it. I even gave him 
a title, “Shadow on the Sheet.”” He has just privately printed his story 
with even a better title. He has called -it “Quest For Dignity.” And 
among the 50,000,000 Negroes who have been born in America since 
they first were imported as slaves, none is more deserving of that dig- 
nity than Dr. Thomas Roy Peyton. 





nished by the three orchestras of | cent victims of a jewel robbery, 
Aime Barelli; Louis Frosio and still came. 
Aime Lartigau. “The tiree-hour|; Among the guests were Count 
floor show was produced by Henri, and Countess de Polignac, Duke 
Astric, artistic director of the! and Duchess d’Arenberg, Fritz 
Sporting Club, in conjunction with |Mandl, Archduke Robert Habsburg, 
P. L. Guerin and Rene Fraday. | Princess Bourbon-Parma, Prince 
An absence of Hollywood and | Orleans-Braganza, Prince de Hesse, 
Broadway names, in contrast to the Lord Willoughby de Broke, Baron 
ball last year in Cannes, was evi-| and Baroness James de Rothschild, 
dent in the guest list. Orson Marquis and Marquise de la Fa- 
Welles had reserved a table, but laise, et al. 
didn’t show up. With the excep-| An estimated 9,000,000 francs 
tion of Chevalier, Sacha Guitry ($28,000) profit was realized from 
and Mistinguette, the guests were the gala, two-thirds of which will 
predominantly members of the in-| go toward maintaining hospital 
ternational set and the French, beds for tubercular children in 
aristocracy. Mrs. Norman Winston | France, the rest for the aid of in- 


all-' pagne. Music for dancing was fur- ‘and Madame Elsa Schiaperelli, re- | digent newspapermen. 
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‘in : : the Sack Amus. Co. in Dallas, died MARRIAGES 

AM. oS Le. ee Alys Mary Truitt to Walter Go-' AFL Exec Board 
> O B I ' U A R i EB o Lamar Trotti, Jr., 18, son of the | lubic, Pittsburgh, July 26. He’s an’ 
t 20th-Fox producer-writer, was kill-| oe, ee ee be “" > ie Continued from page 2 
P : . 10 in a traffic accident arissa Ramsde s , : 
mee’ in Clemente, Cal. Sherman Ewing, Jr., ‘Choteau, dl ann nit ok the wee ante 
val HENRY CLAY MINER as managing director before going NY theatrical’ ; oo ape then, they’ve pacted a_ security 
om Henry Clay Miner, 84, founder | to Hollywood in 1941. All his sub-| Harvey V. Myers, 47, scene) ‘.¥. P hur Ri agreement and AGVA has re- 
f the Century Circuit, which op-|Sequent pictures, with the excep-| painter for film studios, died Aug.|_ Paula Howard to Arthur Rice, bps rebor 
ste or tes a chain of motion picture | tion of “Jacare” in Brazil, were | 6 following a heart attack while New York, Aug. 8. Bride is secre- | tallated. 
theatres in Brooklyn and Long Is-|Made in the U.S. His first Holly- | fighting a forest fire near Castaic, tary to Richard Mills at_ Mills . Further Disputes 
si- land, died in Greenwich, Conn.,/Wood production was “Where Are | Cal. gg Aa seville Hoe a In addition, further disputes are 
Aug. 10. Although in semi-retire-| Your Children?” for Monogram. ane the inte Wily Hewes to be settled. AGVA is divided 
in ment for the past years, he had | That led to a number of exploita- Mother, 72, of Dean Turner, Yvonne Lucienne Gruder to! with the rest of the 4A’s affiliated 
continued as chairman’ of the|tion films such as “Are These ; radio singer, died at Bonham, Tex.,! Chester F. Casanave, Aug. 12,| 0, Theatre Authority, benefit con- 
ed board of the Century chain. | Your Parents?,” “Divorce,” “For-| Aug. 8. Larchmont, N. Y. He is the son of | +.) organization of that group. 
; Miner was the son of the late|ever Yours,” “Black " Market | Charles L. Casanave, film distrib Variety union has forbidden its 
*h, Henry awe Ey a ¥~ his fpr Rc peer ay Me 2 Bd eer’ veepee of Fred Astaire | embers to play shows gratis. 
of father founded the Miner Cosme- | Wanted, ac old,” and “Blue 3. | ae benefit, it wants 
ed ties Co. in 1900, whose main prod-| Grass of Kentucky.” At the time Walsh Asks iA Arlene Foreman to Dr. Manny | the right yf cGgrntt ita own Clears 
re, uct was makeup for theatrical folk | of his death he was readying “Blue Gisstiena '¢ Fe | Stillerman, Chicago, Aug. 5. She’s eo 
vn until it later branched out with a Blood” as a Cinecolor special for |==—=—= Continued from page 2 gaa | secretary to theatre booker Charies, age ge Rae ae 
n- yeneral line of cosmetics. _  |Monogram. | ould w labor leaders, | Hogan. n ad . - 
” Miner and his father were orig- Surviving are his wife and two | 4 ed conan oe eth cuts? | _. Jennifer. Howard to Samuel | ganization of the burlesque per- 
ly- inally chemists and launched their | stepsons, Donald and Robert Wolf. | yw. infin aaa @ ; | Goldwyn, Jr., Berkeley, Cal., Aug.!| formers is to be resolved. AGV A 
w- first pharmacy on N. Y.’s Bowery, | pote ol poring <= Sayan) oy ie 16._ Bride is daughter of the late wants to absorb the Brother Artists 
adjoining the People’s theatre. | . ‘ a | playwright Sidney Howard; he’s! Assn. (nee Burlesque Artists Assn.) 
to Theatre owner was their landlord | JAMES H. COOPER the income needs of the average | con of the film producer. because no contracts exist between 
shen their 1 yas ab | 6g mes H. ("Genial Jim”) Cooper, | family today. As in ’49, so in 1950} Sue Casey to John Durant, Santa lar b d-grind parlor op- 
3 expire they purchased the theatre | £3. veteran, radio newscaster and|] see no necessity or excuse for | Barbara, Aug. 12. She’s an actress poe wel ond the main Plan is being 
nein | former vaude performer, died Aug. | ‘is. “aan ; ion. 

a to Aerie = poeeeaters. The | g in Columbus. O. g inne eye ei Pd lg s a film editor, both at fought by Tom Phillips, BAA head. 
4 ak eushane Fhich bh aa ee | Cooper started out in vaudeville | ideri lashi : The various jurisdictional dis- 
melodramas, whic ad not been | ang later toured with stock com-| Before considering apy slashing utes. the AVL will Ge told. are 
t faring too well b f th f lis, Walsh ted that P 
itz pe a “ : siti oe o be | panies. For 20 years he operated | Of Pay rolls, Walsh asserte * BIRTHS hurting performers’ livlihood. The 
ed ster 8 mace “ned te eaten © his own stock company. At one! the local unions should have the TH ania’ ten oa sae We 

spo A a — oroughtare. | time he was manager of Gus Sun's | Tight to examine the books, incor-| Mr. and Mrs. Paul Shannon, son, Sikes ‘utalinia Gad atuieiien “eit 
ton peer sure ' Bes ie we need- | theatre in Springfield, O., and also | poration papers and similar docu-! pittsburgh, Aug. 6. Father’s a be cited as an example. AFL con- 
“g ae i 4 bark ; ein 1901 The | managed W. S. Butterfield’s houses ments of theatres in question. -KDKA announcer, vention will also be told that the 
a _ . 2 mca > . *|in Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo, | Books would disclose hidden profits | “Mr. and Mrs. Ted Erdel, daugh- inobeasing céets ef maintaining all 
se tions, and in 1903 dints v sap arew: jand existence of non-working) ter, Pittsburgh, Aug. 7. Father is the 4A’s affiliates puts a heavy 
“Amateur Nights,” wherein. those WP 928 he went to Columbus | family members on the payroll, he| vocalist, known as Ted Perry. burden on performers. Tendency 
n- seeking an opportunity for a stage and was on the staff of WCAH, | said. It would also disclose no re-| Mr. and Mrs. Leo Carlin, daugh-| nas been to increase dues in recent 
- s which later became WBNS. He} duction in realty and film rentals, ter, Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. Father is years. In addition, establishment 
d a | nh do on that station un-| and “that the light companies’ asst. treasurer A new ao (for- | of TVA’ @ill aitieataly * ‘tence 

ares we eee ; |charge as much as ever for elec-| mer Senator) theatre, Pitt. 4 ‘ sega 
phage esting. PASSES ON | ae sim,” following aie auto ene sad that the dealers tus 08] Mr, ak ites, Bead BeaGishar. | ares to pay for upkeep of another 

i OF MY PARTNER accident in whic € was injure . : in- | daughter, Van Nuys, Cal., Aug. 8. | ° 

“JOE”’ MOR MM in 1940, set up a studio in his home ing page mi ay hg ee Patker is a film director. | Another factor that indicates 
A | and continued his six-a-week news- | down. Why is it that labor, and Mr. and Mrs. Herb Strock, | that the AFL will put a stop to 
DIED JULY 29,1950 | casts from there. labor alone, is being asked to take | daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 8.| the 4A’s internecine squabbling is 
il TOMMY MILO Survived by wife and daughter. | the rap?” ing | Father is president of IMPPRO. | the failure of the 4A’s to do any- 
to | Walch agreed that predustion | Mr. a —" bor. oe ‘thing about a resolution passed by 
's career were given a showcase oe Mrs. Selle ‘Bibeest Gis 91, | os ee" rte benim A ~ oe | is Chi NBC-TV. producer. pecan | ich sieslcmeed Ger the “A's 

; their wares. Winners were awarded | P!aywright and author, died at her | C@US® tor unemployment in Molly-| Mr. and Mrs. Don Marcotte, son, amalgamate all its affiliates, 
Ss prizes and subsequent dates at the; home in Rye, N. Y., Aug. 14, | wood. He said he has been care- Chicago, Aug. 6. Father is Chi Around thet: Haws. the 4A% ree 
om Sunday saneaeer at the theatre | Among Mrs. Ford’s’ published |ful not to pressure producers| NBC music librarian. Fev ites Bernard Reis to make a 

Losers were generally propelled | Works is “The Mist,” a play which | “prematurely and recklessly” to Mr. and Mrs. Dirk Courtenay, study on possibilities of uniting 
offstage via “the hook.” Success | WS produced at the Little Theatre, | curtail overseas filmmaking. “The! son, Chicago, Aug. 5. Father is a : 





all the unions. After several 





, a . London, in 1913. The Julia Ells-| money they have spent in Eng-| disk jockey. | : ; ne : 
of the burlesque venture prompted | | Mr. and Mrs. Foster Liederbach, | ™onths of surveying the situation, 
such houses. 





the Miners to establish a chain of | Worth Ford Foundation, with an | land has been money earned by | 


Eventually the Peo- | 
ple’s was leased for Yiddish shows | 
and the burlesque shows were 
transferred to Miner’s new Bowery | 
theatre, a little further uptown. | 
In addition to the Bowery spot they | 
operated Miner's Eighth. Avenue, 
N. Y., and several houses in New | 
Jersey. When burlesque had seem- | 
ingly run its eycle, the younger 
Miner disposed of the houses and 
set about in the formation of the 
Century Circuit. 
Wife and son survive, 





SAM HELLMAN 


Sam Hellman, 65, screenwriter, 
newspaperman and author of 
magazine stories, died Aug. 11 
after a heart attack in his Beverly 
Hills home. He had retired from | 
the writing field four years ago. 

Hellman started his newspaper 
career in 1906, after graduating 
from the University of Southern 
California, working his way east 
from Los Angeles until he settled 
for a spell in St. Louis where he 
became city editor of the Post- 
Dispatch. During his stay in the 
Missouri metropolis he functioned 
as city edito. of the Globe-Demo- 
crat and managing editor of the 
Republican, meanwhile writing 
stories for the slick magazines, 
chiefly the Saturday Evening Post. 

His first screen writing was at 
Paramount in 1927 when he 
scripted the “Leather Pushers” 
series, after which he spent three 
years touring Europe. While 
abroad Hellman continued to write 
humorous tales for SEP, depicting 
the adventures of an imaginary 
American tourist. Returning io 
Paramount, he collaborated on the 
screenplay of “Little Miss Marker,” 
the film that made a star of Shir- 
ley Temple. Later he moved to 
20th-Fox where he spent eight 
years, during which he wrote or 
collaborated on most of the films 
Starring Miss Temple and Will 
Rogers, in addition to writing 
chores for Metro and Warners. 


man, radio editor of DatmLy 
Variety. Other survivors are his 
wife, Selma, and two daughters. 





JEFFREY BERNERD 
Jeffrey Bernerd, 58, 
motion picture producer and sales 
executive, died Aug. 10 after a 
heart attack in his Beverly Hills 
home, ; 
business for 37 years, starting with | 
the Motion Picture Sales Agency 
in London, his birthplace. He be- 
came managing director of Stoll 


He was the brother of Jack Hell- | 


He had been in the film | Dawley at one time 


nual award of $2,000 for the best 
juve book of the year, was formed by 
Mrs. Ford in 1934 to encourage bet- | 
ter books for youngsters. Color | 
pix, for kiddie consumption, some | 
of them based on stories and plays 
by Mrs. Ford, were turned out by | 
the Foundation. “Snickerty Nick | 
and the Giant,” a play written by | 
Mrs. Ford, had two productions in 
the U.S. 

Surviving Mrs. Ford, the widow 
of Simeon Ford, hotel owner and | 
humorist, are a daughter and two/| 
sons. 





WILLIAM M. McBRIDE 

William M. McBride, 70, former 
veepee of McBride Theatre Ticket 
Offices, Inc., of New York, died at 
his home in Pelham, N. Y., Aug. 
14, following a long illness. Mc- 
Bride had been active as a theatre 
ticket. broker for about 40 years 
prior to his retirement about 15 
months ago. He centered most of 
his business activity in org’s Broad- 
way outlet on 43d street. 

His brother John, president and 
treasurer of the ticket concern, 
survives. Also a wife and two 
sisters, 








FRANK YARDON 

Frank Yardon, 72, vaudeville 
trouper of a past generation, died 
Aug. 6 in Los Angeles. He had 
been in retirement since 1937. 

Back in 1909, as a member of 
the team of Vardon, Perry and 
Wilbur, he introduced American 
ragtime into England. Later he 
entertained the army of occupation 
in France and Germany after 
World War I. His wife, Vera Var- 
don, one-time partner in his song- 
and-dance act, survives. 





JEANNETTE LAFFERTY 

Jeannette Lafferty, 25, of the 
Lafferty Sisters, radio songsters, 
died in Camden, N. J., Aug. 14, 
| after shooting herself with a rifle, 
, according to police. A note was 
|found in her car in which she 
|_ wrote: “I have failed miserably.” 

Miss Lafferty had appeared on 
/radio shows with her sister, Beulah 
| Lafferty. 


| T. ROBINSON DAWLEY 
T. Robinson Dawley, 54, opera- 








pioneer | tor of the New York music and | 


'broadcasting school bearing his 


name, died in White Plains, N. Y., | 


| Aug. 12. 

Gblished a 

weekly newspaper in Wallingford, 
onn. 


REGINALD BLAND 








American pictures at British box- 


in that country because of Brit- 
ain’s extreme shortage of dollars,” 


Walsh conceded. “Even if it were | 


not spent for making pictures in 


London, it would not necessarily | 


be available for making those pic- 
tures in Hollywood.” 

As a matter of business judg- 
ment, Walsh said he has taken 
the position “that the state of af- 


fairs within the past two years did | 


not warrant our intruding upon 
the rights of free enterprise by at- 
tempting to tell the employer 
where he must produce his films.” 
However, when the British wanted 
an incentive and penalty clause in 
the new Anglo-Americain film pact 
to encourage production in Brit- 
ain, Walsh felt it called for his pro- 
test. ‘“‘When governments start tell- 
ing producers where to make pic- 
tures, than I believe that labor— 
even at the risk of intruding upon 
the rights of free enterprise—-may 
be warranted in using its power to 
help call a halt.” 


IA’s TV Battle 


After detailing ‘the IA’s actions 
to win the television field, Walsh 
labelled the coming battle as long 
and hard. “But I am convinced we 
will not always be battling against 
odds as high as present. There is 
a developing tendency for televi- 
sion to move more and more into 
the theatres, both as a point of 
origin and a point of exhibition, 
and likewise more and more into 
Hollywood. As that continues, our 
position will be strengthened—un- 
till eventually, I feel sure, we will 
come out on top.” 

Walsh does not believe the legit 
situation “is by any means bad.” 
He sees the League of New York 
Theatres “in a tough bargaining 
mood these days.” The League’s 
demand for pay cuts will be taken 


up anew after the convention ends. 


} 


As for vaudeville, Walsh is ready 


| daughter, Kansas City, Aug. 7,|Reis recommended immediate 


| offices and then restricted to use | Father is asst. manager of the RKO | 2Malgamation, citing vast econo- 


| Missouri Theatre, K. C mies in operation, more effective 
| Mr. and Mrs. Leo Samuels, son, | Service for the membership and a 
|New York, Aug. 11. Father is an| greater power inherent in a “one- 
| exec with Walt Disney Productions | card” union. The Reis report was 
eB s immediately shelved. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Low,|  fattle for the television jurisdic 
daughter, Burbank, Cal., Aug. 9.! tion is currently in the hands of 


Father is executive film editor for | the National Labor Board. Unless 
~, ‘er : N | 4A’s affiliates, other than AGVA, 
Pe ite ‘Selreaes Aug. 3’ | take up active resistance at the 
| Father is a Tessier at "Geller | AFL confab, passage of the reso- 
Theatre Workshop and TV_pro-| — is held to be virtually cer- 
ducer. =n. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Paul, son, 's 


» § 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. Father is mu- 


sical director for Jerry Fairbanks 
Productions. 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred F. Corwin, | 
daughte., New York, Aug. 11. | 


Father is N. Y. publicity manager i 
of Motion Picture Assn. of Amer-|°> 2 preach of its contract. 
ca. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Riggs, son, 








Flynn’s Snag 


Continued from page 2 ——— 
20th- 
Fox is also serving a similar notice 

on its contractee, Micheline Prelle, 
New York, Aug. 14. Father known 


i -starri in th ict i 
for his “Betty Lou” characteriza- | a hows ones ae =~ ae 
tions, is a vaude, TV performer. | e Is Marshall's wife. 


Although the Gallic film industry 
| U.S. Film Short 


felt that the government was lax 
= Continued from page 2 





























in permitting a Yank producer to 
| flout regulations, it’s now revealed 
| that the French administration 
| Reds has resulted in a strong pro-| wasn’t fooled after all, but is fully 


| test lodged with the Israeli gov-| acquainted with the transaction 
ernment by the U. S. Embassy. | a . 


Outbreak took place in the Orion | ™ eportedly through regularly tap- 
theatre, which had advertised the | Ping trans-Atlantic telephone and 
short. Some 20 commies rushed cables. Meantime, it’s launching a 


to the screen on its showing to | thorough investigation, and intends 
shout their opposition and dis- 


tribute literature denouncing the | '® Prevent recurrence of similar 
extension of medical aid to the UN | Situations. 
by Israel. Projectionist halted the Flynn, who was contractually 


show. obligated to report for work upon 











| Orion will not show the film 
| again. It turned down an offer of 
| police protection by the govern- 
ment. 





Zanuck’s Korean Short 
Washington, Aug. 15. 
Darryl! F. Zanuck promised Pres- 
|ident Truman yesterday (14) to 


his arrival, dares not go to the 
Riviera. He is remaining in a 
Paris hotel for fear of involving 
himself deeper. Under a long- 
term contract to Warners, he may 
make outside films, but only for 
major release. 


| Not only the star of “Bargain,” 





| to offer encouragement by keeping | turn out a quick short explaining | Flynn also agreed to provide some 
the demands of his locals down to the Korean war to the American | 0f the production coin, including 


! 


Film Co. in 1918, later moving to _ Reginald Bland, 72, violinist, 
Gaumont-British where he doubled died Aug. 7 in Pasadena, where he 
as general manager and newsreel founded the Civic Orchestra and | 
producer, 'served as its director for 14 years. | 


i y Grand sa pr egaae | 
ee aa Magee 1 aeons Father, 84, of Alfred N. Sack | 





where he functioned for two yearsaand Lester J. Sack, operators of: 


help its expansion. . 
On Monday, Roger M. Kennedy, 


IATSE veepee and manager of Lo- | weeks, he told newsmen. Title will Make deals. 


cal 199 in Detroit, urged members 
to “go home and make a supreme 
effort to organize the TV stations in 
your area.” He plugged for the 
IA to take over all crafts in video. 
William Green, American Federa- 
tion of Labor prez, also spoke, put- 
ting in a pitch for national price 


controls. Roy Colvin, exec director | commercial centers will be called _attorneys for both Flynn and Mare 
Dealers | upon to speed production of train- shall are quietly examining all 
Assn., and David Newman of De-| ing films. At present these pictures | phases of the situation. 
troit Motion Picture Exhibitors | 


of Thearte Equipment 


bers. 


| people. 


Picture is expected to be | his own salary in dollars. 


Mar- 


|ready for the screen within four | Shall, however, had a free hand to 


| be “Why Korea?” 


On the strength of 
| the Republic distribution arrange- 


Zanuck met Mr. Truman at the | ment, the producer won a promise 


| White House. 


|from George Dorfman, of Corona 


conferred with Pictures, to finance the film for the 


Zanuck also 
‘ou general S. B. Akin, signal | budgeted 100,000,000 francs ($350,- 
corps head, on the Army’s increas- | 900) 
/ing wartime film needs. The fa- In an attempt to achieve some 


| cilities of Hollywood and other | kind of order out of all the chaos, 


| 


leenter in Long Island City. 


are being made almost exclusively | Dorfman hasn’t released much 0 
Assn, were- among Monday’s gab- at the signal corps photographic 


So far 


tion. 


f 


| his firm’s hefty financial participae 
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ELECTRIFYING! 


On Monday we reported: 


“SUNSET BOULEVARD 


got the biggest non-holiday 
opening gross in the history 
of Radio City Music Hall!” 








Today we can fell you: 


“SUNSET BOULEVARD’ IS HEADING 
FOR THE BIGGEST NON-HOLIDAY 
OPENING WEEK’S GROSS IN THE 
HISTORY OF THE MUSIC HALL!” 


Great press notices, too! But, most important—the 
public has recorded its enthusiastic acceptance. 


Cash in on this great money-attraction now! 






lf It’s A Paramount Picture, a ea It’s The Best Show In Town! 
Cc. Gia ey 





